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2 broadcasters ambushed: 
| dies, the other survives 


By Joyce Mejillano, 
GilFrancis Arevalo 
and Dennis Jay C. Santos. 


TWO broadcasters—one a suspected sup- 
porter of communist guerrillas and an- 
Other an anticommunist commenta- 
tor—were ambushed separately in Albay 
ang Davao City, with the latter surviving 
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Uh-oh, look what 
John O's son is up to 


By Kathy 1. Navarro 
and Nestor Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—This province's vice gover- 
nor prefers to make his point with his fists. 
Vice Gov. John Gregory Osmeia, a 
scion of Cebu's most powerful political 
family, figured in a fist fight twice in oe „ 
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SPECIAL ASEAN LEADERS’ MEETING ON SARS 


Vithes Samosorn, Bangkok, Th 


29 April 2003 


the region's economy, The Asean summit agrees on 18 measures to combat SARS, including an information network and the setting up of an emergency fund. 


Village bans SARS suspect 


Tale of two women: 
One jeered; the other 
cheered as she is 
discharged from 
hospital in Tacloban 


By Ryan D. Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
and Armand N. Nocum, in Manila. 


OZAMIZ CITY—A woman suspected of being afflicted with 
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome has been expelled 
by residents of Barangay Tinago. 

The woman, a native of Oro- hearing her say that her deck was 
quieta City, arrived in Tinago near that of the Tambulig wom- 
from Manila at about noon on an. 

Saturday, She hadacoldandwas The residents went to Beth 
complaining of dizziness. Paulino, president of Purok River- 

She took the same passenger side, and demanded that she tell 
liner that ferried the domestic the-woman’s brother to remove 
helper from Tambulig town who her from the community. 
was widely suspected of having “She just wanted to rest in her 
SARS. brother's house because she was 

What alerted the residents was dizzy from the trip,” Paulino said 
the mask that the woman was later 


wearing. Their fears rose after VILAGELAI 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Regional Medical ^ Center 
(EVRMC), where she had been 
confined for the past five days. 

She came out from her room at 
around 3:10 p.m. and immedi- 
ately boarded a hospital ambu- 
lance that was to bring her home 
to Barangay Maybucog in Maydo- 
long, Eastern Samar, some 224 
kan from this city. 

When she came out, kibitzers 
that included patients, medical 
staff, office personnel, drivers 
and ordinary onlookers cheered 
heron. 

“I am happy that this is over 

TALE/AIS 


TACLOBAN CITY—She waved, 
and the people applauded. What 
a difference a clean bill of health 
makes. 

JR the overseas worker from 
Hong Kong who was misdiag- 
nosed as the country’s fourth 
SARS patient, emerged from her 
hospital isolation room yesterday 
afternoon, to a decidedly more 
friendly world. 

JP was accompanied by her 
husband and a younger sister 
when she left the Eastern Visayas 


Roxas admits 
N95 masks 
out of stock 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


IF 3M decides to remove the sup- 
ply allocation to the Philippines, 
expect the acute shortage in N95- 
type mask, the basic gear against 
the spread of SARS, to worsen. 

This was revealed by Trade and 
Industry Secretary Manuel A. 
Roxas II who admitted that the 
N95-type masks were out of stock 
and that orders have been filled 
up to next month, 

Roxas said that 3M, which had 
earmarked 5 percent of its output 
of N9S masks to the Philippines, 
was planning to divert the supply 
to countries hardest hit by SARS. 

3M produces the N95 masks 
out of its factory in the United 
States. This type mask has been 
certified by the World Health Or- 
ganization as the minimum stan- 
dard required for health-care 
workers exposed to SARS. The 
N95 model has the least toler- 
ance for oily environment; No. 95 
signifies its filter efficiency. Thus, 
the N95 model is able to filter 95 
percent ofall particles 0.3 micron 

ROXAS) AIS 


pU 


IEEE 


JUST like any traveler, President Macapagal's temperature is taken 
before boarding a Lear jet for Bangkok. No one was allowed to kiss. 
iller pneumonia kit. 


her goodbye. She also carried and anti 
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Bangkok hopes to convince a spooked world that sufficient measures are in place to contain the spread of SARS which has cost drastic declines in 
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Asean plus 
China agree 
on SARS 
battle plan 


By Alcuin Papa 


BANGKOK (via PLDT)—Philip- 
pine President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and other Southeast Asian lead- 
ers yesterday held crisis talks 
with Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao 
and agreed to set up a regional in- 
formation network to combat Se- 
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), Asia's worst crisis since 
the financial meltdown of 
1997-1998. 

China has been criticized for not 
revealing the true extent of the dis- 
ease for months after it first ap- 
peared there last November and 
then was spread internationally by 

a air travelers via Hong Kong 

In an unprecedented move, the 
Chinese premier came to Bangkok 
to brief Asean leaders about Bei- 
jing’s efforts to combat the disease, 
which has killed 148 in China. {#3 
Also with the official Chinesé<: 

delegation was Tung Chee-hwa, 
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Now that we’ve acknowledged the truth .. 


By Sen. Juan M. Flavier, MD 


Ednors’ Note. The author, chair of the 
Senate Committee on Health and a for- 
mer health secretary, argues for manda- 
tory pre-departure and arrival quaran- 
tines for overseas workers, to protect 
what he called the country’s competitive 
edge the overseas workers 


FINALLY we are all in agreement. 
We have SARS. 


In a sense I am relieved. Now ‘The truth is: 
that we have acknowledged the 
truth, we can frame both the 
truth and proposed actions be- 
yond the cur- 2 
rentcontextofa. (COMMENTARY 
disease out 
break. If we 
the problem to this level, we run 
the risk of doing more damage 
than good. 


the future. 


‘United opposition’ picks Lacson for 2004 


THE FACE of the opposition is Sen. Panfilo Lacson whom party leaders endorse on Tuesday for the presidential 


election next year. From left, Reps. Carlos Padilla and Butz Aquino, Juan Ponce Enrile, V Ejercito. 
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By Juliet Labog Javellana 
and Christine ©. Avendaño 


FOR now, Sen. Panfilo Lacson is the “face of the unit- 
ed opposition" for next year's presidential election. 

At the launching of the "united opposition” yes- 
terday, leaders of the Laban ng Demokratikong 
Pilipino (LDP) and of ousted President Joseph 
Estrada's Partido ng Masang Pilipino (PMP) en- 
dorsed Lacson as their presidential candidate. 

 Conspicuously absent was Sen. Edgardo Angara, 
LDP president, who reportedly has declared his sup- 
port for businessman Eduardo “Danding” Cojuang- 
co as the opposition's standard-bearer. 

About 200 politicians and supporters gathered at 
Club Filipino in Greenhills, San Juan, for the 
launching, which was held reportedly after a feng 
shui expert had said that any day between April 26 
and 29 would be “auspicious” for Lacson. 

The delegates recited a "pledge of unity" which 
asked Lacson to "lead us until victory is achieved." 

But ex-Sen, Juan Ponce Ennle, kad convenor of 
the “united opposition," said that others aspiring to 
be the opposition candidate were still welcome to 
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We must stress what we know. 
First, Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome affects all nations. It 
affects the way 
nations 
economies inter- 
t our reading of act with each other now and in 


This was my problem with all 
the debate over whether or not 


SARS was officially here, The ndi 
tion of a “SARS-free” country," 
based on the convoluted definiet; 
tion of the “absence of local trans 
mission,” was a bubble waiting to” 
burst. In a globalized world-2 
where people, ideas, products?" 
and services cross borders at an. 
unprecedented rare, the concept 
of a country that could be geo-3s 
NOW/aIB 
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When laundering 
money is good 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Armand N. Nocum 


IT'S literally dirty money. 

Dr. Michael Angelo Medina, coordinating. 
physician of the health organization SOS In- 
ternational, is not ruling out the possibility 
that a person can get SARS from money bills 
and coins. 
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ing to violence is equally con- 


seize power. Let us call for a ji 
demned by true believers,” Najib 


ago. More exploratory talks are 
had against poverty, against ig- 
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eace talks not fast enough-KL 


"MALAYSIA yesterday said talks between the Philippine 
‘government and Muslim rebels were not moving fast 
‘enough because of the continued violence in Mindanao. 

As mediator in the govern- Malaysia, a mostly Muslim 


said. “Islam is a religion of 
peace,” Najib said. 

“If indeed it claims to repre- 
sent Muslims," the Malaysian 


ment and against prejudice.” 


Talks to resume 


norance, against underdevelop- 


set in the Malaysian capital in 
the next few days. 

"While conceding that some 
headway had been made, Na- 
jib foretold more “temporary 


sment's peace negotiations with 
‘the Moro Islamic Liberation 
"Front, Malaysia called on the 
‘secessionist group to stop per- 
forming acts that showed "ter- 
'rorist tendencies." 

Mohamad Najib Tun Abdul 
"Razak, Malaysian defense min- 
ister, urged the rebels to “work 
within the constitutional 
"framework" of the Philippines. 

In his keynote speech before 
ihe National Conference on Re- 


is official stressed, “the Moro 
state, did not support or con- 


Malaysia has hosted previ- 


setbacks along the road.” 


Gloria still 
won't dance 


done Islamic secessionists 
seeking change through “ex- 
treme” behavior outside the 
political arena. "We respect the 
territorial integrity of the 
Philippines,” Najib said. 

The conference, held in Makati 
City and attended by about 100 
defense officials, academics and 
diplomats, was organized by the 
Center for Strategic Studies of the 
Office of the Presidential Adviser 


movement must combat radi- 
calism and militant elements 
within its organization. 

‘The call for jihad, or Muslim 
holy war, had long been abused 
by extremists to instill fear and 
create terror, Najib said. He 
urged “all sides" to see the big 
picture, rather than dwelling on 
“parochial issues and interests.” 

He cited the Abu Sayyaf kid- 
nap gang as an example. “This 


ous talks between government 
negotiators and the MILF that. 
have led to a shaky truce and 
other accords. But fighting has 
recently flared up anew, and 
the government has accused 
the rebels of planting bombs in 
an airport and a bustling wharf 
in the past two months. 

Atleast 38 people were killed 
and 150 others were injured in 
the attacks, for which several 


bushed outside 


beyond 


"True enough, the military 

pore yey Uni fve Masini 
Tebels and one soldier had been 
Kiled in an hour-long gun bottle 
after an army convoy was am- 


town in Maguindanao province. 
‘Najib called on the opposing 
sides to establish "conlidence- 
building measures" that could go 
peace accords. “If both 
are commited,” he said, “Iam op- 


By D. Pazzibugan 
J.Labog-Javellana 
and C. Avendaño 


PRESIDENT Macapa- 


le Datu Odin Sinsuat 


change tune 


gal-Arroyo is still not 
dancing the Charter 
of 


the Cha-cha 


claimed earlier that 
the Charter could be 
amended by Novem- 
ber to change the sys- 
tem of government 
froma presidential to. 
a parliamentary sys- 
tem, said the two 


group is using Islam to confuse 
people," he said. 

As for other Muslim rebels, 
Najib said: “(They) must con- 
centrate on bringing greater de- 
velopment to the community 
instead of merely aiming to 


LAPTOPS & 


MILF leaders and members are 
now facing murder charges. 

‘An exploratory meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur last month 
failed to put an end to the 
fighting, raising the specter of 
another impasse. 

The MILE the larg: 
lim guerrilla group 
Philippines with about 12,000 
fighters, insisted that troops 
pull out of its overran base and 
that the charges against its 
members be droppe 

On the slightly brighter side, 
both camps have now agreed 
to resume formal peace negoti- 
ations suspended two years 


timistic peace can be achieved.” 

He said he discussed mea- 
sures to move the process for- 
ward with President Macapagal 
Arroyo on Monday, but refused 
to elaborate. However, in his 
speech yesterday, he pointed to 
poverty alleviation and devel- 
opment as the only ways to de- 
prive insurgency of its “allure.” 

Meanwhile, Defense Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes said he saw 
mo contradiction in talking 
peace while fighting, “We con- 
tinue to enforce the law,” he 
said, “but we keep the window 
‘open.”With reports from AFR 
AP and Reuters 


Speaker Jose de 
Venecia even as the 
Speaker yesterday 
claimed that “more 
and more senators” 
were supporting con- 
stitutional amend- 
ments by way of a 
constituent assembly. 
Presidential 

spokesperson Igna- 
cio Bunye said the 
President simply be- 
lieves that amending 
the Constitution 
should not be a prior- 
ity ar this time when 
"there are other con- 
cerns that have to be 
addressed . . . other 
priorities that should 
be given attention." 


chambers were clos- 
er to agreeing to con- 
venea constituent as- 
sembly after he met 
with senators yester- 
day. 


igional Security, Najib said for Special Concerns. 

1 "Muslims must 
be reminded that. 
exremim is 

loathed by Islam. 

and that resor- 

Magic number 

"The magic number 
is about to be 
reached,” said De 
Venecia even if only 
four senators —Edgar- 
do Angara, Aqulino 
Pimentel Jr, Vicente 
Sotto I and Robert 
Barbers—showed up 
for the luncheon meet- 
ing at the Mandarin 
hotel in Makati. 

"We agreed that we 
are moving towards 
developing a consen- 
sus for a constituent 
assembly but our most 
important agreement 
is that there will def. 
nitely be elections in 
2004 and there will be 
no extension of the 
terms (of the incum- 
bent ofi)" De 
Venecia said after the 
meeting. 

He said the sena- 
tors agreed that it 
was time to shift to a 

yarliamentary and 
federal form of gov- 
ernment with a uni- 
cameral legislature, 

Most senators re- 
portedly disagree 
with De Venecia's 
preferred mode of 
amending the Char- 
ter through a con- 
stituent assembly. 

Bur a House official 
has claimed that 10 
senators were already 
in favor of a con- 
stituent assembly, two 
votes short of the num- 
ber needed to approve 
a resolution filed by 
Angara and Barbers. 
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Senate 

Bunye said the 
President was count- 
ing on the Senate to 
stop De Venecia's 
“Cha-cha express.” 

“We know it takes 
two to make this hap- 
pen... If the Senate 
will not approve of 
the manner in which 
(the Constitution) is 
being proposed to be 
amended, we dont 
see much progress 
along this line," Bun- 
yesaid. 

De Venecia, who 
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House 

The House earlier 
approved the resolu- 
tion proposing that 
the Congress consti- 
ture itself into a con- 
stituent assembly. 

Angara said after 
yesterdays meeting 
that mo agreement 
was concluded on the 
mode of effecting the 
amendments, 

Angara, who chairs 
the Senate committee 
on constitutional 
amendments, said the 
l4-member commit- 
tee was divided on 
whether to go for a 
constituent assembly 
or a constitutional 
convention. 

"Half-half, it could 
either go for Con-con 
or Con-ass,” he said 
ina phone interview. 

But Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon 
noted that "if there is 
mo majority (in the 
committee), there is 
no committee report.” 

He said that as far 
as he was concerned, 
he was not changing 
his position favoring 
a constitutional con- 
vention. 

Drilon is one of 14 
senators who signed 
a resolution. calling 
for a constitutional 
convention to amend 
the Constitution. 
That resolution still 
stands, he said, 


E ER. 


Fasoon Pom 


CMG ast romsmmen tanen tc 


3 DAY MEGA Sa 


362-1606 + 361-82 


U.S. IMMIGRATION 


Tf your father or mother is a U.S. citizen 
or Lawful Permanent Resident: 


eroi 


And you turned 21 when they migrated to the U.S. so you could 
not join them 


ti 
S 
E 


Ora parent filed a petition for you when he/she was not yet a U.S. 
citizen, but the petition was delayed because he/she became a US. 
citizen 


Elegance and 
comfort living 


READY FOR 
OCCUPANCY 


RESERVATION FEE 
DOWNPAYMENT 


Ora petition was filed for you, but you turned 2) and the processing 
was delayed preventing you from migrating sooner 


SERRE, 
dace. 


Nox CSPA, an important new immigration Jaw enables you to 
igrate to the US, immediately. 

Have your US relative contact us. We provide immigration 
(immigrant & working visas, extensions of stay, investors, adopted 
children, etc.) and other legal services (injuries, airplane crashes, 
‘wrongful deaths, ete.) outside and inside the U.S. We are among a 
few lawyers in the United States officially certified as U.S. 
Immigration Law Experts Specialists by the State Bar of California 
and our legal fees are Gir and reasonable 


E-i Sere 3. 
EERE LSPs ya 


For over 25 years, we have championed the cause of Immigrants 
LAW OFFICES OF TED LAGUATAN 


AND ASSOCIATES 
The Largest Fil-Am Practice in the U.S. 


ICE- 
Crusher 
xy Otte 


merit Stainless Steel, Inc. 


sco ao e an aerea s e Mangan Pug Cy 
| Tel. nos. 640-3270 e 5403278 
CEBU: Roost / 345-8221 to 23 e 348-7107 
i| DAVAO: Truscon | 222-1098 e 227-8804 


j SUNNY BRAND 
Copmetcia levier 


WAJ REALTY 
DEV'T, INC. 
. 400-8407 
Tel: 525-1787 


388 Market St., Ste. 400. 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 495-8749. 

Fax: (650) 991-1186 


6674 Mission SL. 
Daly City, CA 94018. 
650) 991-1154 
SAVE THIS AD 


» 


— P 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2003 


oa a diio B 


===" PHIDIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


——MM (€ isa otia Pa OS LC AC 


$30-M package in the bag for GMA’s US visit 


By Norman Bordadora. 
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WHEN she comes home after her top-level 
tete-a-tete with United States President 
George W. Bush, among the goodies in Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyos bag will be the 
Philippines $30 million share in the US for- 1^ 
eign military finance (FMF). 

This is a “done deal,” according to Ambas- 
sador to Washington Albert del Rosario. 

Ms Macapagal's state visit to the United 
States will push through this month, although 
itwill be shorter than originally planned. 

‘Spokesperson Ignacio Bunye yesterday con- 
firmed that the visit, first scheduled April 1-5, 
had been reset to May 19-21. The President 
called off the trip as early as March 13 due to 
the impending United States attack on Iraq. 

Bunye was asked over Radyo ng Bayan yes- 
terday to confirm a White House statement 
confirming the new schedule. He said the 
dates had been jointly agreed upon. 

n an interview at the Inquinen offices, Del 
Rosario explained that the FMF share, intended 
for the country’s counterterrorism campaign, 
was part of the supplemental budget for the US 
war on Iraq. He said it would soon be released to 
the Armed Forces, on top of a $30 million grant 
under the US economic support fund (ESF). 

Del Rosario said both $30-million packages 
were the results of the Philippines moral and po- 
litical support to the US-led coalition against Iraq. 

Bunye did not say why the state visit had 
been cut to just three days, but he noted that 
Ms Macapagal was one of the "very few” 
world leaders invited to Washington this year. 
With Dona Pazzibugan 
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BE READY to die. 

The Filipino hu- 
manitarian and peace- 
keeping contingent to 
Iraq should not only 
settle for a measly 
salary but also brace 
for the possibility of 
death, said Lt. Gen. 
Rodolfo Garcia, 
Armed Forces vice 
chief of staff. 

Garcia warned that 
injury or death was 
an “accepted risk? for 
the mission when he 
was placed on the hot 
seatin yesterday's Bu- 
lung Pulungan forum. 
at the Westin Philip- 
pine Plaza in Pasay. 

Buthe failed to note 
that the team would 
include doctors and 
nurses who would 
tend to war victims. 

Asked if the gov- 
ernment could collect 
for damages from the 
US-led coalition 
should there be casu- 
akies, the official 
replied: "Soldiers go 
to conflict... like peo- 
ple in Mindanao are 
dying for honor and 
they would in Iraq." 

“We don't want ca- 
sualties... (But) we 
accept that there'll be 
casualties. That is a 


RV. Are you 40 years old or older? 
[X] Do you exercise everyday? 
[M] Do you eat a balanced diet? 
RV is your waist getting bigger? 
Maybe you should start taking COR-30 everyday? 
Helps prevent Heart Attack! 
Aspirin has been proven to help prevent heart attack. It helps 
reduce the number of "bad prostaglandins" in the blood. "Bad 


prostaglandins are the reason why blood clots occur. These blood 
clots could help trigger a heart attack. 


Less "side effects" 
There are people who experience "side effects" like ulcer when 
taking aspirin. COR-30 is the "lowest dose" aspirin. Because of 
this, you can experience less or even no aspirin induced 


Plasti-Dermi Treatment 
-- The Non-Surgical Liposuction Technology 
from Marie-France 


fact," he added. 

The Macapagal ad- 
ministration is set to 
send a 500-man mis- 
sion to lraq next 
month. The AFP had 
earlier bared that 
each of the troops 
stands to get a paltry 
daily salary of $3.50 
(or roughly P192) 

Garcia could” not 
give any assurance that. 
anybody could be held 
liable incase a member. 
of the mission gets hurt 
or killed. He also could 
not tell if the US or 
Britain would pay for 
damages. 

‘The Department of 
Foreign Affairs, he said, 
is currently negotiating 
a Status of Forces 
Agreement with Qatar 
and Kuwait. The agree- 
ment would cover the 
conduct of Filipino 
troops in these coun- 
ties when they suy 
there on their way to 
"Iraq, he added, 

But once the team. 
holds actual peace- 
‘keeping and humani- 
‘arian mission in war- 
‘torn Iraq, the AFP offi- 
‘cial could not say if 
there would be any 
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"side effects". However, being “low dose" does not necessarily 
mean "low efficacy". This does not diminish its ability to lessen 
"bad prostaglandins" in the blood and help protect you 
against heart attack. 

COR-30 is made specially for the heart! 
Heart ailments are expensive to treat! You are not the only one 
who will suffer but also your whole family. Help prevent it from 
happening by taking COR-30 everyday. Because of its very 
affordable price and effect on your body, it was made specially for 
youl Take one COR-30 everyday for your peace of mind against 
heart attack 


For more information, please call the COR-30 Hotline: 920-1911 
‘Consult your doctor. 
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I didn’t ask for the job, says new DPWH boss 


1 
By Blanche S. Rivera. 


STUNG by criticisms, newly appointed Public 
Works Secretary Florante Soriquez said yes- 
terday that he was willing to give up his post if 
the President finds a replacement for him. 

1 


Soriquez said he had not lobbied for the 
leadership of the Department of Public Works 
and Highways but merely “accepted what was 
offered” when he was called to Malacafiang 
on Friday. 

“I would gladly relinquish (my post) if the 
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President finds someone else to take over the 
department in the next few months" 
Soriquez said in an interview yesterday, a day 
after te was sworn into office. 

Soriquez said that he was "surprised" by 
the opposition from congressmen who were 
not even knowledgeable of the controversial 
Megadike project. 

"The congressmen from Central Luzon are 
not complaining. They have nothing against 
me. How come these congressmen from 
Visayas and Mindanao are the ones who want 
me out?" he said. 

There are two pending legal proceedings 
involving Soriquez, one pending in the 
Supreme Court and another in the Office of 
the Ombudsman concerning the multibillion- 
peso Megadike project. 

Soriquez said that he did not expect to be 
appointed because the top DPWH post was 
first offered to former Undersecretary Ted En- 
carnacion, and later to Undersecretary Manuel 

Bonoan, the most se- 

nior career official. 
Soriquez said that 

he did not intend to 


stay long at his new post and that he would 
slide back to being Undersecretary for Opera- 
tions if and when the President finds a perma- 
nent secretary or in 2004 when the President's 
term expires. 

He, however, expressed confidence that he 
had enough expertise to handle the DPWH de- 
spite his lack of preparation for the top post. 

Soriquez, 60, has served the department 
for 41 years, starting as a laborer for the con- 
struction of the Manila International Airport 
Griveway and later holding district posts 
when he became an engineer. 

He was appointed DPWH assistant secre- 
tary in 2001 and Undersecretary in January 
this year. 

Soriquez said that he wanted to fast-track 
ongoing projects nationwide. He has already 
ordered an inventory of projects to see if they 
‘were moving according to schedule. 

He also said that he would continue the poli- 
cies of outgoing Public Works Secretary and 
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
chair Bayani Fernando on the nationwide 
clearing of sidewalks and proper engineering 
to eliminate opportunities for corruption. 
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Perez 
may yet 
be back 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


AFTER initially deny- 
ing it, presidential 
spokesperson Igna- 
cio Bunye hinted yes- 
terday that ex-justice 
Secretary Hernando 
Perez may yet be re- 
appointed to the Cab- 
inet, 

In his regular news 
briefing, Bunye de- 
nied rumors that 
Perez would replace 
Transportation Sec 
retary Leandro Men- 
doza. 

“I don't think so, 
because Secretary 
Mendoza is not mov- 
ing from his posi- 
tion,” Bunye insisted. 

But when asked if 
Perez is returning to 
the Cabinet in any ca- 
pacity, Bunye was 
less categorical. 

"Ah we, we don't 
know," he said after a 
moment's pause. 

“As far as the pre- 
sent Cabinet members 
are concerned, there's 
every indication that 
they're staying put in 
their respective pla- 
ces," he added. 

The other day 
Bunye played down 
rumors that a Cabi- 
net reshuffle is in the 
works. 

Talks have it that 
Perez would replace 
Mendoza, who in tum 
would replace Interior 
Secretary Joey Lina. 

Lina, according to 
the rumors, will take 
over as public works 
secretary following 
Bayani Fernando's 
resignation. 

Fernando gave up 
the DPWH portfolio 
in favor of his post as 
Metro Manila Devel- 
‘opment Authority 
chair. 

Public officials are 
banned from holding 
dual positions. 

Bunye said the 
President herself has 
denied that Lina, 
Mendoza or any oth- 
er Cabinet official 
would be sacked. 
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By Carlito Pablo and Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


MALACANANG yesterday warned what it 
called "rabble-rousers" against attempting to 
create mayhem on Thursday, Labor Day, 
which also marks the second anniversary of 
the bloody May 1, 2001 uprising of support- 
ers of jailed ex-President Joseph Estrada. 

“Our authorities are there and we are pre- 
pared for those who will make trouble on La- 
bor Day," Presidential Spokesperson Ignacio 
Bunye said in a dzRB radio interview. 

Police commands in six regions outside 
Metro Manila have been ordered to augment 
the troops of the Super Task Force Kapaya- 
paan, the police body formed to handle the 
rallies in the capital on May 1. 

The contingency plan, which will involve 
the police commands of Central Luzon, South- 
ern Tagalog, Ilocos, Cordillera, Cagayan and 
Bicol regions, was contained in Letter of In- 
struction No. 17 issued by Philippine National 
Police chief Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. 


No wage 


hike for 
Labor Day 


AS he has come to expect in recent years, the 
Filipino worker will not be seeing—or even 
asking for—a wage increase on Labor Day. 

‘The government is instead laying out free 
concerts and free train rides for workers and 
their families. 

Economic Planning Secretary Romulo Neri 
said the business environment at present 
makes it difficult to ask for higher wages, given 
the low demand and the already high wages of 
Filipino workers in comparison with those of 
laborers from other countries in the region. 

Astatement from the labor department last 
Monday all but confirmed that there would be 
no announcement of a mandated wage in- 
crease order on Thursday. 

Labor Undersecretary Josephus Jimenez 
also said the department has not received any 
petition fora wage hike. 

^ think labor has realized that it is hard to 
search for higher wages at this time because 
there will always be someone out there, say in 
India or Viemam, who are willing to do the same 
‘work for less pay,” Neri said in an interview. 


Rank No. 2 

Neri cited a 2002 survey released recently by 
the Swiss-based Institute for Management De- 
velopment which showed that Philippine labor 
ranked No. 2 in terms of labor costs in manufac- 
turing among 48 other developing countries. 

In terms of compensation levels, which in- 
clude wages and supplementary benefits, 
Philippine labor also ranked high at No. 8, 
said Neri, the director general of the National 
Economic and Development Authority. 

He said that although the country ranked 
No. 1 in terms of the availability of skilled la- 
bor here, thus making the grant of higher 
wages reasonable, increasing these wages 
further may not be called for. 

"The rate of inflation is already very low 
anyway, so I guess there will be less pressure 
fora wage increase,” said Neri. 

In March, the rate of inflation slowed to 2.9 
percent, compared to 3.1 percent in February 
and 3.6 percent for the same period last year, 
mainly because of lower increases in the 
prices of major food products. 

Instead of agitating for a wage increase, 
Neri said workers should upgrade their labor 
skills and productivity to earn higher incomes. 

“The better mind-set would be to think of 
increasing value creation and production be- 
‘cause a mere inerease in wages without a cor- 
responding increase in value would be unsus- 
tainable and might force factories to close 
down,” he said. Michelle V Remo 


Bokya’ for Obet 


MAJOR agrarian reform groups yesterday 
gave Agrarian Reform Secretary Roberto 
"Ober" Pagdanganan a grade of flat zero or 
“bokya” on the marking of his 100th 

day in office, citing his alleged failure 
to deliver on the promises he made more 
than three months ago. 

The groups led by the Task Force Mapalad 
(TFM) and the Philippine Peasant Institute 
(PPD described Pagdanganan as a secretary 
‘who eats up his time studying issues thereby 
ending up having not done anything.” 

Jose Rodito Angeles, TFM spokesper- 
son, said Pagdanganan spends more time 
shaking people's hands and kissing babies. 
Pagdanganan, a former Bulacan governor, 
is said to be running for senator despite. 
two unsuccessful bids. 

Some 150 farmers, farm workers and ad- 
vvocates yesterday pitched in front of the De- 

of Agrarian Reform hundreds of 
eggs with words "Obers 100 days: Bokya sa 
CARE" to symbolize what they alleged as Pag- 
danganan' dismal performance in office. 

‘The protesters belonged to the TFM, 
PPI, Kaisahan, Caret, Pambansang Kilu- 
san ng mga Samahan sa Kanayunan 
(PKSK), People's Campaign for Agrarian 
Reform Network (AR Now!) Asiadharra, 
Pakisama, Pildharra, COIR, Samahang 
53-Ektarya sa Macabud and ICSI, 
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May 1 ‘rabble-rouser 
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According to the LOI, this kind of deploy- 
ment was expected when the "peace and or- 
der situation worsens as mass actions escalate 
toa level of uncontrollable magnitude.” 

While the order planned for a worst-case sce- 
nario, Ebdane said participants in the Labor Day 
rallies on Thursday were "not on the scale" of the 
May 1, 2001 violent protests in which pro-Estra- 
da supporters tried to storm Malacañang. 

"Perhaps, ifs not even onetenth (of the 
protesters who joined the May 1 siege)," Ebdane 
said. "The people have learned their lesson. Most 
ofthem do not want to participate anymore." 

The National Capital Region Police Office 
yesterday placed its members on heightened 
alert and has started deploying some in criti- 
cal areas in Metro Manila in preparation for 
tomorrow's rallies. 

Chief Supt. Enrique Galang, acting director for 
‘operations, said members of the civil disturbance 
management (CDM) unit have been instructed 
to watch out for saboteurs during the rallies who 
might carry out "terrorist and atrocious acts.” 

He said police officials would be conferring 
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s' warned 


with militant leaders to “reach a common un- 
derstanding in ensuring a peaceful, orderly 
and safe Labor Day" 

Bunye appealed to those planning demonstra- 
tions on May 1 to let the government use the day 
to pay tribute to the “great Filipino worker" 

"rhe idea really isto honor the true and gen- 
uine laborer,” Bunye said as he noted that some 
parties were intending to use the rallies to "push 
the political agenda of certain people." 

In another interview over dzRH radio, Bun- 
ye trashed former senator Juan Ponce Enrile 
‘who claimed that the government had alleged- 
ly hatched a plot to cause turmoil on Thursday 
and pin the blame on the opposition. 

“Look who's talking,” said Bunye, recalling 
that Enrile faked his own ambush in 1972 as 
part of the plan of the dictator Ferdinand Mar- 
‘cos to impose martial law. 

“We believe that people don't have short 
memories. We know that he (Enrile) himself 
spread the canard of false ambushes and he's 
really adept at such practices,” Bunye said. 
With a report from TJ Burgonio 
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Inited opposition’ picks Lacson for 2004 


= 
Fm page Al gara said. The Election Code pro- the launching by its president, Progressive Leadership and for- will through a presidency without bearer would be chosen during a 
ahtestthefinal nomination. hibits the endorsement of a can- ex-agrarian reform secretary Ho- mer Presidential Adviser Jamby politics and a leadership without convention 45 days before the 
‘Lacson, who voted to provide didate before November, or six racio “Boy” Morales; secretary Madrigal. fear, without compromise. We in start of the campaign period, or 
“tough, ‘no-nonsense leader- months before the elections. general Lito Benayo; Estrada's A the opposition, duly united, will sometimeinDecember — ' 
ship” if elected President, said He said the proclamation was son San Juan Mayor Joseph Vic- Pledge of unity provide that kind of tough, no- Zamora said Lacson would def- 
th final choice would be aco. attended mostly by members of tor Ejercito; and a number of Also in attendance were Sen nonsense leadership,” he said to  initely be it for the opposition, 
lective decision of the opposi- the PMP and by a “sprinkling” of congressmen. Juan Rep. Ronaldo Zamora, the cheers ofhis supporters “Danding (Cojuangco) is running 
tign. LDP members. “It’s not LDP-spon- Among those who delivered Palawan Rep. Abraham Mitra and Enrile said there was a need under the administration banner, 
He earlier said he was not wor- sored,” he said. speeches were JV Ejercito, ex-Sen. Francisco "Kit Tatad, to gather the “amorphous oppo- if he runs, (As for FPJ), how long 
risd that the Supreme Court’srul- — He said that the LDP was in Padilla, Deputy Minority Lead- who wrote the “pledge ofunity” sition" under one umbrella to have we been waiting for him to 
ing on April 1 ordering the re- the process of choosing its presi- er Rolex Suplico, Makati Rep. A host of local polit avoid the humiliating defeat in say he will run?" the congress- 
Opening ofthe Kuratong Baleleng dential candidate and that any Agapito “Butz” Aquino (LDP toralleadersandsupportesfilled 1992 when Fidel Ramos won man said. 
mhüliplémurder case against decision made by its executive secretary general), Maguin- the hall while a small group ra- the presidency. The LDP and PMB as well as 
Wim would affect his plan to run council would have to prevail. danao Rep. Didagen Dilan- lied outsidetocheer Lacson. (See He noted that the opposition the KBL and other parties like 
for president. ‘While LDP has yet to choose its galen, Cavite Representatives related story on page 23) still had no face because its Cavite's Magdalo have not offi 
: candidate, the number of pany Gilbert Remulla and Plaridel He said ilpinos were beret leaden Estrada, was in jail. For cially endorsed Lacson but their 
Violation of Election Code? members supporting Lacson is Abaya, Laguna Gov. Ningning ofhope” amid the massive unem- this reason we have decided to leaders came yesterday to sup- 
gara said members of oppo- growing bigger according to Lazaro, Cavite Gov. Ireneo Ma- ployment, widespread criminali- meet this morning to present port him, according to Morales, 
sigon groups “appear” tohavevi- House Minority Leader Carlos liksi, Rona Ganzon, retired Jus- tyandfailureof governance. the (tentative) face of the unit- Asked why it was launched this 
lated the Election Code when Padilla. tice Santiago Kapunan, Eva  "Whenlamaskedwhatiswrong ed opposition,” he said. early, Morales said: “Because 
they endorsed Lacson as their Estrada is still hoping that his Estrada-Kalaw, Salvador Gar- in our country, I answer with full 3 people have been asking if Ping is 
standard bearer. friend, actor Fernando Poe Jr banzos of the Justice Economy conviction: governance is what is December convention serious (in running) and if the op- 
‘They have to be careful not to will run for President. But his Environment Peace- (JEEP), wronginourcountry"hesak After the launching, Banayo position will supporthim. The an- 
violate the Election Code,” An- party PMP was represented in Risha Molato of the Youth for “We must demonstrate political said the final opposition standard  swer to both is yes.” 
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^ S week, according to a police report and several 
and base, That means you'll get years of reliable d x Y ©) eyewitness accounts. 


On Friday, at the Ayala Entertainment Cen- 
ter, the vice governor got fuming mad and hit 
E B aman several times. The man’s mistake: He 
gets. It’s also tough to beat when It comes to ey, á said the vice governor, the son of Sen. Jobn 
M Henry Osmeña, was gay. 
your convenience -- Semi-Automatic one-touch As Seven days before that, on Black Saturday, 
j the young Osmeña, who is in his early 30s and 
i ze considered one of Cebu's most eligible bache- 
defrost, Cold Wall Design for uniform cooling H lors, found himself involved in another fist 
fight, this time on Boracay Island, The cause: 
"jealousy over a lady.” 

E On Friday, a man approached the young 
and Quick freezing time. Now you know why the Osmeña inside the Brik Sports Bar and said: 
a 3 "They said you're gay" Osmefia immediately 
Condura EBX is an even better choice. stood up and punched the man, identified as 
Jong King, several times. They were pacified 

by their respective friends, witnesses said. 

The Cebu City police had no record of the 
fight. The vice governor also refused to com- 
ment on the incident. But he went on the 
record about the fight in Boracay. 

The Black Saturday incident, which was 
recorded in a blotter in the Malay police sta- 
tion, said the fist fight was between Osmefia’s 
group and the group of a certain Andrew 
Lopez, reportedly the son of former Iloilo 
Congressman Albertito Lopez. 

‘The two groups exchanged punches at the 
Cocomangas Bar, a popular hangout near 
Boat Stadon 2 in Barangay Balabag, accord- 
ing to reports of the Boracay Special Police 
Unit (BSPU) 

Citing blotter reports, POI Fe Rebanio of 
the BSPU said the brawl happened inside the 
bar at around 3:30 a.m. of April 19. 

He said members of both groups ex- 
changed punches, but said the report did not 
indicate who started the fight or how it start- 
ed, except to say that it was triggered by “jeal- 
ousy over a lady.” The report did not identify 
the woman or say whether she was part of any 
ofthe groups. 

There were no reported injuries or dam- 
ages to property. The two groups also did not 
file any complaint after they settled their dif- 
ferences “amicably” in the presence of the po- 
lice, 

“They shook hands,” said Rebanio, quoting 
the police report. 

‘Osmefia admitted he was with a group in- 
volved in the fight, but denied he had taken 
partinit. 

“I don't know how my name came out, I 
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5 He said that Lopez almost hit him in the eye 
| * when the later tried to kick his friend. 
‘AN EVEN BETTER CHOICE “Tve no idea what caused the fight. 1 don't. 
even know the guys name (referring to 
lr Lopez). His foot was right in the corner of my 
is geno! parried it,” he added. 5 
5 The incident was reported to the police five 
Customer Hotline} s A minutes after the fight started by someone on 
sia the staff of Cocomangas. 
8 12-6751 306 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, smeia said the groups later patched 
Makati City things up, and added he even shook hands 
with Lopez. 
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Blunders by 3 presidents blamed for power mess 


COSTLY blunders committed by three presi- 
dents have made a huge mess in the power in- 
dustry and has resulted in the unabated sky- 
rocketing of the cost of electri 

And the latest monumental mistake is a 
$500-million foreign loan to pay for President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's decision to reduce pur- 
chase power adjustment (PPA) charges which 
had driven the National Power Corp. deeper 


into bankruptcy. THAT THE CARRIER AIR 


This was the gist of a speech delivered by 
former Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile before the Fed- 
eration of Philippine Industries (FPI) as he 
urged the country’s business and industrial 
sector to unite with consumers in seeking im- 
mediate reforms in the power industry. 

In reaction to the speech, the federation 
urged the government to amend the contro- 
versial Electric Power Industry Reform Act * s 
(Epira) because it allegedly contained provi- 5 
sions that make it difficult for domestic busi- OFFICES 
nesses to be competitive. 

FPI chair Meneleo Carlos Jr, speaking at 
the "Forum on Power" at Club Filipino, said 
one reason domestic businesses were becom- 
ing uncompetitive was the high cost of elec- 
tricity in the country. 

FPI president Jesus Arranza said some of 
the provisions of the Epira allowed for the 
regime of expensive electric power. 


Review Epira 

‘The FPI, which groups various industry as- 
sociations, called for a review of the Epira's 
provisions pertaining to the contracts with in- 
dependent power producers (IPP) of the 
state-owned National Power Corp. and the 
Manila Electric Company distribution utility. 

‘Arranza said the government should do 
something about eliminating the provision 
that allows IPPs to charge to end-users the 
cost of electricity consumed, adding that this 
provision was causing suffering to the con- 
suming public. 

Arranza also cited a provision in the Epira 
which removed the cap on the retum on in- 
estiment that IPPs are allowed, and proposed 
that the cap should be restored 

“IFI were Meralco and I have my own IPR I 
can easily bloat my income and still make it 
appear as if Meralco was just breaking even 
because the IPPs are now exempt from having 
a cap on their return on investment. Then 
‘Meralco will still pass on the cost to the end- 
user,” he said 

The FPI criticized the Lopez Group-owned 
Meralco for reducing the amount of electrici- 
ty it purchased from Napocor to benefit the 
IPPs co-owned by the Lopezes. 

Jt questioned why Meralco was buying 
electricity from the IPPs that charge P4.50 to 
5.50 per kilowatt hour, and not from Napoc- 
or whose power is priced at P3.50 per kWh. 

Among the Lopez-owned IPPs are First Gas 
Power Corp., Duracom and Quezon Power. 

“The Epira should be reviewed to disallow 
cross-ownership. Those who own electricity 
generation companies should not be allowed 
to own electricity distribution companies be- 
cause it results in higher electricity rates,” 
said Arranza. 

Napocor senior vice president Roland 
Quilala, who was at the forum, said the ener- 
gy department was conducting negotiations 
with the IPPs on to how to reduce purchased 
power adjustment costs. 


Publicity stunt 

Enrile, an advocate for consumer protection 
against abuses in the electric power industry, 
said President Macapagal’s lowering of the PPA 
was meant to salvage a boast she made in 
pushing for the passage by Congress of the Epi- 
ra Law that electricity rates would immediate- 
ly go down by 30 centavos perkWh. 

Te tumed out to be a very expensive publi 
ty stunt that backfired as electric bills of con- 
sumers skyrocketed to the publics dismay 
and shock, Enrile said. 

Enrile traced the history of the country’s 
worsening power crisis, starting from the deci- 
sion of then President Corazon Aquino to abol- 
ish the Department of Energy to retum the 
Meralco to the Lopez family, and to scrap the ex- 
pensive Bataan nuclear power plant, a $2 
Tion mistake for which the people are stil pay- 
ing to this day, 

When Fidel Ramos became president, he 
used his emergency powers to enter into 
onerous contracts with independent power J 
pue eg ecce] | de Ny pe 
ex Enrile said. As a result Napocor had to pay : 
forthe excess power it did not need or use. 

Then, Enrile said, came Ms Macapagal, A efas 
whose Epira raised the cost of power even 
more, instead of bringing it down. The former 
senator said he warned the President against 
signing Epira into a law but that he never had 
“the courtesy of any reply" Michelle V Remo 
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SARS-free? 


A FTER WEEKS of unrelieved gloom over what looked 


like a swift, irreversible slide toward a global SARS 

pandemic, there is good news finally. On Monday, 

the World Health Organization announced that the worst 

may be over in Vietnam, Singapore, Hong Kong and 

Canada. “It appears from reports that 

EDITORIAL the epidemic has peaked in those coun- 

tries,” said WHO chief for communica- 

ble diseases David Heyman who noted that fewer cases 

were being reported in those places. Vietnam was cited by 

the WHO for showing to the world that “there is hope 

SARS can be contained.” There had been five deaths from 

SARS in that country, but no new cases have been report- 
ed since April 8. 

Similarly bright news have also come up on the home 
front. Yesterday, the overseas worker from Eastern Samar 
who was thought to have contracted the disease in Hong 
Kong was sent home after she showed no signs of fever 
and health authorities determined that she never had 
SARS in the first place. Regional officials, who had come 
under fire from Leyte officials and residents for bringing 
“JP” to the government-run East Visayas Regional Medical 
Center in Tacloban City, happily declared the region to be 
“SARS-free.” 

Apparently also SARS-free now is Barangay Vacante in 
Alcala, Pangasinan, where the two fatalities from the 
dread disease came from. Health authorities had ordered 
the village placed under quarantine for two weeks follow- 
ing the death on April 14 of Adela Catalon, a nursing aide 
in Toronto, the epicenter of the SARS outbreak in Canada. 
Also succumbing to SARS eight days later was her cancer- 
stricken father. The quarantine was lifted Sunday, al- 
though 26 people will remain in isolation for a few more 
days. Happily no one in the village came down with fever 
of any other symptoms associated with SARS. And neither 
did some 700 or 800 people with whom Catalon came in 
contact with as she traveled to many places and attended 
social functions during her short-lived homecoming. 

There have been, of course, several suspected cases of 
SARS recently, including a South Korean girl who was 
found to have high fever upon her arrival in Manila Mon- 
day. But with no new cases being confirmed by health au- 
thorities, the country can now be said to be SARS- 
free—for the time being at least. 

Now, Filipinos can breathe more easily—literally. And 
maybe there will be less of the paranoia that sees a SARS 
cartier in every person who sneezes and a spreader in ev- 
ery resident of Vacante or Maybocog, the barangay in 
Maydolong, Eastern Samar, where JP comes from. 

This does not mean the disease has been licked, much 
less that it will not happen again. While the number of 
cases has gone down in many other countries, SARS con- 
tinues to rage in China where more than 3,000 people 
have been stricken down by the disease and 139 have 
been killed so far. Just as bad is the news that the develop- 
ment ofa vaccine may take at least a year. 

Thus vigilance, caution and care should be the watch- 
word for everyone. It isn’t time to let our guard down or sit 
on our hands. As President Macapagal-Arroyo put it, “We 
must anticipate the worst scenario so that we will not 
wake up to a crisis that is much bigger than we imagined.” 

It may be a heavy burden to those who are affected, but 
ifa person or a place needs to be quarantined then the au- 
thorities should not hesitate to issue the order. If the law 
does not allow certain measures that are necessary to 
contain the spread of the disease, then Congress should 
hurry to pass the needed legislation. 

In the meantime, the nation could do without the injec- 
tion of politics into this problem. It doesn't help anyone to 
see a drift towards martial law in every stringent measure 
government puts up or proposes to deal with this life-and- 
death issue. A health catastrophe threatens the nation and 
all some people see is martial law creeping in. Paranoia over 
the exercise of power can be as deadly as the fear of SARS. 


Winning the peace 


United States needs to realize that it may not like what first may 
there. The US must have patience and feeling for distinc- 
tions within the wide field of political Islam. 


I Fitis serious about striving for democracy in the Middle East, the 


Ifit directs the process too much toward a sec- 
FOREIGN ular, US-friendiy regime, the efforts may back- 
fire and lead to a new Lebanon. 
COMMENT eserves to be repeated: winning the peace 
is more difficult than winning the war. 
Expressen (Stockholm, Sweden) 
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ONE positive effect of the SARS scare is that 
we are saving a lot of taxpayers’ money and 
precious foreign exchange which at this time 
of the year would ordinarily be wasted on nu- 
‘merous junkets by government officials. Usual- 
ly almost all the congressmen and senators are 
traveling abroad now on one pretext or anoth- 
er, all spending the people's money. The elite 
would also be abroad, as they wouldn't be 
caught dead spending summer in a backward 
country like the Philippines. Even those who 
can hardly afford it but are seeking status, 
would be in Hong Kong or Singapore so they 
can say that they spent their vacations abroad. 
‘They think that is how to achieve status. 

‘The SARS scare has changed all that. Most 
of our legislators and other public officials are 
home, with the exception of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, and especially former President 
Fidel V Ramos who wants to eclipse the travel 
record of Marco Polo. All because itis now dan- 
gerous to travel, especially to SARS-infected 
countries. Just riding in airplanes is risky, not 
because of hijackers but because of SARS. The 
jetliner's cabin is one of the likeliest places to 
catch the SARS virus. It is a closed space; the 
air init is circulated and recirculated again and 
again. If only one passenger isa carrier, he can 
spread the virus to all the other passengers. 
But so can riding in an air-conditioned bus, the 
Metrorail, or going to a movie house or a shop- 
ping mall, all of which are closed spaces with 
recirculated air. 

Where is the best place to go this summer 
and avoid SARS? Somebody asked at yester- 
day's health forum at Annabel’s in Quezon City, 
which dwelt principally on the hazards of air 
travel because of SARS. The answer to that 
‘question is this: Go to open spaces with plenty 
of sunshine, such as the beach. Sunlight kills 
the SARS virus within three hours. So stay in 
the sunshine in the beach resorts, not in the 
air-conditioned rooms and bars. But don’t get 
sunburned. 

As in any case of calamity, it is sad that 
there are unscrupulous people taking ad- 


Neal H. Cruz 


vantage of the SARS emergency, particular- 
ly the profiteers. The prices of face masks, 
alcohol and other disinfectants, and vita- 
min pills have skyrocketed as people rush to 
the drugstores to protect themselves. There. 
was even a report in the media that a pa- 
paya extract being sold by an entrepreneur 
fights SARS. 

Is this true? The doctors at the health fo- 
rum were asked. 

Their answer: There is still no known 
cure for SARS. There is no finding nor ex- 
periment done on papaya extract. So don't 
waste your money on it. 

‘What about vitamin pills? 

They don't cure SARS. They only strength- 
en your body's immune system so that it can 
fight the SARS virus better and all other 
viruses and bacteria that manage to enter 
your body. 

So what drugs are given to SARS cases? 

They are given only supportive therapy, 
to help their immune system to fight the 
SARS virus. But there is still no known drug 
that can kill it. 

‘The best way to fight SARS is prevention, 
said the doctors. Improve your health by 
eating the right food and exercising regular- 
1y. Be more hygienic and sanitary. Wash your 
hands more often, with ordinary soap and 
water for at least five minutes each time, or 
with rubbing alcohol more quickly. Avoid 
touching your mouth, nose and eyes; that is 
where germs usually enter your body. 

A sidebar on herbal medicine such as pa- 
paya extract. There are advertisements touting 
certain herbal medicines for various diseases: 


ampalaya pills and tea for diabetes, mahogany 
seeds for high blood pressure, pito-pito leaves 
for all sorts of diseases, noni juice, etc. There 
are articles by prominent personalities attest- 
ing to the efficacy of some herbal medicines 
from personal experience. Any number of 
friends, relatives and co-workers swear that 
this or that herb has cured their illnesses. 

Don't believe them, warn doctors. It is risky. 
While it is true that many drugs are extracts 
from plants and trees, the needed medication 
is carefully extracted from leaf, fruit, lower or 
bark. Tea from herbs or a cocktail of leaves, 
such as pito-pito, isa different thing, however. 
They may contain the desired medication, but 
you never know what other ingredients they 
contain. Some of them may be harmful to your 
health. Some’ may contain powerful toxins. 
Mahogany seeds were very popular allegedly 
in lowering blood pressure sometime ago until 
some people taking them died and it was dis- 
covered that the seeds contained dangerous 
toxins, The same may be true of other herbal 
‘medicines. Their sale is allowed by the govern- 
‘ment because they are classified as food sup- 
plements and not as drugs. 

Thad a friend touting the efficacy of a cock- 
tail of algae and other ingredients advertised 
in the United States. It had made her more 
sprightly and banished all her aches and pains, 
she swore. Until it was discovered by laborato- 
ry examination that the cocktail contained, be- 
sides the algae and other ingredients, bacteria 
and other detritus such as cockroach and rat 
droppings. 

So don't believe those stories of your well- 
meaning friends and relatives. The well-being 
they feel after taking the herbal medicine may 
be psychological and emotional. They have 
faith in the herb so they feel better, the same 
thing that a placebo does to certain patients. 

Ifthey feel better, so it must be good? Yes, so 
long as the herb does not contain harmful 
properties. But what if it does? You never know 
unless the herb or leaf is subjected to laborato- 
ry analysis. You can be slowly poisoning your- 
self with an herb you think is curing you. 


Still, means and ends 


A READER had a very interesting reaction to 
the column I wrote last Wednesday, the one 
about the purpose of education being to edu- 
cate and not just to help people find work. His 
(long) letter reads in part: 

"Tam Floyd Gumpal Buenavente, a student 
of mass communications in UP Cebu. I just 
want you to know that I was very much affect- 
ed by your April 23 column ‘Means and ends." 
Ies not because I am graduating, it is because 1 
am not. I've been in UP for quite some time, 
about five years and counting, scandalous for a 
course that requires its students to finish in 
four years and a school that pays for its stu- 
dents in its country's taxes. My friends in UP 
tell me bluntly I should lose my idealism in or- 
der to bea part of the grazing herd that ‘lives to 
work... 

“ (Given) the continuing migration of our in- 
tellectuals to other countries, your column 
made me thihk that maybe education should 
stop. Students should not study, students 
should not pay their tuition, students should 
organize. Rizal said, ‘Show me your students 
and Fl show you your government.’ He was 
right. 

juring martial law I think students did 
this, but now they are branded as heretics and 
their schools mark their student numbers. It is 
not easy to bear the responsibility of being an 
iskolar ng bayan and opening your eyes to the 
truth!” 

Well, itis a radical option, one students took 
not just during martial law but during the four 
of five years that preceded it. The First Quarter 
Storm may have begun for us in 1970, but it 
began worldwide in 1968, in the ferment that 
‘swept over campuses from Sorbonne to Berke- 
ley, from the University of Mexico to the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines. I myself would not 
be loath to see something like that happen 
again—but only if its underlying philosophy 
was understood. 

Buenavente's implicit premise of course is 
that there's something wrong with the educa- 
tion itself. That's what inverts the natural order 
of things from "we work to educate ourselves," 
or more generally "we work to live," into "we 
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educate ourselves to work,” or "we live to 
work.” And more sadly, that is what consumes 
us to leave this country and look for greener 
pastures abroad. Buenavente's understated as- 
sumption is that it's not just that students un- 
fortunately get to think that way. Its that 
schools systematically make them think that 
way. 

i's an arguable premise. You find it in the 
utterances of school and education officials, in 
their definition of “competitiveness,” which 
quite patently suggests a quality of education 
that makes graduates sufficiently attractive in 
the job market. You find it in the courses that 
are given priority in schools, chief of them the 
ones that offer to produce world-class man- 
agers rather than world-class philosophers. 
And you find it in the culture itself, in the as- 
sumptions or definitions of success, or class. 
"The last often comes in the form of jokes. The 
one I heard recently has to do with the favorite 
coffee of students from various schools. Ate- 
means prefer Starbucks, La Salleans Seattle's 
Best, and UP students Coffee Republic. Univer- 
sity belt (or technical or vocational school) stu- 
dents prefer Kopiko. 

It suggests, though with the bitter pill of 
laughter, that the ideal of education isto crash 
the Starbucks-Seattle's Best circuit, become 
the manager of a big company, and/or work 
abroad. 

The inability of education to produce edu- 
cated people, defined as those who like to ask 
questions about the world they live in, or as 
those who demand to serve the people rather 
than just themselves, was a favorite thesis in 
the 1960s and 1970s. The late great Renato 
Constantino wrote a whole series of essays on 


it, which he collected in the book, "The Mis-ed- 
‘ucation of the Filipino.” The word “mis-educa- 
tion" says it all. Constantino argued that edu- 
cation did not just hide the past—it gave low 
priority to history and similar subjects—it car- 
Tied all the myths of the past, myths about the 
making of this nation, 

Education, while part of the solution, was 
also part of the problem. The reason many Fil- 
ipinos had no sense of country was not that 
they did not go to school but that they did. 
‘They had been mis-educated. 

‘That is the reason I say 1 would not be loath 
to ee another burst of intellectual ferment light 
up the campuses worldwide—who knows, 
maybe the American wars of this decade will 
spark just that. But this is the part where 1 have 
to make serious caveats about Buenaventes 
thoughts. The most important of which is: Edu- 
cation may not stop. Even schooling may not 
stop—the better course would be for students 
and their parents—to protest their curriculum 
where they find them, well, the favorite word 
then was “irrelevant.” But education itself may 
never stop. 

‘The students who dropped out, or were 
kicked out, in the late 1960s and 1970s did not 
stop pursuing education. On the contrary, they 
did so with exceptional zeal. Most of them read 
voraciously and debated with each other and 
with their teachers and school officials which 
‘was how they often got kicked out in the first 
place. Which is the vital point here: Education 
doesn't just happen inside school, it happens 
after school, outside of school, at every point in 
our lives. Much of that education may not land 
youa desk in one of the gleaming towers in Ay- 
ala, much of that education may only lead you 
to despair, like the betrayed Florante, about 
the "labas at loob ng bayan kong sawi.” But it 
will at least help you to look back at life one 
day and not ask yourself bitterly what the hell 
you did with it. All you can remember is that all 
your waking moment, you were busy using 
your precious human substance to acquire 
things, among them mistresses, It will at least 
help you see means and ends. 

That makes all the difference. 
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A test of Asean collectivity, too 


LEADERS of the 10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, together with China's 
Premier Wen Jiabao, are holding an emergency 
summit in Bangkok to forge a common front in 
battling the SARS epidemic, the worst viral 
scourge to attack the region and its worst crisis 
since the Asian financial meltdown in 1997. 

‘The presence of the Chinese premier under- 
lines the fact that the biggest economic power in 
the region has closed ranks with its smaller neigh- 
bors as China takes the heaviest toll in the re- 
gion—with 2,914 cases, 131 of whom have died. 

‘The Philippines is among the Asean countri 
that have the lowest casualties from the epidem- 
ic—three confirmed cases with two deaths, ac- 
cording to the latest World Health Organization 
report. Indonesia has one reported case, who has 
recovered. Malaysia has six cases, with two 
deaths and two recoveries; and Thailand, seven 
cases, with two deaths and five recoveries. In the 
high-toll list are Singapore with 199 cases, with 
23 deaths, and 137 recoveries; and Vietnam, with 
63 cases, five deaths and 53 recoveries. 

‘Outside of Asean but within East Asia, Hong 
Kong comes next to China as the worst-hit coun- 
try; the WHO report said Hong Kong had 1,557 
cases, with 138 deaths, and Taiwan, with 66 cases 
and zero death. 

But relief is sighted in thebleak horizon. The 
WHO reported, at the peak of the Asean summit, 
that the epidemic appeared to have peaked in 
countries outside China, in which 161 new cases 
have been reported. According to the WHO, “It 
appears from reports we have from Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Toronto (Canada) and Vietnam that 
the epidemic has peaked in those countries and 
now they're having fewer cases every day, and in 
some countries, no new cases, such as Vietnam.” 

Although no cure has yet been discovered for 
SARS, stringent, if not draconian health and 
quarantine measures, appeared to have checked 
the spread of the virus in the heavily stricken 
countries, excluding China which had covered-up 
the extent of the contagion since it was first re- 
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ported last November. 

The Philippines finds itself in the same situa- 
tion in Asean as it was during the 1997 financial 
crisis. It was the least severely devastated in 
Asean in the financial meltdown and today, it has 
the lowest SARS casualty after Indonesia. The 
Philippines and Indonesia, however, have been 
afflicted by violence and’ bombings stemming 
from the conflict with separatist or religious ex- 
tremist groups. But in Bangkok today, SARS is the 
sole and primary concern because SARS does not 
respect national frontiers. 

‘SARS has proved to be a great leveler against 
which the big and the small nations of Asia find 
themselves equally vulnerable to its infection. 
‘The 1997 financial crisis weakened Asia econom- 
ically and even politically. Asean could deal with 
the financial meltdown as a collectivity. Each 
member country fell back to its national policy 
and resources to counter the dislocation wrought. 
by the crisis. Each country undertook financial re- 
forms and sought financial relief by consulting 
with one another. In that crisis, it was as though 
Asean as a framework for regional cooperation 
did not exist or was in total disarray. 

Asemblance of collective action returned after. 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attack on the United States, 
in which Asean joined the condemnation on ter- 
rorism, although in the US-led war on Iraq, only 
the Philippines and Singapore joined the Ameri- 
can-sponsored "coalition of the willing” for the 
invasion of Iraq. 

Perhaps because the Philippines has not been 
severely hit by the first wave of the SARS conta- 
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gion, it had sought refuge in the belief that it was 
"SARS-free," and became a little too complacent 
until two deaths were reported recently. The 
deaths were a wake-up call which prompted the 
Philippines to catch up with the stringent mea- 
sures installed by such countries as Singapore, 
Vietnam and Hong Kong. 

Now we are overdoing things in our reaction. 
We are considering a state of “national emergen- 
cy” and other tough measures which President 
Macapagal-Arroyo said are necessary because 
this is a matter of “national survival.” There is 
even a plan to pass an emergency legislation 
against SARS, giving the President emergency 
powers including curtailing movement of people 
or putting under quarantine hospitals and com- 
munities infected by SARS. 

‘These draconian measures are effective espe- 
cially in Singapore, which has a small population 
and is enclosed in a small territory, or in Vietnam, 
‘where the authorities there have autocratic con- 
trol. This probably helps explain why, despit. the 
high infection toll in those countries, they are 
able to arrest effectively the spread of the virus. 

‘SARS has also thrown the Asian economies in 
the same boat, sharing the misery that originated 
in Guangdong province, China. The Asian Devel- 
‘opment Bank the other day lowered the econom- 
ic growth forecasts for Asia, as a result of the fall- 
‘out from two shocks—SARS and the Iraq war. 
‘The ADB downgraded its GDP growth forecast for 
East Asia to 5.3 percent from 5.8 percent. The 
Philippines" GDP forecast for 2003 was trimmed 
to 4 percent from 4.5 percent. The World Bank 
has also shaved off growth forecasts for the re- 
gion by a percentage point. But the ADB offered a 
onsolation—the contraction will be of short du- 
ration and growth will bounce back after the epi- 
demic has abated and the uncertainties left by the 
Iraq war clear up. 

SARS is not all downside. If members of the 
Asean needed a shock to wake up again to the 
need to have a common purpose and to close 
ranks, the epidemic did it for them. 


Protection at less than P1 a day 


AT P22 a pack, "Lady" a newly launched oral con- 
traceptive that comes in a distinctive yellow pack, 
provides protection against pregnancy for less 
than P1 a day. 

Marketed here by DKT International, with sup- 
port from USAID, "Lady" is a low-dose oral contra- 
ceptive that, because it contains the smallest effec- 
tive amount of contraceptive substances, substan- 
tially lowers the risk of side effects usually associ 
ated with pills. As the product insert notes, be- 
cause oral contraceptives work by mimicking 
pregnancy a woman on the pill “goes through the 

same early signs‘ of pregnancy includingynausea, 


month. But if you, like me, have become ad- 
dicted to foot spas, one procedure will set you 
back at least P400. Not to mention shelling out 


heaviness of feet; dizziness, minor weight-gain},: ‘tips for the staff. 


etc? Though these sideceffecrs'usually disappear: 


“within-onte or two months when the'worhan'sbody 
gets adjusted to the:substances, these sometimes: 
lead women to shift to:another brand of pills or to 
another method, or stop using contraception akto- 
gether. Withra low-dose pill like “Lady,” the risk of 
Side effects should beconsiderably reduced. 
^Lady"then, addresses two major issues cited 
rasked.why they refrain from or 
gontraceptiqn= cost and feat 
Lefstáckle the fist issue 
ZEven before “Lady” was introduced inthe mar- 
ket, the cheapest brand, of oral contraceptives 
sold for P50 a packet. Even at this price, it wasn’t 
a major expense, considering what many Fil- 
ipinos look on as "essentials" for decent living, 
apart from food, clothing, shelter and sex, of 
course. 

How much isa pack of cigarettes, for instance? 
Hope, the “masa” brand costs P25, while the high- 
er-end Marlboro retails for P30. A lapad of Gine- 
bra San Miguel sells for P24.50, while a bottle of 
San Miguel Beer can be bought for P12.50 (all 
prices care of the comer grocery). Clearly, a man 
‘who smokes or drinks can certainly afford to buy 
his wife or himself protection from an unwanted 
pregnancy. 

WHAT about the things a woman would con- 
sider “essential”? A manicure goes for at least 
P50 these days, and if you pair that with a 
weekly pedicure, we're talking at least P400 a 


A movie ticket costs P60, although if you en- 

joy movie watching in upscale malls, a ticket is 
"easily double that amount. And the popcorn 
ain't free. You'll also need P20 for an FX rideto 
the mall. Even dreaming, while free, demands 
you disburse P10 for every lotto ticket if you 
‘want those dreams to come true. 

Let’s move on to the issue of side effects. Dr. 

Jondi Flavier, who's with FriendlyCare Founda- 
tion and whom I spotted at the “Lady” launch 

and lassoed into an impromptu interview, says 
© that because different brands of contraceptive 
pills have different formulations, a woman will 
experience different side effects of varying 
severity. Its only a question of finding the 
brand that best suits you, the one to which 
you're most “hiyang,” Flavier said. 

So instead of giving up on contraception en- 
tirely when one brand of pills gives you terri- 
ble migraines, the better course of action 
should be to go back to your nearest health 
center or clinic, tell the doctor, nurse or mid- 
wife your complaints and ask for either a dif- 
ferent brand of pills or another method of con- 
traception. x 
THE PILL, even a low-dose brand like “Lady,” is 
not for every woman, or even for a pill user as she 
gets older. If you're more than 40 years old, a 
heavy smoker, or suffer from high blood pressure, 
diabetes, clotting disorders, migraine, asthma, 
epilepsy, TB, jaundice, heart and liver diseases, 
then the oral contraceptive pill might not be your 


method of first choice, atleast without consulting 
a doctor first. And if you're not in a monogamous 
long-term relationship, then you might not need 
to be on a “long-term” family planning method. 
In fact, if you are into casual sex, then you'll cer- 
tainly need protection from sexually transmitted 
infections as well, which only the condom can 
provide. 

‘The good news is that there are so many other 

modem methods of family planning available. 
Even better news is that over the long term, these 
methods will prove to be even more “cost-effec- 
tive” than the pill. 
AT FRIENDIYCARE clinics, for instance, a 
woman or couple can obtain information, 
counseling and commodities at very reason- 
able prices. For the "Standard Days Method," a 
couple need only pay P60 for a consultation 
and P60 for the “necklace” which will help 
them keep track of the woman's safe and un- 
safe days. Injectables, which provide protec- 
tion against pregnancy for up to three months, 
costs P60 initially for the consultation plus 
50-60 per injection, which brings the month- 
ly cost to no more than P20. 

FriendlyCare charges P250 for counseling 
and insertion of an IUD, although the device it- 
self comes free courtesy of the Department of 
Health. Considering that an IUD provides up to 
10 years of protection, that amounts to only 
P25 for every year of protection! 

Initially, the option for a permanent me- 
thod, whether for a tubal ligation or a vasec- 
tomy, might seem expensive. At FriendlyCare 
a procedure costs P3,060, though the ex- 
pense can be charged to PhilHealth. But giv- 
en that it's permanent, and so could protect 
you from pregnancy for 20 or even 30 years, 
the monthly cost could range from P8.50 to 
P12.75! 

Clearly, neither cost nor fear of side effects 
should deter a man, woman or a couple from 
using a family planning method of their choice. 
Allit needs is a belief in responsible parenthood 
and sexual behavior, and the right order of pri- 
orities for one's life and for one's family. 


Open letter to SARS czar Dayrit 


SECOND only to the President, you bear the 
heaviest responsibility in the country today with 
the magnitude of the work ahead, unknown, just 
like SARS, Each in his own way, we will cooperate 
in whatever you do in this fight. 

‘We have already stepped forward by calling a 
spade a spade, done with the “denial” stage. For a 
while we thought you were doing a China 

Now we all know : the symptoms, the countries 
involved, the figures each day, and for us Filipinos 
the sad tales of our four SARS cases. So aware is 
everybody that our maid, seeing a man with a 
mask in his balcony, blurted, “Ma'am may SARS 
ata doon!” 

But what we still don't know is some basic in- 
formation and the guarantee of its dissemination 
in Filipino, English and the vernaculars. 

"What telephone numbers can we call; what 
hotlines; what help can we expect? I hastily jotted 
down 7417048 before it disappeared from the TV 
screen, but beyond that, 1 must scour the PLDT di- 
rectories. 

What hospitals can we go to in the city and in 
the provinces? The Research Institute of Tropical 
Medicine (RITM) and San Lazaro have been 
named but exactly where are they located? San 
Lazaro may be a household word but who heard 
of RITM tili now? 

What are the capabilities of these hospitals? 
With a billion-peso standby fund, how many pro- 
tective suits do they have, how many masks, 
gloves, etc., how much medicine in stock, how 
many doctors, nurses, caregivers (our present 
heroes, by the way); how many can be accommo- 
dated? 

Where can we buy N95 masks? 1 copied tele- 
phone numbers posted at MMC for SARS masks. 
Yes, the lady on the other end said. We have mod- 
el 8710 at P200 each and model 8210 (the rec- 
‘ommended N95) at P250, but the N95 is out of 
stock. Even Mercury stores are "out of stock." So, 
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where, oh where, and at what price, how can 
Juan and Juana de la Cruz buy even one mask? 

How long is the recommended length of quar- 
antine at the airport, at home, of communities? 
Seven, 10, 14 days? What can and cannot be 
done in quarantine? Is it true that alcohol and 
chlorox will help? That we must take a lot of Vita- 
min C and E? What about outfits who offer ser- 
vices to make homes "SARS-free"? 

Maybe we can't do anything about the viru- 
lence of SARS. That's not in our hands. Talk to 
people and theyll say they're more afraid of 
SARS than the war. Iraq is peanuts; at least we 
know where it is. But SARS is “strike anywhere” 
and with no known medicine—yet. 

But we can do something about at least three 
factors that are in our hands. To nip contagion be- 
fore it starts: the airport, our behavioral culture 
and media, are crucial. The first two demand dis- 
cipline and the third must be aggressively har- 
nessed. 

No doubt about it, the airport (and the sea- 
ports too) is the entrance gate for SARS. Our 
‘OFWs who will trickle or pour back home are the 
main carriers. With maximum understanding for 
whatever reasons they come back, they must be 
thoroughly checked or quarantined before they 
fan out into every corner of the Philippines. OF 
our four confirmed cases, “three came from 
abroad while one {was due to} local transmis- 
sion.” Are all arrivals given guidelines and hot- 
lines as claimed? What is this we hear of about 
lackadaisical check ups? “All must be found” says 
WHO and the airport is the starting point. 


By now, Tourism Secretary Richard Gordon 
whom I much admire must be sorry for that 
thoughtless suggestion enticing tourists to come 
over, like what—for 30 pieces of silver? In fact we 
should perhaps bar tourists from SARS-hit coun- 
tries. 

Considering our behavioral culture, surveil- 
lance and the law must be merciless. Filipinos are 
known to be puslit and lusot artists, lovers of fam- 
ily and clan, social beings who must pasyal and 
party, believers of bahala na, optimists who be- 
lieve anybody else can get it, but “not me,” mas- 
ters in making light of serious matters ("The virus 
can't stand our pollution and the heat”). We will 
find ways to evade the law and we will circulate 
until caught or infected. 

The information drive needs no less than a me- 
dia blitz—tabloids, TV radio, movie houses, 
posters, leaflets. "But we don't want the people to 
panic." Lame excuse. Harness the wordsmiths in 
media and advertising who will package a cam- 
paign that will allay fears, spread informatio 
not paranoia, and determine the frequency of dis 
semination to avoid overkill. They will know. 
what to do. Emily Abrera, we need you. 

A czar's "sweeping powers” can bring together 
the principal players in this drama: suppliers, me- 
dia and ad gurus, printers, etc. for a coordinated 
campaign. 

1 shudder to think what could happen if SARS 
spreads. Let's not even talk of squatter colonies, but 
of crowded districts like Paco, Sampaloc, Tondo. 

Jaime Cardinal Sin has turned to prayer. Many 
hope for divine intervention, but only when we 
do what we have to do. By the way, what is this 
sinister rumor that the SARS virus was genetical- 
ly produced? 


Asuncion David Maramba is a retired professor, 
book editor and occasional journalist. Comments 
to mardaQinfo.com.ph; fax 8210659 
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Reading with the kids 


LEARNING is a never-ending process. And it works both 
‘ways—for the learner and the teacher. 

Perhaps that is why I stuck to teaching for 38 years and 
when 1 got into a second trajectory, writing a cooking col- 
umn, it was a teaching column: how to prepare different 
dishes. 

‘Today, in my 70s, I have retired from writing a cooking col- 
umn but the learning 
process continues. 
This time reading 
with my grand- 
nephew, Noel, and 
grandnieces Nana 
and Micke. 

Noel, who is 6, is 
not into storybooks. 
One of the few story- 
books he liked was 
“Mushrooms in the 
Rain,” because we ———————_______- 
could act out the creatures crowding under an umbrella, a 
pretend mushroom growing in the rain, 

‘Another book he liked was: “Where Are You Going, Little 
Mouse?" because he could answer, "No" every time the run- 
away mouse was asked, “Have you found them?” 

‘Then I introduced the kids to the book, “Insect World,” A 
Child's First Library of Learning by Time-Life. Together, day 
after day, we pored over mind-boggling questions like: Why 
do only female mosquitos bite? Why do cicadas spray you? 
Why does a dragonfly dip its tail into the water? Why does" 
everyone hate cockroaches? and the like 

How much handling the favorite book has undergone is 
evident in the missing pages and tattered condition of the 
hardbound book. 

‘Then we got hooked on butterflies. Ihad an old bag where 
I kept all the books I had collected on these topics which T 
brought along every time I came for a visit. 

We learned among other things that butterfly eggs are the 
size of a pinhead and are not always round depending on the 
specie; that butterflies smell through their antenna; that but- 
terflies start out as wriggly, hungry "worms" and metamor- 
phose into beautiful, colorful butterflies; that butterflies can, 
protect themselves from predators through such devices a$ 
natural camouflage (the color of leaves, for example); that it 
takes a spider one hour to spin a web. 

One of Noel's favorite pictures in one of my butterfly 
books which he describes as “cool,” is that of a little boy in 
overalls peering into his butterfly net to see if he had caught 
any butterflies. This would send him giggling. But he got the 
message: don't chase butterflies! 

‘Together we have gone on field trips to the butterfly gar- 
dens at the Quezon Memorial Circle (now it's at the Manila. 
Seedling Bank), at the Assumption in Antipolo, in Pulilan, 
Bulacan and in Subic. 

There the kids saw not only varied colored butterflies but 
liberally splashed with floral cologne; they had the thrill of 
butterflies lighting on their heads, arms or clothes. 

Noel was wary of these alighting butterflies but the girls 
just loved it. A butterfly even laid an egg on one of the girls’ 
heads. We know, because it curled its abdomen as it does 
‘when itis laying eggs. 

Butterflies used to breed in my potted lemoncito plants in 
my balcony. I even had the rare opportunity of seeing a but- 
terfly emerge from its pupa, rest its wet wings and take off 
when they had dried. To me the sight of my lemoncito plants 
bare of leaves was always a welcome sight. But one after- 
noon I caught the maid, oh the maid, picking out the 
"worms" eating all the leaves. “Those are not worms. They 
are caterpillars!” I lectured her. But when the butterflies 
stopped breeding because of the pollution I gave away my 
plants to the three kids. Over at UP Village, for a while, the 
kids would show me the caterpillars eating their way 
through the lemoncito plants. But it seems they fell prey to 
the neighborhood birds. (Today, the lemoncito plants are lush 
and idle and gone are the butterflies.) 

This summer we have already had two topics of interest to 
pursue—ships and boats and seashells, 

From the book “How Things Work, Ships, Boats, Sub- 
marines and Other Floating Machines,” we saw different 
kinds of seacraft and got stymied, temporarily, by Noel's 
wondering out loud how come a ship does not sink when it's 
made of metal. A poser, he, thankfully, answered himself, "T 
know, now. Because of the water pressure.” The book, you 
see, contains simple experiments using everyday things like 
empty bottles and drinking straws to prove certain relevant, 
facts. 

The latest craze is seashells. Earlier, Nana, 8, had received 
a couple of shells from my sister's collection. She was brush- 
ing them with an old toothbrush when I dropped by recently. 
When they came over to spend the day we had to set aside 
the house rule: Do not touch the collectibles. But Nana and 
Noel handle my shells very carefully, cupping them in their 
hands as if they were treasures. Even my fragile sea urchin. 

The two were especially excited when they saw an 
eggshell cowrie of Colgate toothpaste fame, in my collec- 
tion, 

This was when Nana dropped one of her “when you go” 
bombshells. "Lola Femy, when you go, when you die (she 
‘adds in a whisper), can you give me something to remember 
you by?” 

“What?” Task when I finally find my voice. 

“Your shells.” 

Well, what else is new. Earlier it was, “Lola Femy, when 
you die, can Ihave your house? Ours is so old.” 

‘Anyway, with my books on shells we set out to identify 
among my shells: cowries from the tiny sigay or money 
cowrie we use for our Bingo games to the big tiger cowries 
our grandparents used when darning socks (a lost art), hel- 
mets, tritons, moon shells, cones (which they learn are poi- 
sonous), and what catches their imagination most, carrier 
shells or the original shell collector, shells which attach dead 
shells to their exterior. 

Mickee, who is 11 going on 12, loves the big “Book of 
Jokes." She has made a collection for every day of the week, 
for example: What is the favorite day of the astronauts? 
MOONday. A joke, a knock, knock joke and a tongue twister. 

I find it useful too. Noe! has only one joke in his repertoire: 
Why did the chicken cross the road? I can now counter this 
with: Why can't the three bears enter the house? Because 
Goldi lock(s) it. And I have a new knock, knock joke for him 
too: Knock, knock, Who's there? Tennis. Tennis who? Ten is 
half of twenty. He learns arithmetic. 

"Who knows what our next lesson will be? Noel is teach- 
ing me how to play chess and gleefully eats my pawn with a 
triumphant, “You didn't see that!” When I make a wrong 
move. Perhaps it will be on how to use the computer which 
they have learned without any "how to” manuals to befud: 
dle them. 

‘On one of my birthdays, one of my nephews gave me a 
book, “101 Ways to Stay Young" with this inscription: “To a 
Tita who never grows old.” 

My secret. Keep learning along with the kids. Better than 
any therapy. 
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WED also like to know the concerns 
of the siatysomething and above, 
what makes their blood pressure 
rise or makes them sit back, content 
that all's well with their world and 
with themselves. —Ed. 


Eufemia C. Estrada, 73, used to write a column for the Lifestyle 
section of the INquiata titled “Cooking Made EC.” 
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A test of Asean collectivity, too 


LEADERS of the 10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, together with China's 
Premier Wen Jiabao, are holding an emergency 
summit in Bangkok to forge a common front in 
battling the SARS epidemic, the worst viral 
scourge to attack the region and its worst crisis 
since the Asian financial meltdown in 1997. 

The presence of the Chinese premier under- 
lines the fact that the biggest economic power in 
the region has closed ranks with its smaller neigh- 
bors as China takes the heaviest toll in the re- 
gion—with 2,914 cases, 131 of whom have died. 

‘The Philippines is among the Asean countries 
that have the lowest casualties from the epidem 
ic—three confirmed cases with two deaths, ac- 
cording to the latest World Health Organization 
report, indonesia has one reported case, who has 
recovered. Malaysia has six cases, with two 
deaths and two recoveries; and Thailand, seven 
cases, with two deaths and five recoveries. In the 
high-toll list are Singapore with 199 cases, with 
23 deaths, and 137 recoveries; and Vietnam, with 
63 cases, five deaths and 53 recoveries. 

Outside of Asean but within East Asia, Hong 
Kong comes next to China as the worst-hit coun- 
try; the WHO report said Hong Kong had 1,557 
cases, with 138 deaths, and Taiwan, with 66 cases 
and zero death. 

But relief is sighted in the'bleak horizon. The 
WHO reported, at the peak of the Asean summit, 
that the epidemic appeared to have peaked in 
countries outside China, in which 161 new cases 
have been reported. According to the WHO, “It 
appears from reports we have from Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Toronto (Canada) and Vietnam that 
the epidemic has peaked in those countries and 
now they're having fewer cases every day, and in 
some countries, no new cases, such as Vietnam, 

Although no cure has yet been discovered for 
SARS, stringent, if not draconian health and 

juarantine measures, appeared to have checked 
the spread of the virus in the heavily stricken 
countries, excluding China which had covered-up 
the extent of the contagion since it was first re- 
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ported last November. 


The Philippines finds itself in the same situa- 
tion in Asean as it was during the 1997 financial 
crisis. It was the least severely devastated in 
Asean in the financial meltdown and today, it has 
the lowest SARS casualty after Indonesia. The 
Philippines and Indonesia, however, have been 
afflicted by violence and bombings stemming 
from the conflict with separatist or religious ex- 
tremist groups. But in Bangkok today, SARS is the 
sole and primary concern because SARS does not 
respect national frontiers. 

SARS has proved to be a great leveler against 
which the big and the small nations of Asia find 
themselves equally vulnerable to its infection. 
‘The 1997 financial crisis weakened Asia econom- 
ically and even politically. Asean could deal with 
the financial meltdown as a collectivity. Each 
member country fell back to its national policy 
and resources to counter the dislocation wrought 
by the crisis. Each country undertook financial re- 
forms and sought financial relief by consulting 
with one another. In that crisis, it was as though 
Asean as a framework for regional cooperation 
did not exist or was in total disarray. 

Asemblance of collective action returned after 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attack on the United States, 
in which Asean joined the condemnation on ter- 
rorism, although in the US-led war on Iraq, only 
the Philippines and Singapore joined the Ameri- 
can-sponsored “coalition of the willing" for the 
invasion of Iraq. 

Perhaps because the Philippines has not been 
severely hit by the first wave of the SARS conta- 


Amando 
Doronila 


Protection at less than P 


AT P2 a pack, "Lady" a newly launched oral con- 
traceptive that comes in a distinctive yellow pack, 
provides protection againsr pregnancy for less 
than P1 a day. 

Marketed here by DKT International, with sup- 
port from USAID, "Lady" is a low-dose oral contra. 
eptive that, because it contains the smallest effec- 
tive amount of contraceptive substances, substan- 
tially lowers the risk of side effects usually associ- 
ated with pills. As the product insert notes, be- 
cause oral contraceptives work by mimicking 
pregnancy, a woman on the pill "goes through the 
same early signs of pregnancy including nausea, 
heaviness of feet, dizziness, minor weight gain, 


etc.” Though these side effects usually disappear - 


within one or two months when the woman's body 
gets adjusted to the substances, these sometimes 
Jead women to shift to another brand of pills or to 
another method, or stop using contraception alto- 
gether With a low-dose pill like "Lady." the risk of 
Side effects should be considerably reduced. 
"Lady" then, addresses two major issues cited 
when women are asked why they refrain from or 


have stopped using contraception: cost and fear., 


ofsideeffects: - ©“ 

Lets tackle the first issue, 

Even before "Lady" was introduced in the mar- 
ket, the cheapest brand, of oral contraceptives 
sold for PSO a packet. Even at this price, it wasn't 
a major expense, considering what many Fil- 
ipinos look on as "essentials" for decent living, 
apart from food, clothing, shelter and sex, of 
course. 

How much isa pack of cigarettes, for instance? 
Hope, the “masa” brand costs P25, while the high- 
er-end Marlboro retails for P30. A lapad of Gine- 
bra San Miguel sells for P24.50, while a bottle of 
San Miguel Beer can be bought for P12.50 (all 
prices care of the corner grocery). Clearly, a man 
who smokes or drinks can certainly afford to buy 
his wife or himself protection from an unwanted 
pregnancy. 


WHAT about the things a woman would con- 
sider "essential"? A manicure goes for at least. 
P50 these days, and if you pair that with a 
weekly pedicure, we're talking at least P400 a 
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month. But if you, like me, have become ad- 
dicted to foot spas, one procedure will set you 
back at least P400. Not to mention shelling out 
tips for the staff. 

'A movie ticket costs P60, although if you en- 
joy movie watching in upscale malls, a ticket is 
easily double that amount. And the popcorn 
ain't free. You'll also need P20 for an FX ride to 
the mall. Even dreaming, while free, demands 
you disburse P10 for every lotto ticket if you 
want those dreams to come true. 

Let's move on to the issue of side effects. Dr. 
Jondi Flavier, who's with FriendlyCare Founda- 
tion and whom I spotted at the "Lady" launch 
and lassoed into an impromptu interview, says 
that because different brands of contraceptive 
pills have different formulations, a woman will 
experience different side effects of varying 
severity. It's only a question of finding the 
brand that best suits you, the one to which 
you're most “hiyang,” Flavier said. 

So instead of giving up on contraception en- 
tirely when one brand of pills gives you terri- 
ble migraines, the better course of action 
should be to go back to your nearest health 
center or clinic, tell the doctor, nurse or mid- 
wife your complaints and ask for either a dif- 
ferent brand of pills or another method of con- 
traception. 

THE PILL, even a low-dose brand like "Lady" is 
not for every woman, or even for a pill user as she 
gets older. If you're more than 40 years old, a 
heavy smoker, or suffer from high blood pressure. 
diabetes, clotting disorders, migraine, asthma, 
epilepsy, TB, jaundice, heart and liver diseases, 
then the oral contraceptive pill might not be your 


gion, it had sought refuge in the belief that it was 
*SARS-free.” and became a little too complacent 
until two deaths were reported recently. The 
deaths were a wake-up call which prompted the 
Philippines to catch up with the stringent mea- 
sures installed by such countries as Singapore, 
Vietnam and Hong Kong. 

Now we are overdoing things in our reaction. 
We are considering a state of “national emergen- 
cy” and other tough measures which President 
Macapagal-Arroyo said are necessary because 
this is a matter of “national survival.” There is 
even a plan to pass an emergency legislation 
against SARS, giving the President emergency 
powers including curtailing movement of people 
or putting under quarantine hospitals and com- 
munities infected by SARS. 

‘These draconian measures are effective espe- 
cially in Singapore, which has a small population 
and is enclosed in a small territory, or in Vietnam, 
where the authorities there have autocratic con- 
trol. This probably helps explain why, despite the 
high infection toll in those countries, they are 
able to arrest effectively the spread of the virus. 

SARS has also thrown the Asian economies in 
the same boat, sharing the misery that originated 
in Guangdong province, China. The Asian Devel- 
‘opment Bank the other day lowered the econom: 
ic growth forecasts for Asia, as a result of the fall- 
out from two shocks—SARS and the Iraq war. 
The ADB downgraded its GDP growth forecast for 
East Asia to 5.3 percent from 5.8 percent. The 
Philippines’ GDP forecest for 2003 was trimmed 
to 4 percent from 4.5 percent. The World Bank 
has also shaved off growth forecasts for the re- 
gion by a percentage point. But the ADB offered a 
consolation—the contraction will be of short du- 
ration and growth will bounce back after the epi- 
demic has abated and the uncertainties left by the 
Iraq war clear up. 

SARS is not all downside. If members of the 
Asean needed a shock to wake up again to the 
need to have a common purpose and to close 
ranks, the epidemic did it for them. 
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method of first choice, at least without consulting 
a doctor first, And if you're not in a monogamous 
long-term relationship, then you might not need 
to be on a “long-term” family planning method. 
In fact, if you are into casual sex, then you'll cer- 
tainly need protection from sexually transmitted 
infections as well, which only the condom can 
provide 

The good news is that there are so many other 

modern methods of family planning available. 
Even better news is that over the long term, these 
methods will prove to be even more “cost-effec- 
tive" than the pill. 
AT FRIENDLYCARE clinics, for instance, a 
woman or couple can obtain information, 
counseling and commodities at very reason- 
able prices. For the "Standard Days Method,” a 
couple need only pay P60 for a consultation 
and P60 for the "necklace" which will help 
them keep track of the woman's safe and un- 
safe days. Injectables, which provide protec- 
tion against pregnancy for up to three months, 
costs P60 initially for the consultation plus 
P50-60 per injection, which brings the month- 
ly cost to no more than P20. 

FriendlyCare charges P250 for counseling 
and insertion of an IUD, although the device it- 
self comes free courtesy of the Department of 
Health. Considering that an IUD provides up to 
10 years of protection, that amounts to only 
P25 for every year of protection! 

Initially, the option for a permanent me- 
thod, whether for a tubal ligation or a vasec- 
tomy, might seem expensive. At FriendlyCare 
a procedure costs P3,060, though the ex- 
pense can be charged to PhilHealth. But giv- 
en that it's permanent, and so could protect 
you from pregnancy for 20 or even 30 years, 
the monthly cost could range from P8.50 to 
P12.75! 

Clearly, neither cost nor fear of side effects 
should deter a man, woman or a couple from 

1g a family planning method of their choice. 
All it needs is a belief in responsible parenthood 
and sexual behavior, and the right order of pri- 
orities for one's life and for one's family. 


Open letter to SARS czar Dayrit 


SECOND only to the President, you bear the 
heaviest responsibility in the couniry today with 
the magnitude of the work ahead, unknown, just 
like SARS. Each in his own way, we will cooperate 
in whatever you do in this fight. 

We have already stepped forward by calling a 
spade a spade, done with the "denial" stage. For a 
while we thought you were doing a China. 

Now we all know : the symptoms, the countries 
involved, the figures each day, and for us Filipinos 
the sad tales of our four SARS cases. So aware is 
everybody that our maid, seeing a man with a 
‘mask in his balcony, blurted, “Ma'am may SARS 
ata doon!” 

Bot what we still don’t know is some basic in 
formation and the guarantee of its dissemination 
in Filipino, English and the vernaculars. 

Whar telephone numbers can we call; what 
hotlines; what help can we expect? { hastily jotted 
down 7417048 before it disappeared from the TV 
screen, but beyond that, | must scour the PLDT di- 
rectories. 

What hospitals can we go to in the city and in 
the provinces? The Research Institute of Tropical 
Medicine (RITM) and San Lazaru have been 
named but exactly where are they located? San 
Lazaro may be a household word but who heard 
oF RITM till now? 

What are the capabilities of these hospitals? 
With a billion-peso standby fund, how many pro- 
tective suits do they have, how many masks, 
gloves, etc., how much medicine in stock, how 
many doctors, nurses, caregivers (our present 
heroes, by the way); how many can be accommo- 
dated? 

Where can we buy N95 masks? I copied teje- 
phone numbers posted at MMC for SARS masks 
Yes, the lady on the other end said. We have mod- 
cl 8710 at P200 each and model 8210 (the rec- 
ommended N95) ut P250, but the N95 is out of 
stock. Even Mercury stores are "out of stock." So, 
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where, oh where, and at what price, how can 
Juan and Juana de la Cruz buy even one mask? 

How long is the recommended length of quar. 
antine at the airport, at home, of communities? 
Seven, 10, 14 days? What can and cannot be 
done in quarantine? Is it true that alcohol and 
chlorox will help? That we must take a lot of Vita- 
min C and E? What about outfits who offer ser- 
vices to make homes "SARS-free"? 

Maybe we can't do anything abour the viru- 
lence of SARS. That's not in our hands. Talk to 
people and they'll say theyre more afraid of 
SARS than the war. Iraq is peanuts; at least we 
know where it is. But SARS is "strike anywhere" 
and with no known medicine- -yet. 

But we can do something about at least three 
factors that are in our hands. To nip contagion be 
fore it starts: the airport, our behavioral culture 
and media, are crucial. The first two demand dis- 
cipline and the third must be aggressively har- 
nessed. 

No doubt about it, the airport (and the sea- 
ports too) is the entrance gate for SARS. Our 
OFWs who will trickle ur pour back home are the 
main carriers. With maximum understanding for 
whatever reasons they come back, they must be 
thoroughly checked or quarantined before they 
fan out into every comer of the Philippines. Of 
our four confirmed cases, “three came from 
abroad while one [was due to] local transmis- 
sion.” Are all arrivals given guidelines and hot- 
lines as claimed? What is this we hear of about 
lackadaisical check ups? “All must be found" says 
WHO and the airport is the starting point. 


BI 


By now, Tourism Secretary Richard Gordon 
whom 1 much admire must be sorry for that 
thoughtless suggestion enticing tourists to come 
over, like what—for 30 pieces of silver? In fact we 
should perhaps bar tourists from SARS-hit coun- 
tries. 

Considering our behavioral culture, surveil- 
lance and the law must be merciless. Filipinos are 
known to be puslit and lusot artists, lovers of fam- 
ily and clan, social beings who must pasyal and. 
party, believers of bahala na, optimists who be- 
lieve anybody else can get it, buc “not me,” mas 
ters in making light of serious matters ("The virus 
can't stand our pollution and the hear"). We will 
find ways to evade the law and we will circulate 
until caught or infected. 

‘The information drive needs no less than a me- 
dia blitz tabloids. TV radio, movie houses, 
posters, leaflets. “But we don't want the people to 
panic.” Lame excuse. Harness the wordsmiths in 
media and advertising who will package a cam- 
paign that will allay fears, spread information, 
not paranoia, and determine the frequency of dis 
semination to avoid overkill. They will know 
what to do. Emily Abrera. we need you. 

A czar's “sweeping powers" can bring together 
the principal players in this drama: suppliers, me 
dia and ad gurus, printers, eic. for a coordinated 
campaign. 

1 shudder to think what could happen if SARS 
spreads. Let's not even talk of squatter colonies, but 
of crowded districts like Paco, Sampaloc, Tondo. 

Jaime Cardinal Sin has turned to prayer. Many 
hope for divine intervention, but only when we 
do what we have to do. By the way, what is this 
sinister rumor that the SARS virus was genetical- 
ly produced? 


Asuncion David Maramba is u retired professor, 
book editor and occasional journalist. Comments 
to mardateéinfo «om.ph; fax 8210659. 
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Reading with the kids 


LEARNING is a never-ending process. And it works both 
ways—for the leamer and the teacher. 

Perhaps that is why I stuck to teaching for 38 years and 
when 1 got into a second trajectory, writing a cooking col- 
umn, it was a teaching column: how to prepare different 
dishes. 

Today, in my 70s, I have retired from writing a cooking col- 
umn but the learning 
process continues. 
This time reading 
with my grand: 
nephew, Noel, and 
grandnieces Nana 
and Mickee. 

Noel, who is 6, is 
not into storybooks. 
One of the few story- 
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WE'D also like to know the concerns 
of the sixtysomething and above, 
what makes their blood pressure 
rise or makes them sit back, content 
books he liked was that all's well with their world and 
"Mushrooms in the with themselves. —Ed. 

Rain, because we — — — — — 

could act out the creatures crowding under an umbrella, a 
pretend mushroom growing in the rain. 

Another book he liked was: “Where Are You Going, Little 
Mouse?" because he could answer, "No" every time the run- 
away mouse was asked, “Have you found them?” 

Then 1 introduced the kids to the book, "Insect World,” A 
Child's First Library of Learning by Time-Life. Together, day 
after day, we pored over mind-boggling questions like: Why 
do only female mosquitos bite? Why do cicadas spray you? 
Why does a dragonfly dip its tail into the water? Why does 
everyone hate cockroaches? and the like. 

How much handling the favorite book has undergone is 
evident in the missing pages and tattered condition of the 
hardbound book. 

Then we got hooked on butterflies. I had an old bag where 
T kept all the books I had collected on these topics which T 
brought along every time ! came for a visit. 

‘We learned among other things that butterfly eggs are the 
size of a pinhead and are not always round depending on the 
specie; that butterflies smell through their antenna; that but- 
terflies start out as wriggly, hungry “worms” and metamor- 
phose into beautiful, colorful butterflies; that butterflies can. 
protect themselves from predators through such devices as 
natural camouflage (the color of leaves, for example); that it 
takes a spider one hour to spin a web. 

One of Noel's favorite pictures in one of my butterfly 
books which he describes as “cool,” is that of a little boy in 
overalls peering into his butterfly net to see if he had caught 
any butterflies, This would send him giggling. But he got the 
message: don't chase butterflies! 

“Together we have gone on field trips to the butterfly gar- 
dens at the Quezon Memorial Circle (now it’s at the Manila 
Seedling Bank), at the Assumption in Antipolo, in Pulilan, 
Bulacan and in Subic. 

‘There the kids saw not only varied colored butterflies but 
liberally splashed with floral cologne; they had the thrill of 
butterflies alighting on their heads, arms or clothes. 

Noel was wary of these alighting burterflies but the girls 
just loved it. A butterfly even laid an egg on one of the girls 
heads, We know, because it curled its abdomen as it does 
when itis laying eggs. 

Butterflies used to breed in my potted lemoncito plants in 
my balcony. 1 even had the rare opportunity of seeing a but- 
terfly emerge from its pupa, rest its wet wings and take off 
when they had dried. To me the sight of my lemoncito plants 
bare of leaves was always a welcome sight. But one after- 
moon I caught the maid, oh the maid, picking out the 
“worms” eating all the leaves. “Those are not worms. They 
are caterpillars!” 1 lectured her, But when the butterflies 
stopped breeding because of the pollution 1 gave away my 
plants to the three kids. Over at UP Village, for a while, the 
kids would show me the caterpillars eating their way 
through the lemoncito plants. But it seems they fell prey to 
the neighborhood birds. (Today. the lemoncito plants are lush 
and idle and gone are the butterflies. 

This summer we have already had two topics of interest to 
pursue—ships and boats and seashells. 

From the book “How Things Work, Ships. Boats. Sub- 
marines and Other Floating Machines,” we saw different 
kinds of seacraft and got stymied, temporarily, by Noel's 
wondering out loud how come a ship does not sink when it's 
made of metal. A poser, he, thankfully, answered himself, "I 
know, I know. Because of the water pressure.” The book, you 
see, contains simple experiments using everyday things like 
empty bottles and drinking straws to prove certain relevant. 
facts 

The latest craze is seashells. Earlier, Nana, 8, had received 
a couple of shells from my sister's collection. She was brush- 
ing them with an old toothbrush when ! dropped by recently. 
When they came over to spend the day we had to set aside 
the house rule: Do not touch the collectibles. But Nana and 
Noel handle my shells very carefully. cupping them in their. 
hands as if they were treasures. Even my fragile sea urchin 

The two were especially excited when they saw an 
eggshell cowrie of Colgate toothpaste fame. in my collec 
tion, 

‘This was when Nana dropped one of her "when you go’ 
bombshells. “Lola Femy, when you go, when you die (she 
adds in a whisper), can you give me something to remember 
you by?” 

"What?" I ask when 1 finally find my voice 

"Your shells." 

Well, what else is new. Earlier it was. "Lola Fem, wher 
you die, can I have your house? Ours is so old. 

Anyway, with my books on shells we set nut to identify 
among my shells: cowries from the tiny sigay or money 
cowrie we use for our Bingo games to the big tiger cowries 
our grandparents used when darning socks (a lost art), hel: 
mets, tritons, moon shells, cones (which they learn are pot 
sonous). and what catches their imagination most, cartier 
shells or the original shell collector, shells which attach dead 
shells to their exterior. 

Mickee, who is 11 going on 12, loves the big "Book o. 
Jokes." She has made a collection for every day ol the week, 
Tor example: What is the favorite dav of the astronauts? 
MOONday. A joke, a knock, knock joke and a tongue twistet 

Lind it useful too. Noel has only one joke in his repertoire: 
Why did the chicken cross the road? I can now counter this 
with: Why can't the three bears enter the house? Because 
Goldi lockts) it. And 1 have a new knock, knock joke for him 
too: Knock, knock, Who's there” Tennis. Tennis who? Ten i» 
half of twenty. He learns arithmetic. 

Who knows whar our next lesson will be? Noel is teach- 
ing me how to play chess and gleefully eats my pawn with a 
triumphant, "You didn't sce that!" When 1 make a wrong 
move. Perhaps it will be on how to use the computer which 
they have learned without any “how to" manuals to belud. 
dle them. 

On one of my birthdays, one of my nephews gave me a 
book, “101 Ways to Stay Young” with this inscription: "To a 
Tita who never grows old." 

My secret. Keep learning along with the kids. Better thun 
any therapy 


Eufemia C. Estrada, 73, used to write a ,olumn for the Lijestyl 
section of the In- mos titled "Cooking Made Ec 
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Assembly ‘survey’ is an old trick > 
1AM a proprietor of a small-town showed up in the store and scold- 


THE FIRST day of the resumption more weight to even the emptiest the political arrangement most hardware store. As such, 1 am ed us for being sloppy in filling up 
of Congress’ session after Holy of propositions.) favorable to their interests. SQUMEER; privy to how business is transact- the form. 
Week greeted us with the news The reality is quite different — Forthe first time since the rati- CONES ed by many local officials. Read- 1 submitted the bid personally. 
that a “national survey” showed a however The fores ranged fication of the 1987 Constitution Ar d ing Dr. Alejandro W. Clemente's Luckily for us, the NGO office 
majority of Filipinos supporting against the House assembly pro- 16 years ago, there is near univer- e we ready “Do not steal” article (PDI, conducted the bidding in accor- 
the convening of a constituent as- posal are formidable. President sal consensus on the need to for 4 worst-case 4/30/03) strikes a resonant chord dance with its ideals and policies 
sembly to amend the Constitution. Macapagal-Arroyo, 14 senators, amend the Constitution. A combi- in me as I have seen the manyho- for providing better health to 
(PDI, 4/20/03) The problem here and most civil society and media nation of reformers from all SARS scenario? cus-pocus done by these officials. marginalized women in Min- 
is that the group that came up leaderssupportelectionsforaCon- walks of life, and politicians who * It is no wonder that the poorest danao. Aboveboard, no deals, no 
with the data didn't say who did stitutional Convention (ConCon) are unhappy with the existing po- , , among the poor are found in the cuts unlike government biddings. 
the survey, what sampling metho- at the time of the 2004 elections. litical system all agree on consti- LAM a concerned citizen worried far-flung barangays. These people The two, it was proven later 
dology it used, and generally, how Other leaders including former tutional reform. If this historic pou the impact of a SARS epi- whom the idealists call the back- conspired to a lutong-macao deal 
Toe a e aoe eden Cory Agno cad laine opportunity to make favrangng SST in our country and would bone of the nation are more bur, fora cut. But they were not lucky 
a : RS i SE ike to call the attention of our dened by the shameless yoke of that time. 
Similarly, an unidentified Cardinal Sin publicly oppose the political reforms is missed this government ‘ally the De. by » 
source ah) reportedly claimed proposal and is win, NOEL (No tme,Kmaybesirormoreyears Suverament especially the De- corruption in the government in short was awarded the bid- 
s twin, partment of Health to the danger than all the El Niños and locust-at- ding. 
that 10 senators already support Elections). Despite this, the House before the process can be started of having the San Lazaro Hospital tacks combined. 
the constituent assembly idea and passed a constituent assembly res- again. De Venecia and Angara Care for SARS victims. erecta ane ius uper EE 
they need only two more, But we olution by a large margin. played key roles in sustaining the ` SARS isa highly contagious dis- hankycpank grues uetus 0 De wes 
We MMrabiescianoMpu. What, covsiderndons can. momentum fix Charerchangeln eae Wigdoodoenmenc faci d ae beali e tee a Oen 
paganda tick: announcing some. break the overwhelming advan- thepastyearltwouldbeironicif cials wantto make San Lazarorun ‘tore received a canvassing Corruption at this level is sh 
thing that cannot be checked, and tage of the constituent conven- they were the ones who killed the risk of being quarantined (like form for a bid on materials code uber sue ia 
hope that t generates a bandwag. tion proposal in public and polit- Charter change because they re- some hospitals in Beijing and on that same day a lady whol rot in our midst E 
On effect. We should be wary of ical leader support? Speaker fused to give up on an assembly Taipei due to the number of SARS found out later to be the baran- Clemente, the only way to move 
such political surveys because Jose de Venecia and the other as- proposal that should have been patients), when there are many gay president in the NGO pro- forward is for he A, 
such “Studies” are so easily misin- sembly architects—Sen. Ed An- buried together withNOELalong indigent patients sick of other ject, came tocollect the canvass- business and the citizenry to an- 
terpreted, twisted, spun and used gara and Danding Cojuang- timeago. kinds ofilinessesin the same com- ng form. poema enia 
to deceive the larger public. (Of co—refuse to bury the assembly —JOELROCAMORA, Plex and depending on its facili But because there were several you raised: Shall we or shall we 
course, we also know that string- proposal because it is being held executivedirector, ties? The vast population outside jor. | had to research on, I of-  notsteal? 
ing together the word “according in reserve in case the presiden- Institute for Popular Democracy, the premises of San Lazaro would fered to submit the sealed bid by When corruption is practiced 
to,” “recent” and "survey" gives tial maneuvers do not produce Citizens for ConCon2004 also stand the risk of being con- myself to the office the following by those above you, the realiza- 
taminated and doesr’tthismean 8 Monday to spare her any inconve- tion of how widespread and taken 
Correct amount of German debt condoned. Recta nience. However, she insisted on for granted it is, hits you twice 
amlar at it be better if one iso- Setting it because she said she had r. Clemente said it right 
‘THANK you for featuring the ac- 30, 1992 under the Debt-for-Na- sures for the protection of the en- tated building inside the Quezon © Submit it right away or else the inos only pay lip service 
complishments of the government ture Swap Initiative Program  vironmentandthesustainableuse institute on España Extension is funding for it would be forfeited. to calls for discipline, unity and 
inthe April 24 issue of the Ingum- (DFNSIP) and the Separate of the natural resources in Quiri- dedicated to SARS patients or ‘That was a Saturday and therefore service as they maneuver to find 
ER (“Germany condones P82M in Agreement signed on Oct. 31, mo, with emphasis on biodiversity some such facility which would 9. offices were open. f ways to enrich themselves. There 
debt deal”) on the Department of 1996 for the implementation of conservation, sustained through ensure containmentand control? When she couldn't get it the are enough accounts out there to 
Environment and Natural Re- the project under the auspices of the efforts of local communities. dread the day when our country Second time she came (after 30 convince all of us. 
sources’ RP-German Community the DENR. The success of the project has wil have a crisis equal, if not sur- Minutes), = lady -n to But despite these, the country 
Forestry Project in Quirino pro- The agreement calls for the stirred international interest as a passing, that of Hong Kong. siei Edd ID 
vince, which was instrumental in writing off of the debt through the model project since this was the If a place like Hong Kong, POF not Be had told her we do not steal I know. | have met 
the recent cancellation ofa size- utilization of 30 percent of the first German debtfor-nature swap Which has the financial resources POOURD joes rise diae Goat aed 
k z € to care for its SARS victims and Would no longer take part in the them, as a store owner and a for- 
able part ofthe Philippine govern- debt amount or DM3,832,512— program for the forestry sector emo money into businesses af. bidding. mug e pe MAO 
Eo Federal Repub- iivaknr © = milion es pus ^ E ected bythe SARS crisis, isfeeling BY then, I could already guess schoolin the past. 
icof Germany. inding for the Quirino project be- invironment Secretary Elisea the strain is epidemic, it What they were up to especially —FLOR S. TEMPLE, 
However, allow us to clarify that fore the end of March 2003. ,G.Gozum hopes to strike similar Serin from this ene Weng tes tated ii Misamis Oriental 
‘what was cancelled was not only So instead of paying Germany “debr-for-nature swap ventures pines where the local officials in 
P82 million but P371.9 million. For P82 million as part of the entire with other countries to reduce our Alcala, Pangasinan are already 5 
instituting the successful communi- P371.9-million debt—which was country’s debt, ensure sustainable having a difficult time feeding and | IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
ty-based foresuy program for up- not incurred necessarily by the management of the environment enforcing the quarantine in their | treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
land communities in Quirino, the DENR but by the national govern- and help local communities at the barangay with their limited re- | Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
German government cancelled pat ment—Germany allowed the same time. sources. Can you imagine the hys- corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
of the country’s debt to Germany, Philippine government to use this —IRMAS.PAULME, teria if the barangays ‘surrounding Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
amounting to DM12,775,044.82 amount to fund the forestry pro- officerincharge, Sen Lazaro have to be quaran- | ercom.ph " s 
(US$7.087 million) or P371.91 mil- jeet from July 1999 to March 2003 Public Affairs Office, ‘ined? Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
lion. in 10 barangays n the municipal Department ofEnvironment jt We prepared and ready for | plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
The debt cancellation wasa re- ties of Maddela, Nagtipunan, Agli- andNaturalResources, ‘is type ofa calamity? Why not | verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless 
sult of the RP-German Consolida- pay and Diffun. Visayas Avenue, Diliman, " such information is supplied. 
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100% Italian-made 


3 - year warranty on 
parts and service 


Prices start at 
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Sophisticated styling at down-to-earth prices from italy's premier appliance manufacturer. 
Pick and choose from a gallery of kitchen appliances and accessories to create your own dream kitchen. Prices start at P5,995. 


75cm, and 9ocm; gas and electric; stainless steel finish. Other built-in ovens available in 6ocm and gocm; gas and electric; stainless steel finish. 


Kätchen display courtesy of Deutsche Kuche. Call 633-3906. Italian Designer Kitchens 
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ANIRAQI schoolboy walks pasta pile of unexploded mortar rounds 


a field in Basra, Iraq, April 28. The field, which 


where children play soccer, is filled with the rounds left behind by the 


fleeing Iraqi Army. 
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US troops fire on Iraqi 


crowd, kill 15—Al-Jazeera 


BAGHDAD—Al-Jazeera television reported on Tuesday 
that US troops had fired on a crowd west of Baghdad, 
killing 15 Iraqis, as the United States announced it was 
sending more troops to boost security in the capital. 


The report by the Arabic satel- 
lite television station could not be 
independently confirmed. It said 
50 people were also wounded in 
the shooting at Falluja, 50 km 


west of Baghdad. 


US forces announced they were 
holding Saddam Hussein's veter- 
an oil minister, Amir Muhammed 
Rasheed, whose wife is biowea- 
pons scientist Rihab Taha—widely 


known as Dr Germ. 


He was number 47 on a US list 
of the 55 most wanted members 
ninistration and 
thesixof spades ina deck of cards 
issued to American troops hunt- 
ing former Iraqi leaders. 

The United States has now 
captured 14 of those on the list. 

Leading Iraqis agreed at a 
meeting on Monday with the US 
a administrator of postwar Iraq to 


of Saddam's ad: 


lies next to a field 


Iraqis pledge to install 


interim gov't 


BAGHDAD—As Iraqi leaders agree to try to 
form an interim government within a month, 
thousands of angry Shiites rallied demanding 
more influence over the country's future. 

‘The Baghdad meeting of around 250 dele- 
gates with Jay Garner, the retired US general 
running Iraq, took place Monday, on the 66th 
birthday of toppled president Saddam Hussein, 
whose fate and whereabouts remain a mystery. 

It also coincided with a trip to the Gulf by US 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, who said 
US forces in the region could now be reduced. 

Delegates in Baghdad agreed to hold a na- 
tional congress within four weeks to elect the 
first Iraqi government since the fall of Sad- 
dam's regime on April 9. 

The assembly, however, was split over the 
duration of the US occupation of Iraq. 

“Hopefully, we will have this national 
meeting that will select or elect the interim 
authority" said Zalmay Khalilzad, the US en- 
voy to Iraq's emerging political movements. 

“The decision here was to do the govern- 
ment within four weeks. There's a strong mes- 
sage to the coalition from the participants 
that an Iraqi government needs to be formed 
as quickly as possible,” he said. 

Shiite and Sunni religious leaders, Kurdish 
officials, tribal dignitaries, farmers and busi- 
nessmen joined longtime exiles at the meet- 
ing, the second in a series of gatherings to 
map Iraq's political destiny. 

"jt is our responsibility to start the process 
of the birth of democracy in Iraq here today,” 
Garner told the assembly. 

But there were sharp divisions within the 
assembly over the duration of the US occupa- 
tion, as well as the role Islam should play in a 
new government, 

While some, including many exiles, ap- 


Wahid 


in 4 weeks 


peared to favor a quick US exit, others who 
endured Saddam's brutal rule were skeptical 
over their own readiness to lead the nation. 

“We here prefer the Americans to rule us in 
the interim period. We are not ready to handle 
this yet" said Suheil akSuhell a Baghdad 
lawyer: “Saddam orphans are still alive.” Pres- 
ident George W Bush vowed to see Iraq through 
toa full democracy and said the US-led occupa- 
tion was already improving the lives of Iraqis. 

"Iraq can be an example of peace and pros- 
perity and freedom to the entire Middle East,” 
he said in a speech to a primarily Arab-Ameri- 
can crowd in Dearborn, Michigan, where 
there isa large Iraqi community. 

"Itl be a hard journey, but every step of the 
way, Iraq will have a steady friend in the 
American people,” he said. 

Bush's speech was aimed as much at the 
Middle East as the US Midwest. 

Yet many Iragis have expressed frustration 
over the US-led military occupation, as well as 
the lack of a firm date for the forces to leave. 

“We thank the forces that have freed us 
from the dictatorship,” said tribal leader Hus- 
sein Shaanan, "but now we'd like them to 
leave as soon as possible.” 

The Baghdad meeting had tremendous sym- 
bolic power for many Iraqis, falling on the day 
that has normally been reserved for massive 
state-backed demonstrations to mark Saddam's 
birthday during his 24-year dictatorship. 

Joyous crowds in the Sadr neighborhood of 
Baghdad subverted the orchestrated past 
birthday celebrations, dressing up a donkey 
as Saddam. 

“For the first time in my life, I won't be forced 
to attend Saddam's birthday ceremonies. He 
was a dictator, he was nothing but a donkey rul- 
ing over Iraq," said Ali, a 24-year-old. AFP 


defends g fagaytay 


singer 
JAKARTA—Former 
president Abdumah- 
man Wahid has come 
to the defense of huge- 
ly popular Indonesian 
singer Inul Daratista, 
whose dance style has 
been condemned as 
erotic by several Mus- 
lim leaders. 

Wahid was answer- 
ing criticism from Is- 
lamic preacher and 
rock star Rhoma Ira- 
ma, who has branded 
Inul’s dance style as 
"haram" or forbidden 
bythereligion. 

Wahid—himself a 
Musim ^ deric—suid 
lrama was obstructing 
freedom of expression. 
in the name of religion, 
Tuesdays Media In- 
donesia daily reported. 

Islamic authorities 
in several provinces 
have banned Inul 
from performing, But 
Wahid said Inul’s 
dance was part of her 
artistic expression and 
was nor illegal. AFP 
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Army commanders in Baghdad 
were not available to comment. 

Jazeera's Baghdad correspon- 
dent said up to 200 people had 
finished Muslim evening prayers 
ata mosque and answered a call 
by preachers to protest against 
US troops in Iraq. 

US troops were widely wel- 
comed for overthrowing Saddam 
Hussein but many Iraqis are now 
anxious for them to go home. 

The US military said in Bagh- 
dad it was moving reinforce- 
ments to the capital. 

Major General Glenn Webster 
said 3,000 to 4,000 infantry and 
military policemen would be sent 
over the next seven to 10 days. 

The United States already has 
12,000 troops in Baghdad, with 
150,000 more in other parts of Iraq. 

“The coalition command is the 
single authority in Iraq at this 

ime and out purpose is to pro- 
vide security and stability in the 
country so the people of Iraq can 
elect their own leaders and get 


hold a conference within four 
weeks to choose an interim gov- 
‘ernment, ushering in democracy 
after three decades of Saddam's 
iron rule. 

But US forces still face pockets 
of resistance and have had prob- 
lems asserting control in some 
parts of Iraq, They said they killed 
at least six Iraqi fighters in the 
northern city of Mosul during a 
heavy firefight on Monday 
evening. 

AlJazeera, which is based in 
Qatar, said US soldiers fired on a 
crowd after someone threw a 
stone at them, 

‘The channel, which is widely 
watched across the Arab world, 
did not specify the source ofits in- 
formation 

US Central Command in Qatar 
said it had no information and US 
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the country running again,” Web- 
ster told reporters. 

He said this was not connected 
to any specific incident. 

US Central Command in Qatar 
said in a statement that former oil 
minister Rasheed had surrendered 
on Monday, It gave no details. 

Rasheed ran Iraq's military in- 
dustries until becoming oil minis- 
ter in 1995. His wife, known as 
“Dr. Germ,” is not on the most 
wanted list but US forces are keen 
to interview her about her role in 
Saddam's alleged attempts to de- 
velop biological warfare systetns. 

Rasheed was last seen by jour 
nalists at Baghdad's Doura oil re- 
finery on March 25, surrounded 
by burning pits of oil as bombs 
fell on nearby Baghdad. 

Saddam's fate remain a thys- 
tery. His sons Qusay and Uday 
have also not been found, nor 
have the weapons of masside 
struction which the United States 
said were a major justification for 
the war. Reuters 
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YOUNG GUARD PASSES OLD 


Najibullah on April 28, 1992. 


‘An unidentified Afghan boy marches during a military parade in Kabul, April 28. The 
parade was held to mark the toppling of the government headed by Mohammad 


SEOUL/WASHINGTON—North Korea said 
on Tuesday more US-North Korea talks would 
be pointless if Washington insists Pyongyang, 
disarm and rejects the North's offer to scrap 
its atomic arms in return for concessions. 

US officials in Washington and Westem diplo- 
mots in Beijing seid on Monday North Korea had 
offered at talks in China last week to give up its 
nuclear weapons and missile exports but wanted 
a shopping list of concessions in reum. 

A senior US official called those conces- 
sions unacceptable. 

“We're not going to pay for elimination of 
nuclear weapons programs that never should 
have been there in the first place," said State. 
Department spokesperson Richard Boucher 
in Washington. 

Predictably, that did not go down well in 
Pyongyang. 

"It is quite obvious that as long as the US 
maintains such a stand, the two sides will on- 


i 


ly waste time no matter how frequently they 
negotiate,” said Minju Joson, a newspaper 
published by the North Korean cabinet. 
North Korea's KCNA news agency went fur- 
ther, saying Washington's stance that it will not 
Pyongyang was a mark of ignorance 
Bush administration policymakers. 
“This cannot be construed otherwise than 
ridiculous jargons of political imbeciles,” it said. 
“These silly remarks only go to prove that US 
policymakers are totally ignorant of the DPRK." 
DPRK are the initials of the North's official 


Nokor: Talks useless 
without US concessions 


name, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

The US State Department said on Monday 
North Korea told US officials in Beijing during 
three days of talks last week, that included 
China, that Pyongyang had nuclear arms. 
North Korea has yer to repeat this publicly. 

Western diplomats briefed by a Chinese For- 
eign Ministry official in Beijing said North Ko- 
rea had warned of “extraordinary measures" if 
the United States played its “usual tricks." 

‘Asked about the briefing, US Secretary of State 
Colin Powell said: "They did put forward a plan 
that would ultimately deal with their nudear ca- 
pability and their missile activites but they of 
course expect something considerable in retum.” 

A senior US official said North Korea of- 
fered to give up nuclear weapons and scrap its 
ballistic missile program in exchange for US 
concessions including oil, energy, economic 
exchanges and normal relations. 

South Korean Foreign Minister Yoon Young- 
kwan confirmed in parliament on Tuesday 
North Korea had offered to resolve the nuclear 
crisis on condition Washington guarantees the 
survival of Pyongyang's communist system, He 
did not comment on the offer. 

Yoon will brief foreign diplomats later, and 
they will be particularly keen to gauge whether 
Seoul leans toward Beijing's assessment of the 
outcome or Washington's. China now faces its 
own dilemma whether to back long-time ally 
North Korea or back the US line on dismantling 
Pyongyang's declared atomicarsenal. Reuters 


Menem, rival 
in Argentina 
vote showdown 


BUENOS AIRES—Former play- 
boy president Carlos Menem will 
run off against a rival from his 
Peronist party in a second round 
vote to decide who will lead Ar- 
gentina out of economic crisis. 

Menem won most votes in Sun- 
days first round, but the 24.34 
percent was not enough to claim 
an immediate victory and he 
must now battle Nestor Kirchner, 
a provincial governor backed by 
outgoing president Eduardo 
Duhalde, on May 18. Kirchner 
drew 21.99 percent of the vote. 

While — Kirchner’s — camp 
promised an all-out onslaught, 
the 72-year-old Menem said he 
was coming back to “rescue the 
country from disaster.” 

“Sixteen months ago, this presi- 
dential candidate and current pres- 
ident—beeause ! already consider 
myself as such—was condemned 
and defamed, without a fair trial," 
he told supporters at a Buenos 
Aires hotel after the vote closed. 

Menem spent 167 days under 
house arrest while authorities in- 
vestigated charges of illegal 
weapons sales to Ecuador and 
Croatia during his presidency. 

As president between 1989 and 
1999, Menem imposed strict Inter 
atonal Monetary Fund-style eco- 
nomic policies. He is identified with 
a period in Argentina's history when 
the currency was pegged to the dol- 
lar and unemployment was low. 

But some also accuse him 
paving the way for Argentina's eco- 
nomic collapse. Others say Men- 
em's presidencies were synony- 
mous with scandal, corruption, 
and badly managed privatization, 

Kirchner’ finish forced neolib- 
eral economist Ricardo Lopez 
Murphy (1635 percent), social 
Christian candidate Elisa Carrio 
(14.15 percent) and 14 other can- 
didates out of the competition. 

Voter tumout was high, at 80 
percent of the 25.5 million voters, 
despite predictions of apathy in this 
crisis weary county with growing 
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India, Pakistan 
PMs talk on phone 
in sign of thaw 


NEW DELHI/ISLAMABAD—The prime ministers of India 
and Pakistan discussed by phone on Monday ways to im- 
prove relations, in the frst high-level talks between the nu- 
ear-armed rivals since they came close to war last year. 

^ Pakistani government statement said Pakistani Prime 
Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali also invited Indian 
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee to visit Islamabad. 

“The telephone call breaks the 18-month-old impasse 
between the two countries," the statement said. 

india and Pakistan have not held formal talks since July 
2001 and came close to war last year over disputed Kash- 
mir, mostly Hindu India's only Muslim-majority state. 

Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf and Vajpayee met in- 
formally ata regional summit in Katmandu in January 2002, 

Official sources in New Delhi declined comment on the 
invitation to Islamabad but said Jamali had telephoned 
Vajpayee to welcome his offer earlier this month to hold 
peace talks. 

“The two prime ministers discussed ways of moving 
forward bilateral relations,” one Indian official source 
said of the 10-minute conversation. 

"Prime Minister Vajpayee suggested in this context im- 
provement of economic cooperation, cultural ex- 
changes, people-to-people contacts and civil aviation 
links," he said. 

"They agreed to consider this as a start.” 

India and Pakistan severed road and air links and 
downgraded their embassies after an attack in December 
2001 on India's parliament which New Delhi blamed on 
Pakistan-based Kashmiri separatists. Islamabad denied in- 
volvement. 

Both countries have been under intense pressure from 
Washington to ease tensions. 

Earlier this month Vajpayee said he was willing to have 
talks with Pakistan, but said Islamabad would first have to 
end support for Muslim militants based in Pakistan-con- 
trolled territory, fighting Indian rule in Kashmir. 

Pakistan denies Indian allegations that it helps mili- 
tants infiltrate into Indian Kashmir to join a 13-year-old 
separatist revolt there and says it gives only moral support 
to what it calls the Kashmiri "freedom struggle.” 

The Pakistan government statement said that Jamali 
welcomed Vajpayee's offer of talks "and reiterated Pak- 
istan’s readiness for a dialogue with India at any level." 

it said Jamali had said he hoped such a dialogue 
would address all outstanding issues, including Kashmir. 
He invited Vajpayee to visit Pakistan and also offered to 
visit India. 

indian analysts said the tentative thaw in relations 
might reflect pressure from Washington, which is send- 
ing Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage to the re- 
gion next month, but that full peace talks were still a 
innu wau away Reuters 
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SC affirms death penalty 
on traders’ kidnappers 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—Finding no reversible 
error, the Supreme Court here af- 
firmed the death penalty imposed on 
seven persons charged with kidnap- 
ping a businessman from Isulan, Sul- 
tan Kudarat seven years ago. 


In an en banc decision, the SC also ordered 
Abéila Silongan, Macapagal Silongan, Akmad 
Awal, Rolly Lamalan, Sacaria Alon, Jumbrah 
Manap and Ramon Pasawilan to pay trader 
Alexander Saldana and his friend Americo Re- 
juso Jr. P250,000 in moral and nominal dam- 
‘ages for the abduction on March 19, 1996. 

‘The seven accused, together with 61 oth- 
ers, were charged before the Sultan Kudarat 
regional trial court after their arrest when 
they failed to secure a ransom of P12 million 
from the trader's family. 

‘The Department of Justice, however, asked 
the SC to transfer the case to any of Quezon 
City’s special crimes court. 


Beyond doubt 

On Jan. 18, 1999, the Quezon City court 
found the accused guilty beyond reasonable 
doubt but the seven asked the SC to reverse 
their conviction. 

They said they were not clearly identified 
as the perpetrators of the crime when the case 
was tried before the lower court. 

Fifteen armed men took Saldana, Rejuso 
and two companions, Ervin Tormis and Victor 
Cinco, from the mountains of Barangay 
Laguilayan in Isulan following an aborted 
business meeting supposedly arranged by one 
Macapagal Silongan, one of the accused. 

Tormis and Cinco later escaped but Sal- 
dana and Rejuso were moved from place to 
place and kept captive until Sept. 24, 1996 or 
after more than six months. 

The two were released to the military in ex- 


change for a relative of one of the kidnappers 
who was caught delivering a ransom note to 
Saldana's family. 

In its 22-page decision, the SC dismissed 
the plea of the accused to be acquitted on the 
ground that one of the victims identified their 


158 religious icons 
seized from buyer 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—The Intelligence Division of the 
Cebu Provincial Police Office (CPPO) seized 
on Monday from an antique dealer 158 reli- 
gious icons, most of which were believed to 
have been stolen. 

"This was a breakthrough in the series of un- 
solved church thefts here. 

After the successful operation, representa- 
tives from the different churches in Cebu, 
Leyte and Bohol went to the police headquar- 
ter to find out if icons from their churches 
were along those now in police possession. 

‘Atleast three of the seized icons were posi- 
tively identified to have been stolen from the 
parish churches in the Cebu towns of Carcar, 
Dalaguete and Badian. 

Senior Insp. Bienvenido Premne, CPPO in- 
telligence officer, said they have prepared 
charges of violation of the anti-fencing law 
against antique dealer Rory Bacus, a resident 
of 402 Billones Compound, Bontores Street, 
Barangay Basak Mambaling, Cebu City. 

Bacus was temporarily held for questioning 
but was later freed pending the filing of 
charges against him, 

Bacus' apartment was raided by Premne's 
team at around 6 p.m. Monday after Munici- 
pal Trial Court in Cities Branch 7 judge Fran- 
cisco Seville Jr. issued the search warrant in 
the same day. 

The police conducted the raid after follow- 
ing last week's seizure of ten religious icons 
from workers identified with Bacus. Two of 
the earlier seized icons were found to have 
been stolen from churches in Bohol. 

Seized in last Monday's operation aside 
from the 158 antique icons were 15 crucifix- 
es, 15 assorted heads of statues, 63 pieces 
hands of statues, 7 antique angels, 4 antique 
communion plates, 6 assorted old crowns, 4 
assorted old robes, 6 pieces bronze chalices 
and 4 antique candle handlers. 

Premne said they could not determine the 
value of those items because these were con- 
sidered priceless. 

Premne said Bacus told the police that the 
icons will be deliveréd to some buyers in the 
United States, but the transactions were 
made through the Internet, 

Last April 25, Premne's team also confiscat- 
ed 10 antique icons from Bacus in Mandaue 
City. Church officials from Inabanga, Bohol, 
claimed two of the icons. 

Since Monday, officials from Leyte and the 
different churches in Cebu trooped to CPPO 
toalso claim their icons. 


captors with wrong names. 

“That Rejuso Jr. does not know the names 
of the abductors is not sufficient to cast doubt 
on his testimony,” the decision said. 

“It is not necessary that the name of the ac- 
cused be specifically stated by a witness in an 
affidavit or in his testimony.” 

The court said: “Victims of crimes cannot 
always identify their assailants by name. It is 


inoperative, however, that the attacker be 
pointed out and unequivocally identified dur- 
ing the trial in court as the person who com- 
mitted the crime.” 

The SC noted that the two victims had a lot 
of opportunities to see the faces of their cap- 
tors since they had lived with them for six 
months and that “the kidnappers made little 
or no attempt to conceal their identities." 
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WAR AND DROUGHT EDMAN BACASHAS. 
The parched earth is all that is left of this farmer of Maigo town, 
Lanao del Norte, site of a battle between government soldiers 
and Moro rebels. Hundreds of displaced families are facing a long 
drought. 
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"SARS BRIEFS 


No N-95 masks in Baguio 
BAGUIO CITY—The arrival of stocks of N-95 masks, worth P500 each, in- 
tended for Baguio hospitals has been delayed for two weeks, alarming doctors 
who have begun attending to suspected Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) cases. An overseas Filipino worker was confined at the Baguio Gener- 
al Hospital and Medical Center for testing, while two more patients were re- 
ferred to the hospital by a private clinic last weekend. "Most of the nurses de- 
tailed to Bagulo deal with patients based in the Cordillera, La Union and Pan- 
 gasinan, but they have not been provided proper health guidelines in respond- 
ing to this disease," an InauiRen source said. 

Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Indian woman has SARS symptoms 
BAGUIO CITY—Local officials on Monday considered an Indian woman, 
who spent a month in Thalland, a serious medical case after he suffered 
{rom atypical pneumonia. City officials received from local epidemiologists 
complete medical files on the woman, who arrived in Baguio on April 26. 
‘She had voluntarily asked for treatment at the Baguio General Hospital and 
Medical Center (BGHMC). Initial examinations found traces of atypical pneu- 
monia, a symptom of SARS, although health officials here denied that the In- 
dian was a potential SARS victim. "The patient needs to ex ibit al the symp- 
‘toms for doctors to conclude that this is a SARS case,” a member of the city 
epidemiological surveillance unit told the INQUIRER. 

Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


IRRI denies SARS cases 


LOS BAÑOS, Laguna—The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) has 
denied reports that it has any cases of SARS at its headquarters in Los 
Baños, Laguna. In a press statement, IRRI denied allegations that the insti- 
tute had received visitors from overseas who might have contracted the dis- 
ease. "There are no SARS cases at IRRI,” the statement said. All IRRI staff 
members have been told to postpone travel to any SARS-affected regions 
including China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Singapore and Toronto. 
‘Romulo 0. Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


No kissing of Manaoag statue 
MANAOAG, Pangasinan—With fears of contamination from the SARS virus, a 
church official here asked devotees of the Our Lady of Manaoag to avoid touch- 
ing or kissing the image or wiping it with their handkerchiefs. The directive, is- 
‘sued by Fr. Patricio Apa, Manaoag parish priest, and approved by Lingayen- 
Dagupan Archbishop Oscar Cruz, would cover other images in the shrine that 
thousands of devotees from all over the country visit everyday. Apa, however, 
said devotees could stil touch the clothes of the image. He said he issued the 
directive to prevent the possible spread of SARS among pilgrims and church- 
goers. Some norms during masses were also changed to avoid the possible 
spread of the SARS virus. These include receiving communion by hand, instead 
of mouth; and bowing, instead of kissing. each other during the "peace ritual.” 
Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


State of emergency in Palawan 
PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—Palawan has been declared under the state of 
emergency to prevent the entry of SARS in the province. According to Gow 
Joel Reyes, his declaration is in support of the measures undertaken by the 
Department of Health and other government agencies. With this, he said, 
stringent measures will be implemented in the province for travelers, in- 
cluding those who use the backdoor near Malaysia and other Asian coun- 
tries. The provincial council issued a resolution granting the governor the 

. power to declare the province under the state of emergency. Vice Gov. David 
Ponce de Leon said the measures should detail technicians on the pre-de- 
parture areas in the pier or airport. Those who would not follow the stri 
gent rules, he said, should be meted with more coercive measures. 

Jofelle Tesorio, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


SARS SCARE 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—In the absence of 
any cure for or even proper infor- 
mation on Severe Acute Respira- 
tory Syndrome (SARS), residents 
here are trying anything that 
works or just to assuage their 
panic. 

Bernie Villena bought two large 
papayas at the city market be- 
cause he said he learned on televi- 
sion that papaya might be effec- 
tive against atypical pneumonia. 

"When asked how papaya could 
be effective, Villena said: "My 
family will eat it, siguro (maybe).” 

Dr. Luc Montagnier, president 
of the Paris-based World Founda- 
tion for AIDS Research and Pre- 
vention, recommended using an 
extract of fermented papaya to 
boost immunity probably against 
SARS. The extract also boosts an- 
tioxidant qualities although the 
treatment is not yet backed by re- 
search or tests. 

This meant that Villena would 
have to ferment the papaya to 
make it probably effective. 

Montagnier met with Pope 
John Paul I in Vatican last 
September and asked the 83- 
year-old Pope to relax his stand 
on condoms to tackle AIDS in the 
developing world. 

But he also took the opportuni- 
ty to suggest fermented papaya as 
a cure for the Pope's Parkinson's 
disease. 

Marie Bistoyong, a local fruit 
vendor, said there is no dramatic 
rise in papaya sales here. 

Bistoyong said they throw away 
the overripe papaya, which is the 
best way to get the papaya extract 
recommended by Montagnier. 

Baguio writer Linda Grace 
Cariño, in her weekly column for 
a local daily, said she received an 
e-mail from a friend in Indonesia 
about a possible SARS cure. 

Carifo, in her column, said the 
"antSARS mixture" consists of 
ginger, lemon, honey and prayers. 


chopped, 


“Crush 


about one 


onan... Across.the. NATION 


The e-mail from her friend follows 

“Our Blessed Mother told 
Joseph Francis in October 1986 
that there would soon be a flu- 
like illness that will cause many, 
many deaths. This illness will af- 
fect the lungs and the heart. 

“Our Loving Mother gave us 
this advice: 1/2 garlic dove 
crushed, two slices ginger root 


juice, a teaspoon honey. 


and the slices of fresh ginger root 
and put into a cup. Add one table- 
spoon lemon juice and one tea- 
spoon honey in the cup. Pour 
boiling water into the cup and let 
the mixture set for at least five 
minutes (Do not boil mixture). 
"We are to drink this every day, 


one already has the symptoms, 
they are to drink a cup of this 
three times a day. 
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a tablespoon lemon 


1/2 of large garlic clove 


eas, like an airplane. 


hour before bedtime. IF 


“A garlic pill or capsule (from 
health stores) may be substituted 
if one cannot take fresh garlic. If 
there is an aftertaste or garlic 
breath, one should eat a few 
sprigs of fresh parsley" 

In Baguio City, only a few resi- 
dents wear respirators or surgical 
masks on the streets. Those who 
do, however, are not wearing the 
N95 respirators recommended by 
the World Health Organization. 

According to the Department 
of Tourism, there was a drop of 
40 percent in airplane occupancy 
to and from this city compared to 
last year. This may be because of 
the danger of SARS transmission 
in enclosed air-conditioned ar- 


But a driver of a bus company 
here said there was no drop in 
passengers taking aircon buses. 
Taxi riders in the city should 
count their blessings that there is 
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Residents try anything to cope 


ACUSTOMER in one of Baguio’s bars covers his face with a piece of sanitary napkin, providing cor 
relief on the SARS scare in the city. 


TOOTS SOBERANOIPOINORTHERN LUZON, 


no need for air conditioning be- 
cause of the cool climate. 

But text messages here said the 
SARS virus will not survive in 
Baguio because of the polluted 
air, alluding to the World Bank re- 
port that the city’s air is among 
the most polluted in the country. 

‘The used clothes trade is anoth- 
er industry suffering from talks 
about SARS. But this is not be- 
cause of the erroneous report that 
the virus thrives on used clothes 
(SARS' corona virus can survive 
outside a host for three hours and 
the wagwag stocks coming from 
Hong Kong take weeks or even 
months to reach the city). 

Unlike the ukay-ukay in other 
places, the used clothes here are 
bought directly in Hong Kong by 
Baguio businessmen. Since SARS 
became prevalent in Hong Kong, 
viajeros started to fear going 
there and buy used clothes. 
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Pampering you with four captain’s 
chairs, AUDIOVOX VCD with 
LCD/TV, and updated amenities. 
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face conversation. 


PREGIO 
Limousine Special 
SRP P865,000.00 M/T 
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www 'Lumad' folk urge GMA to order stop to logging 


Tremors in Davao 

DOO meh. COTABATO CITY—Tribal leaders gian are suffering ftom extreme into the plight of indigenous peo- situation in the area. It will like- Hussin and Regional Legislative 
cyang some paris or Southem Min- ip over Mindanao are asking Violation of their rights to ances- ples, said they were not against wise endanger thelivesofthepeo- Assembly Speaker Ibrahim bay 
danao on Saturday and Sunday | resident Macapagal-Arroyo to tral domain, self goverance and any development ifit would ben- ple and the lives of those yetto be that Karons approval of the log- 
p.m. Saturday night was also fet Order a stop to the logging opera- empowerment, social justice and efit the majority. born,” Saliga stressed. ging operation was a violation of 
Asta vgn ee Pragpire tions in the towns of North and human rights and cultural in- — “InthecaseofMCLC,wedonot Victoria Kanakan, executive di- the Free and Prior Informed Con- 
Institute of Volcanology and Selsmol- South Upi in Maguindanao. tegrity,” Lumandong said. find any development to the envi- rector of the Office for Southern sent embodied in Republic Act 
tu saidtetremoraessuradatlm, Antonio Lumandong, National Romy Saliga, administrative ronment and to the people espe- Cultural Communities in the Au- No. 8371, or the Indigenous Peo- 
tay in GeneralSantosGiyand Confederation of indigenous Peo- officer of the Lumad Develop- ciallythosedirectly affected bythe tonomous Region in Muslim Min- ples Rights Act of 1997. Rosa- 
Intensty 2here,was tectonic in or- ples of the Philippines secretary ment Center Inc, an organization logging operation. It will oly in- danao, emphasized in her letter May V. de Guzman, PDI Min- 
gin, On Sunday right an Intensty’S general, said the Maguindanao inSouthand North Upithatlooks tensify the already marginalized dated April 2 to Gov Parouk danao Bureau 

{uaks was also feitin Davao Ciy, Coastal’ Logging Corp. (MCLC) 
with its epicenter in Talomo District. started its operations in the two 
Phivolcs science analyst Ferdinand towns without consulting the af- 
Taglucop sald no injuries and damage fected Teduray and Lambanguan 
to property were reported. Demis Jumad. 

day Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau Tia former Depsrement OF Ere 


New medical center ‘onmentend Natural Resources 


in the Autonomous Region in 
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—Executive Muslim Mindanao Secretary 


Secretary Alberto Romulo on Satur- Faisal Karon gave MCLC; an In. 
day inaugurated the modern Subic Gustrial Forest. Management 
Bay Medical Center (SBMC) here. Agreement holder, the authority 
Romulo, cting forts ofthe Subic frente on Feb. 13, 1998. 

Bay Metropolitan Authority to pro- Hs : 
Videa “state-of-the-art” medicalfa- —, D'imandong said they were in- 


formed of the logging operation 

cilty or investors and residents 
said the SBMCis “far offbetterthan that covers about 5,500 hectares 
other medical institutions" inthe Of their Ancestral Domain only 
country, Dr. Harry Badion, SBMG d- When operations started in 
rector, sald the center will offer spe- November last year. 
clalized medical services, including — To date, Lumandong said the 
heart bypass operations and possi- — firm has already cut down at least 
bly organ transplants. Allan 200 logs. 
‘Macatuno, PDI Central Luzon Desk He said they want President 

4 Macapagal to implement a total 
Police exec exits log ban in North and South Upi to 
CAMPOSCARFLORENDO,SanFer- protect the remaining forests. 
nando City Chief Supt. Arturo "Native Teduray and Lamban- 
Lomibao relinquished his post as re- 
ional police director of Ilocos on Fri- 
day after more than two years in of- B 
fice. His successor is Chief Supt. atangas 


Claudio Cabreros, formerly the deputy 


director of operations of he Philippine i d 
National Police. Cabreros' 31 years of resi ents 
military and police service included s 
being the provincial der i l 7 um 
Mee mise wa  COIDDplaimn PROMO PERIOD: APRIL 25 - MAY 25, 2003 : ^7 
deputy director of the Cordillera re- "s. z 
onal commara. cooamec-oome, Of foul odor p Distributed all ovex the world 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau fias alos Visit our showroom at: IDC Bldg. E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave., Libis, Quezon City 
Marijuana arrests By Mei Magsino INCORPORATED or call us at: 636-7030 / 637-5976 Store hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat Jam-6pm, Sun 10am-4pm 
BAGUIO CITY—Policearrestedtwo PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
men in Sagada, Mt. Province, last 
week on charges of possession of BATANGAS CITY—Residents of 
2.75 kilograms of marijuana. Arrest- Barangays Tabangao, San Isidro, 
ed were Dakuyen Gaid and Jake Wawa and Sta. Clara in this city 
Mamrna Solang, both of Kalinga. Re- have complained of frequent 
ports said policemen tookthesus- — emissions of foul odor from the 
pects to the Sagada police station on Pilipinas-Shell refinery in Baran- 
theft complaint. While questioning gay Tabangao. 
them, the police inspected theirbag — " mme foul odor, according to res- 
‘and found the marijuana bricks, idents, has raised the incidence of 
worth P68,750, inside I respiratory diseases among the 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau = villagers, especially the children, 
who have inhaled the foul odor 
Suspected abductor far they suspect came from the 
BAGUIO CITY—Police iastweskar- il refinery. 
Ee MN c 
Tabuk, Kalinga. Reporteidentfedie — Magawad of Wawa, said they have 
suspect a Amor Guingan,27 cur 2°20 petitioned die city council 
‘biangan, police said, is the fourth most. = bm his fe pot pur ias 
wanted minal inthe Cordilera. mo PAYE been suffering for years. 
suspect, according to a press state- The orem to sprea 
ment from the Cordillera police office, ™ore often this summer, causing 
belonged to the group that abducted a Pain in their nasal cavity, throat, 
German couple and their driver along chestand head. — 
the Bontoc-Banaue Road in Mt. Polis, Over 100 residents of Wawa, 
Hugan, on Apri 21 lastyear. Gubian- who have also been affected by 
gan was charged with Kidnapping and the foul odor, signed the petition. 
serious ilegal detention. ien 
POI Northern Luzon Bureau Denial 
" Robert Malabanan, Shell refin- 
Benefits for vets COH D 
CALAPAN CITY— Twenty-one veteran- liaisonsofficerin the Shell Taban- 
‘survivors here received plaques ofap- — gao refinery said his company has A 
preciation and the news tat they and — no hazardous emissions. à t Sea ee a CTA E 
‘their dependents will be receiving hos- — "Our studies have proven that s : : Í 
pitalization benets. The veterans were there are no hazardous emissions d 


Neon 1 Sed i 


part of some 400 members of the Vet- from our refinery. The odor that 
erans Federation of the Philippines the residents have complained 


who celebrated the 61st Araw ng Kag- 
itingan in Naujan, Oriental Mindoro 
last April 9. Gov. Bartolome Marasigan 
praised the veterans’ courage during 
World Warll. Madonna T. Viola, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


about is categorized under the in- 
termittent industrial odor that 
happens not only in refineries but 
also in all industrial operations," 
Malabanan said. 

He added that the rising tem- 
Youth summer job perature tnis summer could have 
CALAPAN CITY—Some 500 poor  “Aused the rapid evaporation ol 
Suventsandropeuts, wrowen Ui products that caused the 
to continue with thelr studies, stat- emission of the foul odor. 
edworking in nine Oriental Mindoro “That has no proven health 
towns last April 21 under the Special hazard,” Malabanan said. “If that 
Program for Employment of sta- odoris hazardous, the 50 senior 
dents of the Department of Labor. Officials living in Shell's housing 
According to provincial employment facility should have been the first 
service officer Antonio Magnaye Jr, Ones to complain. And we would 
the usual 40 workdays have been re- never expose our own people to 
duced to 15 days because of limited that kind of danger.” 
funds to accommodate more stu- 2 
dents. Those who were not admitted Nebulizer 
this year would be prioritized next Eugenia Caraan, 34, another 
year he sald. Madonna T. Viola, POI barangay kagawad of Tabangao Your access to free Broadband internet. 
Southern Luzon Bureau Aplaya, said the residents in her 

A barangay have bought one nebu- 
Pipe organ concert iizer cach, as every family in her 


THE 34-YEAR-OLD pipe organ ofthe barangay has at least two people i 
Sun sebestan Gatward n LR C uo Dev tbe. peopl With our speedy DSL connections, the web 


willbe blessed and launched on May At the nearby barangay of San is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week just for you. 
2after a Mass to beled by Lipa Arch- Isidro, Boyer Malibiran, a resident 


bishop Gaudencio Rosales. This Wil — pag also complained of the same 


be followed bya pipe organ concert fou! odor that has been the culprit 
featuring organists Armando Salarza, — (or the increased respiratory ail- 


priests Fr. Manny Martori, Fr. Bong j THE PENINSULA 
Panganiban and RodelGardatogem- EMS among his village mates. MANILA 

er wth the Festival Choir of Las Piñas, He sald the Shell Philippines 

Orchestra and the Seraphim of ipa  Vestigation of the foul odor three 

City, wil fallow inside the Cathedral, Years ago and found that the odor 
Considered rare, the pipe organ's re- did notcomefromthem. —. 
habilitation took over two years atthe ‘Tinga A the pue m 
cost of P3.3 milion. Tickets forthe ing everything it can to lessen, if AR WEN a 
NR ee CU a 15. ically AR De Ford @ virer hal snd Makau Avenuen 1206 Mabe hy, Meus Man hones - Te GOT-H8H BL 3436: fs MIHI MD 
fine tel nn 429981 11-69) odor Email tpm@peninanta com> Website www.peninsute.com 
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By Maurice Malanes 
Baguio City 
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favorite bar. 

But thése are the ingredients for a po- 
tent but environmentally safe pesticide 
and fungicide, which a natural farming. 
trainer Had taught recently to some, 
farmers in Mt. Province. 

inspired by the natural farming tech- 
nology trainer, 41 farmers from the veg- 
etable-producing villages of Bauko town 
have enlisted in a multipurpose coopera- 
tive, which seeks to produce and market 
naturally grown vegetables. 

Determined to practice what they 
learned, these farmers prepared a total of 
30 hectares distributed in various villages 
and planted these with the usual cash 
crops—potatoes, cabbages, carrots and 
other tropical vegetables. But they have 
to grow these "the natural way'—no 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides. 

Both farmers and officials from 
Benguet and Mt. Province have been 
seeking a way out of a crisis, which has 
been hurting both provinces almost 100- 
year-old vegetable industry after import- 
ed and smuggled vegetables have flood- 
ed the local markets since last year. 

For Mt. Province, Gov. Sario Malinias 
said it was time for farmers to start dis- 
covering the market niche of a few but 
growing “natural farming” advocates in 
the country, who now have expanding 
exclusive outlets for more expensive but 
healthier produce. 

Malinias thus invited Andry Lim, presi- 
dent of the Tribal Mission Foundation Inter- 
national, a group promoting natural farm- 
ing technology and healthy living in Davao 
City to tal to farmers in Mt. Province. 

In March, Lim came to Barangay Sad- 
sadan, a vegetable growing community 
in Bauko, to show alternatives to the 
chemical-saturated farming methods of 
local farmers. 


‘Green revolution’ 

Endorsers of the Green Revolution of 
the 1960s and 1970s had preached on 
high productivity through high inputs of 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides. 

Since the 1990s, agro-chemical distrib- 
urors have been disposing of each year an 
average of 500 tons of fungicides, 500,000 
liters of pesticides and almost 15,000 tons 
of commercial fertilizers worth P500,000 
in Benguet and Mt. Province’s vegetable 
belt, said a farm supply dealer. 

Manufactured by 15 major multina- 
tional companies, the volume of fertiliz- 
ers disposed of each year in Benguet and. 
Mt. Province is enough to wipe out all the 
United Statesed coalition forces and 
Iraqi soldiers combined, claimed a re- 
searcher who studied the patterns of pes- 
ticide use in the local vegetable industry. 

The various methods and technology 
that were supposed to ensure high yield 
through high inputs proved deadly to 
the environment and to human health, 
Lim seid. 


Veggie farmers 
in Mt. Province, 
Benguet do it 
‘the natural way’ 
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IVE kilograms of ginger, a liter of beer, a kilo of crude sug- 
ar, a liter of gin, and crushed chili and neem fruit. These in- 
gtedients appear to be another cocktail concoction at your 


A phenomenon in Benguet and Mt. 
Province that agriculturists call "pest 
succession" reinforces Lim’s observation. 

Pesticides, for example, eliminated 
the leafhopper, a cabbage pest, only to be 
succeeded by the diamond-back moth, a 
more destructive pest. 

The average vegetable farmer in 
Benguet and Mt. Province sprays his 90- 
day cabbage crop 12 to 21 times, de- 
pending on the infestation. He also mix- 
es “cocktails” of three to six brands of 
pesticides and fungicides, believing that 
the more mixture is made, the more it 
will be effective. 

But like human reaction to antibiotics, 
pests also develop resistance to pesti- 
cides, say experts. Diamond-back moths, 
for example, have developed such resis- 
tance to pesticides. 

Pesticides have also eradicated beneficial 
animals and insects, which feed on pests, 
thereby compounding the pest problem. 

Frogs, for example, are vanishing, if 
mot extinct, in Loo village in Buguias, 
Benguets top vegetable-growing town, 
noted a study by the Center for Policy and 
Development Studies of the University of 
the Philippines in Los Baños, Laguna. 
Frogs are considered farmers’ best friends 
because frogs feed on insects. 

‘Chemical fertilizers and pesticides al- 
so tend to strip the soil of its natural nu- 
trients, Lim said. 


Regaining loss 

Lim showed various indigenous ways 
to regain not only soil nutrients lost after 
decades of chemical farming, but also 
how to help bring back vital microorgan- 
isms, which, he said, help condition soil 
for plant growth. 

Heres one soil conditioner recipe, 
which, Lim said, farmers themselves could 
make in their own homes and farms: 

* Put 1 kg of cooked rice in an 8-1/2- 
inch by 11-inch by 3-inch box or inside a big 
foot Jong bamboo pole open on one end. 

* Cover the box or bamboo with a 
clearisheet of paper and tie with a string. 

* Cover the box or bamboo with plastic 
to keep out rainwater, insects and rats. 

* Place under forest or bamboo leaves 
or coconut husks. 

* After three days, remove the rice, 
which is now full of molds. 

* Place in a clay jar the moldy rice and 
mix it with a kilo of crude sugar. 

* Cover the jar with a clean sheet of 
paper and tie it with a string, and place 
the jar ina cool and shaded place 

After seven days, the jars contents will 
yield a mud-like juice, much like the Ig- 
rot tapuy or rice wine. 

A farmer has to mix two tablespoons 
of the concoction with a liter of water 
and spray it on the soil and plants. The 
concoction could help revive soil nutri- 
ents and speed up composting, said Lim. 
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making industry. 


ILLAGERS in Barangay 

\ ] Alinguigan in Magan, 

Isabela, have created a 

giant armchair called botaka 

in a bid to promote the town 

as the center of the furniture 
industry in the province. 


The armchair, called the 


of narra and rattan, and 
measures about 5.5 meters 
(18 feet) long and 3.0m (10 
feet) high 

The furniture makers of Barangays 
Alinguigan 2nd and 3rd started making 
the giant armchair in January and fin- 
ished it last month. It will be officially 
presented to the public on May 4 

“We want other provinces to know 
that this is our furniture specialty" said 
furniture maker Ching Bagumo. 

Last year, Mayor Delfinito Albano 


“Boula ni Goliath” ismade DAYTOY TI ^ 
AMIANAN 


AVILLAGER checks the giant chair in Barangay Alinguigan, llagan, Isabela which was made to promote the local furniture 


Ilagan folk present Botaka ni Goliath’ 


met all furniture makers in the town 
and presented the idea to promote the 
local furniture industry. 

Albano provided the raw materials 
while other furniture makers contribut- 
ed from P200 to P500 each for addition- 
al materials to create the giant botaka. 

Furniture makers grouped themselves 

and volunteered to finish the 
iant armchair. 
The symbols of a saw, 
hammer, chisel and the slo- 
gan “Ilagan Kilos Na!” have 
been engraved on the 
chair's arm support. 

Residents said the product would 
serve as an attraction for local and for- 
eign tourists to visit the town, appreci- 
ate and patronize its furniture industry. 

At least 1,600 board feet of uncut 
wood were used in the giant armehair. 

"The most difficult part of it was the 
first stage. We called it balso. We had to 
use two chain blocks to assemble the 


BEN HOSES EEO 


body. It was heavy, each part required a 
group of men to carry.” said Fidel Pa- 
doyuman, 54, a furniture maker. 

Padayuman said that during the as- 
sembly stage, 15 men had to carry the 
chair's feet and arms. 

“Our problem now is how to trans- 
port the giant armchair without de- 
stroying it," he said. 

‘The furniture makers also used steel 
bolts and nuts to connect the arms and 
feet to the body. 

Padayuman said the botaka is one of 
the products easily sold to local and 
foreign tourists. Furniture makers sell 
the botaka at P1,500 apiece, but it is 
sold for P3,000 in Metro Manila. 

"We made the giant botaka ro encour- 
age buyers to come to our town,” said 
Rogelia Bucag, a furniture maker. 

Albano said the giant botaka symbol- 
ized the Hlaguefios “ingenuity, zeal and 
good attitude.” Ben Moses Ebreo and 
Villamor Visaya Jr. 


Sexmoan to Sasmuan: Town regains reputation as 


By Tonette Orejas 
Sasmuan, Pampanga 


ROM shame to fame. Sixteen years after shedding the name 

that stuck from the wrong pronunciation by Spanish and 

American colonizers, Sasmuan, formerly Sexmoan, is re- 
gaining its status as Pampanga’s fish capital. 


On May 4, the consignacion (market 
stall holders) and the Sasmuan Fishpond 
Owners and Operators Association are 
laying out a feast of bangus (milkfish), 
tilapia, shrimp, prawns, crabs and dalag 
(mudfish) for all to try and buy at the 
town plaza in Santa Lucia. 

Patis (fish sauce), ecko (shrimp paste), 
the cholesterol-rich tabang talangka, and 
the native sweets polvoron (milk candies) 
and marzipan (cashew nougats) are also 
coming out in hundreds of bottles and 
boxes all on the same day, according to 
Mayor Catalina Bagasina. 

"The day is set aside for what is touted 
as Sasmuan's fish festival. 

Bagasina said the event, held for the 


first time in decades in this ancient 
coastal town on the Pampanga delta, is a 
way of celebrating the success in re- 
claiming the old name and its increasing 
stature in fishery production. 

In Central Luzon, the aquaculture in 
Pampanga still has the highest value, 
with Sasmuan significantly contributing 
to that despite the yearly bouts of resi- 
dents against flooding and siltation. 

Asan aquaculture town, Bagasina said 
it was hardly referred to now zs Sex- 
moan, "Years ago, a mere inquiry by a 
buyer on the place where the fish supply 
came from was enough to embarrass the 
vendor because the name made it sound 
like we were a lusty people,” the slightly 


amused mayor recalled. 

But even as the colonizers’ blunder 
made it as the town's official name, 
which then appeared in practically every 
public document most especially in maps 
and election records, she said the resi 
dents had always asserted their town's 
name as Sasmuan. 


Early settlement 

Situated along the water routes south 
of the Pampanga River that spilled into 
the Manila Bay, Sasmuan, together with 
Macabebe and Lubao, is believed to be 
one of the oldest settlements in Pampan- 
ga and thus one of the seats of the early 
Pampanga civilization. 

A sudy by historian Donn Hart 
showed that the fishing town did not fall 
into the Philippine plaza complex pat- 
tern followed during the Spanish period. 

While it became the hideout of Fil- 
ipino revolutionaries during the Spanish 
regime, the Americans captured Sas- 
muan in May 1899. 


How its name got distorted always 
draws interest. 

The town's brochure explained: "Long 
before the coming of the Spaniards to the 
Philippines, the original name of the 
town was Sasmuan, which was derived 
from old Pampango word ‘sasmo,’ mean- 
ing pitabnuan and its English translation 
is meeting place.” 

“Unfortunately, since the Spanish 
regime and during the American occupa- 
tion, the name of the town degenerated 
to Sexmoan. Sometimes itis pronounced 
as 'Sexmoan' and indeed Sexmuefios are 
embarrassed and ridiculed for they are 
jokingly branded as sexy.” 

Sasmuan did not only lose its name. 
Its identity was eventually subsumed 
when the American civil government 
made the town a mere village of neigh- 
boring Guagua town. 

Don Monico Mercado, who waselected 
as the first representative of Pampanga to 
the First Philippine National Assembly, 
authored the law creating Sasmuan as an. 


fish capital 


independent town on May 4, 1908. 

The town's "independence" is cele- 
brated as the Don Monico Day, in honor 
of Mercado. 

Bagasina seid the fish festival was held 
in memory of Mercado, As a poet and 
writer, Mercado took under his wing a 
number of talented young men, includ- 
ing the late President Diosdado Macapa- 
galand the late Rep. Amado Yuzon. 

While Mercado reclaimed Sasmuan's 
autonomy, it was former Pampanga Rep. 
Emigdio Lingad IIl that corrected the 
colonial mistake in 1987. The announce- 
ment on the Senate's approval of a resolu- 
tion restoring the name Sasmuan was met 

nin the town. 
"shaped us" 
Bagasina said, adding that "even the town's 
mame figured as a serious matter to us be- 
cause it was our identity that was at stake." 

What matters now, she pointed out, 
was carving a future in fisheries produc- 
tion in a town that has no available land. 
devoted to rice farming. 
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Thank you Philippines 
for putting us in the Hall of Fame. 


Nokia, the five-time recipiént of the SuperBrand award, has been elevated 
to the Hall of Fame in the Reader's Digest Asia's SuperBrand Survey. 
Nokia is also the first and only brand to receive its third consecutive Platinum award 
for outstanding brand performance in the mobile phone category in the Philippines. 


Maraming Salamat po sa inyong pagtiwala sa Nokia. 
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graphically isolated or insulated from 
the rest of the world is archaic at the 
least. The interdependence of economies 
must become the basis for the new public 
health order. Where people, ideas, prod- 
ucts and services cross borders at light- 
ning speed, so will microbes, 

Hence, we should have proceeded from 
the assumption that the arrival of SARS was. 
inevitable. We needn't have waited for its 
actual landing, We could have, we still can, 
prepare our people for the possibility of 
more difficult times ahead. Our leaders ` 
must have the courage to bring people to a 
point where individual short-term sacrifices 
must be made for long-term social and eco- 
nomic benefits. SARS now, perhaps some 
other virus ater: It makes no difference. 

Our own experience shows that nations 
don't need to be infected to be affected. 
Even before the first SARS death in the 
Philippines, airlines were already reporting 
sharp drops in the number of their passen- 
‘gers, companies were canceling trips to 
Manila and investors were scaling down 
their expectations of economies and busi- 
nesses everywhere, 

But lets not assume that the economic 
impact of SARS is defined by physical teri- 
tory alone. We are a nation dispersed 
throughout every nook and cranny of the 
planet. And regardless of where Filipinos 
are, it is incumbent upon the State to use its 
sovereign powers to the extent that it can to 
protect is people, wherever they are. Fil- 
ipinos are not just people who live in the 
Philippines. 

Inevitably, our economic losses will be 
related to how job markets for Filipinos 
here and abroad may-if we don't act now 
shrink even more. 


Beatable disease 

Second, we should stress that SARS can; 
be beaten. Despite what doomsayers ped. 
dle the human race wil survive this disse 
in the same way that it has survived 
other diseases in recent history. 

‘The World Health Organization and the 
Centers for Disease Control in the United 
States have isolated the virus and mapped 
its genome in fantastically record time. Even. | 
as we wait for an antidote, rt 
natural immune systems are BIO 
virus every single day More tah 
of people found with SARS will eran 
disease. Just as important, we also, knows") 
that the SARS virus can be avoided. Ka 

As with HIV-AIDS, both the stigma and” 
the risk associated with SARS can be erased: 


havior and lifestyle. Fidelity to a single pare 
ner, safe sex, the avoiding of drugs and the? 
screening of blood for transfusion ean guar 
antee people of safety fom HIV-AIDS. — 35 

Because it is spread by a virus similar tr^ 
and likely mutated from the organism that, 
brings the common cold, our weapons. 
against SARS are even simpler: Keep your: 
resistance up by eating properly, exercising 
regularly and getting plenty of rest. Wash 
your hands. Dispose of garbage properly, at- 
tend to your personal hygiene and keep the 
environment clean, 

In the same breath, 1 must add that it is 
simplistic to imply that major public health 
problems like HIV-AIDS or SARS can be 
solved by changing people's behavior alone. 
In any disease outbreak, the importance of 
reformed, responsive and high-quality 
health care systems cannot be understated. 
The presence of a diagnostic kit, a cure or 
even a vaccine for HIV-AIDS or SARS will 
not ensure that these tools for fighting dis- 
case will be readily available to those who 
need them most. 


Timely information 

Third, we must provide people with 
timely and relevant information about the 
disease, especially at this time in the natural 
course of the disease when the paralysis 
brought about by SARS is caused by great 
uncertainty that results in fear and in some 
instances even panic. 

Further study believe, will bear this out: 
People are afraid of SARS not so much be- 
cause t can cause death. They are afraid be- 
cause of the realization that SARS infec- 
tions immediately and directly translates to 
micro-economic problems: loss of jobs and. 
loss of economic opportunities. 

Given the choice, our people will put 
their economic interests above personal 
safety. This is a matter of survival. Our gov- 
ernment should do no les, because itis also 
a matter of survival for our leaders. As the 
experience of China and Hong Kong shows, 
the political leadership, not just the health 
sector is being put to the test. 

‘The fear of economic loss, defined as the 
inability to work, the loss of freedom and 
‘autonomy to earn enough to support one's 
self and one's family is perhaps the single 
most compelling force that wall spel the dif- 
ference between SARS asa national calami- 
ty that could cripple the economy or SARS 
as a national opportunity to sharpen our 
leading edge in the global and domestic 
markets: our human resources. 

Fourth, let us ensure that our workers are 
healthy and safe-and communicate this to 
the rest of the world. 

Let us not fear criticism for imposing 
stronger quarantine measures if this is what 
it will take to prevent further “importation” 
‘of SARS from returning nationals or visiting 
foreigners. Having been a health secretary, I 
know that we do not need a new law to do 
what needs to be done. If we need to hide 
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by simple, reasonable adjustments in be” 2 
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. She said she was compelled to tell 
the woman to leave because the resi- 
dents were on the verge of panic and 
practically besieging the visitor. 

Incensed by the expulsion, the wom- 
an’s kin have threatened to sue the 
lage leaders. 

Paulino said she had apologized for 
the "unfortunate event" and appealed 
to the woman's brother to reconsider 
the decision to sue. 

Meanwhile, Ozamiz Vice Mayor Car- 
los Bernad is seeking a protocol on re- 
porting SARS-related stories, 

Bemad said utmost consideration 
should be accorded the privacy of per- 
sons suspected of being SARS carriers. 

Dr. Daniel Medina, city health direc- 
tor, said the public should not pass 
judgment until after the necessary tests 
had established the true condition of 
suspected SARS cases. 

Nevertheless, Medina described the 
Tinago residents’ behavior as a “healthy 
sign of vigilance against the disease.” 

"1 just hope these indications of vigilance 
are translated into actual prevention ac- 
tions,” he said. 

The widespread anxiety is resulting 
in cold cash for pharmacies. 

As of Monday, the city's largest drug 
store was “out of stock” of surgical masks, 
including items intended only for display. 

Leo Tan, proprietor of another phar- 
macy, said sales had risen by 400 per- 
cent since Saturday. 

In Alabang, Metro Manila, the grand- 
daughter of the late Mauricio Catalon is 
preparing to leave her isolation quar- 
ters at the Research Institute for Tropi- 
cal Medicine (RITM). 

“I have no fever, no cough and respi- 
‘ratory difficulty" Jennifer Catalon, 27, 

fsssaid in an interview with dzBB radio 


By Carlito Pablo 


Ss had her temperature taken, an 
Yf physician joined her on board the 
artéred Lear jet, a personal anti-Killer 
Seaan Kit formed part of her lug- 
gage. And strict instructions were given 
Sew -she- wasn't to be bussed on the 
cheek.” 
‘This is how Presidents travel, in the 
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and that she is not really a SARS pa- 

tient,” said Carmen Ablen, a resident of 
Ormoc City, who went to the hospital 
Just to see JP for herself. 

Mario Baron, 32, and a tricycle driv- 
er, vented his anger on health officials 
who erroneously declared JP as a SARS 
case. 

"They should be very cautious in is- 
suing statements and in declaring a per- 
son as a SARS patient. Look at JP it cre- 
ated discrimination among her town 
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Emergency meeting 

In an emergency meeting with drug 
manufacturers, dealers and distributors 
yesterday, Roxas said that 3M Philip- 
pines assured the government that it 
was working hard to ensure that the 
country retain its allocation from 3M. 

Based on his discussions with the 
country's drug store chains, including 
Mercury Drug, Roxas reported that all 
drug stores have run out of the N95 
masks because they were not ready for 
the sudden surge in demand. 

Celia Carlo, who represents the Drug 
‘Store Association of the Philippines, said 
that their members normally have only 
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“There is no guarantee as yet (that 
the SARS virus won't be passed on from 
one person to another through money]. 
We have to wait for the finding that will 
be conclusive,” Medina said in a brief- 
ing late last week at the office of Vice 
President Teofisto Guingona. 

Citing a parallel phenomenon, Medina 
noted the experience in Hong Kong 
wherein a number were infected by 
touching contaminated elevator buttons. 

“One can never tell because of the 
nature of money. It circulates widely 
and there is no way of knowing from 
whom the money passed,” he said. 

Airport general manager Edgardo 
Manda was the first to express concern 
over the possibility of SARS entering 
the Philippines through the currency 
brought in by travelers from SARS-in- 


fected countries. 


early yesterday. 

She said she was not anxious to be re- 
leased, but was willing to wait for health 
officials to declare her completely safe, 

Jennifer took care of her grandfather 
before he died of SARS on April 22. 
Mauricio was infected by his daughter 
‘Adela, who died on April 14. 

“They all wear masks and gowns. They 
Jook like astronauts in protective suits. 
But they are good to me,” Jennifer said of 
the RITM doctors attending to her. 

RITM director Dr. Remigio Olveda, 
who was earlier in Tacloban City to 
check on isolation facilities there, con- 
firmed that Jennifer's condition had im- 
proved in the last 36 hours. 

He said she had fever on three occa- 
sions during her 10-day stay, but was 
well as of yesterday morning. 

He also said Jennifer and her five re- 
maining relatives at the RITM were not 
showing SARS symptoms and might be 
discharged on Friday. 

Dr Maria Consorcia Quizon, acting 
head of the National Epidemiology Center, 
also said the Catalons would be released 
Friday the end of their 14-day quarantine. 

She said the Department of Health 
had allowed the family to hold a wake 
for Mauricio because they would all be 
deemed clear of SARS by Friday. 

According to Quizon, a total of 12 
persons are under quarantine at varidus 
hospitals. 

She said that so far, 61 persons had been 
confined for more than 24 hours at the 
RITM, San Lazaro Hospital and hospitals in 
Region 1, 2,6, 7 and Metro Manila. 

But they are all negative for SARS, 
she said. 

Quizon also said the DOH was look- 
ing into the case of an overseas Fi 
worker brought in as a SARS “suspect” 
from Isabela. 

‘The OFW had come from the Middle 


This time, no more 


day morning took off from Villamor Air- 
base for the Asean summit meeting on 
SARS, and the precautions she took re- 
flected the importance of the fight 
against the dreaded Severe Acute Res- 
piratory Syndrome virus. 

Director Edgardo Sabitsana of the 
Bureau of Quarantine and Internation- 
al Health Surveillance was the one who 
applied a thermometer strip to the Pres- 
ident forehead. 

With her temperature normal, Ms. 


mates and the region was also shunned 
like the plague by other people,” he 
said. 

And unlike her arrival at the hospital 
last Friday, no Special Weapons and 
Tactics Team members were around to 
secure her person, 

She was escorted out from her room 
by Department of Health-Bastern 
Visayas Regional Director Mila Bacho- 
Bacus; Dr. Adelaida Asperin, chief of 
hospital; and Ligaya Anacta-Acosta, re- 
gional information officer. 

The officials took off their surgical 


Roxas admits N95 masks out 


two or three pieces of surgical masks in 
stock because nobody had any use for 
them in the past except hospital work- 
ers. Carlo said that most Filipinos would 
prioritize food in their purchases be- 
cause only those with extra money can 
afford to buy the masks for protection. 

Even San Miguel Corp., which an- 
nounced its plan to distribute N95 
masks to its employees for use in their 
offices and plants, has been having 
trouble getting suppliers. A top drug- 
store chain, according to a source, is ne- 
gotiating with a Taiwanese supplier for 
the shipment of 10,000 boxes. 


Not priced at P470 

Roxas also denied reports that the 
price of 3M N95 masks has shot up to 
P470 each. He said 3M has maintained 


SOS Internationc! also tried to rein in 
the SARS paranoia by saying that wear- 
ing masks in public places was not nec- 
essary. (See related story on Page A18.) 

“To be infected with SARS, one must 
have prolonged and close contact with a 
person already symptomatic of SARS. 
Casual contact, as in the malls, won't do 
any harm, so wearing masks in public 
has no appreciative effect,” Medina said. 

He advised constant hand washing. 
or use of alcohol-based disinfectants, 

“Don't mind that washing your hands 
every so often is a sign of obsessive 
compulsive behavior,” he said. “Bring 
along alcohol, [even that) in gel form. It 
will be effective in killing the virus.” 

‘The London-based SOS International 
is a group of medical experts that at- 
tend to health concerns in about 25 
countries. It employs 3,000 medical 
professionals worldwide. 


Filipinos should take refresher 


PHILIPPINE, DAILY INQUIRER - 


Village bans SARS suspect 


East but stayed in Hong Kong for two 
weeks, 

In Laoag City, Ilocos Norte Gov. Ferdi- 
nand Marcos Jr, has sought an extended 
suspension of the flights to and from 
Hong Kong for the whole month of May. 

‘The suspension is to be lifted on May 
3, but reports of the local transmission 
of SARS prompted Marcos to extend it. 
His spokesperson Lito Gorospe said the 
governor would announce the exten- 
sion at his regular press briefing today. 

Air Philippines earlier cancelled its 
Hong Kong-Laoag flights beginning April 
14 in compliance with Marcos’ request, 

Dr. Rosito Tamayo, quarantine officer 
at the Laoag Intemational Airport, said 
Tocos Norte remained SARS-free despite 
continued flights from Guangdong in 
‘China and Kaoshiung in Taiwan. 

Tamayo attributed this to the strict 
health protocol imposed on all air trav- 
elers. 

"Our procedure starts by coordinating 
our efforts {with airport officials) at the 
enuy points of Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Guangdong. Passengers will not be al- 
lowed to board the plane if they fail to 
undergo checkup and interview" he said. 

‘The Philippine Information Agency in 
Laoag has been running a regular radio 
program in the state-run Radyo ng Bayan 
tohelp raise public awareness on SARS, 

During the radio program, Tamayo 
received text messages inquiring about 
the possibility of infection of employees 
holding office near the airport. 

“That's an unwarranted fear” 
‘Tamayo said. “There is no reason to fear 
the air at the airport. I myself only use 
my mask when 1 board a plane.” 

Noting that false information could 
spark panic, Tamayo urged residents to 
keepcalm. 

"received a tip about a hotel employ- 
ee who was supposedly in hiding because. 
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he was sick. It took me all day to track this 
person [in various hotels]," he said, 

The employee turned out to be a staff” 
member of the Fort Ilocandia Resort and 
Casino who recently went to Guang-, 
dong for a cooking demonstration, 

Tamayo said he advised the employ. 
ee to observe a 10-day quarantine. 

In Manila, Senate President Franklin, 
Drilon said he was not in favor of a 
“harsher” penalty for people who refuse 
to be put under quarantine for SARS or 
other infectious diseases. 

“Imposing a heavier penalty, I think, is 
not called for” he told reporters when 
asked to comment on a bill fled by Sen. 
Manuel Villar seeking higher penalties 
for quarantine violators. 

Drilon noted that many of those af- 
flicted with SARS were OFWs, and said 
what was important was the prevention 
of the transmission of the SARS virus, 

At present, a violator of quarantine 
regulations is punished with a fine of 
not more than P2,000 or imprisonment 
of not more than one year, or both. 


Laws sufficient 

“I believe our quarantine laws, even 
if they are nearly half a century old, 
‘would still be sufficient to address this 
problem,” Drilon said. 

Villar has filed a bill seeking to amend 
Republic Act 123 by granting additional 
powers to the Bureau of Quarantine. 

The bill proposes for quarantine viola- 
tors afine of not more than P10,000 or im- 
prisonment of not more than one year, or 
both. Those who refuse to go on isolation. 
after developing an infectious disease face 
a fine of not more than P20,000 or a jail 
term of not more than two years, or both. 
With reports from Cristina Arzadon and 
Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau; Christine O. Avendaño in Mani- 
la 


‘beso-beso’ for GMA 


‘Macapagal proceeded to deliver her de- 
parture statement. She said she'll be ap- 
pealing to other Asean heads of govern- 
ment to ensure not only the health of 
overseas Filipino workers employed in 
their countries but also to assure the se- 
curity of their jobs. 

“Ishall seek protection within Asean, 
not only for the health and safety, but 
for the jobs, of Filipinos,” the President 
said. 

Dr. Jimmy Colacio, who has the rank of 


masks when they came out. Bacus told 
the Inguimer that taking off their masks 
was their way of saying that indeed JP 
was nota SARS case. 

‘When asked by the reporters how she 
felt, JP said she was happy and thanked 
God that she was not ill with SARS after 
all 

“I thank God. He's been good to me," 
JP said. 

She also expressed her gratitude to 
all DOH local officials, including the 
doctor and nurses that attended to her 
during her stay in the hospital, as well 


of stock 


the NOS masks’ price at P70 each al- 
though this could only be bought in 
boxes of 20 pieces. He urged consumers 
to report traders or stores that were 
peddling the masks in single packs and 
at prohibitive rates. 

Roxas was ordered by the President 
Saturday to look into the scarcity of 
N95 masks in drugstores and their sky- 
rocketing prices allegedly due to hoard- 
ing and price manipulation. 

Roxas also urged consumers to heed 
the opinion by the Department of 
Health, World Health Organization and 
the US Center Disease Contre! "at the 
NOS masks were only ess al for 
health workers that were — :dling 
SARS cases, 

Despite the shortage in mag Roxas 
assured the public that the p: e and 


When laundering money is good 


lessons in cleanline s, according to two 
leading pulmonologists. 

"We are too preoccupied with masks, 
Let us not forget that the hand is one of 
the most potent means of transmitting a 
disease,” said Dr. Alipio Abad pf the 
Makati Medical Center. 

‘Abad has issued a memo ordering 
MMC personnel to wash their hands up- 
on entering and leaving the hospital as 
part of the measures against SARS, 

"The washing of hands is as impor- 
tant as wearing masks,” Abad said dur- 
ing a weekly forum sponsored by the 
Philippine College of Physicians and the 
Mirror Magazine, 

Although pgople are riding dn the 
craze in masks, especially the tecom- 
mended N95, Abad said, the SARS virus 
could just as effectively be transmitted by 
hand to the shucus membrane jn the 


eyes. 
This is the reason doctors assighed to 
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Army captain, accompanied the chief ex- 
‘ecutive to monitor her health condition. 

The President and her delegation 
was also provided with individual SARS 
kits consisting of N95 masks and gog- 
gles. 

At the send-off ceremonies, it was all 
handshakes for President Macapagal's 
all-male wellwishers, which included 
Vice President Teofisto Guingona, Exec- 
utive Secretary Alberto Romulo, and 
ranking police and military officials. 


as City Mayor Alfredo Romualdez for 
allowing her to stay at the hospital. 

Romualdez had earlier opposed JP's 
confinement. 

Bacus said JP would be asked not to 
go outside her house in Maybucong. 
“We advised her not to go out... 
make sure,” Bacus said. 

‘According to Bacus, JP has to stay in- 
doors for about 12 days. All the medical 
staff that attended JP during her stay at 
EVRMC would also be asked to go on 
self-quarantine for the same period, As- 
perin added. 


supply of anti-SARS products such as 
vitamin supplements, rubbing alcohol 
and hand sanitizing products have been 
maintained. 


Fat margins 

Edwin Isaac of Filipino Drug Associa- 
tion revealed that vitamin makers have 
maintained their prices despite the in- 
‘crease in raw materials of between 100 
percent and 400 percent in the last few 
‘weeks, Isaac said that vitamin prices 
‘would remain steady even if raw mate- 
rial costs would increase by another 
400 percent. 

Roxas, who has lambasted the multi 
national drug companies for selling 
their products at exorbitant prices, re- 
fused to comment on Isaac's revelation 
of the drugmakers’ fat margins. 


contagious diseases should wear gog- 
gles, he said. 

Besides, Abad said, a mask was not 
only expensive but also useless when 
reused. 

“If you reuse it, the possibility of in- 
haling a virus is high," he warned. 

Dr. Ma. Encarnita Blanco-Limpin of 
the Philippine Heart Center said that if 
there was something good coming out 
of the SARS outbreak, it was the fact 
that people were becoming conscious 
of cleanliness. 

“In a way this is good,” she said at the 
same forum. “We are opening our eyes 
to this sickness ... that can be transmit- 
ted by cough or sneeze.” 

Limpin noted that in the pre-SARS 
days, Filipinos were known to spit any- 
where or to sneeze or cough without 
covering their mouths 

This was how tuberculosis was 
spread, she said, 
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graphically isolated or insulated from 
the rest of the world is archaic at the 
least. The interdependence of economies 
must become the basis for the new public 
health order. Where people, ideas, prod- 
ucts and services cross borders at light- 
ning speed, so will microbes. 

Hence, we should have proceeded from 
the assumption that the arrival of SARS was 
inevitable. We needn't have waited for its 
actual landing. We could have, we still can, 
prepare our people for the possibilty of 
more difficult times ahead. Our leaders " 
must have the courage to bring people to a 
point where individual short-term sacrifices 
must be made for long-term social and eco- 
nomic benefits. SARS now, perhaps some 
other virus later: It makes no difference. 

Our own experience shows that nations 
dont need to be infected to be affected. 
Even before the first SARS death in the 
Philippines, airlines were already reporting 
sharp drops in the number of their passen- 
gers, companies were canceling trips to 
Manila and investors were scaling down 
their expectations of economies and busi- 
nesses everywhere. 

But lets not assume that the economic 
impact of SARS is defined by physical terri- 
tory alone. We are a nation dispersed 
throughout every nook and cranny of the 
planet. And regardless of where Flipinos 
are, it is incumbent upon the State to use its 
sovereign powers to the extent that it can to 
protect is people, wherever they are. Fil- 
ipinos are not just people who live in the 
Philippines. 

Inevitably, our economic losses will be 
related to how job markets for Filipinos 
here and abroad may--if we don't act now-- 
shrink even more. 


Beatable disease 


Second, we should stress that SARS can |l 


be beaten. Despite what doomsayers ped. 
dle, the human race will survive this disease’. 
in the same way that it has survived many’) 
other diseases in recent history. 

‘The World Health Organization and the 
Centers for Disease Control in the United 
States have isolated the virus and mapped 
its genome in fantastically record time. Even 
as we wait for an antidote, people by their: 
natural immune systems are beating the 
virus every single day More than 95 percents 
of people found with SARS will survivethe? | 
disease. Just as important, we also know: 
that the SARS virus can beavoided. — ' 

As with HIV-AIDS, both the stigma and’ 
the risk associated with SARS can be erased 
by simple, reasonable adjustments in be- 
havior and lifestyle. Fidelity to a single par 
ner, safe sex, the avoiding of drugs and ther 
screening of blood for transfusion can guar". 
antee people of safety from HIV-AIDS. 

Because it is spread by a virus similar to 
and likely mutated from the organism that. 
brings the common cold, our weapons ` 
against SARS are even simpler: Keep your 
resistance up by eating properly, exercising 
regularly and getting plenty of rest. Wash 
your hands. Dispose of garbage properly, at- 
tend to your personal hygiene and keep the 
environment clean. 

In the same breath, I must add that it is 
simplistic to imply that major public health 
problems like HIV-AIDS or SARS can be 
solved by changing people's behavior alone. 
In any disease outbreak, the importance of 
reformed, responsive and high-quality 
health care systems cannot be understated, 
‘The presence of a diagnostic kit, a cure or 
even a vaccine for HIV-AIDS or SARS will 
not ensure that these tools for fighting dis- 
ease will be readily available to those who 
need them most. 


Timely information 

Third, we must provide people with 
timely and relevant information about the. 
disease, especially at this time in the natural 
course of the disease when the paralysis 
brought about by SARS is caused by great 
uncertainty that results in fear and in some 
instances even panic. 

Further study, believe, will bear this out: 
People are afraid of SARS not so much be- 
cause it can cause death. They are afraid be- 
cause of the realization that SARS infec- 
tions immediately and directly translates to 
micro-economic problems: loss of jobs and. 
loss of economic opportunities. 

Given the choice, our people will put 
their economic interests above personal 
safety. This isa matter of survival. Our gov- 
emment should do no less, because it is also 
a mater of survival for our leaders. As the 
experience of China and Hong Kong shows, 
the political leadership, not just the health 
sector, is being put to the test. 

"The fear of economic loss, defined as the 
inability to work, the loss of freedom and 
autonomy to eam enough to support ones 
self and one's family, is perhaps the single 
most compelling force that will spell the dif- 
ference between SARS asa national calami- 
ty that could cripple the economy or SARS 
as a national opportunity to sharpen our 
leading edge in the global and domestic 
markets: our human resources. 

urb, let us ensure that our workers are 
healthy and safe-and communicate this to 
the rest of the world. 

Let us not fear criticism for imposing 
stronger quarantine measures if this is what 
it will take to prevent further "importation" 
of SARS from returning nationals or visiting 
foreigners. Having been a health secretary 1 
know that we do not need a new law to do 
what needs to be done. If we need to hide 
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She said she was compelled to tell 
the woman to leave because the resi- 
dents were on the verge of panic and 
practically besieging the visit 

Incensed by the expulsion, the wom- 
an's kin have threatened to sue the vil- 
lage leaders. 

Paulino said she had apologized for 
the “unfortunate event” and appealed 
to the woman's brother to reconsider 
the decision to sue. 

Meanwhile, Ozamiz Vice Mayor Cat- 
los Bernad is seeking a protocol on re- 
porting SARS-related stories. 

Bernad said utmost consideration 
should be accorded the privacy of per- 
sons suspected of being SARS carriers. 

Dr. Daniel Medina, city health direc- 
tor, said the public should not pass 
judgment until after the necessary tests 
had established the true condition of 
suspected SARS cases. 

Nevertheless, Medina described the 
Tinago residents’ behavior as a “healthy 
sign of vigilance against the disease." 

*1 just hope these indications of vigilance 
are translated into actual prevention ac- 
tions," he said. 

The widespread anxiety is resulting 
in cold cash for pharmacies, 

As of Monday, the city’s largest drug 
store was “out of stock" of surgical masks, 
including items intended only for display. 

Leo Tan, proprietor of another phar- 
macy, said sales had risen by 400 per- 
cent since Saturday. 

In Alabang, Metro Manila, the grand- 
daughter of the late Mauricio Catalon is 
preparing to leave her isolation quar- 
ters at the Research Institute for Tropi- 
cal Medicine (RITM). 

"I have no fever, no cough and respi- 
ratory difficulty" Jennifer Catalon, 27, 
i said in an interview with dzBB radio 


By Carlito Pablo 
SHE had her temperature taken, an 
fe Army physician joined her on board the. 
ke chartered Lear jet, a personal anti-killer 

pneumonia kit formed part of her lug- 
5 ‘gage. And strict instructions were given 
PSithat-she-wasn't to be bussed on the 
"cheek. 

i. This is how Presidents travel, in the 
S ime of SARS. 
*' President Macapagal-Arroyo yester- 


From page At 
and that she is not really a SARS pa- 
tient,” said Carmen Ablen, a resident of 
Ormoc City, who went to the hospital 
Just to see JP for herself 

Mario Baron, 32, and a tricycle driv- 
er, vented his anger on health officials 
who erroneously declared JP as a SARS 
case. 

“They should be very cautious in is- 
suing statements and in declaring a per- 
son as a SARS patient. Look at JR it cre- 
ated discrimination among her town 


From page Al 
insize. 


Emergency meeting 

In an emergency meeting with drug 
manufacturers, dealers and distributors 
yesterday, Roxas said that 3M Philip- 
pines assured the government that it 
‘was working hard to ensure that the 
country retain its allocation from 3M. 

Based on his discussions with the 
country's drug store chains, including 
Mercury Drug, Roxas reported that all 
drug stores have run out of the N9S 
masks because they were not ready for 
the sudden surge in demand. 

Celia Carlo, who represents the Drug 
Store Association of the Philippines, said 
that their members normally have only 


From page Al 


“There is no guarantee as yer [that 
the SARS virus won't be passed on from 
one person to another through money]. 
We have to wait for the finding that will 
be conclusive,” Medina said in a brief- 
ing late last week at the office of Vice 
President Teofisto Guingona. 

Citing a parallel phenomenon, Medina 
noted the experience in Hong Kong 
wherein a number were infected by 
touching contaminated elevator buttons. 

“One can never tell because of the 
nature of money. It circulates widely 
and there is no way of knowing from 
whom the money passed,” he said. 

Airport general manager Edgardo 
Manda was the first to express concern 
over the possibility of SARS entering 
the Philippines through the currency 
brought in by travelers from SARS-in- 
fected countries. 


early yesterday. 

She said she was not anxious to be re- 
leased, but was willing to wait for health 
officials to declare her completely safe. 

Jennifer took care of her grandfather 
before he died of SARS on April 22, 
Mauricio was infected by his daughter 
Adela, who died on April 14. 

“They all wear masks and gowns. They 
look like astronauts in protective suits - 
But they are good to me,” Jennifer said of 
the RITM doctors attending to her. 

RITM director Dr. Remigio Olveda, 
who was earlier in Tacloban City to 
check on isolation facilities there, con- 
firmed that Jennifer's condition had im- 
proved in the last 36 hours, 

He said she had fever on three occa- 
sions during her 10-day stay, but was 
well as of yesterday morning. 

He also said Jennifer and her five re- 
maining relatives at the RITM were not 
showing SARS symptoms and might be 
discharged on Friday. 

Dr. Maria Consorcia Quizon, acting 
head of the National Epidemiology Center, 
also said the Catalons would be released 
Friday, the end of their 14-day quarantine. 

She said the Department of Health 
had allowed the family to hold a wake 
for Mauricio because they would all be 
deemed clear of SARS by Friday. 

According to Quizon, a total of 12 
persons are under quarantine at various 
hospitals, 

She said that so far, 61 persons had been 
confined for more than 24 hours at the 
RITM, San Lazaro Hospital and hospitals in 
Region 1,2, 6, 7 and Metro Manila. 

But they are all negative for SARS, 
shesaid. 

Quizon also said the DOH was look- 
ing into the case of an overseas Filipino 
‘worker brought in as a SARS "suspect" 
from Isabela, 

‘The OFW had come from the Middle 


This time, no more 


day morning took off from Villamor Air- 
base for the Asean summit meeting on 
SARS, and the precautions she took re- 
flected the importance of the fight 
against the dreaded Severe Acute Res- 
piratory Syndrome virus. 

Director Edgardo Sabitsana of the 
Bureau of Quarantine and Internation 
al Health Surveillance was the one who 
applied a thermometer strip to the Pres- 
ident’ forehead. 

With her temperature normal, Ms. 


mates and the region was also shunned 
like the plague by other people,” he 
said. 

And unlike her arrival at the hospital 
last Friday, no Special Weapons and 
Tactics Team members were around to 
secure her person. 

She was escorted out from her room 
by Department of Health-Eastern 
Visayas Regional Director Mila Bacho- 
Bacus; Dr. Adelaida Asperin, chief of 
hospital; and Ligaya Anacta-Acosta, re- 
gional information officer. 

The officials took off their surgical 


Roxas admits N95 masks out 


two or three pieces of surgical masks in 
stock because nobody had any use for 
them in the past except hospital work- 
ers. Carlo said that most Filipinos would 
prioritize food in their purchases be- 
cause only those with extra money can 
afford to buy the masks for protection. 

Even San Miguel Corp., which an- 
nounced its plan to distribute N95 
masks to its employees for use in their. 
offices and plants, has been having 
trouble getting suppliers. A top drug- 
store chain, according to a source, is ne- 
gotiating with a Taiwanese supplier for 
the shipment of 10.000 boxes. 


Not priced at P470. 

Roxas also denied reports that the 
price of 3M N95 masks has shot up to 
P470 each. He said 3M has maintained 


SOS Internatiot. also tried to rein in 
the SARS paranoia by saying that wear- 
ing masks in public places was not nec- 
essary. (See related story on Page A18.) 

“To be infected with SARS, one must 
have prolonged and close contact with a 
person already symptomatic of SARS. 
Casual contact, as in the malls, won't do 
any harm, so wearing mi 
has no appreciative effe 

He advised constant hand washing 
or use of alcohol-based disinfectants 

‘Don't mind that washing your hands 
every so often is a sign of obsessive 
compulsive behavior, he said. "Bring 
along alcohol, [even that] in gel form. It 
will be effective in killing the virus." 

The London-based SOS International 
is a group of medical experts that at- 
tend to health concerns in about 25 
countries. h employs 3,000 medical 
professionals worldwide 

Filipinos should take refresher 


Village bans SARS suspect 


East but stayed in Hong Kong for two 
weeks. 

In Laoag City Ilocos Norte Gov. Ferdi- 
nand Marcos Jr, has sought an extended 
suspension of the flighis to and from 
Hong Kong for the whole month of May. 

The suspension is to be lifted on May 
3, but reports of the local transmission 
of SARS prompted Marcos to extend it. 
His spokesperson Lito Gorospe said the 
governor would announce the exten- 
sion at his regular press briefing today. 

Air Philippines earlier cancelled its 
Hong Kong-Laoag flights beginning April 
14 in compliance with Marcos’ request. 

Dr. Rosito Tamayo, quarantine officer 
at the Laoag International Airport, said 
Ilocos Norte remained SARS-free despite 
continued flights from Guangdong in 
China and Kaoshiung in Taiwan. 

Tamayo attributed this to the strict 
health protocol imposed on all air trav- 
elers. 

"Our procedure starts by coordinating 
our efforts [with airport officials] at the 
entry points of Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Guangdong. Passengers will not be al- 
lowed to board the plane if they fail to 
undergo checkup and interview.” he said. 

The Philippine Information Agency in 
Laoag has been running a regular radio 
program in the state-run Radyo ng Bayan 
to help raise public awareness on SARS. 

During the radio program, Tamayo 
received text messages inquiring about 
the possibility of infection of employees 
holding office near the airport. 

"Thats an unwarranted fear” 
‘Tamayo said. “There is no reason to fear 
the air at the airport. I myself only use 
my mask when 1 board a plane.” 

Noting that false information could 
spark panic, Tamayo urged residents to 
keepcalm. 

“I received a tip about a hotel employ- 
ee who was supposedly in hiding because 
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he was sick. It took meall day to track this 
person [in various hotels],” he said. 

‘The employee turned out to be a staff 
member of the Fort Ilocandia Resort and 
Casino who recently went to Guang- 
dong for a cooking demonstration. 

Tamayo said he advised the employ- 
ee to observe a 10-day quarantine. 

1n Manila, Senate President Franklin 
Drilon said he was not in favor of a 
“harsher” penalty for people who refuse 
to be put under quarantine for SARS or 
other infectious diseases. 

“Imposing a heavier penalty, I think, is 
not called for,” he told reporters when 
asked to comment on a bill filed by Sen, 
Manuel Villar seeking higher penalties 
for quarantine violators. 

Drilon noted that many of those af- 
flicted with SARS were OFWs, and said 
what was important was the prevention 
of the transmission of the SARS virus. 

At present, a violator of quarantine 
regulations is punished with a fine of 
not more than P2,000 or imprisonment 
of not more than one year, or both, 


Laws sufficient 

“I believe our quarantine laws, even 
if they are nearly half a century old, 
would still be sufficient to address this 
problem,” Drilon said. 

Villar has filed a bill secking to amend 
Republic Act 123 by granting additional 
powers to the Bureau of Quarantine. 

The bill proposes for quarantine viola- 
torsa fine of not more than P10,000 or im- 
prisonment of not more than one year, or 
both, Those who refuse to go on isolation 
after developing an infectious disease face 
a fine of not more than P20,000 or a jail 
term of not more than two years, or both. 
With reports from Cristina Arzadon and 
Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau; Christine O. Avendaño in Mani- 
la 


‘beso-beso’ for GMA 


Macapagal proceeded to deliver her de- 
parture statement. She said she'll be ap- 
pealing to other Asean heads of govern- 
ment to ensure not only the health of 
overseas Filipino workers employed in 
their countries but also to assure the se- 
curity of their jobs. 

"I shall seek protection within Asean, 
not only for the health and safety, but 
for the jobs, of Filipinos." the President 
said. 

Dr Jimmy Colacio, who has the rank of 


masks when they came out. Bacus told 
the Inguiner that taking off their masks 
was their way of saying that indeed JP 
was not a SARS case. 

When asked by the reporters how she 
felt, JP said she was happy and thanked 
God that she was not ill with SARS after 
all 

*] thank God. He's been good to me,” 
JP said. 

She also expressed her gratitude to 
all DOH local officials, including the 
doctor and nurses that attended to her 
during her stay in the hospital, as well 


of stock 


the N95 masks’ price at P70 each al- 
though this could only be bought in 
boxes of 20 pieces. He urged consumers 
to report traders or stores that were 
peddling the masks in single packs and 
at prohibitive rates. 

Roxas was ordered by the President 
Saturday to look into the scarcity of 
N95 masks in drugstores and their sky- 
rocketing prices allegedly due to hoard- 
ing and price manipulation. 

Roxas also urged consumers to heed 
the opinion by the Department of 
Health, World Health Organization and 
the US Center Disease Contrc' "at the 
NOS masks were only ess — il for 
health workers that were dling 
SARS cases. 

Despite the shortage in may Roxas 
assured the public that the $+ e and 


When laundering money is good 


lessons in cleunline s, according to two 
leading pulmonoloyists. 

"We are too preoccupied with masks. 
Let us not forget that the hand is one of 
the most potent means of transmitting a 
disease,” said Dr. Alipio Abad of the 
Makati Medical Center. 

Abad has issued a memo ordering 
MMC personnel to wash their hands up- 
von entering and leaving the hospital as 
part of the measures against SARS. 

“The washing of hands is as impor- 
tant as wearing masks," Abad said dur 
ing a weekly forum sponsored by the 
Philippine College of Physicians and the 
Mirror Magazine. 

Although poople are riding on the 
craze in masks, especially the recom- 
mended N95, Abad said, the SARS virus 
could just as effectively be transmitted by 
hand to the mucus membrane in the 
eyes. 

This isthe reason doctors assigned to 
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Army captain, accompanied the chief ex- 
ecutive to monitor her health condition. 

The President and her delegation 
was also provided with individual SARS 
kits consisting of N95 masks and gog- 
gles. 

At the send-off ceremonies, it was all 
handshakes for President Macapagal's 
all-male wellwishers, which included 
Vice President Teofisto Guingona, Exec 
utive Secretary Alberto Romulo, and 
ranking police and military officials. 


"Tale of two women: This Samarefia is cheered 


as City Mayor Alfredo Romualdez for 
allowing her to stay at the hospital. 

Romualdez had earlier opposed JP's 
confinement 

Bacus said JP would be asked not to 

outside her house i Maybucong. 
fe advised her not to go out... just to 
make sure," Bacus said. 

According to Bacus, JP has to stay in 
doors for about 12 days. All the medical 
staff that attended JP during her stay at 
EVRMC would also be asked to go on 
self-quarantine for the same period, As 
perin added. 


supply of anti-SARS products such as 
vitamin supplements, rubbing alcohol 
and hand sanitizing products have been 
maintained. 


Fat margins 

Edwin Isauc of Filipino Drug Associa- 
tion revealed that vitamin makers have 
maintained their prices despite the in- 
crease in raw materials of between 100 
percent and 400 percent in the last few 
weeks. Isaac said that vitamin prices 
would remain steady even if raw mate- 
rial costs would increase by another 
400 percent. 

Roxas, who has lambasted the multi 
national drug companies for selling 
their products at exorbitant prices, re- 
fused to comment on Isaac's revelation 
of the drugmakers' fat margins. 


contagious diseases should wear gog- 
gles, he said. 

Besides. Abad said, a mask was not 
only expensive but also useless when 
reused, 

“IF you reuse it, the possibility of in- 
haling a virus is high,” he warned. 

Dr. Ma, Encarnita Blanco-Limpin of 
the Philippine Heart Center said that if 
there was something good coming out 
of the SARS outbreak, it was the fact 
that people were becoming conscious 
of cleanliness 

"Ina way this is good,” she said at the 
same forum. "We are opening our eyes 
10 this sickness. that can be transmit- 
ted by cough or sneeze.” 

Limpin noted that in the pre-SARS 
days, Filipinos were known to spit any- 
where or tu sneeze or cough without 
covering their mouths, 

This was how tuberculosis was 
spread, she said. 
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World 

overreacting 
to SARS, say 
AIDS experts 


WASHINGTON—People around 
the world are overreacting to SARS, 
creating a sense of panic that could 
overwhelm common-sense mea- 
sures for containing the virus, top 
AIDS experts said on Monday. 

And sensational media coverage 
of SARS has fanned the flames, said 
David Baltimore, who won the 1975 
Nobel Prize in medicine for his work 
‘om how viruses cause disease. 

* think there has been overre- 
action,” said Baltimore, a leading 
AIDS researcher who is now pres- 
ident of the California Institute of 
Technology. 

“Ihave to agree with that,” added 
Dr: David Ho, another top AIDS ex- 
pert who heads the Aaron Diamond 
‘AIDS Research Center in New York. 
"Obviously the fear comes from the 
fact that this is a novel disease. 
Many aspects of this epidemic are 
still mysterious. Fear of SARS is out- 
running SARS per se.” 

Ho and Baltimore ought to 
now. AIDS kills virtually everyone 
it infects without treatment and 20 
years into the AIDS epidemic there 
is no cure and no vaccine. 

In contrast, 94 percent of SARS 
patients recover, 

Baltimore said boycotts of Chi- 
nese-owned businesses and scenes 
of people walking the streets of 
Hong Kong wearing surgical masks 
show that the general public does 
not understand the real dangers. 

“People clearly have reacted to it 
with a level of fear that is incom- 
mensurate with the size of the 
problem and I think it is getting in 
the way of a reasonable response.” 

‘While SARS is new and fright- 
ening, its impact, so far, has been 
minor. in a mild year, influenza 
and its complications kill an esti- 
mated 250,000 people around 
the world. Malaria kills at least a 
million, mostly children, 

Yet earlier this month two Chi- 
mese runners were asked to pull 
out of a marathon in the Nether- 
lands because of SARS fears. Many 
cities have reported people are 
avoiding Chinatown districts—in- 
cluding New York, where no SARS 
case hasbeen confirmed. Reuters 


BEUING—Around 2,000 
villagers of Chagugang 
town torched an aban- 
doned school building ear- 
marked as a SARS quaran- 
tine center, ransacked gov- 
ernment offices and over- 
turned cars in China's first 
reported instance of social 
unrest related to SARS, of- 
ficials said yesterday. 

The mayhem in Chagu- 
gang, a rural area close to 
the heavily populated port 
city of Tianjin, happened on 
Sunday night after the Tian- 
jin government decided to 
‘convert a school into an iso- 
Jation facility for urban peo- 
ple suspected of having con- 
fact with SARS patients. 

Chagugang, a township 
of 32,500 people, is about 
70 km southeast of Beijing. 
it has so far reported 43 
SARS cases, including two 
deaths. It has also acknowl- 
edged 67 suspected cases. 

"The plan was to trans- 
form the high school into an 
isolation center,” a Chagu- 
gang official, who did not 
‘want to be named, told AFP 
"When nearby villagers 
heard this, they feared they 
‘would (catch) the disease. 
The head of the village ex- 
plained to the people but 
they wouldn't listen.” 

He said about 2,000 an- 
gry residents marched to 
the school and ransacked 
it, smashing windows be- 
fore setting iton fre. 

“Then they went to the 
local education office and 
smashed it .. Then they 
went to the town govem- 
ment office and smashed 
the whole building, break- 
ing windows, removing 
doors end throwing them 
out of windows, They broke. 
in and smashed everything; 
they overturned vehicles. 
AN facilities are out of use 
now” the offical said, 

The official said armed 
police and anti-riot forces 
arrived but by that time the 
villagers had run away Res- 
idents yesterday said be- 
tween 10 and 20 people 
had been arrested. 
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Chinese villagers riot over quarantine plan 


‘The official estimated the 
crowd was 2,000-strong but 
only a core of 30 to 40 people. 
took part in the destruction. 

“The rest cheered them 
on," he said. 

Residents showed no re- 
morse yesterday voicing 
‘outrage that the government 
claimed to be trying to stop. 
SARS spreading to the coun- 
tryside but at the same time 
it wanted to send urban sus- 
pectcases to their township. 

A former teacher, now a 
village education official, 
suggested there was more to 
the matter than just SARS. 

“The issue wasn't just a 
question of SARS. Other is- 
sues were involved, like 
corruption,” he said. 

‘The director of the Tian- 
jin foreign affairs office, in 
a fax to AFR confirmed the 
incident but said every- 
thing was now calm. 

"Because of some people's 
complaints the government 
of the district announced the. 
cancelation of this observa- 
tion station on (Sunday) at 4 
pm," said Chen Weiming. 
“Bur at 6 pam, stirred by 
some people, several dozens 
of villagers who didn’t know 
the truth smashed ... the 
school building and the win- 
dows and doors of the town- 
ship government.” 

Beijing hospitals treating 
more than 1,000 patients 
with SARS are running 
short of drugs and surgical 
masks. Doctors and nurses 
are overworked and de- 
moralized at the expanding 
number of hospitals as- 
signed to handle SARS, Bei- 
jing Health Bureau deputy 
director Deng Xiaohong 
was quoted by the Beijing 
Times as saying. 

To ease the burden, Chi- 
na's military is sending 1,200 
doctors and nurses to Beijing. 
‘And the city government says 
it is adding nine hospitals to 
the six already designated to 
handle SARS. Yesterday it 
started using ambulances to 
‘move hundreds of non-SARS 
cases to other institutions. 

AFR Reuters, AP 


=e, * m 


Everything looks good in 
the new Marubishi fan. 2° 


WEL! FAN 
& d as 


DESK. } FAN 


PRESENTING, THE NEW LOOK 
OF.COOLING^ TECHNOLOGY. 


j You'll cherish it. 


A 


Like its all-new, 


9. sleek hard plastic 
^" base design. Same with 
its chic, powerful 18" metal 
blade. And just about every 
part ofis oos hip and trendy. 
Best of all, it's the fan that 
makes you feel real good 
as well. 


The new Marubishi desk 
fan. Get it at your nearest 
appliance store today | 


FEATURES : 
powerful, heavy duty motor 
3 blade 
| Rust-tree, chrome-guarded Base 
Long-lasting Switch Motor 


America loves it. 


A4 marvbi.zhi 


HOME APPLIANCES 


From page AIS 


behind more laws, and use up 
precious time that should be 
spent acting, we are truly headed 
for economic decline. 
What we must do now is what 
all other nations must consider 
doing in a globalized economy. 
‘The whole world should workto- 
ward universal pre-departure 
quarantine standards of perhaps 
about 10 days, to cover the incu- 
bation period of the disease. An 
alternative: five-day quarantine 
at point of exit and a fiveday 
quarantine at point of entry. 


Mandatory quarantine 

In the absence of universal 
pre-departure quarantines, what 
the Philippines can do to protect 
those who are amiving from 
overseas work and their families 
who await them is to develop a 
10-day mandatory arrival quar- 
antine, with good facilities, 
trained infection control teams 
and the highest affordable stan- 
dards we can achieve. 

The worst thing that could 
happen to us would be stigma 
and marginalization of our 


Now that we've ... 


proving personal hygiene, ensur- 
ing environmental sanitation and 
creating from this crisis a cleaner, 


healthier Philippines. 


Let us jointly come up with 
clear standards for personal hy- 
giene with other sectors. We 
should communicate this in such 
a way that the ordinary person 
on the street can understand. 
Who should use masks? How of- 
ten should we wash our hands? 
‘What is the definition of a fever? 
We should saturate all possible 
setti with information: 
schools, public places, health 
centers, public transport, church- 


es, workplaces. 


‘Sih, let us use this opportu- 
nity to strengthen public health 


inour country. 


Let us not shrink from the re- 
sponsibility of caring for those 
who are sick, whether they are at 
home or in the hospital. Let us 
prepare our hospitals by training 
‘our health workers and provid- 
ing what is needed to establish 


good infection control. 


Let us use the SARS epidemic 
as a means of implementing re- 
forms in the financing of health. 
services. Let us bring the stan- 


Get a FREE one-year extended 
warranty on a new APC UPS 


Only one thing offers more uptime than an APC UPS... 
that's APC on-site warranty services. 


OFWs in their community and 
within their families. 

On the other hand, it is in our 
best interest to impose a pre-de- 
parture quarantine of the highest 
possible standards as well. Libya 
has banned the entry of workers 


dards of local public health sys- 
tems up and perhaps strive to 
protect entire islands as tourist 
destinations. 

Let us put our best minds to- 
gether to beat SARS, and save 
the demand for our workers here 


When blackouts, surgas end sags are the largest 
cause of PC snd server problems like file 
‘corruption, frozen monitors and keybosrd 
lockups, you noed the best power protection 
avaiable. To ensure completa system aveilabitty, 
you need an advanced UPS from a company 


Pro or Smar-UPS*. Simply send us your 
completely filed-out entitlement certificate 
found inside the APC product box and the 
standard 2-year on-site replacement warranty 
is automatically extended to thros at no cost to 
you. For three whole years your new APC UPS 


from SARS-infeered areas; other 
countries will follow. 

We need not wait for any in- 
ternational agreements. We 
should pilot this; the Philippines 
has an opportunity to be the first 
country in the world to enforce a 
suier predepamure quarantine 
for overseas workers, We need to 
send a signal to the world that 
our workers are healthy. 

Fifth, ler us mobilize all sectors 
of society to enlighten, inform 
and enable individuals to have 
healthier lifestyles. 

‘To address local transmission, 
letus work together for an effec- 
tive information campaign. Per- 
haps the major networks can 
sponsor a 24-hour telethon and 
invite scientists, political leaders, 
celebrities and ordinary people 
to deliver key messages on im- 


and abroad. 


Over the years, I have come to 
one and only one conclusion in 
motivating people to choose 
healthier behaviors. The com- 
pelling force for change must be 


larger than health, 


Health itself is often only a 
means toward something else 


thatis of value to society. 


In today's context, we must 
be united in our desire to save 
whatever economic opportu- 
nities we have and perhaps 
expand these if we can. This 
should be the reason for ev- 
erything that we must do in 


relation to SARS. 


We must achieve health as a 

means to a stronger economy. 

Good health is good economics, 
The author was the Secretary of 


Health from 1992 to 1995. 
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Asean plus China agree on SARS battle a 
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the chief executive of Hong Kong, which has 
reported 150 deaths. 

More than half of Asean members have re- 
ported SARS deaths: Singapore, 22; Vietnam, 
five; Malaysia, two; Philippines, two; Thai- 
Jand, two; and Indonesia, one. 

The 10-member Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean) and China hope to dispel 
widespread fear of SARS and convince a 
spooked world that they are undertaking effi 
dent measures to contain the spread of the 
deadly disease. The SARS crisis has cost the re- 
gion's economy and tourism sectors dearly. 

“yes the lack of informacion that causes fear 
of SARS . . . which is more destructive than 
SARS itself. Thats the consensus,” said Presi- 
dent Macapagal who briefed Filipino reporters 
on the mechanics of the the regional informa- 
tion network, the setting up of a SARS health 
emergency fund, and 18 other measures agreed 
"upon atthe Asean summit. 

Ms Macapagal said Dr. David Heymann, 
World Health Organization's chief of communi- 
cable diseases, stressed to her and other South- 
‘east Asian leaders, the importance of sharing in- 
formation, best practices and new findings 
among Asean members—Brunei, Burma, Cam- 
bodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

"Even if there is no known cure, there's a way 
of preventing it (SARS) from spreading,” she 
said. "Thats the important hing." 

China and Thailand pledged initial seed 
money of $1.2 million and $250,000 for an 
Asian fund to study and devise preventive m 
sures against SARS. But Ms Macapagal said the 
bulk of the money for the fund would be 
sourced from a $1-billion grant given to the 
‘Asean Foundation for AIDS. 

“This summit, Asean plus China, will create 
confidence in the world community that this re- 
gion has responded to the problem, and that the 
situation will be pur under control by close col- 
laboration,” Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shi- 
nawatra told reporters. 

A draft Asean-China joint statement prepared 
by the Chinese proposed a meeting between re- 
gional immigration officials “to coordinate en- 
tuy-and-ext policies and measures in response to 
SARS control and treatment.” 

The draft also proposed cooperative re- 
search and the holding of a high-level interna- 
tional symposium on SARS in China next 
month. 

"We note that SARS has already had a serious 


adverse impact on the economic development, 
social functioning, and intemational exchanges 
and cooperation in our countries and this re- 
gion,” the draft said. “SARS represents a 
formidable threat and challenge to the econom- 
ic and social development of this region." 

The WHO said the incidence of SARS had 
peaked in many places, but it voiced fears the 
situation was worsening in China where nine 
new deaths and 200 more infections were also 
announced on Tuesday. Nearly 10,000 people 
who might have been exposed to the virus have 
been put under home quarantine in China—in- 
cluding 7,600 in Beijing. 

Hong Kong yesterday said it had another 12 
fatalities. Three more nations—Mongolia, 
South Korea and New Zealand—joined the list 
of nations with SARS infections. 

‘The new SARS deaths brought the world- 
wide toll to at least 354. There have been 
more than 5,300 infections reported in over 
30 countries. 


Draft declaration 

According to the draft Asean declaration 
that is expected to be issued late Tuesday 
night, the Southeast Asian leaders pledged to 
keep their borders and economies open de- 
spite the crisis. 

The draft declaration said the leaders rec- 
ognized “the need for members to take indi- 
vidual and collective responsibility to imple- 
ment stringent measures to control and con- 
tain the spread of SARS.” 

‘The Asean SARS Containment Information 
Network was recommended by Singapore, the 
country in Southeast Asia worst hit by SARS. 
‘The city-state has suffered 23 SARS deaths. 

In a discussion paper distributed at the 
summit, Singapore said: “Through this net- 
work, Asean member countries could share 
essential information as well as best practices 
distilled from their experience in dealing with 
SARS.” 

Other measures that were to be adopted by 
the summit include: 

© Ensure proper pre-departure health 
screening for travelers at the point of origin. 

© Establish standardized measures for 
proper health screening. 

© Cooperate in providing public informa- 
tion and education to promote awareness. 

© Strengthen cooperation among 
front-line enforcement agencies. 

‘© Establish and strengthen early warning 
system on emerging infectious diseases. With 
reports by AP and AFP 


2 broadcasters ambushed . 
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the attack. 

John Villanueva Jr, known in Albay as Mr. 
Public Service, was shot dead Monday night in 
Camalig town while he was about 200 meters 
from his home. 

Villanueva, 54, popularly known as Jun V of 
Legazpi City’s dzGB-AM, was shot several times 
in Barangay Tagaytay by two still unidentified 
suspects as he was on his way home on a motor- 
cycle from his radio program "Banguerahan." 

"The broadcaster, also known as "pinakam- 
abait sa GB" (the kindest dzGB broadcaster), 
‘was taken to the Bicol Regional Training and 
‘Teaching Hospital. After an hour, attending doc- 
tors declared him dead. 

‘The military had once invited him for ques- 
tioning on suspicion. that he was a supporter 
of the New People's Army. He ignored the in- 
vitation. 

In Davao City, Jun Porras Pala was riding a taxi 
‘on his way home, along with his three body- 
guards, when a group of still unidentified men 
fired on them yesterday morning on the Vincent 
Hides, Mamay Road in Buhangin District. 

Tt was the second attempt on the life of Pala, 
who became famous for his staunch anti-com- 
munist campaign on dxOW in the 1980s. 

He was first ambushed in 2001. 

Pala, 48, host of a daily program over Manila 
Broadcasting Co” s dxGO, was hit in the buttocks 
and was immediately taken to the hospital. 
Physicians remove a 9 mm slug from his buttock. 


Vigilante group 

He founded the anti-communist vigilante 
group Contra Force and served as Davao City 
Councilor for two consecutive terms. In 2001, he 
ran but lost in the vice mayoralty race against the 
group of his former ally, Mayor Rodrigo Duterte. 

In an interview over dxGO, Pala said his at- 
tackers sprayed che taxi with bullets 

He said he and his bodyguards were on their 
usual “taxi ride" at around 9:30 a.m. when a 
black van suddenly blocked their path. Shortly 
after, he said, the armed men on board the van 
fired on them. 

Pala said he and his three bodyguards man- 
aged to draw their guns and returned fire, forc- 
ing the suspects to drive away. 

“know we hit some of them,” he said. 

He suspected that some police officers were 
behind the attempt to kill him. He did not elab- 
orate. 

‘About 39 journalists have been murdered in 
the Philippines since democracy was restored in 
1986, making the country one of the most per- 
ilous in the world for members of the media, the 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) said ear- 
lier this month in its annual report. 

No one has been convicted for any of the 
murders. 

In Camalig, Albay, Villanueva, a former vice 
mayor of the town, suffered 11 gunshot wounds 
that severely damaged some of his intemal or- 
gans, including his liver, according to Dr. Tirso de 
los Reyes who conducted the autopsy on the 
broadcaster. 

Media groups led by Kilusan ng mga Brod- 
kaster sa Pilipinas-Albay Chapter, govem- 


ment agencies, nongovernment organiza- 
tions and the public condemned the murder 
of Villanueva. 


Assault on press freedom 

The Albay-Legazpi Press Association (Alpa) 
described the killing as an assault on press free- 
dom and as a dastardly act against a mediaman 
‘whose only fault was to readily give assistance to 
anybody who asked for help. 

“Jun V had touched the lives of many folk, es- 
pecially the needy” Alpa said in a statement. 

Last year, Villanueva reportedly received an 
{invitacion from the 22nd Infantry Battalion 
based in Ligao City asking him to report to its of- 
fice as it was alleged that he was a “supporter of 
the New Peoples Army” 

His colleague in dzGB, Lito Brecia, confirmed 
the existence of the “invitation,” which, he said, 
he had read on the air. Villanueva allegedly i 
nored the invitation. 

Militant organizations asked the police to 
include the military angle in the investiga- 
tion. 

It was through Villanueva's initiative that 
an abducted police officer was released by the 
NPA a couple of years ago. His colleagues and 
family described the initiative as a deed of a 
good public servant. 

Villanueva had served the broadcast industry 
for more than 20 years. His programs Buhay 
mo, Kapakanan mo, Sagot ko, a public servi 
program, and Banguerahan, a semi-entertain- 
ment show—had helped people in need of ser- 
vices and items ranging from medical assistance 
to coffins for their dead. 

Col. Pedrito Magsino, commanding officer of 
the 901st Infantry Brigade (Separate), dismissed 
the possible involvement of soldiers in the 
kiling. s 

In an interview with the Inquinen Magsino 
said he did not know about the “letter” sent by 
the 221B as he was not yet in his present post 
at the time. 

Because of the killing, Rodgie Abril, president 
of the KBP.Albay Chapter, convened all KBP offi 
cials in the city yesterday afternoon to come up 
with measures to ensure the safety of media 
practitioners in Albay. 

In a radio statement aired over d2GB, PNP 
Chief Hermogenes Ebdane instructed Senior 
Supt. Pedro Tango, Albay police chief, to 
speed up the investigation as he condemned 
the series of killings in the province. 


Motorcycles 
‘Tango said his men were investigating the 
killing and gathering information that could 
be used in tracing the suspects. 
he ambush was pattemed after the previous 
illings in Camalig and neighboring towns in 
which suspects used motorcycles as their getaway 
vehicles, according to the Albay police chief. 
Chief Insp. Pio Herrera, Camalig police 
chief, said that based on the accounts of wit- 
nesses the suspects were wearing bonnets. 
Herrera and his men recovered eight empty 
shells of 45 cal. pistol from the crime scene and 
the broken cellular phone of the stain journalist. 
With a report from AFP 


QUALIFIERS FOR PHYSICS TEACHING 
SCHOLARSHIPS NAMED 


Dr. Ester B. Ogena, Director of the Science Education Institute of the Department of Science 
and Technology (DOST-SED) announces the names of the qualifiers for the Physics Teaching 


Scholarships. 


Of the 16,416 examinees who belonged to the upper 5% of their graduating classes and took 
the DOST-SEI Undergraduate Scholarship Examination on January 19, 2003, sixty (60) qualified for 


the Physics Teaching Scholarships. 


Each qualifier will be notified about the scholarship award, The awardees will enroll at the 
Philippine Normal University (PNU), Taft Ave., Manila, and are requested to report together with 
mother or father at PNU for the signing of the Scholarship Agreement. They should bring the following 
requirements: Original and Photocopy of Birth Certificate, Original Certificate of Good Moral 
Character, Original Form 138/Report Card, 4 pcs 1x1 Colored ID Picture, accompanying parent's 2003 
Residence Certificate and notarization fee of P50.00. 

Scholarship privileges include tuition fees per semester, monthly stipend of P3,450.00, book 
allowance of P1,500.00 per semester, allowance for PE and Military Science Uniform during the first 
year only, provision for a round trip transportation expense per year and group accident insurance. 
Below are the names of the Physics Teaching qualifiers at the Philippine Normal University: 


Physics Teaching 


Esguerra, Maelina Thearea A. 
Cabral, Reniel B. 

Del Rey, AmmieGraceP. 
Dimaya, Danica AngelineP. 
Delos Reyes, Lea Ann B. 
Canosa, Jonnell C. 
Cisneros, Ma. Rosanna E. 
Artuza, John Mark V. 
Magdalena, MarionG. 
Labra, Jay Ann M. 
Legarto, Madel C. 
Tamisen, Joie Alfred T. 
Ompoc, Jose Roman 
Pasagul, Eden TroyN. 
Galino, Jeffrey. 

Torres, Karole Joseph M. 
Francisco, Carlos IIE. 
Tundag, Nathaniel G. 
Gutierrez, AngelaC. 
Torio, Von AnthonyB. 
Romano, LutherF. 
Saniel, Suzanne C. 
Jubilan, Mark Timothy W. 
Beltran, JayN 

Acuiia, IreneC. 
Hawang, Arvin A. 
Gelloagan, AprilRoseM. 
Tonito, Mary Grace A. 
Marbas, Ivan Art F. 
Muiiez, Paterno Jr. A. 


Physics and Technology Teaching 


Baniqued, Ma. Gay Ofalene G. 
Lerit, ArginC. 

Magdayao, RensyL. 

Erazo, Joel II P. 

Montecillo, Andrew D. 
Victoria, Marvin S. 
Pimentel, Christopher D. 
Morales, Juliney Ann L. 
Valmores, Jan Darryl M. 
Trio, Patrick Janseen B. 
Foja, John Edward F. 
Lalog, ArbyRoxaneS. 
Alavazo, JonalynC. 
Bacaling, MaricelD. 
Babatuan, leslie Joie E. 
Mempin, CharizzaDominiqueC. 
Miguel, Manuel G. 

Tarucan, RohyaC. 

Del Rosario, Joseph Carl G. 
Rivera, Ross Ann B. 

Del Rosario, Roxane Eliza B. 
Salonga, Robert JeremyM. 
Viernes, Jestoni T. 

Tampos, Caesar NiguitteR. 
Villamin, MariaEmmaC. 
Lindawan, BrentS. 

Buot, Kathleen JoyN. 
Talaban, Daryl D.J. 

Marmol, Erick John H. 
Amante, Ma. VirgieL. 
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night, the oil depot's sued Atienza to stop possible crisis result- 
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would be illegal, un- facility. They also down of the Panda- 
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Shell and Petron to nance as void, saying ensure normal fuel 
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wsmureorreomca Nabbed in Malabon 
conn OON | A P10,000 reward led to the arrest of cousins 
7 Electronics Technician Course Gilbert Gabriel, 39, and Eric Gabriel, 21, two sus- 


+ General Radio Communicators pected members of a car theft gang during an en- 
Seiten trapment operation in Malabon City last Monday, 
GRADUATE SCHOOL said District Police Intelligence Unit Chief Insp. 
" i Sesness omesuaien — Sotero Ramos Jr. of the Northern Police District. 
Doct: of Education 0) Police said Emily Arnaiz, 48, sought police assis- 
Masis n BesnessAdminsaton — tance regarding the theft of her tricycle. When a 


[7] 
«EN conto Managemen? P10,000 reward was offered for information on 


4 5 5 T the stolen vehicle, Eric Gabriel approached the 
Ang information technology ay para sa iahat, e flea clArsinesicatn AES) victim and offered his help in exchange for the re- 


mag-aaral man ng computer sciences o hindi. Lae a An atipa! Ward. Buta background check on Eric showed 


oy that he had a criminal record, including theft, and 

Kaya naman lahat ng estudyante ng UE ay lfisenimmyedmoma a pending arrest warrant withthe Malabon City 

ikinabang sa edukasyong pinagaling n Seance MLS) Metropolitan trial court. An entrapment operation 

Jue s E ene Pred g ng CALOOCAN Jed to the arrest of Eric who led police to the 

teknolohiya. ve gang's safe house in Plaridel, Bulacan, and the re- 
(COLLEGE OF PUEDES wery of the stolen tricycle. Anne Luisa Villarico 

Smart iD System. ADIMNISTRATION m 
* Smart ID system para sa seomesesery |. sestusese^cess| Killedin Tondo 
secured entry sa gate, ESN 


li " f eie aa ROOKIE policeman Harold Polistico, 30, of the 
online research, library arenreton BSBA) 


Majors: Baniung and Finance, PNP-National Capital Region's Special Action 

access at iba pa Into Kiosks Unit, was accused of shooting to death former 

ie ts suson | Seaman Netor C. Brazi sr 4 during duel in 
(T i s peer COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES ; Tondo, Manila, last Monday. Police said the sus- 

pee asks Rete Sea ae , thoes samo)  .. È poct had shot iha seaman altar the latier de 
access ng student records Haor Comuneros Ered the windows of his mother's house In 
ix E^ + Bachelor of Science n ‘Tondo. But Polistico surrendered to police after 
Wireless connection para d Cavil Engineering the shooting, according to Detective Edison 


ilitii ; + Recker tni Quei Bertoldo, of the Wetern Police District-homicide 
mo across ong UE moes 9s . Elsa oscena in Societ Section. Brazil died from two gunshot wounds in 
sa pamamagitan ng Internet wr Advanced 


Engnecang | the chest at a hospital, police said. Philip Tubeza 
loob o labas ng Campus =; Compta Simo oi Somoemeeaones — ; 
Sf les. & Communicahons Engineering 
g p wit Ly. LI homos | Aca Sas Tagged in San Juan 
kee IRSE 


A jef 
Computer laboratories, rac EABEHN Polea DINA Oto di ecit CH 


reed ‘Supt. Rolando Sacramento yesterday identified a 
Internet at multimedia rooms US nas City Canlas as one of the suspects in the 
*» / Apri recent robbery of the Kamameshi Restaurantin , 
na mmeieking tulong sa 2 SESSA a. Gren, San Juan, The viote had ploked out 
pag-aaral - > f ? Pare Canlas’ picture from the police rogues gallery, 

: MAYMGASCHOLARSHIPSAT| police said. Canlas and four other suspects had 
li ing ito sa mga 4 | GRANTSNAMAKUKUHA. been arrested and charged for robbing customers 
jan ue du ikii E bagay wong - of Mann Hahn Restaurant and the Port Area Grille. 
paano ka makikinabang sa i PABASA SCHEDULE NGENTAANCE | {n San Juan fast year, police said. But Canlas and 
teknolohiya, kung bakit P KAILANGANG DOKUMENTO O the other suspects had been released on bail. po- 


5 " 1 KARAGDAGANG KAALAMAN, lice added. Nelson Forte Flores 
maipagkakatiwala mo ang iyong TOMANAG LANG SA 


kinabukasan sa UE. veummtasérissonsonce — Charged in Cainta 


asarana, | GOVERNMENT lawyers have tiled criminal 
Modern Library UE CALOOCAN Admissions Omics — charges against four suspected members of a 
Qaem i ponhs and perdais va AN robbery syndicate operating in Rizal province and 


Be Oni Peieteses Opaka | eatadinseainaseoeess | eastern Metro Manil. Charged before the Munic- 
eee ipal Trial Court of Catnta with illegal possession of 


m A IPARTAITONGADPARA  —— firearms were brothers Michael and Romeo Sicat, 
Ang Unibersidad ng lyong Kinabukasan MAKATANGGAP NG Jesus Vilaran Sr., ali of Cainta, and Antonio 


* a LIBRENG REGALO Reyes, of Binangonan. The Sicat brothers and 
IVERSITY OF THE AST wasesrssrurtTererire Thar companions had been nad 1o th two y. 
eut serene, attempts on formar Marikina City Councilor Son- 


PHILIPPINES ‘000namagecnettamang" ny Parsons. 
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Aubrey e exhibit pulled out 


Photos too 'sexy, suggestive,' says MTRCB 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


— (d 


“In one photo, (Miles) 
was with three topless 
males in very seductive 
poses,” the MTRCB chief 
said. 


mall from the trouble arising from the show- 
ing of the exhibit. 

She said she only wanted to help the artist 
by providing a venue for the exhibit, 

Laguardia said that she went to the SM. 
Megamall on Monday night with MTRCB 
board members Zosimo Alegre and Lucy 
Orense to personally check the exhibit after 
receiving three phone calls from conterned 
citizens who complained about the pic- 
tures. 

"When we got there, we were appalled to 
see a toddler looking at the pictures,” La- 
guardia said. 

The MTRCB chief then called on to all 
movie producers to act responsibly. 

“T hope that this kind of exhibit would not 
be mounted again ina place that is very acces- 
sible to minors like a mall" she said. 


THE MOVIE and Television 
Review and Classification 
Board yesterday ordered 
the puilout of a steamy 
photo exhibit featuring 
Aubrey Miles and the rest 
of the cast of Regal Enter- 
tainment’s movie “Xerex. 
Describing the photos 
shown as "too sexy and 
suggestive," MTRCB chief 
Conzoliza Laguardia said 
she found the photos of 
Miles, Jake Roxas, Jon Hall 
and Kalani Ferreria not fit 
to be displayed in a public 
place like the SM Mega- 
mall in Mandaluyong City. 
The photos should have sec 
been mounted in a more MILES, with actor Jon Hall 


private venue, like an art another controversial exhi 
gallery, Laguardia said, Photo. 

The photo exhibit, dubbed “Xperience,” 
was set up at Cinemas 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of SM 
Megamall. 

The gallery featured 100 black and white 
photographs shot by lensman Xander Ange- 
les, 

Laguardia said that she found one photo of 
Miles as suggestive of masturbation, and an- 
other where the cast simulated four-way sex. 


Laguardia also described 
as “offending,” two topless 
photos of Miles “holding 
her breasts.” 

“Ie’s not an art exhibit, 
but just an excuse to pro- 
mote the movie,” she said. 
"Xerex" starts its regular 
theater run today. 

Regal matriarch Lily 
Monteverde, producer of 
the movie, said she sees 
nothing offensive about the 
pictures. 

"The exhibitis a form of 
art and is made by a no- 
table young artis” Mon- 
teverde told the INQUIRER. 

"Government agencies 
like the MTRCB should know better than to 
take life out of a dying movie industry" Mon- 
teverde added. 

But she agreed to pull out the exhibit, say- 
ing that she thought it was not wise to argue 
with the MTRCB officials, “since they would 
pull out the pictures anyway.” 

Monteverde also added that the reason she 


agreed to the pullout was to spare SM Mega- 
Petition 


En Bilibid braces for SARS; Manila 


torunanew readies quarantine measure 
dismissed 


By Agnes Donato 
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ACTRESS. Aubrey Miles. strikes a pose in one of the pictures in the 227-2222 
exhibit that has the MTRCB crying foul. 
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fronts, Ocampo yesterday told 
the INQUIRER. 


Quarantine in Manila 

In Manila, the city council 
may beat Congress in upgrad- 
ing quarantine laws in the 
country to stem the spread of 
SARS. 

City lawmakers are expected 
to approve today an ordinance 
prescribing a mandatory 10-day 
quarantine period for persons 
suspected to have SARS. 

The ordinance, which was 
proposed by Mayor Lito Atien- 
za and introduced by the ma- 
Jority councilors, revises the 
outdated quarantine provi 
sions of the city's revised char- 
ter 

Any person who refused to 
undergo quarantine would be 
jailed six months, or fined 
P6,000, or suffer both penal- 
ties ifthe courts so decide. 

‘Under the proposal, all sus- 
pected SARS victims will be 
quarantined in an “appropriate 
and suitable place” at the Ospi- 
tal ng Maynila in Malate. 


The OsMa director is instruct- 
ed to take into consideration the 
health and welfare of medical 
‘workers and patients in setting 
up the quarantine area. 

The council also tackled an- 
other ordinance allowing the 
mayor to use the city's calamity 
fund “to institute immediate 
and serious remedial and 
‘emergency measures" to moni- 
tor and address problems 
brought about the SARS 
threat 


Plea for honesty 

Metro Manila Development 
Authority Chair Bayani Fer- 
nando yesterday appealed for 
honesty in the battle to prevent 
the spread of SARS in the 
metropolis. 

Speaking before health and 
local government officials dur- 
ing a conference at the MMDA 
yesterday, Fernando said that it 
is important to be transparent 
about the presence of possible 
SARS victims in a local area so 
that the necessary measures can 
be taken to ensure that no other 


person would be infected. 

He cited as example the case 
of China, where authorities 
tried to hide the spread of the 
SARS virus but failed in their 
attempt after the virus began 
killing off hundreds of people. 

At the same time, some 
health officials also asked Fer- 
nando to help dispel residents’ 
anxieties over SARS, which 
have caused some people to go 
into panic-buying. 

In recent weeks, they said a 
mad rush to acquire surgical 
and protective masks pushed 
the ‘prices of the items 
up—more than double their 
original costs. 

Fernando yesterday also 
suggested that a SARS hotline 
be set up in Metro Manila so 
that cases can be reported im- 
mediately. 

DOH officials also informed 
local health officials that when 
transporting SARS patients, it 
‘would be better if only health 
workers would accompany the 
patient. With areport from 
Jamie Alarcon 


Insincere, cops’ group says of Lacson ad 


CITING lack of merit, a Quezon 
City judge has dismissed a petition. 
filed by an ally of former President 
Fidel Ramos asking the court to 
decide whether or not former 
presidents could run for office. 

In a two-page order, Judge Es- 
trella Estrada agreed with the Of- 
fice of the Solicitor General that 
the petition filed by lawyer and 
former Kalinga Apayao governor 
Amado Almazan stated “no cause 
of action,” 

Almazan had asked the court to 
give the “true and correct meaning 
or interpretation of Article VII, Sec- 
tion 4, Second and Third Sen- 
tences” of the Constitution. 

‘That provision reads: “The Pres- 
ident shall not be eligible for any 
reelection. No person who has suc- 
ceeded as President and has served 
as such for more than four years 
shall be qualified for election to the 
same office at any time.” 

He had said that the court should 
clarify whether a person who had 
served as President and who did not 
run for the same position immedi- 
ately after the end of his/her term 
would be qualified to run again af- 
ter one or two six-year terms. 


STILL reeling from the threat 
of tuberculosis, New Bilibid 
Prisons officials are now brac- 
ing themselves for a possible 
bout with the equally deadly 
SARS (Severe Acute Respirato- 
ry Syndrome). 

NBP officials have begun im- 
plementing stringent mea- 
sures to keep the deadly flu- 
like disease from slipping in its 
compound in Muntinlupa City 
and infecting around 17,000 
inmates there. 

The NBP cannot afford to 
handle another serious disease 
because it stil has at least 275 
inmates afflicted with TB, ac- 
cording to Dr. Zoraida Ocam- 
po, medical coordinator of the 
Bureau of Corrections. 

The Department of Health 
had earlier reported that there. 
were at least 1,000 prisoners 
with tuberculosis at the NBP 

We're preparing for the pos- 
sibility of fighting a war on two 
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In her order, Judge Estrada 
maintained that Almazan's peti- 
tion lacked merit. 

“A perusal of the allegations in 
the petition will readily show that 
it lacks the essential requisites to 
warrant the grant of declaratory 
relief by this Court," Estrada said. 

The judge also noted that Al- 
mazan, despite being a taxpayer 
and registered voter, did not have 
the authority to file such a peti- 
tion. She explained that the pro- 
vision did not apply to Almazan, 
as he was neither a former Presi 
dent or a Vice President who had 
succeeded as President. 


By Philip Tubeza 


IMMODEST and insincere. 

This was how the Manila's Finest 
Brotherhood Association Inc., described 
the recent advertisements of former na- 
tional police chief and now presidential 
aspirant Panfilo Lacson. 

The group debunked the advertise- 
ment’s claims that Lacson “had eradicat- 
ed the ‘kotong’ cops, kidnap-for-ransom, 
and ‘carnapping’ gangs during his incum- 
bency as (national police) chief, by sheer 
guts, dedication to duty, and exceptional 
leadership qualities.” 

"The brotherhood takes exception to the 
sweeping claims of the ads,” said the MBFAI 


ina statement signed by its officers. 

“The apprehensions and neutralization 
of the people involved in these crimes 
during (Lacson's) incumbency as PNP 
chief are the results of the joint efforts of 
different PNP units and other law en- 
forcement agencies,” the group said. 
“Bluntly stated, it is immodest for (Lac- 
son) to claim sole credit for whatever 
transpired during his incumbency.” 

The MBFAI is made up mostly of the 
policemen serving in the Western Police 
District. 

“Ik is claimed by the ads that these 
crimes ... are taking place again,” the 
group said. "The conclusion is put across 
that they are the major source of the 


country’s economic woes.” 

(But) the truth of the matter is that 
these crimes were not totally eradicated 
during his incumbency as PNP chief.” 

The group also noted that some of Lac- 
son's subordinates have been charged for 
the Kuratong Baleleng case and the ab- 
duction and murder of PR practitioner 
Bubby Dacer and his driver. 

“The Senator's program, with respect to 
the PNR centered exclusively on discipline, 
militaristic at that... it should have been 
muld-dimensional,” the MBFAI said. 

“The political advertisements are at 
best, shallow, myopic, and insincere. As it 
is, tis apolitical advertisement and noth- 
ing more.” 


Soriquez vows to carry on BF's public works projects | / 


By Blanche Rivera 
and Leila Salaverria 


BAYANI Fernando may have given up 
the public works portfolio, but the man 
who replaced him, Florante Soriquez, 
has vowed to carry on with the projects 
that Fernando started, 

"We both want to get things done," 
said Soriquez, the acting publie works 
secretary. 

Soriquez yesterday assured anxious 
officials of the Metropolitan Manila De- 
velopment Authority that Fernando's de- 
cision to give up his post in the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways 
‘would not change the pace of projects. 

His first order of business, in fact, 
was to order an inventory of ongoing 


projects and check whether they were 
moving according to schedule. 

Soriquez said that he wanted to fast- 
track the projects during his short stint 
as DPWH chief. 

“I have no plans of derailing MMDA 
projects,” Soriquez said in an interview 
yesterday, "I do not want to hamper 
them, unless of course there are prob- 
lems with the papers.” 

"Twould not want to get in trouble with 
the Ombudsman,” he added, laughing. 

Meanwhile, Fernando has received 
extended powers from the President 
over projects concerning the National 
Capital Region. 

The MMDA chair yesterday said that 
the President has given "verbal instruc- 
tions” that the NCR would be under his 


“functional supervision.” 

“This is basically an expansion of my 
job as RDC (Regional Development Coun- 
i) chair" he said of his new powers. 

Under the concept of functional su- 
pervision, Fernando said he would be 
controlling the deployment of funds for 
the projects, and would have a hand in 
the management of all major develop- 
ment ventures in the NCR. All large- 
scale projects would be subject to his 
approval. 

He said that by controlling the mon- 
ey, he could virtually control the whole 
project as well. 

He said that all NCR regional direc- 
tors of government agencies are under 
him, and their projects must have the 
approval of the RDC before they can be 


implemented. 

‘As MMDA Chair, Fernando is auto- 
matically the head of the RDC, which is 
already the most powerful agency in 
Metro Manila. 

Fernando yesterday also vowed to 
keep the harmonious coordination be- 
tween the DPWH and the MMDA. 

Fernando used to head both agen- 
cies, until Malacafiang announced on 
Sunday that he has given up the DPWH 
and would be replaced by Soriquez, 

Soriquez, 60, was sworn into office 
as acting DPWH secretary on Monday. 

His appointment has since been op- 
posed by legislators, who cited the graft 
charges pending against the new DP- 
WH chief over the megadike project in 
Pampanga. 
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Shabu use costs Torion P2.2M 


GAMES TODAY (Makati Coliseum) 
5:00 p.m.— Talk N Toxt vs Alaska 
7:30 p.m—Coca-Cola vs Shell 


the rest ofthe season. Torion, 28, was found to have used shabu kids, ages 1 “to eight years old. 

Red Bull manager Tony Chua yesterday after a random drug testing conducted by the _ Torion, who narrowly escaped death after 
said they have no choice but withhold Tori- PBA during their game last Palm Sunday. figuring in a car mishap just before the 2000 
ons P250,000 a month — He readily admitted that PBA season began, said he is still paying for the 
salary until such time the SEN-Loren Legarda yesterday chal- he used the banned sub- house and lot he acquired in Antipolo last year. 
i PBA decides to exonerate 'nged the PBA to quickly adopt tougher stance during a wild party — "That's my biggest problem," said Torion, 
THE SEASON-LONG ban on Jimwell him, which would be after measures in order to “olay discourao®" in Cebu weeks before referring to P84,000 monthly amortization 
Torion also means the Batang Red December at the earliest. drug sein the league. We must sess «Tim willing to accept all for the property. "And I still have to find ways 
Bull star cannot be presentin anyPBA A contrite Torion appeared cda breed inal RS responsibility for whatever tosupportmy kids schooling." 
game for the rest of the year. yesterday at the PSA Forum essa aa otoa ol ie Otere Drug- Punishment they will im-  BatangRed Bull management said it had to 

But other than the scom imposed by the PBA at the Holiday Inn to ask for won Foundation Inc. pose on me,” he said. do what was proper. 
on the Cebuano cage sensation, who tested posi- forgiveness from basketball ee Hesaid he was appealing “He's an integral part of the team and a 
tive for shabu use, Torion will be paying a stiff fans. for understanding from the public. very obedient player but we want to teach 
price for the offense: P2.25 million to be exact. He also vowed to help educate people The hyper.actve player said the incident made 

‘This will be the total cost of his salary for about the dangers of using drugs. him ponder his future and that of his wife and four SHABU/AB TORION 
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Welcoat edges 
John-0, 58-54 
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WELCORT Paint, riding on the dominating show 
of Jean Mare Pingris, silenced John-O in the final 
four minutes to tally a 58-54 victory yesterday and 
stay on track for an automatic semifinals slot in 
the Sunkis-PBL 2003 Unity Cup at the Pasig 
Sports Center 

Though nursing a sight fiu, the 6foot-6 Pingris 
notched a double-double with 19 points and a 
conference-high 20 rebounds, leading the Paint Plus, there are also 

* Masters to their fourth win in nine starts. k A Nokia 2100 

John-0 fell 06-3, but is almost sure of join- s : ‘ atl : " 
ing idle Hapee Toothpaste (7-2) into the pre- i 5 SW. Joerg Giobe Prepaid pronos 
Py Lire 4 v to be won! 
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TOUR PILIPINAS SHAKE-UP 


Davadilla wins again; Ramos grabs lead 


By June Navarro expect to break away that easy Placido Valdez of Drugbusters 
from the lead pack,” said Davadil- moved up from fourth overall to 
LUCENA CITY (via la, an auto mechanic graduate 


n Mx second while Barnachea, who 
PLDT)—Warren Davadilla, fom Malabon, in Tagalog after Pias uh Mog aa Sad held on to second place in the last 


i finishing the race two minutes aga Saeg xe two laps, plummeted to 15th. 
the last champion of the -4,4 25 seconds ahead of Intel { a "The Pagcor Sports duo of Lloyd 
previous Tour before itfold- 24 25 seconds dead ` $ é Re d RS lig di 
d up in 1998, struck anew opu $ Tap we “ý leynante and Rhyan Taguilig al- 
e e A onih ,Manapol and Frederick Feli- S SS so climbed to fourth and fifth af- 
by winning the fourth stage ciano of the Drugbusters crossed à deca = ter landing eighth and ninth in 
yesterday that saw a shake- the finish line second and third, ps E ae NE tS {the third stage. k 
up in the overall race of the respectively, with an identical Pasco Sporty remisi at 
Tour Pilipinas 2003 here. time of five hours, six minutes fourth in the team standings 
Duplicating his triumph in the and 13 seconds. € while Patrol 117 and Ecosavers 
third stage, Davadilla finished the —— Davadilla broke loose while as- improved to second and third, re- 
207-kilometer stage in five hours, cending the slopes of Atimonan, spectively. 
three minutes and 48 seconds as known as the “Tatlong Eme," Tanduay and Bowling Gold 
he jumped to 3rd from 16th place leaving behind a slew of riders plummeted to seventh and eighth 
overall. that included Manapol, Feliciano, after leading the Tour presented by 
Merculio Ramos became the Carlo Jazul, Lito Atilano, Enrique Air 21 and sponsored by Philtran- 
new overall leader after checking Domingo and Arnold Marcelo. 7 co, Look-Vittoria, Longines, Accel, 
in eighth and posting an accumu- The exploits of Davadilla and 2 x Lipovitan, Selle Italia, FedEx and 
lated time of 14 hours, 5 minutes Manapol catapulted Intel from Mail & More, for three days. 
and 46 seconds . eighth to the top of the team DAVADILLA pedals his way through “Bitukang Manok” in Atimonan, Quezon en route to solo victory in Gilbeys Island Punch, Drug- 
“This is what I've been waiting standings, thereby dislodging the4thlap. vatHanouvon busters, Postmen and PLDTNDD 
for When I saw Arnel (Quirimit) early leaders Tanduay Distillers continue to struggle as they occupy 
and Santy (Bamachea) looking and Bowling Gold in the race for Ramos of Samsung after punctur- changed the tire. When got back race. the lower'rung of the standings. 
after each other ] made my the Pl-million champion team's ing his front tire in the town of in the race, the lead pack wasal- “But it's okay Tm not really Ramos will don the yellow jersey 
Dove” seid Ramos, the pede of P: Talisay, just two kilometers from ready gone,"said Quirimit, who bothered about losing the yellow today from this city up to Tagaytay 
Batang-bata, Tarlac City. Tandusys Amel Quirimit, the thestar fell to sixth overall, five minutes jersey I'm still in contention any- City, approximately 175 kilometers 
“| just maintained my pace overall leader prior to the race, “I waited for almost 20 min- and 13 seconds behind Ramos, way,” added the Army man from of well paved roads with a couple of 
even inthe mountains but didn't relinquished the yellow jersey to utes before our team mechanic after winding up 21st in today’s  Pozzorubio, Pangasinan. uphill tums near the finish. 
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Wolen Juan 


wraps it up What Drives You 
with a 64 g 


By Jong Arcano 


TWO WEEKS ago, Wolen Juan Superal 
missed setting a record of three con- 
secutive sub-par rounds by a mere 
stroke after a bogey on the last hole. 

‘This week, Superal is on his way to several 
scoring marks with his mind-boggling eight-un- 
der-par 64 effort yesterday believed to be one of 
the lowest ever set by a player in his age-group 
as he got victory No. 5 in the Samsung Jungolf 
‘Tourn the bag with still one round to go. 

"That 64 from the special tees was so far the 
lowest score in the hot summer, a stroke better 
than the 65 the 10-year-old Superal himself set in 
the first round at the Player course of the Orchard 
Golf and Country Club in Dasmarifias, Cavite. 

"Wolen's second round scorecard showed an 
eagle on the fourth, eight birdies against only 
two bogeys-a round that sent him skyrocketing 
ahead by 24 over James Christian Ricohermoso 
in Class D, a division for players 9-10 years old. 
His 15-under aggregate of 129 should also 
make it to the books as the best ever. 

"The Superals are in for a double celebra- 
tion after Wolen’s elder sister Crystal Faith Su- 
peral put herself on the brink of victory with a 
16-stroke lead over Cyna Marie Rodriguez in 
girls Class C. Crystal, rebounding from her , 
disqualification in the Junior World qualifier 
lost week, scored a 77 for 162. 


Pagcor should 
lead war 
against SARS 


ONE govern- 

mentagency that CLEAN 

could very well 

play an impor- 

tant role in the 

all-out — war 

against the 

dreaded SARS is 

the Philippine 

Amusement and 

Gaming Corp, 

which runs the 

profitable casino 

operations 

across the coun- J, 

try. Being awash 

with cash, Pagcor 

should lead the campaign to contain the 
fu-like disease which has-as of yester- 
day-killed 321 people and infected 
more than 28 countries. 

Aside from embarking on a massive in- 
formation campaign and providing finan- 
al assistance to various agencies con- 
cemed, Pagcor should also conduct the 
health screening of casino patrons and pro- 
vide them with protective masks because 
several casino players are foreigners, in- 
cluding nationals from China, the country 
most affected by the killer disease. While it = ` : 
could be costly to provide casino players 
with these masks, it is still one solution to Getting to work on time 
stop the spread of SARS and prevent fur- 
ther oss of lives. No amount of money is Who hasn't overslept? But it won't 
too much to forestall che outbreak of this 
contagious and deadly disease. ii 7 

es s eer pud San Miguel Corp. change that 8'a.m. meeting. That's 
of boss Danding Cojuangco has launched 
a comprehensive anti-SARS campaign by why Vortex High Performance Fuel 
issuing surgical masks to its employees 
and guests. It has also set up quarters for 
the mandatory 10-day quarantine for 
people coming from SARS-affected coun- 
tries. The same measures are being im- need to put your foot down. 
plemented by its sister companies, Pure- 
foods, Coca-Cola and Ginebra. On the 
other hand, Donald Dee, corporate secre- 
tary of the Philippine Chamber of Com- N 
merce and Industry, said PCCI members i 
have also embarked on massive ant I What Drives You R CALTEX 
SARS campaign for the protection of 5 
their employees and visitors. 


gives you extra pick up when you 
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Just call 632-2337 two days. your | 
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EASTERN CONFERENCE B 


(1) Detroit vs. (8) Orlando i 
^. Magic, Pistons | at E 
Game I: Orlando 99, Detroit 94 


Gamo 5 at Detroit (May 1) 


meaane 


(2) New Jersey vs (7) Milwaukee 
ud Nets 2, Bucks2 
low Jersey 109, Milwaukee 96 


Game 


Game 3: New Jersey 103, Milwaukee 101 
Game 4 Milwaukee 119, New Jersey 114 
‘Game 5 at New ersey (April 30) 


(3) Indiana vs (6) Boston 
Pacers 1, Celtics 3 
Game I: Boston 103, Indiana 100 
Game 2: Indiana 89, Boston 77 
Game 3: Boston 101, Indiana 83 
Game 4: Boston 102, Indiana 92 
Game 5 at Indiana (April 30) 


(4) Philadelphia vs (5) N. Orleans 
Sixers3, Hornets |, 
Game I: Philadelphia 98, New Orleans 90 
Game 2: Philadelphia 90, New Orleans 85 
Game 3: New Orleans 95, Philadelphia 85 
Game 4: Philadelphia 96, New Orleans 87 
‘Game 5 at Philadelphia (May 1) 


Spurs 2, Suns 2 £ 
Game | Phoenix 96, San Antonio 95 (OT) 


Game 3: San Antonio 99, Phoenix 86 
Game 4: Phoenix 86, San Antonio 84 
‘Game 5 at San Antonio (April 30) 


. (2) Sacramento vs (7) Utah 
Kings 3, Jazz | * 
Game 1: Sacramento 96, Utah 90 
Game 2: Sacramento 108, Utah 95 
Game 3 Utah 107, Sacramento 104 
icramento 99, Utah 82 
Game 5 at Sacramento (May 1) 
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. 7Gers take sting 
out of Hornets 


Kings frustrate Jazz for 3-1 lead 


NEW ORLEANS—Even a sub-par per- 
formance by 2001 MVP Allen Iverson 
could not derail the Philadelphia 
76ers, who cruised 96-87 over the 
New Orleans Hornets as the NBA play- 
offs continued on Monday. 
The 76ers now lead the Eastern Confer- 
ence first-round series 3-1 and can wrap it 
up on Wednesday with a win in Philadel- 
phia. 
verson notched a mere 22 points on 
9-0f-28 shooting, his lowest output of 
the series. 
EO However, five 
X X other Sixers fin- 
i5 Me ‘ished in dou- 
ian ble figures, 
as Iver- 
son duly 
noted. 
“Thad 
trouble 
all night,” 


ted. 

Bx ^ could never 

XA catch a rhythm. 

But my teammates 

picked me up." Eric 

Snow added 17 points, 

including a key jumper 

after the Hornets closed to within a 
point in the late going. 

Keith Van Horn scored 13 more, 

with Kenny Thomas, Derrick Cole- 


man and Aaron McKie all getting 11 
apiece. 

Baron Davis had 34 points in a losing 
cause. 


THE NEW Jersey Nets and Milwaukee Bucks 
clash today in the pivotal Game Five of thelr first 
round NBA Playoffs series tive at 7 a.m. on So- 
lar Sports. Replay is at 8 p.m. Their best-of- 
‘seven serlos is tled at 


In Salt Lake City, a 36-18 third quarter 
proved decisive as the Sacramento Kings ral- 
lied to defeat the Utah Jazz 99-82 in Western 
Conference action. 

‘The Kings now hold a 3-1 lead in the first- 
round series, with Game Five in Sacramento 
on Wednesday. 

Sacramento fell eight points behind in the 
opening quarter but closed the gap to four by 
halftime. 

“We just got down early" Sacramento's 
Chris Webber said after finishing with 26 
points and 11 rebounds. 

“But we stuck with it. You have to stay 
the course.” Peja Stojakovic went one bet- 
ter with 27 points, 15 of them in the third 
quarter. 

“We were aggressive in the second half,” 
Stojakovic said. 

Veteran Karl Malone paced the Jazz 
with 24 points, with Matt Harpring adding 
18. 

Malone was given a brief standing ovation 
when he left late in the game, possibly his last 
in Salt Lake. Reuters 


quse Q) Dallas vs (6) Portland > 
Mavs3, Blazers | 
alas 96, Portland 86 
Dalias 103, Portland 99 
Dallas 115, Portland 103 
'ortland 98, Dalias 79 
‘Game 5 at Dallas (May 1) 


-4) Minnesota vs, (5) LA Lakers- 
‘Wolves 2, Lakers 2 1 


SAN 
the Year 
Minnesota 114, LA Lakers 110 


Game 4: LA Lakers 102, Minnesota 97 
‘Game Sat LA (April 30) 


Popovich won the NBA Coach of 


leading the San Antonio Spurs to 
the league's best record. 
Popovich, 
coach to win the award, received 
40 out of a possible 121 first- 
place votes from a panel of 
sports writers and broadcasters. 


ANTONIO—Gregg Golden State Warriors coach 
Eric Musselman was second with 
26 first-place votes, and Utah Jazz 
coach Jerry Sloan was third (18). 

Popovich, San Antonio's 
coach since December 1996, led 
the Spurs to their third straight 
Midwest Division title and a 60- 
22record. 

San Antonio once trailed Dallas 


award on Monday for 


the first Spurs 


Popovich named NBA coach of the year 


by 8 1/2 games in the division, 
but the Spurs went 41-9, begin- 
ning Jan. 1, to pass the Mavericks 
in the final week of the season. 
Popovich has a regular-season 
record of 339-185, giving him the 
most wins of any San Antonio 
coach, and he has a 647 winning 
percentage over seven seasons. 
He is 35-26 in the playoffs. 


50 games in 


San Antonio is tied with Phoenix 

in the opening round, best-of- 

seven series, 

Tuesday night in San Antonio. 
The Spurs have won at least 


seasons. In the strike-shortened 
1998-99 season, San Antonio 
was 39-13 and went on to win its 
first NBA championship 


with Game 5 on 


five of the past six 


AP POPOVICH 


TRU REGERE 


fiam and Move Mania area 


Bt expose vary on any part uc er nouso (e oua, ts 
Butside wal, et) Then wee his! her name, address, el ro and alic 
signature onthe tall sub at he back of ne sicker. enclose in a whe 
| lago szo envelope and mal 10" STICK ON CRAZE! WIN A CASH! co 
| Ad Options "Sir Dona ‘Guadalupe Biüg. 7482 Bagikan SL. San 
3] | Atono apo, Matat Cay or pst drop he ralho abl at designated 
| sropboxes tocaied noar ne display rack at any Daringlon outet 
| 2: There vit bes (8) Many cows o be heid every last Friday of tna 
mionn staring May 20, 2008 to October 31. 2003. The drawing ol 
Which is tough ambicio to be heid at Ad Options at 200 PM 19 be. 
Supervised by a duly-auinorized DTI representativa, win 
Fepreseniaves from Oarigion and Ad Options as we 


4, The monthly winners wil be publshed on 
Mania Bulet and Peogles Joumal. Winners wa 
regetered mal. 

5. Thara wil be twenty (20) winners of P1,000 In each Monthly draw. 


6. A customer can only win once per draw. 


Daly Inquirer. 
‘oii ugh | 


T. Nonwulaning entries wil bo included in all succeeding draws, 


last Thurs 
100 pm quait 
ved beyond tis deadline wit be Included. 
‘nthe succeeding draws 


8. Only entries recelved unti av 
rom Hay 28-0c $0, 2009, at 


‘deen THER 


DARLINGTON 


ET 
a 
P sae 


of the month] 
for the draw. 


b. The other ha. 

c, P300.00 worth of Dartington socks and stockings (accumulated 
or single receipt dated within the promo period, March 15- 
October 30, 2003) 

4. Tho uniu picture where the sticker is fied, 

©. Copy ofthe registered mal. 


Redemption of prizes for Metro Manila winners wal be at Ad Options, 
IF Doña Guadalupe Bldg. 7452 Bagikan SL, San Antonio Vilage, 
Makat Cay. Redemption of prizes for Provincial winners wi bo 
through bank arrangement or through courir 


40. Prizes not claimed within sity (80) days om roceipt of noticaton 
shall be fofozod in favor of Daringion wih pror OT -approval 


i. Employees of Darlington, Hs ad agency. promo persons, 
merchandisers and the relatives up to second degree of 
consanguinity or afinity aro squatted from joining tno promo. 


^2. Promo perod is from March 15, 2003 to October 30, 2009. 


Per CR Peek Ne 0251 Saten at 2009 


RACING 
Tips 


ATSANLAZARO 
PARK BY MR. 999 


Race 1—1. Aprey 
Special 2. Madam 
Aida 

Race 2-1. Vhingget 
2. Heavy Metal 3. 
Ray Moon 

Race 3-1. Favorite 
Giri 2. Praetorian 

Race 4-1. Hingis 
2 Portal Dancer 3. 
Voltes May 

Race 5—1. Absolute 
Charmer/Price- 
less Gem 2. Cryp- 
torose 

Race 6-1. Imperial 
‘Act 2. Miss Mon- 
roe 3. Gentle- 
man's Lady 

Race 7-1. Midnight 
Special 2. Quedan 
3. Astimegoesby 
4. llocos Queen 

Race 8--1. D'Barrister. 
2. La Española 3. 
Cristel Jay 4. Dali- 
dali 


ROY Vence 
program of this years 


Milo national open 
track and field cham- 
pionships kicks off to- 
morrow. 

The duo, who will 
defend their titles in 
the SEA Games in De- 
cember, are expected 
to flex their muscles in 
their favorite events 
along with more than 
1,000 other local and 
foreign participants in 
the meer. 


justa few months left.” 


SportsTV 


‘Compiled by L. 
Manguiat 


BASKETBALL: NBA 
Playoffs - Celtics 
vs Pacers, Game 5, 
730 am. (r - 8 
pm) Solar 
Sports 

BOWLING: Aviva Asian 
Bowling Tour, 3:30 
p.m. (r), ESPN 

GYMNASTICS: 
Gymnastics, 
p.m. (r), ESPN 

SOCCER: — Western 
Union World Foot- 
ball, 10:30 am. (r), 
ESPN 

POOL: World Pool Mas- 
ters 2002 Finals, 6 
p.m. (r), ESPN 

World Pool League 
2002 Finals, 7 p.m. 
(n) ESPN 

Schedules subject to 
‘change without pri- 
or notice, 


coach, Mario Castro, 
would again train 
42.125km event. 


Manila to compet 
al Open after tra 


Tanauan 


SEC 
430 


From page A25 
him a lesson and let it 


said. 
PBA commissioner 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


and Christabel 
Martes, elated over the news that 
the marathon had restored in the. 


Asian Games in Vietnam, are all 
set to show their wares when the 


“It gave us a new hope,” said 
the 36-year-old Vence, also a 
champion of the prestigious Milo 
and PAL marathons. “We will try 
to catch up with the training with 


After Vietnam decided to scrap 
the men's and women's marathon 
events, Vence and Martes were 
forced to train for the shorter 
10,000-meter run. But national 


The two have just arrived in 
in the Nation- 
g for months 


SAN PABLO CITY-Tenauan scored 
an 87 come-from behind victory 
over Makati yesterday to retain the. 
championship of the Big League 
16-18 boys’ baseball division at the 
San Nicolas grounds here. 


Shabu use costs Torion 


warning to other players,” Chua 


earlier said the case will be dis- 
cussed after the season is over, 
which means Torion is out of the 


Marathon inclusion 
elates Vence, Martes 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


in the Philippine Sports Commis- 
sion facilities in Teachers’ Camp 
in Baguio City. 

Vence and Martes had been 
hoping that Vietnam would re- 
consider its decision to exclude 
the event because of the lack of 
facilities and know-how. 

The Philippines 
had since lobbied 
hard for — the 
marathon's inclu- 
sion with Philippine 
Amateur Track and 
Field ^ Association 
president Go Teng 
Kok even asking the 
help of the Asian 
Athletics Associa- 
tion 

“I hope the news 

would bring back their high spir- 
its,” said Castro, who admitted 
that the athletes got depressed by 
Vietnam's earlier decision. 

Martes, however, is recuperat: 
ing from a pulled hamstring and 
is still a doubtful starter in the 
Open which will showcase 642 
athletes from the province anc 
461 from Metro Manila. 

Tracksters from Sabah. 
Malaysia, Singapore and Thai 
land have also confirmed thei 
participation in the trackfest 
Malaysia and Thailand finished 
No. 1 and No. 2 in the medal-rich 
athletics events in the Kuala 
Lumpur SEA Games. 


Southeast 


VENCE 


said they 
for the 


batters keep title 


‘The Batanguefios, also the Asia 
Pacific champions, survived Jerry 
Dario's three run homerun in tht 
opening frame to level in the bot 
tom second. They went on to out 
hit their rivals, 7-6. 


league for the rest ofthe year. 

To make sure Torion does no: 
stray, Chua said the banned cage 
will be allowed to practice with 
the Red Ball team, 

Torion will however have te 
content himself watching PBA 
games on television, 


serve as a 


Noli Eala 


Ax 
[eer 


i eo PrAyores 
5 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


~ (1) Detroit vs. (8) Orlando 
Magic 3, Pistons | 

Orlando 99, Detroit 94 

Detroit 89, Orlando 77 


] 


Game 
Game 


Game 4: Orlando 100, Detroit 92 
Game Sat Dotrolt (May 1) 


(2) New Jersey vs (7) Milwaukee 
Nets 2, Bucks 
Game 1: Now Jersey 109, Milwaukee 96 
‘Game 2: Milwaukee 88, New Jersey 85 
Game 3: New Jersey 103, Milwaukee 101 
Game 4 Milwaukee 119, New Jersey 114 
Game 5 at New Jersey (April 30) 


(3) Indiana vs (6) Boston 
Pacers I, Celtics 3 
Game |: Boston 103, Indiana 100 
Game 2: Indiana 89, Boston 77 
Game 3: Boston 101, Indiana 83 
Game 4: Boston 102, Indiana 92 
‘Game 5 at Indiana (April 30) 


(4) Philadelphia vs (5) N. Orleans 
Sixers 3, Hornets I, 
Game |: Philadelphia 98, New Orleans 90 
Game 2: Philadelphia 90, New Orleans 85 
Game 3: New Orleans 99, Philadelphia 85 
Game 4: Philadelphia 96, New Orleans 87 
‘Game 5 at Philadelphia (May I) 


Spurs 2, Suns 2 
Game I Phoenix 96, San Antonio 95 (OT) 
‘Game 2: San Antonio 84, Phoenix 76 
Game 3: San Antonio 99, Phoenix 86 
Game 4: Phoenix 86, San Antonio 84 
‘Game 5 at San Antonio (April 30) 


(2) Sacramento vs (7) Utah 
Kings 3, Jazz | 
Game I: Sacramento 96, Utah 90 
Game 2: Sacramento 108, Utah 95 
Game 3 Utah 107, Sacramento 104 
Game 4: Sacramento 99, Utah 82 
Game 5 at Sacramento (May 1) 


(3) Dallas vs (6) Portland 
Mavs3, Blazers | 
Game l: Dallas 96, Portland 86 

alias 103, Portland 99 
: Dallas 15, Portland 103 
Game 4: Portland 98, Dallas 79 
Game 5 at Dallas (May 1) 


(4) Minnesota vs. (5) LA Lakers 
Wolves 2, Lakers 2. 
Game I: LA Lakers 117, Minnesota 98 
Game 2: Minnesota 119, LA Lakers 91 
Game 3: Minnesota 114, LA Lakers 110 
Game 4: LA Lakers 102, Minnesota 97 
Game 5 at LA (April 30) 


i 
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76ers take sting 
out of Hornets 


Kings frustrate Jazz for 3-1 lead 


NEW ORLEANS—Even a sub-par per- 
formance by 2001 MVP Allen Iverson 
could not derail the Philadelphia 
76ers, who cruised 96-87 over the 
New Orleans Hornets as the NBA play- 
offs continued on Monday. 
The 76ers now lead the Eastern Confer- 
ence first-round series 3-1 and can wrap it 
up on Wednesday with a win in Philadel- 
phia. 
Iverson notched a mere 22 points on 
9-0f-28 shooting, his lowest output of 
the series. 
t However, five 
other Sixers fin- 
X ished in dou- 
e ble figures, 
as Iver- 
son duly 
noted. 
“Thad 
trouble 
‘3 all night,” 
ted. w 
could never 
catch a rhythm. 
But my teammates 
picked me up.” Eric 
‘Snow added 17 points, 
including a key jumper 
after the Hornets closed to within a 
point in the late going. 
Keith Van Horn scored 13 more, 
with Kenny Thomas, Derrick Cole- 


MALONE shows his frustration after a foul was called against him in the fourth quarter. utes 


man and Aaron McKie all getting 11 
apiece, 

Baron Davis had 34 points in a losing 
cause. 


THE NEW Jersey Nets and Milwaukeo Bucks 
clash today in the pivotal Game Five of thelr first 
round NBA Playoffs series live at 7 a.m. on So- 
lar Sports. Replay is at 8 p.m. Their best-of- 
seven series is tied at 2-2. 


In Salt Lake City, a 36-18 third quarter 
proved decisive as the Sacramento Kings ral- 
lied to defeat the Utah Jazz 99-82 in Western 
Conference action, 

The Kings now hold a 3-1 lead in the first- 
round series, with Game Five in Sacramento 
on Wednesday. 

Sacramento fell eight points behind in the 
opening quarter but closed the gap to four by 
halftime 

“We just got down early" Sacramento's 
Chris Webber said after finishing with 26 
points and 11 rebounds, 

“But we stuck with it. You have to stay 
the course.” Peja Stojakovic went one bet- 
ter with 27 points, 15 of them in the third 
quarter. 

“We were aggressive in the second half,” 
Stojakovic said 

Veteran Karl Malone paced the Jazz 
with 24 points, with Matt Harpring adding 
18. 

Malone was given a brief standing ovation 
when he left late in the game, possibly his last 
in Salt Lake Reuters 


Popovich named NBA coach of the year 


SAN ANTONIO—Gregg 
Popovich won the NBA Coach of 
the Year award on Monday for 
leading the San Antonio Spurs to 
the league's best record. 
Popovich, the first Spurs 
coach to win the award, received 
40 out of a possible 121 first- 
place votes from a panel of 
sports writers and broadcasters. 


ye 


Golden Stare Warriors coach 
Eric Musselman was second with 
26 first-place votes, and Utah Jazz 
coach Jerry Sloan was third (18). 

Popovich, San Antonio's 
coach since December 1996, led 
the Spurs to their th 
Midwest Division title and a 60- 
22 record. 

San Antonio once trailed Dallas 


by 8 1/2 games in the division, 
but the Spurs went 41-9, begin- 
ning Jan. 1, to pass the Mavericks. 
in the final week of the season. 

Popovich has a regular-season 
record of 339-185, giving him the 
most wins of any San Antonio 
coach, and he has a .647 winning 
percentage over seven seasons, 

He is 35-26 in the playoffs. 


San Antonio is tied with Phoenix 
in the opening round, best-of- 
seven series, with Game 5 on 
Tuesday night in San Antonio. 
The Spurs have won at least 
50 games in five of the past six 
seasons. In the strike-shortened 
199899 season, San Antonio 
was 39-13 and went on to win its 
first NBA championship. 
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Racens Marathon inclusion 


Tips 


AT SAN LAZARO 
PARK BY MR. 999 


Race 1-1. Aprey 
Special 2. Madam 
Aida 

Race 2-1 Vhingget 
2. Heavy Metal 3. 
Ray Moon 

Race 3-1. Favorite 
Girl 2. Praetorian 

Race 4-1. Hingis 
2 Portal Dancer 3. 
Voltes May 

Race 5-1. Absolute 
Charmer/Price- 
less Gem 2. Cryp- 
torose 

Race 6-1. Imperial 


ROY Vence 


Milo national 
track and field cham 
pionships kicks off to 
morrow. 

The duo, who wil 


the SEA Games in De 


and Christabel 
Martes, elated over the news that 
the marathon had restored in the 
program of this year’s Southeast 
Asian Games in Vietnam, are all 
set to show their wares when the 
open 


defend their titles in 


elates Vence, Martes 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


in the Philippine Sports Commis- 
sion facilities in Teachers' Camp 
in Baguio City. 

Vence and Martes had been 
hoping that Vienam would re- 
consider its decision to exclude 
the event because of the lack of 
facilities and know-how. 

The Philippines 
had since lobbied 
hard — for — the 
marathon — inclu. 
sion with Philippine. 
Amateur Track and 
Field Association 


cember, are expected 
to (lex their muscles in. 
their favorite events 


man's Lady ` 
along with more than 
Race 7-1. Midnight 1,000 ather local and 


Special 2 Quedan fe chants k 

3. Astimegoesty theme — 

S “It gave us a new hope,” said 
Race 8--1. D'Barrister rhe 36-year-old Vence, also a 

2. La Española 3. champion of the prestigious Milo 

Cristel Jay 4. Dali- and PAL marathons. “We will try 

Gali to catch up with the training with 
Justa few months left.” 

‘After Vietnam decided to serap 
the men’s and women's marathon 
evenis. Vence and Martes were 
forced to train for the shorter 
10,000-meter run. But national 
coach, Mario Castro, said they 
would gain wain for the 
42.125km event. 

The two have just arrived in 
Manila to compete in the Nation- 
al Open after training for months 


Tanauan batters keep title 


SAN PABLO CITY-Tanauan scored 
an 8-7 comefrom behind victory 
‘over Makati yesterday to retain the 
championship of the Big League 
16-18 boys baseball division at the. 
San Nicolas grounds here. 


Shabu use 


From page A25 
him a lesson and let it serve as a 
warning to other players," Chua 
said. 

PBA commissioner Noli Eala 
carlier said the case will be dis 
cussed after the season is over, 


Sokieh. maane "Ines ie eit n the 


president Go Teng 
Kok even asking the 
help of the Asian 
Athletics Associa 
tion. 
^| hope the news 
would bring back their high spit 
its,” said Castro, who admitted 
that the achletes got depressed by 
Vietnam's earlier decision. 
Martes, however, is recuperat. 
ing from a pulled hamstring and 
is still a doubtful starter in the 
Open which will showcase 642 
athletes from the province and 
461 from Metro Manila. 
Tracksters from — Sabah. 
Malaysia, Singapore and Thai 
land have also confirmed their 
participation in the trackfest 
Malaysia and Thailand finished 
No. 1 and No. 2 in the medal-rich 
athletics events in the Kuala 
Lumpur SEA Games. 


Act 2. Miss Mon- 
roe 3. Genlle- 


SportsTV 


Compiled by L. 
Manguiat 


BASKETBALL: NBA 
Playoffs ^ Celucs 
vs Pacers, Game 5, 
730 am. (8 
p.m). Solar 
Sports 

BOWLING: Avva Asian 
Bowiing Tour, 3:30 
pm (r), ESPN 

GYMNASTICS: 
Gymnastics, 
p.m. (r), ESPN 

SOCCER: ^ Western 
Union World Foot- 
ball, 10:30 am. (r). 
ESPN 

POOL: World Pool Mas- 
ters 2002 Finals, 6 
p.m. (r), ESPN 

World Pool League 
2002 Finals, 7 p.m. 
(D. ESPN 

Schedules subject to 
change without pri 
or notice. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


1. Dasingion suckers shall be dstnbuled and may be acquired from | 9. in claiming prizes, winners have lo present the folowing 
fay Dango cil "rond coe Luzon nd Moko Man ui... any vaid 1D (Drivers icense, Corpor Student D, Pasar, 
Vole's ID, SSS GSIS ID) 

b. The other half of Ino raile stub with the matching winning rafle 
number 

‘€. P300 00 worth of Daringlon socks and stockings {accumulated 
or single recor dated vati the promo penod, March 15- 
October 30. 2003) 

4. The undi picture where the sicker is aed. 

* Copy of ine registered mai 


S Teeny dr e ne as Fr ot Reena B Moro Monia rer wat bo A pr 
Arr a pp m [seres ile ppl 
DENISE E ba ha dde f Dole latent 7402 Ran St, San nene Vape: 


Supervised Dy a duly-aulhonzed DTI representative wii 
Tepresentaties from Dartnguon and Ad Optons as wall "rough bank arrangement or through cour 


2. lo gon tho promo, Customer shoud sick the Doringion sicker on 
Bere ale ces (e Jeepney, eyele, Dus, car, Seats eie) ot 
fost expose visbly on any pat ousde then house (eg gate. ence. 
Scie mai ete) Than wer! her name, acres t o end a 
Stour on fe afte sua ne tec oe setar encoge aw | 
guess ems ana meso STICK ON CRAZE WN A CASI S8 | 
AA Optoma "SP Done Guadaupe Bg. 7402 Sagan, Si; San 
Anion age. Makau Cry or ust drop te rafle stubs at gesgnatod 5 
"topbres locale naar ine display rack at any Daringon ouiet The Batanguefios, also the Asia- 
Pacific champions, survived Jerry 
Dario's three run homerun in the 
opening frame to level in the bot 
tom second. They went on to out 


hit their rivals, 7-6. 


costs Torion 


league for the rest of the year. 

To make sure Torion does not 
stray, Chua said the banned cager 
will be allowed to practice with 
the Red Ball team. 

Torion will however have to 
content himself watching PBA 


somos an telavicinn 


SEC 
430 


OD ee tse Papen D etx 
inp y mie ree Eres 


10, Pazos nol ciaimad wih siy (80) days rom recat o novation 
shall o frfetod in lavor of Dartgion vaih paor OT approval 


———————————— 
montane sad Was tiame up D mcd depen di 


6. A customer can only win once pe re ee 


sr draw. 


7. Nonswnring onines wil be included in ali succeeding draws. 
8. Orly entries received uni every last Thursday of tha monin | "^ Prome period is rom March 15, 2003 to Octsbar 30. 2003 
May 29-Oct 30; 2003, a1 600 p m qual for ne draw 
Tecevod beyond ts deacuno wi Be included 
"n he succeeding draws 
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wewsOMAMAuER a SPORTS a 
Star in the time of SARS 


HE was a coach's darling. The team bench is definitely not a re- bottom, an uneasy schoolkid all Listen. A deeper look would 
crowd'stoo. sultofkarma. | settocxcuseitselfandgoout. bare that Ginebra has the ideal — Noneed to ask coach Caidic. 

JF his team, buried in deep anxi- ^ lfthisis payback time, the guy In fact, its said coach Caidic, ingredients but sorely lacks the — Turning his players into mean, 
ery needed a big basket, he was al- deserves the best he could get still puzzled, had admitted he right chemistry. unforgiving defenders overnight 
ways there to deliver on the dot, from what he has invested. had tried his best but could not ^ The pieces would not fit, re- is easier said than done. 
like your trusted mailman. He has been very good to the get the desired results. sulting into the team being Its indeed a thankless job 

He was often magical with his game. ‘There was this supposed bull robbed of extra dimension. Caidic has inherited. 
precise, arching long shots. He will remain one of Philip- session where pracically all + Why? With the team buildup; 

Hewasamiraclemanwhocould pine basketball's most remark- game, itwas an anomaly. team members ended up admit- Of course, Ginebra till swears there were great expectations 
restore faith in prayers. able heroes. ‘Yes, Ginebra nearly scored a ting their mistakes. and lives by that so-called never- the Ginebra would finally go 

Takeitfomonewhohadseen In fact, they may have tobuild record in infamy; but luckily only e say-die spirit, rendered leg- places this year. 
it all. In the Taipei Jones Cup of a monument for him when the marched the horrendous two-point __ Yes, the Gin Kings were alltry- endary by predecessors led by — He was, in short, put in a no- 
1985, 1990 Beijing Asiad, ABC time comes. output by a team in a quarter ing very hard, butts noplainco- Sen. Robert Jaworski. win situation. 
championship in Kuala Lumpur So, pardon my asking this: ^ The team also ended up a incidence Team Ginebra keeps No need to consult the Big J, If they qualified, critics would 
1986, even in the Gerona why are his players at Ginebra cheap, laughing stock. falling flat, hard, on its face. ^ — whowouldreadilyswearthathis say it was just to be expected, 
(Spain) World Club Basketball performing as though they want- fe Why? It's easy to see that the Ginebra team lived and die by considering the terrific man- 
championship. ed Caidic to lose his job? Actually, nobody had expec- Gin Kings, in each tying their the Big D-defensel power build-up. 

‘Allan Caidic was the big hero Why are his players paying ed Ginebra towinallits games. best, often end up outdoing one Clearly, the sorriest aspect of — Still the big question is: Why 
many times over both for the him back with, yes, trash? But when the current season another They often do things thisnew-day Ginebra teamisthat, is misery hounding coach Allan 
Philippine team and his mother ve started, and with the team get- their own way. unlike Big Js hardy bunch, it re- Caidic like a curse, as though he 
squad, No kidding. Youhaveseen the ting dream additions in all posi- There was, for example, the lies, oh so heavily, onartillery, had been unkind to the game 

we series of awful Ginebra setbacks, tions, Ginebra inevitably became chief point guard who goes out It would help if the team and his past coaches? 

‘That said, if goes without say- capped by its last game against top pick to qualify early. to score, with the expected pass would fight harder to hold down Unthinkable. There's no reason 
ing that the deep misery Caidic Coca-Cola. Sony folks, Ginebra is backin tothe open man only a poor, sec- opponents, instead of trying to why he has to be billed the star in 
hasbeensuffering inthe Ginebra That last outing was not a that familiar place, close to the ond option. Outscorechemateverytum. the time of the SARS epidemic. 


—— 


SPORTSWATCH 


Routs mark cagefest 

ROUTS marked the Nike Battlegrounds knockout 
‘games recently at the Phelps Dodge Gym in Man- 
daluyong City. Merville beat Wack Wack, 103-55, 
while Ayala Alabang massacred San Miguel Village, 
110-46. Also posting convincing victories were Ma- 
 gallanes, Bel-Air, Greenmeadows, Philam Village 
and San Lorenzo Village. Magallanes trounced Palm. 
Village, 81-58; Bel-Air beat Mariana Village, 100-73; 
 Greenmeadows dumped Loyola Heights, 68-54; 
Philam outplayed Dasmariñas, 87-68; and San 
Lorenzo Village clobbered Valle Verde, 110-70. 


Cagas tops qualifiers 

QUEZON City's Dante Cagas topped the last 20 

‘qualifiers for the 1st Tour of Isabela when he ruled 

the Pillila-Jata-Jala to Mabitac race on Sunday. Ca- 

gas, clocked 1 hour, 30 minutes, 43.04 seconds for 

he 5c-km uphill cimb. The 60 finalists will try to 

match or beat 1996 Tour of Luzon champion Victor 

Espiritu, one of seven seeded cyclists in the 3-day 181 Channel Program Memory. Cable 
Isabela Day race that starts on May 7. Also steded À " 

were Vilamor Baluyot, Wilson Bias and four junior Ready. Intelligent Picture Control. 120 
members of the national team. David Perez and Joel ji i 

Balucus ofthe Philippine Air Force cycling team Minute Sleep Timer. Auto Voltage 


came in second and third, respectively. System. Just some of the many features 
Mandaue tennis May 3 the FUKUDA deliver. 


JOSEPH Victorino wil be seeking his third straight 

title when the third Mandaue City National men's ee 

Tes Opens held Maya atthe Mantads court. Best of all, with its proven Extra Clear 

ctorino willbe opposed by fellow Davis Cuper : 

Johnny Arcilla and other top players. Registration is Color Picture Tube and AV Stereo 

open at the Philta office (tel. 525-6434). Players. " 

ray also contact Cry Ovaro (982.3443322 and System, you get sharper pictures and 

032-3451527 loc. 204) and tournarhent referee clearer sound every time. It's like 

Godfrey Callao (0919-2315991). dm 3 A 
watching live but with the convenience 

Challenge Cup leader 


E GABY de la Merced posted 36 of replays and halftime snacks. 
i BI points after four rounds to lead 
[ the SVI Challenge Cup overall 


ry standings at the Subic Interna- FUKUDA. Because you deserve it. 
tional Raceway. The 20-year- 


pole position in the qualifying 
round, half a second ahead of. 
DELAMERCED teammate Mikko David. 


N old fine arts student also took 


Magdal paces kegfest 

THE GRAND National and Youth duckpin bowling 4 

err ty aca FUKUDA 
Boying Magdal and the pair of Inez G. Magbual 

(D'Friendly) and Vey Manalo (MOBC) taking the : Clarity. Beyond expectation 
lead in the A/B singles event at he Marketplace 

lanes. Magdal rolled a two-game series of 452 

pins to pace Winnie Sotton (411), Louie Tandin- 

gan (397), Val Almazan (397), Bert Sales (397), 

Ding de Guzman (396), and Caloy Inocencio 

(894) in the men's division. Magbual and Manalo 

carded 385s to move ahead of Sonio Quitalig 

(382), Lorenz Hilaus (381), Geena Gregorio 

(870), Ruby Villamil (358), Maa Aregia (355) and 

Baby Inocencio (355) in the ladies group. 


4-cocker lures 60 bets 

AT least 50 entries are expected to take part in a 4- 
cock derby to be hosted by sportsman Bobot Yu on 
June 13 at the Pasay City Cockpit. For an entry of 
10,000, the guaranteed prize is at least P300,000. 
Minimum bets 5,500 in the event sponsored by 
Sagupaan B-50 Forten. For inquiries and cockhouse 
reservation, call 818-5750, 843-1890 and 843-1746. 


Dumaguete hosts triathlon 
THE THIRD leg of the Enervon-National Age Group 
Triathlon (NAGT) 2003 Series wili be held in Du- 
maguete City on Sunday with around 70 to 80 par- 
ticipants. It will cater to the 16 and above triathletes. 
Those who are 5 to to 15 years oid may compete in 
the first leg of the Fit and Tri Youth Triathion series 
set atthe Las Villas de Manila in Biñan, Laguna. 


Nasa invites skydiver 
CHAMPION skydiver Lt. Commander Irene Malutao 
Mora, pilot of the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Operation Wing, has been given invitation by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 
This is the first time a Filpina was given such recog- 
nition by the NASA. Mora, 30, bested more than 
2,000 participants in winning the gold wing in the 
Friendship Airborne 2003 International Skydiving 
Championship in Bangkok recently. 


Goddard joins Subic F3 


FILIPINOS get the chance to see Formula 3 action 
when the first lag of the Asian Formula 3 Series is 
held May 10-11 at the Subic International raceway 
inside the Subic Bay Freeport. Defending AF3 
champion and Castrol Ambi Pur driver Mark God- 
dard of the United Kingdom, 2002 AF2000 champi- 
‘on Dennis Lian of Singapore, 2002 Asian Formula 
Renault titleholder Enzo Pastor of the Philippines 
and 2001 Philippine Formula 3 champion Jojo Sil- 
Verio of the Philippines have confirmed their partici- 
pation Roy Luarca 
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Get ready for Mikey, Governor Lapid 


ARROYO" 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


GUAGUA, Pampanga—Movie actor and Pam- 
panga Vice Gov. Juan Miguel “Mikey” Arroyo's 
birthday celebration here last Saturday looked 
every bitan early campaign for his congression- 
al bid in Pampanga's second district, some local 
politicians observed. 

But Arroyo, the eldest son of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, said there was no political 
motive behind the simultaneous events held 
on his 34th birthday at the plaza of this town, 
the biggest town in the district in terms of 
votes. 

“Tve always celebrated my birthday in the 
district since 2001 (when he was elected vice 
governor),” Arroyo told the Inguinen. "There's 
no political color to this. I simply wanted to 
celebrate it in a significant way, like deliver- 
ing social services that the people deserve.” 

Tt was the first time that Arroyo chose 
Guagua, the commercial center of the second 


district, as the site of the social services cara- 
van of his office. 

At the Gomburza town plaza, the Depart- 
ment of Health held an "Operation Tuli” (cir- 
cumcision) for 400 boys, the Department of La- 
bor and Employment opened a job fair while 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources distributed land titles to 73 families. 

The Department of Social Welfare and De- 
velopment held a supplemental feeding pro- 
gram for children and distributed food packs 
to about 500 families. The vice governor's of- 
fice also gave out 1,000 food packs. 

The Department of Agriculture gave out 
1,000 seedlings of tamarind, 1,000 of duhat 
and 1,000 of achuete. 

Luli, Arroyo's sister, mobilized a friend's 
company, which is involved in the hairstyling 
business, to provide free haircut for residents. 

Arroyo also tapped the Pampanga chapter 
ofthe Integrated Bar of the Philippines to pro- 
vide free legal counseling. 

He gave loans worth P50,000 each to four 


rural workers’ associations in Porac, the 
hometown of Pampanga Gov. Manuel Lapid. 

“The biggest set of projects that Arroyo an- 
nounced was the P70 million worth of bridges in 
Guagua (PIS204 million), Floridablanca 
(P13042 million), Sta, Rita (P8.042 million), 
Lubao (P17.226 million) and in Porac (P13.042 
million). 

Public Works Undersecretary Salvador Pleyt 


dents P2>ilion "Tulay ng Pangulo” which in tuii 
isa project funded by the British government. 

The proposed five bridges would have a life 
span of 100 years, Pleyto told the Inquiner be- 
fore the groundbreaking ceremony. 

Arroyo said he and Lapid have worked to 
have the projects implemented in the poorest 
and flood-prone parts of the district. 

He started the day by attending a Mass at 
the Immaculate Conception Cathedral here, 
accompanied by his wife Angela. The cathe- 
dral was packed with well-wishers that à 
cluded politicians. 


Mossimo Bikini summit to pick new ‘Jordan Herrera’ 
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SO WHO will be the Jordan Herrera wannabe 
in this year's batch of hopefuls in the Mossimo 
Bikini Summit? 

Jordan placed only second in the 2002 
Mossimo bikini summit but he has been the 
Competitions biggest product so far Last 
year's male grand prize winner, Carlo Mace- 
da, is now also in the movies but 
not as big a star as Jordan. Last 
years top female winner, 

Ritchie Bingcang, looked | SHOW 
like a very good movie ma- 

terial but has not been STOPPERS 
heard of after the Boracay 

finals in April 2002. She is said to have gone 
tothe United States. 

This year, 12 buff young men and 12 shapely 
young women screened from more than 500 
applicants are competing in the Mossimo Bikini 
‘Summit, to be held at Club Panoly Resort in Bo- 
racay They are Mico Areglado, Siegfried Mon- 
serrat, KC Thadani, Adrian Zabala III, Rodolfo 
Solis, Albert Guinto, Spencer Concepcio 
Jerome Uy, Angel James Dee, Jonas Jason Bal- 
tasar Ronald Brent Javier and Deone Desallas; 
and Dyan Acuesta, Joyce Andres, Mary Ann 
Mendoza, Fatima Mbengue, Elaine Gatdula, 
Chrschelle Magaspi, Angel Mendoza, Liza 
Camering, Kristine Mari Arboleda, Bernadeth 
Mercado, Julia Duncan and Tessa MacDonald. 

The finals night will be on May 3, 7 p-m., at 
the beachfront of Club Panoly. It will be host- 
ed by TJ Manotoc, Angel Jacob and Car 
Maceda, now a contract star of, Viva Films. 
‘The show will also feature performances by 
Luke Mejares, Viva Records’ new Fil-Am all- 
male singing group Devotion, and Maui Tay- 
lor Katya Santos, Gwen Garci and Jen 
Rosendhal of Viva Hot Babes, with the 
Whiplash Dancers. 

The candidates will be wearirig bikinis by 
Mossimo and the summer collection of Edwin 
Uy and Mel Vergel de Dios. 

Stage and fashion direction is by Duds San-. 
tiago, with TV direction by Calvin Neria. The 
finals night will be shown on RPN-9, the 
Mossimo Bikini Summit 2003's official net- 
work, on May 25 as the featured special on 
Sunday's Big Event. 

For more information about the 2003 
Mossimo Bikini Summit, stay tuned to its offi- 
cial radio stations, 88.3 Citylite, 89.9 DWTM, 
Wave 89.1, 103.5 K-Lite, 105.1 Crossover and 
99.5 RT. 
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Nowhere To Go? 


Introducing the SMART MMS Finder and TravelGuide. 


Two innovative features from SMART that let's you enjoy the convenience. 
of locating establishments, getting driving directions and information on 
different traveling destinations — with just a few clicks on your celfone. 


First, experience the convenience of the SMART MMS Finder: 

* The first WAP-based location finder. 

+ Get directions to get to a chosen establishment within the metro. 

+ Shows you conventional routes, detours, and even the nearest outlet 
of an establishment via a state-of-the-art graphical map. 


Second, the MMS TravelGuide is the best guide for travelers. 
With the MMS TravelGuide, you can: 

+ Easily locate a particular tourist spot, or facility, in the country. 
+ Get travel routes and travel details of your chosen destination. 
+ Get colored photos of popular tourist sites with infos. 


With these two innovations, finding your way is as easy as reaching for 
your celfone. And with it's hassle-free features, the only thing you'll get 
lost for..are words. 
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To access MMS Finder: 
1. Go to the SMART INET WAP home page. 
2. Click on the "Where is?” link within NEW! 


‘Note: Cost per download is P500 wach 
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China’ products flooding RP 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. consumers  juicer bargains. 
Angping said this should explain 
why the crowds at Divisoria and 
Baclaran—the country’s leading 
shopping bargain centers—have 
hardly thinned despite public 


rampant smuggling and dumping 
of Chinese goods into the country 
‘even before the SARS outbreak, 
Angping, who joined a Philip- 
pine exhibit in Shanghai last 
month, said the Department of 


‘THE SARS epidemic is posing not only a serious threat to 
the country's public health but also to the well-being of its 
domestic manufacturing industry as China, ground zero 
of the global SARS epidemic, dumps its excess goods on 
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Srock MARKET 
Stocks snap 5 days of losses 


STOCKS snapped PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
a five-day losing APRIL 
streak yesterday. 2 


after local benchmark trea- 
‘sury bill rates eased and the 
US market rallied, 

But analysts said the gains, 
led by property developers 
Ayala Land and SM Prime 
Holdings, maynotbesus- — "iiie pwunuwaaanaas 
tained given the lack of funda- 
per (Se stockmarket reporton Page 4) 

"This is justa technical bounce. We came down to support level and 
that's where we are coming from," said AB Capital economic analyst 
Jose Vistan. "Perhaps it would consolidate in the next sessions.” 

The main index rose 12.08 points or 1.17 percent to 1,048.37 after 
losing 7.9 percent in the previous five trading days due to concerns 
about the country's budget deficit and the potential impact of Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 

itis up 2.94 percent since the start of the year 

Turnover slowed to P207.3 million yesterday from Monday's P324.51 
million. Gainers beat losers 37 to 14 and 33 stocks were unchanged. 

“Previously, market sentiment was optimistic but this was tem- 
pered after the Standard & Poor's downgrade. Now we're just waiting 
Tar tresh developments," said Vistan, who saw the market moving ina 
range of 1,030 to 1,080 points. 

‘Leading shopping center developer SM Prime, which accounted for nearly 
30 percent of total tumover, rose 2.2 percent or 10 centavos to P4.65. 

SM Prime officials said on Monday the group's first-quarter net in- 
come likely grew 10 to 12 percent and that it planned to open three 
malls this year... 

‘Ayala Land, the largest property developer, rosa 4.21 percent or 20 
centavos to P4.95. Reuters 


No trading on May 2 


THERE will be no stock market 
trading on Friday, May 2, Philippine 
Stock Exchange president Ernest 
Leung announced yesterday. 
"There's no clearing, so there's 
no trading," Leung said, noting 
that the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas had announced that there. 
would be no clearing of checks 


on that'day. 

This means that the local stock 
market will pause for along 
Weekend starting tomorrow, 
which isan official non-working 
holiday to celebrate the Interna- 
tional Labor Day. 

Trading will resume on Mon- 
day (May 5) 
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- Travel First Class without leaving the ground. 


With all the new exciting features of the 2003 Chevrolet Venture LT, you and your family can enjoy 
such elegant driving experience. This spruced up model comes with beige interior, wood center 

^" console, roof rails, and backing sensors, What's more, you also get the built-in YCD entertainment 
| system, Visit your nearest GM dealer, NOW! 
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the Philippines at sharply marked down prices. 


consumer goods—have fallen by 
as much as 50 percent. As the 
SARS outbreak force most Chi- 
nese to stay indoors and hold off. 
purchases, Chinese traders have 
increasingly looked outside their 
country to offload their excess in- 


Based on his discussions with 
Divisoria and Baclaran traders, 
Manila Rep. Harry Angping re- 
ported that there had been a "dra- 
matic” drop in prices of Made-in- 
China goods over the past few 
weeks because of the decline in 
the consumer demand in the 
Mainland. 
Angping said that prices of Chi- 
nese imports—from food items to 


ventory. 


BIR seen meeting 
P47-B collection 
target for April 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


‘THE BUREAU of Internal Revenue is confi- 
dent of meeting and even exceeding its 
47.423-billion collection target for the 
month as its intensified tax campaign prompt- 
ed taxpayers to settle their obligations. 

Finance Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho 
said the BIR and the Bureau of Customs were 
expected to meet their respective targets for 
April. 

‘The BIR said that as of last Monday, it had 
collected about P46 billion. 

The internal revenue agency is trying to 
catch up on its collection to wipe out the P4.7- 
billion shortfall incurred in the first quarter. 
‘The bureau collected P89.9 billion in the first 
three months against a target of P94.6 billion. 

‘The Customs exceeded its first-quarter goal 
by 18.6 percent with collections of P26.7 bil- 
lion. 

"The BIR and the Customs have sustained. 
the positive collection trend in April based on. 
preliminary numbers. I hope that their relent- 
less efforts to boost revenue would be si 
tained in the months ahead,” the finance chief 
said. 

Revenue Commissioner Guillermo Parayno 
Jr. said the bureau would meet its P424-bil- 
lion target for the year as reforms to improve 
collection and reduce tax evasion continued 
tobear fruit. 

A tax mapping and saturation drive 
launched last April 2 already brought the BIR 
team to several key areas in Metro Manila 
‘where it found out that 95 percent of business 
establishments visited committed violations 
of various forms. 
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their orders and offer Fili 
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alarm over the spread of the 
SARS virus in the country. “The 
in Divisoria 
Baclaran are just to good to ig- 
more for wholesalers and con- 
sumers," Angping said. 

But while this could be a boon 
to consumers, Angping warned 
that the influx of more Chinese 
increasingly lower 
prices would only compound the 
woes of local industries which 
have been complaining about the 


‘Trade and Industry and the Bü: 
reau of Customs should look into 
this trend to determine whether it 
should impose anti-dumping 
measures on Chinese goods and 
ensure that all Chinese imports 
have been assessed properly. 

Angping also proposed that the 
government put Chinese imports 
under tighter quarantine mea- 
sures to ensure that the SARS 
virus were not carried by the Chi- 
nese imports, 


and 


BUSINESS owner Helen Thong sits in her restaurant Taste Good in New York’s Chinatown. 
She says her business has dropped by 50 percent due to fear ofthe Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) which is affecting tourism and business in Chinatown. 


3 options eyed on Meralco refund 


ByAbigall.Ho > sò 


THE DEPARTMENT of Energy has identified 
three “feasible” methods of implementing the 
P28-billion refund that the Supreme Court 
had ordered the Manila Electric Co. 

These options include a lump sum pay- 
ment, conversion into consumer shares of 
ownership in the company, and credit on fu- 
ture consumption. 

Non-government groups Freedom from 
Debt Coalition (FDC), National Association of 
Electricity Consumers for Reforms Inc. 
(Nasecore), and Consumer and Oil Price 
Watch (COPW) yesterday presented their re- 
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spective positions on the Meralco refund dur- 
ing a forum at the DOE. 

Nasecore proposed that Meralco make a 
lump sum refund for the company’s over- 
charges since 1994 as this would eliminate 
the added burden n Meralco of making in- 
terest payments on top of the overcharges. 

According to the group's computations, 
Meralco’s overcharges had now reached 
P49.7 billion, including compounded inter- 
est. 

FDC, on the other hand, said the conver- 
sion of the refund into consumer shares of 
ownership would be more appropriate as 

3OPTIONS/ BA 
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‘By Clarissa S. Batino 
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TFNANCE Secretary Jose Isidro Ca- 
macho yesterday said the gover- 
"ment would exert all efforts to con- 
vince UK-based Fitch Ratings to keep 
‘the Philippines sovereign rating 
‘steady at BB plus. 

Fitch officials are scheduled to visit 
‘Manila next week for a review of the 
Jeountry's ratings. 

j. "Wewilltryour best to convince Fitch 
that efforts to improve revenues and 
ein in the fiscal sector are now more 
‘sustainable given the improving collec- 
‘Hons of both the BIR and the Customs,” 
‘paid the finance chief in an interview. 

«A government source admitted 
‘that the risk of a downgrade from 


lower to BB last week. 


————— M 


Camacho said the Macapagal ad- 
ministration would make sure that 
the economy, particularly the fiscal 
sector, would continue to shape up. 

Unlike S&P that relied largely on 
numbers in making its decision last 
week, Fitch would be sending some of 
itsofficials to the country to witness on- 
going efforts ofthe government, partic- 
ularly the Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
to improve the country's tax take. 

In the first quarter, the government's 
fiscal gap swelled to P58.9 billion, ex- 
ceeding the ceiling for the period of 
P55.2 billion, largely on account of 
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I Business. 
Gov't to seek steady 
credit rating from Fitch 


Fitch was greater after Standard & 
Poor's went ahead and downgraded 
the country’s sovereign rating a notch 


higher-than-programmed expenditures. 

Camacho said S&P did not push 
through with its scheduled annual visit 
before coming up with “a harsh judg- 
ment” on the Philippines’ performance. 
Revenue collection in the first quarter, 
he pointed out, was more than P6 bil- 
lion more than the P131-billion target. 

“We hope Fitch will be more pa- 
tientand see firstwhether we can sus- 
tain the improvements we have 
shown so far. Since they (Fitch offi 
cials) are coming over personally, we 
have a better chance of telling our 
story" said the finance chief. 

‘Camacho said the BIR would walk 
Fitch officials through its efforts to 
improve tax collection and reduce 
leakage and cheating. 
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Sized Just right. Priced Just right. That's how flexible IBM's IT packages are. 
Each one developed to fit your company's specific requirements. And your budget. 


Is your company big on mobility? We have just what you need. An On-The- 
But it mobility is not your main concern, you may want to look 
v-Desk Package. 


Our complete solution bundles come ready to go with value-added extras, 
Get software such as Lotus Notes for e-mall Lotus SmartSuite for word 
processing, presentations and spreadsheets on our NetVista desktops and 
ThinkPad notebooks. The IBM @ server xSerles 225 comes with IBM Director 
software for comprehensive manageability formerly only avaliable to large. 
companies. So you can experience the advantage of easy management systems 
minus the additional cost. 


It gats even better. IBM offers excellent after-sales service through Authorized 
Service Centers nationwide. 


To op Ital, IBM also gives you leeway to work an IT package into your budget. 
It offers attractive leasing options starting from Php 25,555 per month. 


With the experience and expertise of IBM, you can achieve maximum efficiency, 
‘optimum productivity and Increased profitability. Whatever your company size, 
you'll have the complete solution to move your business forward, at prices 
that won! set you back, 


On-The-Move Package 


5 IBM ThinkPad T30 

Mobile Intel® Pentium®4 processor 190 GHzM 
256MB RAM. 

2068 HOD 

DVD-ROM 

141" XGA Color Display 

‘Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional 
Warranty 3-years carry. 

FREE Lotus SmartSuite Millenium Edition, 
Rapid Restore PC 


11BM @server xSarles 225 
Intel* Xeon™ processor 2.40 GHz 
256MB RAM 

Ultra 320 SCSI Adapter 

36468 HDD 

ABXCD-ROM 

EET 

15" Stealth Black Monitor 

Microsoft® Windows® XP Prolessional 
Warranty 3-years on parts and labor, 9x5 coverage, 
4 hour response** 


Lotus Notes License 
Lotus Notes Domino Mail Server 
with 5 Notes Licenses 


Php 25,888/mo.* 


Locate an IBM Business or Value Partner now: 
T Call: 995-2426 

73 Fax: 995-8246 

7» E-mall: directGph.Ibm.com 
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April inflation seen at 2.9-3.196 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas yester- 
day said a stable inflation in April, seen at 
between 2.9 percent and 3.1 percent, 
would enable monetary authorities to keep 
overnight rates steady. 

BSP Deputy Governor Amando Tetangco 
Jr said the central bank's economic research 
department saw no extraordinary increases 
in the prices of major commodities in April. 
Thus, the forecast for the month's inflation 
was almost unchanged from March. 

The inflation rate averaged at 2.9 per- 
cent in the first quarter. 

"Given our expectations of a 2.9 percent. 
to 3.1 percent inflation in April, the BSP 


| can stay neutral in its monetary policy 


stance. This level of inflation supports our 
‘outlook down the road,” said Tetangco. 
The central bank bad not changed its 
‘overnight borrowing rate of 7 percent and 
overnight lending rate of 9.25 percent since 
March 2002. It, however, scrapped last 
March 30 the tiering scheme. Since then, the 


BSP had been paying a flat 7 percent rate to 


overnight bank deposits with the BSP 

Tetangco said the quick resolution of the 
Middle East conflict would ease the pres- 
sure on crude prices and on local consumer 
prices in the months ahead. 

‘The BSP official said the expected infla- 
tion this month was well within the govern- 
ment's target of an average inflation rate of 
4,5 percent to 5.5 percent this year. : 

Tetangco said the current overnight 
rates of the BSP were sufficient in address- 
ing the needs of the economy. He made this 
statement in reaction to recommendations. 
from global institutions for Asian central 
banks to consider more cuts in interest. 
rates to strengthen domestic economies. 

‘The BSP had reduced its policy rates by 8 
points since it peaked to 15 percent for 
‘overnight borrowing and 17.25 percent for 
overnight lending in 2000. 

Reductions in the past, he said, were suf- 
ficient for the country to achieve a target of 
4.2 percent to 5.2 percent economic 
growth this year. Clarissa S. Batino 
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On-The-Desk Package 


10 IBM NetVista A30 

lntel® Pentium® 4 processor 2.40 GHz 

128MB RAM 

4068 HDD 

15° CRT Monitor 

Microsolt* Windows® XP Professional 

Warranty: 3-years parts, 1 year labor, onsite repair 
FREE Lotus SmariSuite Millenium Edition, 
Norton Anti-Virus, Rapid Restore PC 


11BM @ server xSeries 225 
Intel® Xeon™ processor 2.40 GHz 
256MB RAM. 

Utra 320 SCSI Adapter 

364GB HOD 

48x00-ROM 

ENET. 

15” Sieath Bleck Monitor 

Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional 
Warranty: 3-years on pars and bo 9x5 coverage, 
4 hour response" 


Lotus Notes License 


Lotus Notes Domino Mall Server. 
with 10 Notes Licenses. 


Php 25,555/mo.* 


——————— IBM recommends Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional for Business. 
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Bankard moves 
to expand 
market share 


BANKARD Inc. aims to have 500,000 new 
credit cards issued in the next five years from 
the introduction yesterday of a new credit 
card product designed to pirate holders of 
non-Bankard cards. 

A joint product with JCB International, the 
leading credit card provider in Japan, the my- 
Dream JCB Card offers the lowest annual fees 
and lowest effective revolving interest rate of 
2.5 percent per month. 

Bankard president and chief executive offi- 
cer Joven Reyes also said the publicly listed 
credit card firm posted P17 million in net in- 
come in the first quarter of this year, down 
slightly from year-ago level of P20 million af- 
ter the firm set aside provisions for probable 
losses. Last year, Bankard posted a profit of 
P84 million. 

Bankard Inc. presently has 270,000 credit 
cards in force, of which. 50,000 are under the 
traditional silver and gold JCB brands, 

For this year alone, Reyes said the credit 
card firm was projecting to issue 10,000 to 
15,000 myDream credit cards per month or a 
total of 100,000 for this year. Elena R. Torrijos 


Meralco board 
OKs $600M in 
new borrowings 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BOARD of utility giant Manila Electric 
Co. has approved up to $600 million in adc 
tional borrowings to refinance debts and cov- 
er other funding needs such as capital expen- 
ditures and working capital. 

Ina disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change yesterday, Meralco said its board 
had approved the “bonded indebtedness” 
for activities related to its comprehensive li- 
ability management plan. 

The disclosure said the amount would 
cover activities such as "the provision of se- 
curity to Meralco's existing unsecured credi- 
tors over assets covered by the mortgage 
trust indenture (MTD.” 

‘An investment banker explained that Mer- 
alco simply approved a plan to raise addi 
tional debts and at the same time, authorize 
the pledge of assets in favor of existing se- 
cured creditor covered by the MTI. 

MTI, which seeks to maximize the value of 
a borrower's properties, is an arrangement 
whereby a mortgagor delivers by way of 
mortgage a certain property to a trustee bank 
for the benefit of a group of lenders as collat- 
eral for a syndicated loan or bond issue. 


Farm groups 
back GMA policy 
on biotechnology 


INFLUENTIAL members of the agricultural 
sector have issued a manifesto in support of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's approval of the 
adoption of biotechnology as an anchor of the 
government's food security program. 

Tn a biotech forum held Monday at the De- 
partment of Agriculture, the group also ex- 
pressed support for Agriculture Secretary Luis 
Lorenzo Jr's call enjoining the agricultural 
community “to participate in democratic dis- 
‘cussions on GMOs, eea Btcorn. 

Among those who signed the manifesto 
were Felix Cordero and Rod Bioco of the 
Nursery Farmers Irrigators Association, the 
Matatag Farmers Irrigators Association and 
San Isidro Integrated Agro-Industrial Multi- 
purpose Cooperative (SINAG-MPC), and the 
Philippine Maize Federation. 

Earlier, two of the biggest agricultural 
groups in Mindanao, the Agricultural and 
Fisheries Council of General Santos City 
(AFC) and the Provincial Farmers Action 
Council in South Cotabato (PRAC), represent 
ed by Edwin Paraluman, also expressed their 
support for the commercialization of biotech: 
nology-processed crops, 
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Lilia's lament 


SEC Chair Lilia Bautista, who normally 
‘prefers to suffer in silence over unfavorable 
media columns/stories, sent over key docu- 
ments yesterday to correct the spin that ap- 
peared in Monday's column and in other pa- 
pers as well in regard to—how shall we diplo- 
matically put it—the "maverick/menace" 
dilemma that the Securities and Exchange 
Commission is now facing. 

In brief, Bautista and the three other fe- 
male SEC commissioners who all now 
have to answer an irritating anti-graft 
complaint for the SEC computerization 
project say both the Department of Budget 
and Management and the National Com- 
puter Center have cleared the P38-million 
(not P162-million as earlier reported) 
project. 

We are pleased to note that the outright 
‘purchase you have made, as compared with 
ithe option of having leased the computer 
hardware, saved money for the government," 
‘wrote Budget Secretary Emilia Boncodin in 
jtheir defense. 

! The local dealer of Sun Microsystems 
iwon the January 2002 bidding with a P38- 
‘million bid, as against the P62 million sub- 
mitted by Fujitsu and the P59 million of 
PhilBizInfo. 

As to the legal question raised by Pr 
Joaquin Bernas on the issue of pre-selection 
of candidates to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, the SEC positionis that the Securities 
Regulation Code had effectively amended the 
Corporation Code in the light of the PSE's self- 
regulatory status, 

In any case, there is a pending court case 
‘brought by the camp of Robert Coyiuto Jr. 
precisely for the judiciary to decide the le- 
vality of the pre-selection issue once and for 
all. 


Call collect 

JN case you have not noticed it, the local 
Citibank has shut down its toll free 1-800 line 
in the United States since April Fools’ Day, a 
Service that in the past enabled local credit 
‘card holders traveling in the US to talk to a lo- 
cal Citibank officer for any credit card in- 
 quiries. 

Apparently, the move is part ofthe cost-cut- 
sting measures the profitable American finan- 
‘cial giant is undertaking. Besides, the perti- 
nent credit card information like credit bal- 
ance may now be accessed 24/7 through the 
Internet. 

In case of an emergency like a lost/stolen 
‘card, the cardholder may place a collect call 
to the 24-hour local Citibank line, with the 
American operator originating the call 
hopefully managing to navigate through 


COCKTALES 


k 


Victor C. Agustin 


the computerized voice prompts to reach a 
live person before irritation sets in. 


Short takes 

* Former Transportation and Communi- 
cation Secretary Pantaleon Alvarez is taking 
refresher guitar lessons at the RJ Music 
School before plunging into the daily cam- 
paign grind to reclaim his old congressional 
seat. 

* The Davao Apo View Hotel will likely file 
a rehabilitation proposal with the local court 
following the rejection by creditor Banco Fil- 
ipino of the hotel's debt-to-equity swap pro- 
posal. 


Heard through the grapevine 

THE FATHER and sons Velhagen who used to 
work for billionaire polo player Albert "Bob- 
by" Aguirre have all signed damaging affi- 
davits against their former principal, with the 
father, a La Salle classmate of Bobby, execut- 
ing the statement all the way in Vancouver be- 
fore a Philippine consular officer. 

Former Press Secretary Tomas Gomez Ill, 
now based in San Diego, California, as a hotel 
executive, has also expressed willingness to 
signa similar statement. 

(Cocktales may be reached by e-mail at 
cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com or at cock 
tales_pdi@hotmail.com.) 
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METRO Pacific Corp. moved its annual stockholders’ meeting from June 
10 to June 20 with record date on May 15. 

BANK of the Philippine Islands dectared a special cash dividend of P1 per share 
in favor of stockholders of record as of May 13 and will be payable on May 28. 
ELECTED directors of SM Prime Holdings Inc. are Henry Sy Sr., Jose Cuisla 
Jc, Senen Mendiola, Teresita Sy, Henry Sy Jr. Herbert Sy and Hans Sy. The 
"company also declared a regular cash. dividend of PO.10 per share and a 
special cash dividend of PO.025 per share for all stockholders of record as of. 
May 28 and will be payable on or before June 15. 

CITY & Land Developers Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting 
on June 10 with record date on May 11. Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, 
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Canadian acquires 
oil-drilling firm 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


CANADA-BASED Tracer Petroleum 
Corp. is set to acquire a controlling 
stake in Forum Exploration Inc., a 
subsidiary of publicly listed Forum 
Pacific Ine, through a share-swap 
deal worth about $10 million. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange yesterday, FPI said 
it had approved the purchase by 
the Canadian oil firm of 125 mil- 
lion shares in its subsidiary. 

This translates to the takeover of 
about 66 percent interest in Forum 
Exploration in exchange for 100 
million Tracer shares at a deemed 
value of $0.10 per share, Forum 
Pacific will keep the remaining 34 
percent in the subsidiary. 

The exploration unit has full 
control of two contract areas in 
the Philippines, including the 
Geophysical Survey and Explo- 
ration Contract (GSEC) which 
covers Manila Bay and a portion 
of the contiguous landward area 
of Luzon Island, including most 
ofthe area of Metro Manila. 


This GSEC expired in 2000 but 
Forum has recently applied for 
another GSEC area which in- 
cludes the Manila Bay area previ- 
ously covered, plus an additional 
area on land in a strip extending 
northward from the bay and be- 
yond Lingayen Gulf. 

The second contract area is 
known as SC 40, which covers the 
northern half of Cebu Island plus 
part of the Visayan Sea offshore 
to the west ofthe island. 

Several exploration prospects 
and leads have been identified by 
Forum within the service contract 
area, both onshore Cebu, and off- 
shore in the Visayan Sea. A small 
gas field has been discovered and 
appraised in onshore Cebu, 

Based on an evaluation by PGS 
Reservoir Consultants (UK) Lad, 
an independent consultancy spe- 
cializing in petroleum reservoir 
evaluation and economic analysis, 
there was an expected value of net 
cash flow of $51.23 million for the 
interests and an optimistic value of. 
net cash flow of $485 million. 


3 options eyed ... 


From page Bi 
Meralco was currently not in a fi- 
nancial position to make a full 
P28-billion refund. 

“Converting the amount into 
shares will not involve any cash 
outlay for the company. The P28- 
billion worth of stocks can be 
sourced from Meralco's unappro- 
priated and appropriated retained 
earnings amounting to P27.9 bil- 
lion and the asset appraisal incre- 
ment of P25.6 billion,” the group 
said in its position paper. 

COPW chair Raul Concepcion, 
on the other hand, suggested an 
immediate refund for customers 
consuming 300 kilowatts per 
hour of electricity or less per 
month as this segment represent- 
ed about 77 percent of the com- 
pany's customer base and 18 per- 
cent of total energy sales. 


e 


For those consuming more 
than 300 kWh of electricity a 
month, “a compromise settle- 
ment that would have the least 
impact on the financial viability 
of Meralco" should be forged. 

Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
spokesperson Renato Reyes agreed 
with Concepcion and said an imme- 
diate refund should first be given to 
the residential customers before 
talking about stock options and re- 
funds for the bigger consumers. 

Credit on future consumption 
was also suggested during the fo- 
rum, which will mean a rate reduc- 
tion on monthly consumption 
equivalent to the same amount that 
a consumer should get in refunds, 

The DOE is set to submit its po- 
sition on the Meralco refund to 
the Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion in two weeks. 


Country Bankers Life Insurance Corporation 


Country Bankers Insurance Corporation 


Wishes to inform its stakeholders of the newly elected directors during 
its Annual Stockholders Meeting held at its principal office at the Country 


Wishes to inform its stakeholders of the newly elected directors during its 
Annual Stockholders Meeting held at its principal office at the Country 


Bankers Centre located at 648 T.M. Kalaw St., Manila, to wit: 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Consunji, David M. 
Desiderio, Caridad S. 
Desiderio, Gloria G. 
Dolor, Soledad L. 
Guingona, Ma. Victoria G. 
Locsin, Dennis H. 
Macrohon, Ignacio Jr. A. 
Montelibano, Roberto L. 
Montelibano, Rodolfo L. 
Muñoz, Agnes D. 
Naguiat, Antolin T. 
Petines, Romulo A. 
Reyes, Juan Miguel Procopio S. 
Valdez, Remedios V. 
Velasquez, Romeo G. 


And in its organizational meeting held immediately thereafter, 
the following Executive Officers were duly elected: 


Chairman 


Vice-Chairwoman 


President 


Executive Vice-President 


EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

Roberto L. Montelibano 
Ma. Victoria G. Guingona 
Ignacio A. Macrohon, Jr. 
Agnes D. Mufioz 


Bankers Centre located at 648 T.M. Kalaw St., Manila, to wit: 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Consunji, David M. 
Desiderio, Caridad S. 
Desiderio, Gloria G. 
Dolor, Soledad L. 
Guingona, Ma. Victoria G. 
Locsin, Dennis H. 
Macrohon, Ignacio Jr. A. 
Montelibano, Roberto L. 
Muñoz, Agnes D.. 
Naguiat, Antolin T. 
Naguiat, Carmelo T. 
Petines, Romulo A. 
Reyes, Juan Miguel Procopio S. 
Valdez, Remedios V. 
Velasquez, Romeo G. 


And in its organizational meeting held immediately thereafter, the 
following Executive Officers were duly elected: 


Chairman 


Vice-Chairwoman 


President 


Executive Vice-President 


EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

Roberto L. Montelibano 
Ma. Victoria G. Guingona 
Ignacio A. Macrohon, Jr. 
Agnes D. Muñoz 


Vice-President, Operations 
Treasurer 
Corporate Secretary 


Dolly R. Mari 
Antolin T. Naguiat 
Romeo G. Velasquez 


RELIABILITY. 
Our Continuing 
Commitment 


Treasurer 

Senior Vice-President 
& General Manager 
First Vice-President 
Corporate Secretary 


Antolin T. Naguiat 


Servillano C. Mendoza 
Romeo G. Velasquez 
Rizal Antonio D. Meru 
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Banco Filipino 
disputes charges 


By Elena R. Torrijos Aguirre through close associates, 

friends and their relatives. 
BANCO Filipino yesterday refut- — BancoFilipino maintained that 
ed allegations that the bank en- the P1.6 billion in loans granted 
‘gaged ina common pattern of ex- to the nine firms were “in accor- 
tending loans to borrower firms dance with existing laws, rules 
controlled by bank vice chair Al- and regulations and the tenets of 
bert Aguirre. sound banking practices.” 

The Ingumer reported Tuesday Rivera also claimed that the 
that the sister of Aguirre filed a bank's loans were fully secured 
complaint with the Monetary with real estate and were ap- 
Board, the policy-making body of praised by duly licensed and in- 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, dependent appraisers, 
asking that the monetary authori- He said the Las Piñas property 
ty place the thrift banks board cited in the complaint of having a 
under investigation and preven- value of only P15,000 per sq. m. 
tive suspension for alleged un- was in fact a commercial property 
sound banking practices that vio- the adjoining lots of which were re- 
lated the country’s banking laws. —portedly sold by their owners at 

Ina letter to the Inquirer, Ban- P50,000 to P60,000 per sq. m. 
co Filipino executive vice presi- — Also, of the nine loans, only six 
dent and corporate secretary were actually extended and out of 
Francisco Rivera pointed out that the six, five have been fully paid, 
‘Aguirre was neither a stockholder he said. "The remaining loan is in 
nor a director or officer of nine the process of liquidation.” 
borrower-firms which got P1.6 _ Also, Rivera claimed that the of- 
billion from Banco Filipino. ficers who had executed affidavits 

In the complaint filed on behalf on alleged borrowing schemes of 
of clients Anna Maria Aguirre-Ko- Banco Filipino were “former offi- 
ruga and Christopher Koruga, cers of some of the borrowing 
lawyer Jose Bernas said the nine companies who were fired from 
firms were controlled indirectly by their positions for dishonesty.” 


SM Prime keen on 
Fort Boni property 


PUBLICLY listed SM Prime Hold- for a mall. “Fortunately, BCDA has 

ings ofretail magnate Henry Sys a property suited for this purpose” 

eyeing a property owned by the "We hope the BCDA will let 

Siaeawmed Bases Conversion people bid (or is pieces ofprop- | X-TYPE Ownership begins at P 2.1M 

and Development Authority in erty in Fort Bonifacio),” he said. i 

Sort Bonifaco fora mall devlop. Sy said SM Prime neither had | Finance packages start at P 27,500/mo.* 

Meere ap SM Pre basa tr |. "P 27.500 nei manny amorizaton for 6 mons on VƏ X-Type 20 Casi model wth SRP of P2. 100.000 and 80% DP Subject to re approval 
In an interview yesterday, SM proached by Fort Bonifacio De- 


Prime executive vice president velopment Corp. now largely SEX 
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The Jaguar X-TYPE with Traction 4 AWD. It Grips. 


Henry Sy Jr said that SM Prime owned by the Ayala and Campos 
was waiting forthe BCDA toissue groups, for any property sale. The art of performance JAGUAR 
the terms of reference for the sale The Ayala group itself, through its 


or lease of that property in Fort Ayala Land Inc, is a competitor of | Jaguar Makati: ENZO Bid 
e 1 g., 399 Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City, Tel. 897-8888, E-mail. sales@jaguar.com.ph 
Bonifacio. ‘SM Prime in the field of mall devel- Jaguar Ortiga: 88 ADB Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City, Ta 633-0185, E-mail. gee x 


‘Typically, Sy said, SM Prime opment and operation in key cities | Jaguar Servic 3904 Quingua St.(near EDSA /Buendia), Mak: -7252; E- 3 
“cial Sy sid, SM Prime opment and operon in tey die e gua St( uendia), Makati City, Tel. 881-7252; E-mall, service ctr@jaguar.com.ph | 
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Shell Rimulo, ong premium. heavy duty oil na sadyang gawa para’ sa. diesel engine., 
Tamang-tama ang lapot kaya kayang abutin at protektahan hanggang kaloob-looban ng makina. 
Alam mong sigurado ang delivery kaya garantisado ang kita. Walang kakaba-kaba. Sige, subukan mol 


Shell Rimula. For longer oil life. Longer engine life. 
mumuca Aima 
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MOTOR VEHICLE OWNERS AND 
PRIVATE EMISSION TESTING CENTER (PETC) OPERATORS 


Pursuant to Republic Act 8749 (The Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999) and Its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR), a motor vehicle should 
first be tested for smoke emission ata Private Emission Testing Center (PETC) authorized by the Land Transportation Office (LTO) before it can be 
registered. An emission certificate, called Certificate of Emission Compliance (CEC), is issued to the motor vehicle that passed the emission test. 


The problem is some emission certificates are either fake or unauthorized. 


To stop the issuance of fake/unauthorized emission certificates, the LTO, pursuant to the Department of Transportation and Communications 
(DOTC) Order No. 2002-31 (Authorization of Private Emission Testing Centers), issued a Memorandum dated September 10, 2002 (Procedure 
for Authorization of Private Emission Testing Center), directing all PETCs to comply with the requirements therein, more specifically stated under 
Section 2.4 to wit: 


"Employment of an IT based data storing, retrieval system, which is capable of delivering a nationwide real time 
information and/or all other data that may be required by either DOTC or LTO.” 


On February 17, 2003, the LTO issued Memorandum Circular (MC) No. RTL-MC-03429 (Mandatory Validation of Emission Testing Results in the 
LTO-IT Project's System). The MC directs all duly accredited and authorized PETCs to ensure that all emission test results that they issue are 
officially registered and verified online, in real time through a facility that is integrated with the Motor Vehicle Registration System 
(MVRS) workflow of the LTO and its offices nationwide, through the LTO-Information Technology (LTO-IT) Project proponent. 


The MC also directs that all PETC applications for LTO authorization shall not be accepted without the required system integration with 
the LTO-IT Project. 


3. Commencing on March 10, 2003, LTO officii and employees in the National 

Capital Regen, Regions 3 and 4 skali wart accepting ein tent ret that can 

Be verified and auibantcatd i real timo / one under the LTO IT Project, in 
wth the subject Memoranda. 


cm H 
ow Ain tnis we wich Commencing on May S, 2003, all LTO oficials and employees shall writ 
i dotept only eninion ex reni tat sre verified und subbeniemed io real tne / 
on-line ander the LTO IT Project. 
MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. Jri3e-0Mg9 | 
ebruny 17,2003 . Since the real time PETC validation work step Inteyated with the MVRS of the 
LTO IT Project shall confirm and sore the her of the eran ten 
resi, all LTO we aino directed to sccep any Certe of Emission 
ee quate, Ca co ee E Geaplance CE fom Pom the Depsamen o Trade end Indunry Accredited 
ds and DOTCLTO. PETC, provided it hu tha ollowing information at 
(0) AN Regional, Director, Anis Regional Dinetoa, ‘ind ty Spin 12 «f tw DIVOOTC Set Aisne Order Ne » 
T Dar Oficera, wá Other Employes series, 


Pare, Thi Ofte 
dm - Tile (eg. "Ten Raport" or “Tes Conileat 
Mandatory Validation of Emission Testing Rents la the LTO Nae and addres o the Canter, 
IT Project Byte. Unique number of the test repart or cetifeate, 
Nae and address ofthe dien; 
Tdectitenion ofthe tet method wed, 
3 Departne Order No. 20021, the LTO layed the Description. condition, ed ambiguous ldentiicaion of the vel tented; 
Memorandum dated . Date of txt, 
Mening Conters (PETCA) wit the tated rug cmems. Mors spectesly, Section 24 of De dE ie FEN Ned 
the abject Menoranlum requiren, o quote T 
functions), and sigeatur() or ication ofthe 
"Employment of an IT based dete moring. ravieval system, wich is Nama). fusion) and (a) or equivalent identification o 


amis nwt ral bloraion slr person) aortng th test qur; and, 
perdiste T e dnd iremos othe eftt B th ren la ony to the em tne 


WHEREAS, LTO has undertaken and continues to implement the comprehensive LTO Memorandum Circular No, RTL MC4Y1413, as amended, and wil other previous 
modernization and computerization of ite rper or business processes by virtue of the imuse of LTO insofar as they are mconsistent with the provisions of this 
LTO Information Technology (I7) Project: Memorandum Circular, are hereby amended accordingly. 


NOW, THEREFORE, in view of the foregoing: all duly accredited and authorized PETC For your strict compliance. 
and all LTO officials and employses are hereby directed to comply with the folowing: 


1. Bective immediately, duly accredited sad authorized PETCY shall ensure that all 
emission tet resus Samed are registorod and venfied in realtime under a spem. 
Integrated with the Motor Vebigle Rugisinton System (MVRS) workflow of 
LTO and its offices nationwide, thnmgh the LTO IT Project Proponent — 
‘Siradcom Corporation. 


2. Effective February 27, 2003, ali pliculons for LTO authorization shall not be 
accepted without the required system vscgration with Ihe LTO IT Project 
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This facility is fully automated and ensures only one CEC for each vehicle registered thus eliminating 
fake/unauthorized CECs. 


Starting MAY 5, 2003, the LTO will strictly accept only emission certificates that can be verified and 
authenticated online, in real time, through the LTO-IT System. 


Avoid inconvenience when you register your motor vehicle. Make sure that your emission certificates are officially authenticated by the 
LTO-IT System. For your protection and peace of mind, your motor vehicle should be tested atthe following PETCs linked to the LTO-IT 
System: 

€ er rer irr nr °° 7 1c a a en Reman St Eaton ee, pne Pange 


are? Movies 0 aces esegue Gene ears 
2. automati Prat Corporation, ssion [o s Domngs sor Remo St, Quezon GIy EA 


4. KON Emision Testing Cantar 
vain stp Corgi N- Bay Be. Navotas, M M. 
0 


pact Wis ee ay Seri. Sn Fai, angue 

LII 

|. GHQEMitionTevting Canter ne. 
Sensi cor S08 Gunna Arana 
Tu No Parana Cry 

‘9, mse Emission Testing Carter 
Vago San Rala Bulacan 
Tet Fo (oe4)o05 0847 

^40. MSSM Emissie Testing Centar 
“nets Suara Giy 
orined 


een NOTE More PETC® wl connect vary eoo. 


PROMOTE A POLLUTION-FREE ENVIRONMENT. STOP THE ISSUANCE OF FAKE AND UNAUTHORIZED EMISSION CERTIFICATES. 


PETC HOTLINES: 922-0301 LOCALS 307, 315, 341, 342 & 372 
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Congress wants AUV | «eene 


2 ASIATIC MEDICAL LABORATORIES, INCORPORATED takes the utmost 
] exceptions to the allegations aired against us over the ABS-CBN Channel 2's 14 minutes TV 

p er 0 remain Program MISSION X shown last Tuesday, April 22, 2003 at 11:30 P.M. 
We unconditionally warrant that these allegations are totally baseless and the concerned 


TR television program has only been misled by disgruntled former employee or employees of 
y Gil C. R GOLDQUEST BIOTECHNOLOGIES, INCORPORATED 
Cabacungan Jr. tr Citystate Savings Bank, Ino. Qi PO! motivated by malice 


SENATORS are threat- HOD rum ae ae CA The roving crew and cameraman of MISSION X entered the premises of ASIATIC 
ening to stall the pas- Statement of Condition As of March 26, 2003 MEDICAL LABORATORIES, ROOM 205 at 11:00 am. of April 21, 2003 without any 
sage of the proposed asses m appointment and started taking footages without any permission. What MISSION X claimed 
reforms in automotive | Sosro aangis Saat Orel Be | was proof of the purchase of expired chemical reagents was a green plastic bag which contains 4 
taxes unless the gov- | Pssst toms neesat 26740 4 Vicanto M Santiago, Jr. packs of properly sealed EDTA (ETHYLENE DIAMINE TETRA ACETATE) vacuum tubes 
emment agrees to | iieis sas sot Ont ones [n bearing the expiration dates of October 2004 (1 pack) and November 2004 (3 packs). Definitely 
maintain the tax i | aaeeea Ou) mae oreo 6. Sy | — they are not chemical reagents. The roving crew and cameraman did not bother to examine the 
EUM E. [setate »-— Ve contents of this plastic bag. After taking the footages, the roving crew asked the manager of 

ian utility vehicles. — | san, frares forum, ‘Antoni .Cabangon Cus ASIATIC MEDICAL LABORATORIES, INCORPORATED for her comments, She 


prends. VERE Eanan pn m j 
Sergio Osmeña M, | °" fesnowesicmuet me properly declined as she did not know the reason for their video coverage. We deeply regret thal 


perg 
RR cord 


chair ofthe committee es | MISSION X showed footages without giving us the opportunity to refute the unfounded and 
on banks and financial uasumes malicious charges against us. 

institutions, said AUVs | oenorsoososs mum 
wonhuptoP700000 | Sapos Eri 


ee | ae In its 33 years of exemplary and dedicated service as well as its concern for HUMAN 


eeno aa | eee HEALTH, ASIATIC MEDICAL LABORATORIES, INCORPORATED has NEVER 
e y have the | oacone banas ean f fi engaged itself in the purchase of “expired chemical reagents” as alleged by MISSION X. 100% 
highest local content | "+s Tre of the chemical reagents used in our laboratories are purchased from reputable multinational 
TOTALUABUTES 


among vehicle models Ne omni ects k CENE anies: ABBOTT LABORATORIES PHILIPPINES, ROCHE PHILIPPINES, 


(at least 40 percent) | cepacia Decor BIOCARE HEALTH RESOURCES, CYBERTEC CORPORATION, MARSMAN 
that would benefit lo- | fees" GAND D. Amold A. Cabangon DRYSDALE MEDICAL PRODUCTS. We assure our valued patients, clients and the general 
Bi aae geris dl eese MM eee public that the chemical reagents we purchase have passed the strict measures and requirements 
Ev = Torat LADIES &. pomen Qoaescume | | of QUALITY CONTROL of the BUREAU OF FOOD AND DRUGS (BFAD) and the 
ed d Par HC prin dt pL BUREAU OF HEALTH FACILITIES AND SERVICES (BHFS) in the Department of 
taxes because they | seeigtocanenms m e Health 


haveaseatingcapacty | musas arenen 2 
for at least 10 people. | Deieeney cams Recevana 3282 Benjamin V. Ramos What MISSION X did unfairly damaged the reputation of innocent people in 
However, if the auto- Osa. Guarantors upoan - Others eee LABORATORY MEDICINE. 
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were passed in CCoMpuiance wm — N 
Congress, the AUVs [rr ipu Um MISSION X owes the public an apology. 
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of 15 p "ade | img e RU To Our Valued Patients, Clients and the General Public, 
tax, which would push | OTHER FORMATION: CB Cxesie298) a OR REI THANK YOU for your utmost understanding. 


their sticker price clos- | wessemeememt, Eines THANK YOU for believing in our goals and our mission in Laboratory Medicine. 
er to PI million or be- | Gastecors done aes m THANK YOU for your steadfast support and for your believing that ASIATIC 
yond the reach of the | Sorsi man ke sone SERES D. alres A Cabangon 


TEE Eu peu MEDICAL LABORATORIES, INCORPORATED has never been and will NEVER be 


ip eme NEL —— E Ain engaged in acts which are contrary to law and the standards of Laboratory Medicine. 
ous opposition by Os- | "o saiamos pouan wit Exec Vice Present 
mefia and other sena- | Magan TES es 


ius, the approval of | Le treo Sterne es ee rman tm n 


the state-backed Sen- (Spf) EDUARDO O. OLAVARIO (504) 0. ALFRED A CABANGON THE PATHOLOGIST, MANAGEMENT, AND STAFF OF ASIATIC MEDICAL 
ate Bill No. 2157 is like- as eaaa 5 NOUS Ve DH AY NEC a LABORATORIES, INCORPORATED 
ly to take longer than | saei is me mor mescone Capit 1300059 amina E T) 
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force the government | reoconob.vuuarena, JR NOTARY PUBL UNT DeC 3, 8P NO S725 PTRIO. 103482 
to withdraw the auto- | Gee e 18: Papena 4 Boko 1t, Senes ot2003 a : PAID ADVT. 


motive tax reforms. 
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Siding and Double-Folced Rearseats 


The freedom to be where your heart leads is the essence of the journey. Matrix lets you follow. 
d keep your travel essentials zed + SLIDING AND DOUBLE-FOLDED REAR 
keeping passengers rela XTRA HEADROOM - High roof 
e 1 GREATER VISIBILITY - Low sloping hood and expansive windscreen pr 
INNOVATIVE GAUGE s and controls ar y positioned and organized for easier viewing and operation * 
badge of distinct s: ie most beautiful automotive creations ever. 
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Former nun helps people 
discern their ‘calling’ 


" By Cecile G. Garcia in Career Development from De mon dilemma. Baricaua applied ment. "When the client is con- 
la Salle University, and is the principles of career develop- fused, I bring in the spiritual di- 
THELMA Geraldine A. Baricaua presently working on a doctoral ment in her life and saw its bene- mension,” claims Baricaua. 
wasamunforalmosttwodecades. program in Personnel and Hu- fits, which eased the transition. Tes essential for the consultant 
But a heart condition led her to mam Resources Management at or counselor to have good diagnos- 
leave her religious calling and in- the University of Sto. Tomas. “I Career development tic or analytical skills. “He must be 
stead help people discern theirs by believed the best way to establish Fortunately for other profes- persuasive because he should be 
providing career development myself was to have credentials,” sionals, career development has able to convince the client of what 
consultancy services. says Baricaua, whose involve- gained wider acceptance. “We is best for him,” says the consul- 
Baricaua is a senior consultant mentin career development goes started by propagating the con- tant, adding that a consultant is 
of Career Systems, Inc (CSI), a back to the days cept in supposed to be there for keeps. “He 
consultancy company specializ- when she was a schoolssince must have a long-term commit- 
ing in career development. She nunandserved as — students ment to the client and should be a 
has been with CSI for 20 years, assistant dean of CAREER | were al- partofhis history" she says. 
having joined it in 1983 when it the College of Lib- ready fami- _ 
was first founded by Josie Santa- eral Arts, andas TALES iar with ca- Spiritual foundation 
maria. She and Santamaria were guidance director reer guid- When feeling lost, Baricaua 
pioneers, good friends who of St. Pauls Col- ance, We or- turns to her faith, to her spiritu- 
shared the same interests and a lege, Q.C. ganized ality, which is clearly the under- 
common career. ‘She was 17 and yearly con- pinning of her existence, keep- 
‘The two thought of themselves in 3rd year college when Bari- ferences for guidance counselors ing her above the fray of every- BARICAUA 
as trailblazers because they were caua entered the convent and nationwide,” says Baricaua. day life. Purposeful and deter- 
starting something that was most- stayed for 19 years. Those were Her mission, Baricaua points mined, she says she has always 
iy about human resources. In happy fulfilling years, up until outistohelppeoplediscemheir been service-oriented and that “Im happy whenever I help When she decided to follow a dif- 
1977, they founded the Career the time she developed a heart calling and to assist them in plan- service has always been a prima- someone get over a crisis, when ferent path, it did not mean that 
Development Association of the condition, which according to ning their careers. “They come to ry motivation. In a way, she car- someone confused is enlightened she had changed as a person. 
Philippines, of which shes past her, came about when she started us because they feel they have to ries this out more tangibly byde- and when I can help them shape Deep down, she is the same, Her 
president, Career development feeling burnt-out. She had been besuretheyreontherightcareer voting partofher time toa group their future.” Perhaps because of purpose and her mission remain 
‘vas a new field. “It was exciting. helping relocate some 200 fami- path. They undergo a process whichshe helped organized back her calling, her sense of service, the same. Perhaps at heart, she is 
But we knew it would be hard. We lies from a sugar plantation in wherein we explore their needs, in 1988-the Vocation Affirma- Baricaua sees and defines happi- stilla nun. Baricaua explains, “It 
knew we would meet resistance in Dumaguete. motivations, internal barriers, tion Program. She recounts, ness only in these terms. In the was merely a change of garb, 
selling the idea,” says Baricaua. "The transition from the struc- amd personality types. An honest “When Iwas in the convent, Ire- same token, she believes success (Listen to Ms. Baricaua share 
5 tured environment of the religious counselor can pinpoint areas of alized that nuns and priests are means combining job and mis- her experiences on career develop- 
Credentials order to life outside could have growth, and an honest assess- particularly vulnerable to sion, and being good at both. ment in People at Work Live! Semi- 
‘The veteran consultant holds a been more difficult for Baricaua. ment can give the client more midlife crisis. We help them deal As far as everything goes, Bari- nar Series on Career Development 
degree in AB Philosophy from St. There is no question that people self-awareness,” she explains. withitby way ofthis group.” caua has no regrets. “Being anun Strategies on May 27, 28, and 29. 
Louis University and an MA in undergo change or transition. Ideally, this scientific method is At the moment, Baricaua sur- was a phase in my life," she re- For more information, call 897- 
Guidance and Counselling, major Changing careers is not an uncom- combined with spiritual discern- rounds herself with simple joys. marks. “This is another phase.” 8808 local 554.) 


‘I want to work in HR’ 


By Tita Datu Puangco ganizational development for devote to recruitment and train- 
their HR people. MCE ing, as well as on the additional 
TVE been doing administrative I am a communication arts courses you have taken? You 


functions for the past ten graduate with MBA and I have oe know the art of interviewing. 
years, such as recruitment of attended training programs e- FOR THE Simulate with a friend and learn 
personnel administration, and seminars concerning HR, ANXIOUS PERSON how you can highlight your 
maintenance of plant and such as recruitment, conduct- ‘AT Work strengths and neutralize your 
equipment, and purchasing. ing performance appraisal, and weaknesses. 
Having been exposed to hu- laborrelations. How canI goto human behavioral backgrounds $ 
man resource (HR) functions HR? Do you think it is not too are preferred. Techniques 
such as recruitment, I have late for me to shift in HR, ast” At 30, you have the right level 
come to realize thatan HRjob am already in my 30s? Please Assets of maturity to pursue the job. The 
is what I really want. Inter- help me. Thank you and God Your solid administration challenge may not be in terms of 
viewing, screening, and con- bless! background can in fact be an as- age or background. You may not 
ducting training and seminars HRAspirant set. You have a communications be using the proper techniques to 
really fascinate me. I really de- background. | have a similar land a human resource job. Let 
sire to shift to HR. However, Ifyou look at the background background. My original degree me share with you some tech- 
there is a very slim chance for of successful human resource was in journalism. If you will re- niques. First, inquire from your 
meto getintoHRin my present practitioners in the roster of the view your course, you will note friends and relatives if they know 
job since our company has lim- Personnel Management Associa- that you have considerable units of vacancies in their place of 
ited need for HR staff. Our tion of the Philippines, the pre- inhuman and audience behavior. work. 
company is also presently mierHRorganization today, you These courses have given youal- Two, join professional organi- 
downsizing. will notice a great variety of so a deep understanding of the zations of human resource practi- 
I have been applying with backgrounds in terms of the human factor So, be confident tioners. You can join PMAP or the 
other companies but since my starting point of their careers. that you in fact possess the other more specialized field like Force television program on RPN (yg, Pangeo is CEO and 
exposure is in the administra. Practitioners come from law, ad- knowledge needed to handle a the Organization Development that I host every Sunday or read president of Ancilla En- 
tion function, Ieannotconvince ministration, accountancy, com- human resource job. Professionals Network, and the PDI's Job Market or listen to Peo- ferprise Development 
them that, although Ihave lim- munications, production, etc. Then, take a look at the way others in training, compensation pleat Work sa DZRH. All these re- Consulting. Send com- 
ited experience inHR, giventhe Typically, of course, because of you write your resume. Does it orlaborrelations. This allowsyou sources provide you information ments feedback or re- 
chance, | can do the HR job the need for deep understand- pigeon hole you because it fo- toupgradeyourknow how. Atthe on jobs. Then, writing this letter quem, for adr 
well. Also, most companies are ing of human behavior required cuses on your administration sametimethe powerisinthenet- may just interest a reader whose pstra o rna vis 
looking for graduates of psy- of the job, those with back- competencies? Why not high- work of people who can provide company wants to give you a 


cillaedc.com.ph orf 
chology, human behavior oror- ground in psychology and other light the time and energy you you leads. Watch also the Work- break. Take care and God bless! fixo S220 ^ 
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IUUSRATION BY ALBERT RODRIGUEZ. 


Are you stuck in an electronic traffic jam? 


DEAR WW: Last week, I re- lobster showed up again at make it to the end. Keep that in 
ceived over 300 email mes- lunch..and then again at din- mind next time you write an 
sages! I complained to my  ner.and then regularly on the email. Get to the point ASAR 
boss, who promptly told meto menu for the better part of a and make your message ASAP 
come up with recommenda- week. My friend tells me he has (as short as possible). This is es- 
tions to reduce the number of since come to terms with his pecially important now that 
emails sent within our compa- tour in Vietnam, but not with many people have software that 
ny. I don’t have a clue as to lobster. lets them scan the frst two lines 
what we can do about it. 3 To do so, ask your colleagues to of emails without opening the 
‘Stuck In An Electronic Right amounts consider the following ques- entire message. 
TrafficJam, So what's the connection be- tions. I've adapted them from Can you give it a better 
tween lobster and email? In the “Business Wisdom of the Elec- name? Emails give you room for 
Your letter reminded me ofan right amounts, they're both a tronic Elite” by Geoffrey James a “subject” or “headline,” and 
old friend’s Vietnam War story. delicacy. Trouble is, some peo- (Times Books, 1996). there's a reason. A well-chosen 
When his base became the tar- ple believe that if a litle is good, headline prepares the recipient 
get of a mortar attack, there thenalotmust be better. Sothey Need to know for what she's about to read. It 
were, thankfully, few casualties. serve it up in mammoth por-  Whoneedsit? Beforeemail,it tells the reader if the message 
But one thing that took a direct tions. actually took time and effort to really needs her time. And it 
hit was the compressor of the of- Minutes from commirtees we communicate. Imagine how gets your message a greater 
ficers’ club refrigerator. Well, didn't know existed, messages much email volume would drop chance of getting read. argument that everyone needs .that matter. 
the enlisted men thought they're from people we've never even if FYTing took more than the É to make his emailing more | (Mr Rosner is the author of 
prayers had been answered: at heard of . . . Finally, we get so touch of a "send" key? Before Strategic concerns strategic. “The Boss's Survival Guide,” Mc- 
dinner that night their plates bloated from the overload we you press that button, ask your- ^ Can you do an archeological Hopefully, after they've read Graw Hill 2001, and "Working 
were loaded with lobster The canonlysitaroundand groan. selfhonestly:"“doestherecipient dig in your inbox? Sort through YOU" recommendations, your Wounded,” Warner 2000, a 
next morning, lobster was Weil, congratulations. Your really need to see this?” your email to determine how Colleagues will be less generous speaker and founder of the 
nestling amidst their powdered boss has handed you the man- Can you condense it? You much of itis unnecessary, then when they dish out email. But award-winning Working Wound- 
eggs. date to create Overemailers know why journalists put the share your results with your col- tell them if they do, they canal- edcom  &  RetenronEvange. 
fie situation began to seem Anonymous You can now put most important stuff upfront? leagues. This should provide WAYS send a question or com. Mein e USA. amail Sette, 
less sublime, however, when your company on an email diet. Because most people never powerful ammunition to your Ment to Working Walden for bob@workingwounded.com.) 
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for Jollibee 


THE BREAKFAST stopover at Jollibee Ur- 
daneta was worthwhile for Baby de Jesus, 54, 
as it brought her a passage towards winning a 
million pesos in the recently concluded "Bee a 
Millionaire" promo. Baby, her husband and 
her friends were on their way to Baguio to 
join the revelry of the Penagbenga Festival 
when they decided to drop by a Jollibee store 
to fill their empty stomachs. 

"I didn't expect that my name would be 
picked from the rest of the entries. It was 
my only entry for Bee a Millionaire. I fre- 
quent Jollibee a lot to feast on their Pal- 
abok Fiesta. But I had never bothered to 
claim the Bee a Millionaire coupons 1 was 
entitled to get because I was always on a 
rush. At that time when we stopped at Ur- 
daneta, my friend persuaded me to join 
the raffle promo. Ince we still had time to 
spare, I decided o drop in my entry,” De Je- 
sus revealed. 

Baby maintained that her current fortune is 
a blessing to her life. A retired employee, she 
runs a computer shop in Bulacan. But last De- 
cember, something unexpected happened 
that had brought damage to her small busi- 
ness, 

"My computer shop was ransacked. 
Unidentified men took all the computers and 
several other equipments. I had to set up 
again to retain my customers. It was frustrat- 
ing but I don't want to harbor adverse feelings 
about the incident. So I just prayed and trust- 
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Editor Aries Espinosa 


A million-peso stopover 


winner 


‘THE JOLLIBEE mascot 
and officials award 'Bee. 
a Millionaire’ winner Ba- 
by de Jesus (center). 
She is flanked by (from 
left) Ditas Mendoza, 
marketing services 
‘manager, Inez Reyes, 
VP for marketing, Ariel 
Cotaco, store shift man- 
ager, Pepot Minana, 
RBU head of north Lu- 
zon, Leila Acosta, oper- 
ations manager, Agnes 
Vistro, area manager, 
and Mahru Cirelos, 
store manager. 


ed in the Lord that 
there is a purpose for. 
everything. 

"Tapos, ngayon, 
sobra-sobra ang bi- 
nalik Niya sa akin, 
De Jesus said. 

"Nagpapasalamat 
ako sa Poong Mayka- 
pal at sa Jollibee sa 
biyayang ito. Sana 
lalo pang magbigay 
ang Jollibee ng mga 
papremyong tulad 
nito,” she continued. 

The March draw 
capped the Bee a Millionaire promo of Jol- 
libee, which is part of its 25th anniversary cel- 
ebration. Jollibee has lined up more surprises 
and treats that would bring fun and joy to 
countless Filipinos who continue to patronize 
Jollibee. "We have prepared activities for ev- 
eryone throughout the year. The Bee a Mil- 
lionaire is just one of our special offerings to 
our customers," said Pinky Laurena, Jollibee 
marketing manager. 

Keep yourself posted of Jollibee's latest 
promos. Visit your local Jollibee stores to 
know more about its latest offerings. You'll 
never know what surprise would be waiting. 
For sure, it would be something that would 
give you the "Feeling Jollibee...at 25, walang 
kasing sarap!" 


ROTARY GSE REPS OFF TO AUSTRALIA. 


The Rotary Club District 3370 presented its five offi- 
ial representatives to the Group Study Exchange 
(GSE) program in Perth, Wester Australia during i 
annual district conference in Baguio City. This year's 
GSE batch is composed of (from let) public official 
Dennis Carios (Meycauyan, Bulacan); educators Car- 
lo Vadil (Nueva Vizcaya) and Rose Bajan (Tuguegarao 
Ciy); top marketing executive Vince Reyes 
(Calumpit, Bulacan); and forester Jaime Venturina Jr 
(San Ildefonso, Bulacan). Also shown is GSE leader. 


KKP CORPORATE PLANING MEET 
Kaeser Kompressoren Phils. Inc. had just conclud- 
ed their corporate planning meeting, which was 
held at the Hotel Rembrandt March 6 to ín Quezon 
City. The meeting was presided by Benedict Chai, 
regional manager for Asia Pacific. Kaeser Kompres- 


Rotary past district governor Boy Valle Jr. (3rd from. 
left). The GSE is a 6-week educational program of the. 
Rotary Foundation of Rotary International, which 
aims to promote international understanding through 
‘an exchange of study teams composed of young 
professionals between paired districts in different 
‘countries. The Philippine group vill be privileged to. 
learn, immerse themselves in the cutture, as well as 
establish further camaraderie with their Rotarian 
counterparts in Australia, 


soren Phils. Inc. is a direct subsidiary of Kaeser 
Kompressoren, the globat compressed air solutions 
provider with more than 80 years experience. For 
more information, call 372-6642 and 415-8321, or 
log on to wwvekaeser.com. 


Diocese of Laoag 


[a 


P.O. Box 12, 2900 Laoag City, Ilocos Norte 


Philippines 


Telephone Numbers (077) 7705210 / 7720002 / 7720233 
Fax Number (077) 7721805 


Invitation 


The Diocese of Laoag, through the office of 


the Bishop, invites 


interested investors/ 


contractors to develop a 4 or 5-storey 


commercial building wi 


ith address corner of F.R. 


Castro Avenue and Nolasco Streets covering a 
total land area of 1,462 (one thousand four 
hundred sixty two) square meters under the 
Build, Operate and Transfer (BOT) Scheme. The 


site is right at the heart 
district. 


of the city’s commercial 


Interested parties may contact Rev. Franklin 
Gorospe at the aforementioned address/ 


telephone numbers. 
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Journey to the Safari 


YOUR kids don't need to go as far as the outback from Down Under or 
the jungles of untamed Africa to enjoy a safari escapade. Let your kids 
hang on to their seats because Jollibee is bringing the backwoods ad- 
venture right into their hands through the Jolly Kiddie Meal Jungle 
Journey. 

This new Jolly Kiddie Meal collection is a sure way to make play- 
time more fun and creative. Your kids will discover the wild animals 
with Jollibee, Hetty, Popo and Yum. It is a wild ride as Jollibee takes 
them through the jungle journey. Winding up Jollibee's vehicle will let 
the expedition begin. But there's no need to panic. Some of the ani- 
mals are not too menacing like the elephant that Hetty feeds. What's 
more, Popo shows that a camera comes in handy in preserving jungle 
moments as he takes snapshots of the lion as it roars. Cap this through 
a share of laughter with Mr. Yum as he observes a monkey's silly antics, 
swinging up and downa tree. 

These toys come with every Jolly Kiddie Meal of your kids choice: 
Regular Yum, Jolly Hotdog, Spaghetti Special, and Chickenjoy. Hurry. 


aespinosaGinqurercom ph 


Make your children discover the fun and excitement of the Jungle Journey minus the sunburns and heat waves. Add 
more color to their summer and complete their safari adventure collection with a "Feeling Jollibee. walang kasing 


sarap!" 


Training Tausug 
Youth 


START 'em young. 

Young Tausugs battle for new acquisitions- 
not arms, but knowledge as an innovative 
Leadership Training Seminar (LTS) was for- 
mally launched by the Young Moro Profes- 
sionals (YMP) Network Inc., in coordination 
with the Sulu Provincial Government, Phil 
Councilors League Sulu and Sangguniang 
Kabataan Federation March 1 and 2 at the Su- 
lu Panlalawigan Hall, Jolo. 

Sanggunian Kabataan (SK) and other se- 
lect youth leaders from Sulu converged in Jo- 
lo fora training that engaged the 40 youths in 
concepts of management, Islamic leadership 
and law. 

The pioneering and pilot project aims to in- 
still concepts of making professional the gov- 
ernance in the ARMM region, which hosts the 
poorest barrios in the country. The YMP ex- 
tended the leadership seminar to another pro- 
gram in a Jolo secondary school for students 
in a Study Smart Seminar, which aims to en- 
courage teenagers to take up college degrees. 

Trainers and resource persons from the 
YMP are Sulu Board Member Edil Baddiri, 
Ayesah Abubakar (AIM graduate), John Musa 
(AIM graduate), Jehanne Mutin (USAid), Ja- 
mal Amin (an entrepreneur) and Samira Ali 
Gutoc (National Youth Parliament Alumni As- 
sociation). 

YMP plans to launch another LTS in the Is- 
lamic City of Marawi in coordination with the 
local government, 


Successful bar examinee 

JOMAR Alyzar A. Bett of the University of San 

‘Agustin Cotege of Law in loo City hurded the 2002 Bar 
Examinations. He is the eldest son of Joefene Betita of Po- 

totan, Hollo and Maria Alvarez of Caries, lloilo. He took his oath 
or admission to the bar together with the other successful exami- 
nees before the Supreme Court en banc last March 19 at the PICC. 


Andrean golf tourney 2003 

GRADUATES of High School Batch 1978 of Saint Andrew's School of Paranaque 
City will be organizing the first ever golf tournament titled "Para Kay San Andres- 
Charity Golf Tournament" for the improvement of schoo! factities. All Andreans are 
Invited to join the event to be held on May 9 at the Philippine Navy Golf Club, Fort 
Bonifacio, Makati. Tee-off time is from 6 a.m. to 8 am. Major sponsor of the game 
is Paranaque Mayor Joey P. Marquez. Proceeds of this tournament will be used for 
the upgrading of the schoo! facilites and equipment. Interested alumni can call 
Nonoy Somilo at 776-7606 and 0917-8179532 and Rey Vilarubin at 0918- 
9006396. 


SM Mega sale starts 

SM Megamall Ortigas and SM City Cagayan de Oro will hold a grand 3-day sale on 
May 2, 3 and 4. The 3-day sale offers up to 50 percent price breaks on great selec 
tions matiwide. Shoppers at SM Megamatt Ortigas and SM City Cagayan de Oro will 
be treated to choice buys and great deals on groceries, apparel, toys, infart essen- 
tals, home furishings and more With the wide array of tems avalabe at terrific 
savings, your shopping money wil defintely go along way. Mat hours are from 10 
am. to 10 p.m. for SM Megamall Ortigas and from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. for SM City 
Cagayan de Oro. 


BVANHS alumni grand reunion 

BENIGNO V. Aldana National High School (formerly Pozorrublo High School) in 
Pozzorubio, Pangasinan wäl hold tha biggest ever Alumni Grand Reunion (AGR) on 
May 2 and 3 at the school campus. AI Alumni from Ciass 1947 to 2003 are inva, 
Tre reunion wi celebrate the schools 57ih anniversary wih the theme "Bringing 
Back the Missing Link... The Alumni’, interested parties can call Elvira Mendoza at 
0920-5032804, Verina Almerol at 0918-7421288 or the batch coordinators. , 


PFIZER LOVING CARE AT CLARET 


The SunSmart Kids School To 
School Tour recently visited the 
kindergarten department of Claret 
School in UP Village, Quezon City. 
The activity is a project of Pfizer 
Loving Care (PLC) and Events Plus 
in collaboration with the Depart- 
ment of Health and the Philippine 
Children's Medical Center. Kids 
participated in the fun-filled activity 
and brought home lots of surprises 
from PLC. Highlight of the program 
was the storytelling session where- 
in kids listened to the exciting 
beach adventure of the SunSmart 
Kid 'Mira' and her firefly friend 
"Ting'. Comprehensive educational 


modules like activity booklets were 
given away to all the kids at the end 
of the program. Pfizer Loving Care 
is a line-up of reliable products that 
helps mothers take care of their 
kids better. This includes Caladryl, 
Bonamine, Terramycin and Desi 

All proven to be the gentle yet effec- 
tive cure for your child's minor 
cuts, rashes, skin irritations, aller- 
gies and mation sickness. Shown is 
Dr. Cecille Nieva, pediatrician and 
pulmonologist from the Philippine 
Children's Medical Genter (seated) 
with kindergarten students of 
Claret School during the story- 
telling session. 


Savor the moment 
YOU ARE what you drink. With the advent of s0- 
dnte nome ha none ar ui 
for good, quality spirits. One of the more sophis- 
ticated, suave preferences Is that of brandy. 
tein b etn d notae Qnod 
company and the reward of a job well done, The 
Panbo ite wort wer oe. pra 
duced and commercially distributed by the 
Domecq Family in the town of Jerez, Spain In the 
1800s. Its discovery of the Solera System in 
etae ilis aim puten for 
decree. 

The passion for a unique, premium blend led tha. 
les anl t mé s nay atta 
Since the 1920s, Carlos ! has been recognized 
worldwide as the best of Familia Domecq 
brandies, 

The moment when everything falls effortlessly ^ 
into place is what Is known as the Carlos | mo- 
a ise cl cong ean 
calm. And like all the best things life has to offer, 
Tavern rhy oor 
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'SINGAPORE—Asian stocks 
soared on Tuesday, scoring their 
biggest gains since the run-up to 
the Iraq war, as battered airline 
shares surged on hopes the SARS 

s Outbreak had peaked. 

Strong US company results al- 
w30 contributed to gains of three 
© percent in Hong Kong and Singa- 
„pore stock benchmarks and five 
percent in South Korea, where. 
easing tensions with North Korea 
"were another driver. Japan was 
closed for a public holiday. 
‘Australia’s Qantas Airways Ltd., 
Hong Kong's Cathay Pacific Air- 

‘brways Ltd. and Korean Air Line re- 
bounded more than seven percent 
after tumbling in recent weeks as 


SARS scared off travellers. 
"We are covering short positions 
On stocks we sold because of 


VC CEF Brokerage in Hong Kong, 
where the Hang Seng Index was up 
3.2 percent at midday. 

Oil prices slipped to five- 
month lows on ample supplies, 
"while the dollar held steady as 
the US stock rally and weak Ger- 
man economic data cooled de- 
mand for the euro. 

A broad measure of Asian 
shares, the MSCI Asia Pacific ex- 
Japan Free Index, was up 2.7 
percent at 0600 GMT, its biggest 
gain since the United States is- 


NZ says EU reform 
needed to save talks 


~_PARIS—New Zealand, a leading 
member of the free farm trade 
Caims Group, on Monday called 
on the European Union to reform 
its agricultural subsidy system to 
save stalled world trade talks 
launched in late 2001 in Doha. 
New Zealand's Trade and Farm 
Minister Jim Sutton, visi 
Paris, said that the EU's 40-bi 
lion-euro a year Common Agri- 
Cultural Policy (CAP) was the 
"biggest single obstacle" to 
progress in the talks, which are 
due to wrap up in 2005 but have 
w'made scant progress so far. 
‘An end-March deadline for an 
“outline to farm trade talks has been 
"missed and with the world's major 
powers still at odds over the US-led 
war on Iraq, fears are mounting 
"that a new World Trade Organiza- 
tion (WTO) deal to lower trade 
barriers and boost the flagging 
^i ‘global economy could fail. 

“It is very difficult to see any 
successful outcome to the Doha 
Round unless Europe embraces 
sufficient agricultural reform," 
Sutton told a news conference. 

Sutton is among top trade ne- 

* 'gotiators who have gathered in 


Paris for several days of annual 
meetings organized by the Orga- 
nization for Economic Co-opera- 
tion and Development. 

‘Among them are EU Trade 
Commissioner Pascal Lamy and 
US Trade Representative Robert 
Zoellick. 

Sutton said Europe had to 


its farm export subsidies with a 
view to eliminating them, and 
there had to be big cuts in trade- 
distorting domestic subsidies. 
The EUS latest proposals on 
shaking up its farm subsidies 
have run into traditionally fierce 


opposition from France, the- 


blocs agricultural powerhouse. 
Paris, fearing an end to lucrative 
subsidies, wants to delay refo 
until after 2006. 

EU members are heading for a 
major showdown at a farm mi 
isters’ meeting in June, the sel 
imposed deadline for a deal, just 
a few months ahead of a key 
WTO ministerial meeting in 
Mexico in September that is sup- 
posed to set the agenda for the 
second half of the overall trade 
round negotiations. Reuters 


sued its pre-war ultimatum to 
Iraq on March 18. That was just 
after the WHO sounded a world- 
wide health alert on SARS. 

“Pirst, the US market was 
strong overnight. People are also 
using the reason that the World 
Health Organisation has indicat- 
ed that the SARS has peaked in 
Singapore," said Tan Choon Hoe, 
senior fund manager at AIB Gov- 
ett (Asia) in Singapore. The is- 
land's Straits Times Index was up 
3.0 percent in early afternoon 
trade. 

The World Health Organiza- 
tion said on Monday the SARS 
Outbreak had peaked in Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Vietnam and 


Young women walk past a huge picture on a building advertising a new shop of the French brand 
‘Chanel at aTokyo shopping district. European luxury fashion brands such as Chanel, Cartier, 
Ferragamo and Gucci will open their new big shops in the area despite Japan's slack economy. as? 


Canada. It remained concerned 
about China, where shares fell 
on uncertainty over whether reg- 
ulators would impose an extend- 
ed market holiday to curb the 
spread of SARS. 

Asian stocks were also lifted by 
big gains in US shares after solid 
results from blue chips McDon- 
ald's Corp. and Procter & Gamble 
Co. sparked optimism for a re- 
bound in the US economy. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Av- 
erage finished up two percent at 
8,471.61, its biggest rally since 
April 2. The Nasdaq Composite 
Index advanced 1.9 percent to 
1,462.24. 

South Korean stocks closed up 
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five percent, their biggest gain in 
three weeks, helped by news that 
North Korea had offered to scrap 
its nuclear weapons in return for 
concessions from the United 
States. Shares rose 1.5 percent in 
Taiwan and 1.1 percent in Aus- 
tralia. 

But worries about SARS re- 
mained. WHO officials said its 
warning to travellers against vis- 
iting Hong Kong was likely to re- 
main in place for at least another 
few weeks and the SARS out- 
break was intensifying in China. 

“We are so close with China ge- 
ographically and economically. If 
the situation is not brought under 


‘Asian shares fly as easing SARS fears lift airlines 


ness here,” said Frederick Tsang, 
research director at China Ever- 
bright Group in Hong Kong. 

Oil extended its losing streak, 
weighed down by worries over am- 
ple supplies after an OPEC produc- 
tion agreement offered little in the 
way of real cuts in output. 

US light crude slid three quar- 
ters of a percent to $25.30 a bar- 
rel, around its lowest since 
November 

The euro was hovering under 
$1.1000, little changed from 
late US trade, after falling from. 
anear four-year high of $1.1078 
on Monday following weaker 
than expected German econom- 


control there, it will affect busi- icdata. 
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Japan mulls 
ways to rescue 
stock market 


TOKYO The Japanese government is consid- 
ering putting together emergency measures 
next week to shore up stocks prices after the key 
index of the Tokyo Stock Exchange fell to anew 
two-decade low, reports said Tuesday. 

The leading proposal is to reinforce the 
Bank Shareholdings Purchase Corp., a gov- 
emmental body set up to purchase shares 
from banks, the Nihon Keizai and Yomiuri 
newspapers said. 

The government and ruling parties are con- 
sidering temporarily scrapping a requirement. 
that banks pay a fee of eight percent of the. 
selling price of shares bought by the body, 
they said without naming sources. 

The mass-circulation Yomiuri said another 
idea being proposed is to increase the govern- 
ment's investment in stocks through the mas- 
sive pool of postal savings and insurance. 

The Nihon Keizai business daily said the 
temporary abolition of the requirement for 
the banks to pay fees to the purchase body 
could last for one to two years. 

Supporters of the idea believe the aboli- 
tion of the fees would encourage banks to 
make more use of the special corporation. 
Its share purchases have so far totaled only 
220 billion yen ($1.8 billion) since February 
last year, it said. 
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US regulators finalize $1.4-B Wall St. s 


"WASHINGTON/NEW YORK—US mar- 
ket regulators unveiled final terms on 
Monday of a record $1.4-billion settle- 
ment with Wall Street’s major broker- 
ages over biased company research and 
said probes continued into the conduct 
of senior executives at the investment 
banks, 

‘Ten top financial firms, while admit- 
ting no wrongdoing, agreed to pay to set- 
tle allegations that analysts issued slant- 
ed reports—mainly during the 1990s 
technology and  telecommunications 
stock bubble—to curry favor with corpo- 
rate managers and gain investment 
banking business. 

Marking the end of a star system. 
among Wall Street analysts, the settle- 
ment banned two former bright lights 
from the securities industry for life—ex- 
Merrill Lynch & Co. Internet analyst 
Henry Blodget and Jack Grubman, once 
the top telecommunications analyst at 
the Salomon Smith Barney brokerage 
unit of financial giant Citigroup Inc. Mer- 
rill, Citigroup and Swiss-owned Credit 
Suisse Group's CSFB settled charges of 
securities fraud in the agreement, said 
Securities and Exchange Commission 


a ad 


Chair William Donaldson at a news con- 
ference. 

The three, along with seven other 
firms—including Goldman Sachs 
Group and Morgan Stanley—also set- 
tled lesser charges of breaking market 
rules and agreed to a set of structural 
reforms to make analysts more inde- 
pendent. 

Donaldson said the SEC and other 
government agencies continued to 
look into the conduct of senior broker- 
age executives who managed the ana- 
lysts. 

“Ies an ongoing issue with us in terms 
of supervision," he told Reuters in an in- 
terview after the news conference. 

New York Attorney General Eliot 
Spitzer said, "There will be further ac- 
tions against individuals linked to ana- 
lyst conflicts of interest and other related 
‘wrongdoing. My office continues several 
investigations, as does the SEC and 
NASD.” 

Spitzer, who led early probes of ana- 
lyst misconduct, hailed the settlement as 
an “inflection point" in market history re- 
sembling the Progressive Era reforms of 
the early 1900s. 


Merrill’s Komansky 


d 
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Securities and Exchange Commission Chair William Donaldson (left), National 
Association of Securities Dealers Chair and CEO Robert Glauber (center) and New 
York Stock Exchange Chair Richard Grasso listen to a question by a reporter during 
an SEC briefing to announce a $1 4-billion settlement against Wall Street 
investment banks in Washington. neues 


But Iowa Republican Sen. Charles settlement, said it "looks like half a loaf.” 
Grassley, who has been hammering the Grassley said he was concerned the 
SEC on tax and insurance aspects of the brokerages might be able to deduct “one- 


third or more” of their $1.4 billion pay- 
ment from their taxes and get insurers to 
cover some of the bill $ 

“What the firms are bragging about, 
this $1.4 billion, ends up being a lot less 
than $1.4 billion,” Grassley said. That's a 
slap on the wrist, not a real punishment." 
The SEC publicly released about 3,000 
pages of memos, e-mails and court 
records in announcing the settlement, 
which was filed with the courts for re- 
view. = 

Plaintiffs’ lawyers were expected to! 
begin poring over the evidence and soon 
unleash a new wave of civil litigation, 
which could cost investment banks far 
more than the settlement itself, said 
plaintiffs lawyers. 

Other brokerages involved in the set 
tlement included Bear Stearns, Lehmari 
Brothers, J.P Morgan Chase, the Piper 
Jaffray unit of US Bancorp and the UBS 
Warburg unit of UBS AG. 2 2 

“We are talking about tens of billions 
of dollars in future settlements here,” 
said Thomas Ajamie, a plaintiff's atto 
ney who won a record $429-million arbi? 
tration award against a PaineWebbef, 
broker in 2001. Reuters. 

wo 


Stock market data show conflicts of interest. 


NEW YORK—David Komansky, 
a Wal! Street veteran who rose 
through the ranks to become 
chairman of giant brokerage 
Merrill Lynch & Co., stepped 
down on Monday at Merrill's 
annual meeting, after spend- 
ing 35 years at the firm. 
Komansky's departure, long 
expected, leaves Chief Execu- 
tive Stan O'Neal alone at the 
helm o£ Merrill, which current- 
ly has $1.1 trillion in assets. 
"David Komansky has been 
one of the major contributors to 
the financial community's 
progress throughout the world 
during his tenure at Merill 
Lynch,” said John Gutfreund, 
‘who ran investment bank Sa- 


retires after 35 years 


lomon Brothers in the 1980s. 

Komansky, who kept a pic- 
ture of the tenement building 
in which he grew up hanging 
inside his office, worked his 
way through a number of posi- 
tions at Merrill before being 
named president and chief op- 
erating officer in 1995. He took 
over as CEO in December 
1996. 

It was a great run,” Koman- 
sky told Reuters after the meet- 
ing. However, he acknowledged 
that 2002 was a rough year. 

"This past year was a difficult 
year to be in business for our 
company our clients and our in- 
dustry” he told shareholders 
Reuters 


NEW YORK—New York State Attorney Gener- 
al Eliot Spitzer and other regulators dumped 
hundreds of pages of evidence into the public. 
domain on Monday, providing an inside view 
of how stock analysts worked hand in glove 
with bankers to win business. 

Reports covering investigations into 10 in- 
vestment banks that signed onto a $1.4-bil- 
lion Wall Street research settlement aim to 
show that stock analysts often lied to in- 
vestors to win business for their firms. 

The reports are laced with exchanges like 
this one between a UBS Warburg sales man- 
ager and one of its telecommunications ana- 
Iysts: "The sales force is extremely frustrated 
with your research” and for “having lost hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars for people,” the 
sales manager complained in an e-mail. 

The analyst responded that he'd never is- 
sue a "hold" rating on a stock unless, “1) If I 
believe the company is about to go bankrupt; 
(or) 2) If there is no investment banking busi- 
ness to be had there." 

In another e-mail, a Lehman Brothers ana- 


during the meeting. 


Boeing chairman defends 
performance in tough times 


CHICAGO- Boeing Co. Chairman and Chief 
Executive Phil Condit, facing shareholders at 
the company's annual meeting on Monday, 
was unable to promise a turnaround anytime 
soon in the downtrodden commercial avia- 
tion sector. 

But he maintained that the world’s largest 
commercial jet manufacturer is far better off 
today than had it never diversified into other 
businesses, particularly military contracting, 
starting in 1996. 

Boeing shares have plunged 37 percent 
since the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks that sent the 
aviation sector into an unprecedented down- 
turn. But Condit defended the company’s 
2002 performance in the face of many chal- 
lenges. 

“Our financial results in 2002 were good 
‘considering the downturn,” he told share- 
holders, Net income before accounting 
changes fell 18 percent in 2002 to $2.32 bil 


lion, while revenue fell 7 percent to $54 bil- 
Hon. 

The latest travail to impact the commercial 
aviation sector is the deadly viral disease 
called Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or 
SARS, which is depressing air travel in Pacific 
Rim, particularly to and within China and 
Hong Kong. 

“SARS is still an unknown," Condit told re- 
porters at a briefing after the shareholder 
meetings. 

The blow to international travel due to 
SARS and the conflict in Iraq built on woes in 
the US airline industry stemming from the 
Sept. 11 attacks and the weakened US econo- 
my 

The industry's challenges have naturally 
had a big impact on Chicago-based Boeing, 
which derived 53 percent of its revenue 
last year from commercial airplanes. 

Reuters 


Global chip sales growth slows 


SAN FRANCISCO—Global semiconductor 
sales growth slowed in March, prompting a 
chip trade group on Monday to lower its fore- 
cast for 2003. 

‘The US-based Semiconductor Industry As- 
sociation lowered its chip industry forecast to 
10 percent to 15 percent growth this year, 
from a forecast of nearly 20 percent growth 
and second-quarter growth of 3.5 percent to 
5.5 percent. 

"The 2002 forecast is still more bullish than 
predictions from analysts, who are looking for 
growth of from 5 percent to the low teens in 
general. 

The trade group dismissed many of the 
concerns that chip industry watchers see as 
potentially derailing growth in the second 
half, including inventory build-up and Severe 


Acute Respiratory Syndrome. 

“The recovery that has been under way 
for 15 months, did have a pause in February, 
but bounced back in March,” George 
Scalise, president of the SIA, said in a con- 
ference call. 

“Increased demand and slightly lower in- 
ventory should bode well for this market 
place. We still anticipate corporate PC up- 
grade cycle buying." 

Worldwide chip sales in March were 
$12.13 billion, up 2.6 percent from Febru- 
ary, and up 13 percent year over year, ac- 
cording to the World Semiconductor Trade 
Statistics (WSTS) and the SIA. That com- 
pared with year-over-year growth of 18 per- 
cent in February, traditionally a slow 
month. Reuters 


Song-swapping fight to go on 


LONDON—The music industry on Monday 
pledged to fight on with its global legal bat- 
tle to stifle online copyright abuse despite 
last weeks unexpected setback in a US 
court. 

US District Court Judge Stephen Wilson on 
Friday dealt a major blow to the major music 
labels and Hollywood studios in their fight 
against online piracy, ruling Internet file-shar- 
ing services Grokster and Morpheus can re- 
main open for business. 

Judge Wilson ruled Grokster and Mor- 
pheus could not be shut down because they 
cannot control what is traded over their sys- 
tems even if the material exchanged is copy- 
right-protected. 


In contrast, the original song-trading net- 

work Napster was shut down by a US Federal 

court judge two years ago as its older technol- 

ogy hosted a central index of copyrighted 
les. 

‘The Motion Picture Association of America 
(MPAA) and Recording Industry Association 
of America (RIAA), had sought a court injunc- 
tion to shut down Grokster, Morpheus and a 
third parry, Kazaa, for operating services that 
allow Internet users to trade all types of copy- 
right-protected materials. 

"The trade groups represent the film- and 
music-making divisions of AOL Time Warner, 
Vivendi Universal, Bertelsmann AG and Sony 
Corp, to name a few. Reuters 


lyst complained to his supervisor about the in- 


fluence that investment banking has exerted 
on his coverage. 

“Enough is enough,” he said. “Its hard 
enough to be right about stocks, its even harder 
to build customer relationships when all of your. 
companies blow up, you knew they were going. 
to, and you couldn't say anything.” 

"To be sure, the e-mail passages by them- 
selves don't prove fraud or other securities vi- 
olations. The evidence is incriminating, 
though, and both the volume of exchanges 
and the number of investment banks involved 
shows that the abuse wasn't isolated. 

“One of the main reasons that we released 
this in one shot was that this was an industry- 
wide problem, and not one that can be sin- 
gled out," said Anthony Taggart, the director 
of Utah's Division of Securities, the office re- 
sponsible for investigating investment bank 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. 

«A key rationale for releasing the document- 
ed evidence was to provide private investors 
who lost money with ammunition to bring 
their own lawsuits, said Taggart. 

‘The Securities and Exchange Commission 


complaints are made available on its website, 
while individual states have compiled evi- 
dence into reports and made them available 
on websites or through special request. | 

The New York Attorney General's Office, 
for instance, has made downloadable reports. 
available for Citigroup Inc. and Morgan Stan- 
ley. 

Tn its 300-page Morgan Stanley report, for 
example, there are numerous presentations by 
the investment bank to potential clients that 
promote Internet maven Mary Meeker and oth- 
er analysts to help win underwriting business. 

The underlying theme is the pressure that 
analysts were under to help win mandates to 
manage IPOs. 

In one self-evaluation, Meeker wrote: “Bot- 
tom line, my highest and best use is to help 
(Morgan Stanley) win the best Internet IPO 
mandates.” 

‘Once companies had been taken public, 
there was often pressure on analysts to main- 
tain high ratings because companies could 
generate more underwriting fees from follow- 
on stock sales. Reuters 


new and better site moves to General Luna 


Bank of Commerce Malabon General Luna Branch 
45 General Luna St, Malabón 


Branch Head : Virgilio M; Reyes 
Branch Marketing Officer: Danilo Gozon 
Branch Operations Officer; Wilfredo S. Bautista 
Tel. Not. 3836766; 2836706; 2836734 


Bank of Commerce 
‘Simple, No-Frills Value Banking 
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ALLEGRO PACIFIC PHILS., INC. is an ISO 9001:2000 certified 


manufacturer-exporter of bags to top retailers in America for more than a 
decade now. We have recently opened our door to local market and is 
looking for: 
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Rainbow’s 
End z 
Tu E LACE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: 
amm MEUS. LETTER OF INTENT, BUSINESS / PERSONAL PROFILE, BANK & TRADE 
ig-heciare master planned REFERENCES. 
THOSE WITH CURRENT BUSINESS DEALINGS WITH DEPARTMENT 
STORES AND RETAILERS WILL BE GIVEN PRIORITY. 
For more details & inquiries, contact 
Mr. Fed P. Sapitan — fed G'allegrophil.com 
Ms. Marthie R. Castillo — marthie@allegrophil.com 
Allegro Pacific Phils., Inc. 
Multinational Vill. Access Road, Multinational Village, Parafiaque City, 1700 
Tel# 822 36 01 to 05 Fax# 822 36 08 


RAPID Tx VD-STO. 
Ex. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID 
‘ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Annapolis Greenhills 
Call 7276124 -25 9am-7pm 


momens NE 


LGAMAY 9206784 4540520. 


ANGEL'S HANDS 
W NEIBBI 4213259 [ 4219814 


Reliable MAIDS WI NEL 128483 


‘TRUSTED QUALITY MAIOS W/ 
NBI & 81 421-3928 


LIPAT BARAY 


CAINTA TOWNHOUSE 
near EVER-Gotesco Cainta 
P600T S/P, ONLY P180T D/P 
P8,750/mo. for 15 years 
531-1384/0390 « (0920) 904-9632 
www.guevent.com/homes. 


1 
Waals 


jas. Bacoor, Cavite 


Business Center, horse 
stables, hangar; Helipad, 
Japanese Tea House, 
Business & Finess Centers 
Promo Puce P5.040/som 
6068 forthe nex 5 ots 
P8000 or the next 5 lots 
P9800 forthe next 5 iots 
11520 forthe next 5 lots 
20% crease thereat or 
ovary 510s 
FSDULALIA REALTY 
Tel. No. 
(02) 927-0620 
(02) 929-2731 
Cell No. 
0917-8915519 


We DESIGN a CONSTRUCT 
53474-85 + 0820-8148859 


COMPUTER REPAIR; 


“CHEAP LBAHAY 9260424 
L-BAHAY 838374215447599 


any compuren nepang y LBAHAY 7113540 
SALES TEYACOM 8515186 


emsmucnoy . L-BAHAY 712-16-92 
DESIGN 
E < L-BAHAY 781-2564 


FREE PLAN-CONST. 9126839 


COSMETOLOGY 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


LIPAT BAHAY 535-2064 


FOR AS LOW AS 5T A MONTH 
 GREENMILLSAMANDALUTONG 
"Governor Place 
-Wack Wack condo 
Gilmore Heights 
"San Francisco Gardens 
‘BOHOL AVE/CAPTOL HILLS, Q.C. 
*E Jardin del Presidente `~ 
` Golf Hi Terraces 

FORAS LOW AS 2ST A MONTH 
MAKAN CBD, SALCEDO 
"Salcedo Park 
+ Manhanan Square 
"One Lafayette Square 
"Two Lafayette Square 

OFFICE SPACE 


MAKATI CBD, SALCEDO 


-Petron MegaPlaza 
`The World Centre 


COASTAL 

WOODS VILLAGE 

ges. Bacoor, Cave 
ita De P2800 


BEAL ESTATE LOAN & MORTGAGE 


AROMATHERAPY & SPA FOR SALE 


WORKSHOP / SESSION 
MAY 3 SAT 1-5 PM 
5956031 L2011 / 8971832 


 BERLTWETRESS. 


TEWOIMNGCARISTINM 1.5% Fast Car Loan 7782024 record from a 


reputable school 
Bring resume wi picture & transcript of 
records to 
S/F Bloomingdale Bldg. 
#205 Salcedo St., Legaspi Village, Makati City 
Look for Mon David) Ding Buatis/ Ariel Corpus. 


NANONG-EASY FAST. VERY 
‘PRIVATE CONVENIENT RA. Bosi- 
Ciperle 


1.5 EasyCarLoan 00186 57 


1.5% Fast Car Loan 6550140 
oe Cee 1HR FastCarLoan 7128202 
ARTHRITIS. THE Hemy C 
WAY? CALL 8264740 CAROLE 


2% w/o Taking Car 7262780 


Wolght Lass 


25 wio Tokng Car 6557885 
(Cali S21-9663 | 0017-4770408 mmc 


COMMERCIAL  & OFFICE 
SPACE FOR LEASE (4250M 2% wisTaking Car 8870490 
up Toszrsom EO = ————_ || * 
s > whaling Car 7221021 


JOB HIRING 

CIVIL ENGINEER / ARCHITECT 

25.35 years old; MALE; at least to 5 

years experience, wiih icense 

Cai for an appointment at 805-53-23 
*LAS PIRAS * 


ZAMBALES Mango Fara 


S: 192221758 
is Pasig 10 mins. to Oras ER 


a 86588, 09178372140 
00000H BOYZ 3223269. 


TOWNHOMES 
Habay, Bacoor, Cavte 
ENT T RR DP P1500 f 
Ka +139 Corporate Center SAN MIGUEL LMOQOGY! P2SGIM! 
Caban S90 som LA Stem FA EDD e) 
fee cd ie Cal 64370 

= Richmonde Plaza 
de iam nem D VARIED ARES i Mitte Tower 
Ms ine Mer ; dee oe 


893-4207 829.5081 867-2913 t0 17 
‘Amigolo TH @ pism 810-7183 8729982 mme irapnspones com, 
Bulacan 45ħes @ TS, 


ee: ay 
Mer er qM sees enn GEE 
peras 


ZAMBALES alg hway 3M 
‘Stemang led 09192221765 


ORTIGAS 85 107 152 3000? 


PZSOISOM G33750103 29 w/oTaking Car 373200182 


3509427 MANHOOD 2% wioTaking Car 3645928 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


746-5532 BOYWATCH CER CERT 
Deeson Rd LAST 


Pree Ve 6903461 lot 27 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


SUNSAVER SOLAR 
Wü EATER Tw b Guy fu 
topi. Saar We 

pepe 
Vga Paste Pomes NO CORRO- 
SON. do fus Mosi acht. 
Dr DTI 

TODSITIN Qa] 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


CA 


* SUBIC back of CT Hall 
«Shas. 200m 0919221765 


Passi ot Spring priv 7870543. 


BOYS TOUCH CALL 885-1480, 
Wome Altes + 639-7351 


Homan Touch Male Masseurs 


"MENSZIS 7420825 24 He. Notice is piven that estate of 


the tate Spouses Eduardo 
Taylor & Soledad Manzandy 
Taylor consisting ol proper, 
at Manila. Memorial Pos 
Paue WM was extajudia 
ciaiiy seed by their hort 
et Doe. 18558 Pagesë Book. 
5 Sories2003 betore All 
Danilo Banares of it ciy. $ 
PDI-Apri 23.30 & Nay 7.20003 


HUNKS TOUCH 0920-5182552 
wwo CTY 

JAMES MALE 24HRS SERVICE 
+ 0920-6274243 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT EMPLOYMENT 


OPPORTUNITIES 


LIPAT AGAD! 
ONLY 10% DOWN 
NEW SSH EXIT 

LAMAREA, SN. PEDRO 
[LARESDENCA STA. ROSA 
H&LP3M-PARANAQUE 

‘Ca GOLDWELL @ TELS 
5517902 « 8337093 
8346840 s 8346841 


28R CONDO CUBAD 9120679 
MN MALE MASSUERS 24s METUENTES 


FIAn 288ms 1f 
Vaie 8000461 kc. 27 


Cuban PILAM 1040P 9132224 
MALE 16 PALANAN 7320659 


Eastwood City Condo 
Tis Prison 22M Neg. 
3105577 0817 4996045 


Transentstve ia 


MALE MASSEURS 2825521 


NOTICE is hereby gwen that ihe. 
stale ol the iate BENJAMIN- 
LUNA BARGAS who ded orf 
‘October 27, 2002 in Makali Ct, 
ios been ‘the subject of a 
drca seement on Age 
21, 2908, by ind among is 
heis wherein they agreed to 
divide the este accordingly, e£ 
deni in Te document 
eod and acinoviedood 
below Notary Pubic Gina C: 
Baca of Maan ON. ang 
entered in her Notaral Registry 
as Doc. No. 238. Pape Nio. 48, 
"Book 1, Senes af 2003. 
(PDEA, 23, 30 & May 7. 
2003) 


3 Mm Mc Guo na 
Lili LL Vus su Gur rit 
Masseur + Tmt 0916-4895050 
EE EADY ron OCCUPANCY 
LAS PINAS OR BACOOR ‘Seminars 
Oniy P 5.00 to reserve "E A 
23 BAS, 2 storey wigarage. XMDQAN ~] E 
- SETA LETS. : zs  9SStarex 9s 480T 7233016. 
i reg Greenhills West d — suxeow varase s uctor 
X dom Xaver LA=728 FASGUQ P3703 Vic 8903481 loc. 25 MITSUBISHI 
Rus. | Comm 5 Story Big 4 


owed (S0 Uus T2 f MSPNAS 7 
Dateniom mp ggargag 7SM SAV SOASTE 8000789 1 La. 
Ec [d 


F-ESCORT « 0916-4044479 


MODELO'S #277-9257 


‘Swedish Msge 091: —— Ote Stat 09162107335 Tanya 


REFLEXOLOGY 
3 77 wwm 7 
BLUE palm + 713-6553 “~~ ia 


SALE! Imported Make Up 
ey Branded/Sigeature Perlume 


0519-3955888/0519 2816778 


Chil Eng stimato winin 
of $6 yrs. mg. 843-2596 


= ‘S7Galant VRS 3907 632-5743 Amphibious Excavator 


STER. [717i 
— LIILLZJ 
a ME ; 


Vi 8903481 loc. 27 á Whiteboard-Elec. 8449500, 
[3 à Tin d pf waranty B390644 


SOUTH OREENETS VILL 3000) 


fences POEM Ve Gye 
[mj 

Dag Trainer 06192050852 

T2598 PUT, (NES) 


aan D 
- TELIT41-8080/731-5587 


CPA w/ Exp. 22:35 ys old 


award 7298288 OstSaaESANT F 3 je ‘TALON 204m" G4 500 fax Resume at 8870633 


FEELS anon 4127758 I 45 rare wt 


wo ex) #4370656 Ts. She 


‘Gas. newsbr 2.2m 8487112 Notes is nereby gwen iat tne 
asta of te lle Aledo P. 
Casino was exrapdcly set- 
1ed among his hers as per 
Doc Wo. 233. Pape Ho 48, 
Book No. XXXVI. Senes of 
2003 of Notary Public Alonse 
Y Lacap ol Pasig Gay 

(POI 23. 30. May 7. 003 


mme 
Ds 
m DIRECT HIRING START ASAP! 
rete sav 1200 
woo enp COU GRADA UD 
al fru Py 


H-S MALE 7314018 Mrs 29RSudo PES wt 


Bicutan 2h 2 09178828471 cmi 


"HS 


ADELINA 1 38órms LATESA? 


REFLEX CARLA 716-4998 P.M We 8903461 loc 27 


FREE CARE GIVER TRAINING 
PROGRAM 1821-27-73 40 
35-28 589-99-58 


RYMLOPISEESETSURASTIT E DOG TRAINER 4528581 
"THETSUBOS- 


mur su» ume 
T.Morato Ave. C-4140933 bin 


PA DAF Ve S034 pz 27 


y wwo ) CÁC wmm i 
Y 1.6M C5 Nr The Fort 
Ep 
Tov uA ago 2308 
Ep 


182 BR NW CNDO NA LA SALLE 
Lac: 


‘GOLDEN RET PUPS 4265672 


x Kawilihan x Duplex 


PS.SM ke BNew 671-4421 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
= 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


HAIRDRESSER 
MANICURIST 
RECEPTIONIST 
Cai 895-6051 Loc 2011 


Osiden Retoomer PIZTM 


Wizara Massa 7210640/09208183573 


m] 


Protest Your Lives and 
Properties! Have your Dogs 
Trained by the 


PHIL. DOG SCHOOL 
Sale. Trained to Guard 
[on 
Te No. 7213736 


ACROPOLIS 3c0:4148am 
Resh POM oniy €337601-03 


EM CARS FOR RENT HRD Stat 09169828251 OLIVE 
8t. Ignatius Vill cor lot 


xin 589-7128, 562-7919 Gbr ath P14M 09192221766 
TEOR HRO STF 09169564001 PEARL 

ALIGHT 53013155208216° s.309n? RAYEVILLE Pro}.6 QC 
20m GBR wspool Pros 
Hm Asty Mataas SLOC 
1390 Apo St. Sis 298378 


SELL FULLY PO EDUC PLAN 
70-0108 / 0920-4188588 


Bal Ae Soho, 8-10T/mo Liza 
M20 7578822 


se ‘ABC CARSIVANS MAD STF osr7zres250 CY. 
NA LITEX Ré. 2.5 Hectares URLS 0A WO DN 


, AES IS 


t tan 
EEr "TCR 


Extra Income 09207002005 
HK TRADE FINANCER. DETAILS 
T0-2228880MAİL.COM 


Samoyed pure/2no 8879417 
‘Siti Fly Fra Maiste ar LSU 
ST. SCHO, PGH, PU 523-5465 


Mr Ateneo SM & Up : 5 
as por Specs Call 45-3731 Ad 
wilacore 0917-5216338 


E ROSTE LENN EIS LEM 
y HOUSEHOLD 3055 — 
Er 


Xavier 2 Mies Location 
Mier sqm Call 645-3731 MONT. STAFF 0920-8062187 


Decta Cook Yaya 7572009 Proj new 0210255/9219967+ 


RUSH! P1.6M DBO 
Sn PEDRO 7 SUBD 
mr Channel 5 NOVA 


LATA FASO 268 wigrge 
272-97650918-9300822 


NSELL EOUCL PLAN 8051576 


BUY « SELL « PAWN 
ROLEX+0THERS 


ign Aoprasal/ Fast Gash 
Ropar) Pons Any waich 
MANILA WATCH (Hyatt) 
Te 804-0684 + 834-7886 
INTL. WATCH (Groenhilis) 
Tel 724-4974 = 0911 6984232. 


BUYING ROLEX 
One WATES BEST PACE 
0910-8142309 « 7269687 
1220433 + 4123543 


WE BUY 


GOLD 


HIGHEST PRICE 
CALL: 8330904 


8390060 


king Statt 18-4535 oid 


LEON GUNTO Col level grad 09205011 


NEAR LA SALLE 
Brema Y3BRaTE/grpe 
P3 460M4 mp 


AUBL MAIO NURSE CAREGIVER 


4120513 4121922 7114899 Wack" Royal Mansion 


1BR FF Arcon Prig Cable 
Cal Pip Tan + 813-2621 


=. quan cry 


LEARN AND EARN MONEY IN 
REAL PROPERTY BUSINESS 
CALLTEXI 0920-2865942. 


PART-TIME BUSINESS Db Sf 


‘eon Adutwoor 09167940002 


OFF STAF 09196499747 


SALES AGENTS 


1633-1073 


vom 168m" 0917-8102503 
BEST MAIDS 772-4213 ——À— 


M UST PASM T3SFA GASTI good 4 


B ‘+16 100%P700*7005799 
pee De 


Good Male-roya-Cook 853-2504 
SELFOAVE WORIVER CARS 
VANS AEVO COASTER BUS 
TREES DESEE + 8938683 


EXP COOK YAYA MAIDS LAVA 
DRIVER ATTNDANT 5308216 


Help Agony 53:1947 + 532-6378 


d irm e TRUCK SALESMAN oer 
ancad, in ood puc an 
ananaga Contact, Rosiya 
825-7061 7 820-1883 


Set Castor nr Morata iib 
Iri LEM EETISTZGSTI 80S 


Condo Best Locat — M 
G919:3908255 8617809 — pugsmir SUBO LA NAM r7 

3 N Dj IRENOUSEI 

m f : FACTORY GN ore ca SAF 145 

wwe ma c Usa 

ret hr 8257 TAINA 


RANCHO STA SUBD etaar 
Peu Ve EDS oe 27 


POEA 


24-HR 
HOTLINES 


722-1144 
722-1155 


MAIDS 992470100124708 
“PALM GROVE P4 SM 38A RFO 


ayan St B Lnng 26% Ot Cash m 
TRüIVRLAP2M aon aro TONN PONUNT ELLE LAZO 


Mere wiAmentes 4T&Dy Piante 603481 Lee 2T 
amt 2 Own or NN : 
me 75 


AYALA-ANTIPOLO 
FLETUZ M Vs? PRG 
LAV6D-26080M nr. la all 
Armin '« O9184355797 


"Wm 4376288 MEME 

Boundary wi oe, cr, teen 

& garage good tor 7 dehrery 

EE 3004 2] 
$ Aum 0920519506 Jojo 


PROVINCIAL ALL AROUND 
MAIDS 
Call Joy 671237298722792 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


LA 48 FA 200 30A Nr Lares 


PROVINCIAL MAIO 7320405 2Park Call 0917-5218398 - 


py pies Mat. Yaya 
EA LEE 


‘QUALITY MAIDS E230946-47 


MLNOUÍ suso Laot 
PASA Vic n] 


NOTICE OF LOSS 
Vermont Pak Apoio 2380" 

oy SBR w bat anc scan 
LAD Mel oe PSM 78082 
[rp 


Crsanla Twr 115 Nee View 
AM Meg. Cal 645-3731 PTAMO nr BUENDIA 
ae ‘15 Gas tg S222 Sar 
8003461 kx 34 or 18 oc ir 


SOUTH PEAK  P5,000/m" 
ized Ve ERIS ls 27 


More STO CERT. 127120 
1.88 SHS. DAN T.DOMINGO. 


PASIG 28R P2.7M 9128833 VANS 7118526 0917-3742317 


r " 


Republic of the Philippines 
Province of Davao 
CITY OF PANABO. 
OFFICE OF THE CITY MAYOR 


ToloFax: (064) 628-5284 / 822-2179 
E-mail: clyotpanabo@ yahoo.com 


Invitation for Bids 


Date: 28 Apri 2009 
Contrat Idantifcation No.: PCE-00% 
Woe Bank Loan No.: 4228 PH 

‘World Bark Loan Name: WDDP-USSP. 


^. Land Bank ot the Philippines (LBP) has received a loan trom the Intemational 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) toward the cost o Water 
District Development Project ~ Urban Sewerage, Sanitation and Drainage 
‘Component (WDDP-USSP) and intends to apply part of the proceeds of this 
loan 1o payment under the coniract for Gly Goverment of Panabo's Barangay 
Environmental and Sanitafon Plan (BESP). 

2. The City Govemmentot Panabo, Davao del Norte, now invitos sealed bids rom 
lige bidders or the supply of drainage equipment. This equipment wil be 
Used for tho operation and maintenance of sanitation and drainage facitis, 
‘which is describe below: 


tem No. Description 
1 Vacuum Tanker, 3 cu m. capacity 
(minimum) aller mounted 


3. Bidding wil be conducted through the national competitive bidding procedures 
‘spealed in tne World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement under IBAD Loans and 
is open to ali bidders rom olii source counties as defined 


Quantity 
Teach 


4. Interested olia bidders may obtain further information tram th office ot the 
Mayor and inspect o bidding documents al the address given below during 
ottico hours. 

5. A complete set of bididng documents may be purchased by interested bidders 
‘on tha submission of a weten application to tno address below and upon 
Payment of a nonrefundable tea of Philippine Pesos One Thousand 
(PnP1.000.00) In cash or manager's cheque in favor to the Cy Treasurer's 
‘Office of Panabo City. 

6, Blós must be delivered to the adsrass below at or balore 200 pm., 29 May 
2003. Ali bids must be accompanied by a bid security of USSE.000 or an 
‘equivalent amount in a freely convert currency and shall be valid for 120 
days aer bid opening. Late bids wii bo rejected, Bids wil be opened inthe 
presence of tha bidder's rorosentatves who choose to atand at ha adress 
Below at 2:00 p.m. 29 May 2003. 

7. The Purchaser reserves the right to acceptor reject any bids, and to cancel the 
bidding process and reject al ids, at any tme prior to award of contract, witout 
hereby incurring any abi to tha allected Bidder or Bidders or any obligation 
to inform the effected Bidder or Bidders of the grounds for Ine Purchaser's 
action. 

Namo and Offco Address of ho Purchaser: 
lo: Engr. Zollo C. Gudin Jr. 
CPOCIPMU COORDINATORISBAC Secretariat 
Cly of Panabo 
Province of Davao del Norte 
Telephona: (084) 628.5291 
Telela (084) 822-2262 


(Syd) REY P. GAVINA 


(Porno 20,203) Coty MayouSBAC Chairman 


LA 


National Transmission Corporation. 


TRANSCO INTEGRATED TRAINEESHIP PROGRAM 


In order to provide new graduates ot engineering and tachnicalivocational 
courses he opportunity ta acquire actual experience tne fed of electrical power 
transmission he National Transmission Corporation Geared by viue 
of Republic Act 9136 (the Electric Power Industry Reform Act of 2001) is à 

imont-owned and controled corporation that has assumed the electrical 
Fenemission functions in the major Phiipoina grids, announces tne ottering of Rs 
Integrated Traineosnip Program, specifically ta Cadetship anc Apprenticeship 
Programs for year 2005. 


"SGadetahip Program - on Po eb ning or a period o six (8) mathe 

program for graduates of Electrical and Electronics & Communication 
Engineering courses. 
‘Apprenticeship Program - on tha ob training for a periodo! sh (8) months 
fer graduates of teciricalvoeational courses (Technician, Electician, 
Mechanic, Lineman}. 

‘Qualfication/Requirementa: 

‘Not more than twenty five (25) years of age 

Residents of Metro Mania 

Must pass tne TransCo psychological examination for Apprenticeship 
Program 

‘Must pass the TransCo psychological and technical examinations for 
Cadetsni Program 

‘Ofical Transerpt of Records (no faling grades in mejor subjects) 


Interested applicants should personally apply and accomplish application form 
at Human Resource Training Division, Human Resources Department, Ground 
Floor, Power Center Buning, Quezon Avenue corner BIR Road, Oilman, Quezon 
City from May 5 to 16, 2003 at 1:20 p.m. 


For Cadatship Program, only those who pass the psychological examination 
Na o quaes a 1o ecirkalexarinatn sheds on May 31, 2003 
ature) 


HUMAN RESOURCE TRAINING DIVISION 
Human Resources Department 
Power Center Butcing, Dilman, Quezon City 
Telephone No. 82245673 


Office of the President 
Son 
Say 


Bases Conversion Development Authority 


INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS 


ASSET DISPOSITION PROGRAM ~ PHASE 2 


The Bases Conversion Development Authority (BCDA) is 
inviting interested proponents to participate in Phase 2 of 
BCDA's Asset Disposition Program (ADP Phase 2). ADP 
Phase 2 involves the development and privatization of the 
following BCDA properties: 


e Twenty-five (25) hectares located at Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig, Metro Manila, bounded on the north by 
American Battle Monument and east by C-5; and 


Five (5) hectares located at the former Camp Bago 
Bantay, Brgy. Sto. Cristo, Bago-Bantay, Quezon 
City between SM City Annex and Mindanao 
Avenue. 


Interested proponents may submit their Letters of Interest 
1o BCDA and can purchase the Terms of Reference (TOR) 
for ADP Phase 2 that outlines, among others, the 
requirements for proponents interested to participate in the 
privatization, 


The TORs for the above properties will be ready for 
distribution to interested proponents by 23 April 2003 at 
the BCDA offices at a non-refundable cost of 
Php10,000.00 for each TOR, payable to BCDA in Cash or 
Manager's Check. 


A pre-qualification conference among interested 
proponents is set for 2:00 p.m., 07 May 2003. The 
objective of the pre-qualification conference is to discuss 
the property, the TOR and other issues that may be raised 
by interested proponents. 


| "Interested proponents can direct their inquiries to Ms. Alleen 
An. R. Soza or Ms. Bambie L. Andal at telephone numbers 
510-0420 to 510-0411 or at arzosa@beda.gov.ph or 
[ blandal@beda.gov.ph 
(Sgd.) RUFO COLAYCO 
President and Chief Executive Officer 


(PDI- Apr 10,23 20,2000) 


WEDNESDAY, ^ = 
APRIL 30, 2003 : 


[REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION 
BRANCH 90, QUEZON CITY 

mine permouron. 
‘CORPORATE REHABILITATION OF — 
SPECIAL PROCEEDINGNO.O- 09047 
SERENITY MEMORIAL PARK. INC. 
[o 


STAY ORDER 
Bolara mis court is a vested pontiomvappicaton lor 
rattan ody a sove narma peor 
n—Ó— 


pes 
Riva o's aeporiman ro aier man (19) 
pd 
‘Staying entorcament ot clang, whether tor 
‘Dorey anarwsn ard na ar soci icem 
p 
odiosa so eves na esum tase 
eltione: Incudag le staying ot 
Pescaccngs hcec caves hed agaras b 
pamana and the saying e he etorcemert! 
pr 


D] 


Tre itu basin cB patton i ecm May 27.200 at 
Zoo pis aima caper com d renga oa Cost eme 


(S94. REYWALDO B. DAWAY 
Pasar duse 


(PDI- Aprii 30 tay 62003) 


pm—— 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
‘Sen ligoni Avec, Pasig Cy 
IN TME MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR 


teva pe wa may we ope a d 
esas pests tet somes tov qiio ns oa ta a 
Nip Se pee ny cvs Tan ese d Fa KEA E Me 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


or 
ANAM INSTRUMENTS PHILIPPINES), INC. 

Notice is hereby given that ANAM 
INSTRUMENTS (PHILIPPINES), INC. wi 
file with the Securities and Exchange 
‘Commission a Certificate of Amendment of 
Articles of Incorporation shortening its 
corporate ile to March 31, 2003. 

Any person who may have a claim 
against said corporation may present the 
same to the undersigned at clo ALPAP 1 
Bidg., 5th Floor, 140 LP. Leviste Street, 
Salcedo Vilage, 1227 Makati Cty 

This announcement serves as notice to 
all parties concerned of the dissolution of 
sald Company. 


(Sgd.) RENATO G. CALMA 
Corporate Secretary 
ANAM INSTRUMENTS (PHILIPPINES), INC. 
(ots 10.238 30.2000) 


=-— = PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


CLASSIFIEDS —  —. 
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Republic of the Philippines 


City of Parafiaque 
Metro Manila. 


Office of the Treasurer 


NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE 


‘To satisty the reel estate tax deliquency of the following taxpayers, computation of which includes 
Interest, surcharges and penales thereon as of December 31, 2002 and afler substantially complying with 
the pertinent ‘of Republic Act. 7160, the City Mayor through the undersigned City Treasurer, 
hereby gives notica to al interested parties and io the public n general that on May 7, 2003 at 8:00 o'clock 
Inthe morning at he Legislative Buliding 2nd Floor City Hall of Parafiaque City, tho Cty Treasurer or 
his authorized representatives wil seil at public auction to the highest bidder for cash and in Philippine 
Currency, the real estate properties described blow: 
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(Sgd.) LIBERATO M. CARABEO 


(POL Apr 23 30,2009) City Treasurer 


Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
Bataan Economic Zone 
“el. Nos. (047) 935-004: (047) 61-2451: (047 935-5002 
Fax Nos (047) 935-6046; E-Mail: bezeneL aet ph 
‘Website: waw pera govgh 
28 Aprii 2008 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Philppine Economic Zone Authority (PEZA) invites interested pares to apply for eligiblity and to bid for 
the project as istad below: 


Name of Project : REHABILITATION OF SFB NOS. 3,5, 6 & 11 
Location BEZ, Marvoles, Bataan 


Prospective bidders must be duly licensed by the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) and 

as “Medium & for buldings by the Inter-Agency Committee for Registration and Ciassiication of 
Contractors for Government Infrastructure projects. Elgbiity requlremente/torms wil be made avallabl to 
Contractors upon submission of the below Usted required documents at tne BAC Secretariat, EMD Ollice, 2nd 
Floor, BEZ Administration Building, SEZ, Marvelos, Batean, as folow 


1. Lotter of intent 
2. Certtieate of Contractor's Renewal from PCAB and License (Bring Original copy for authentication 
purposes) 


The particatars and schedule of activities for the bidding process are listed below: 
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SCOPE OF WORK: 
1. Res 
2. Rehabirepalr of comlor rooms. 
3. Plumbing works (water & sewer Ines, 
fncures & mings) 
4. Ropalating of exterior and interior walls 
5. Fre lighting equpment and accessones 


6. Tloworks, window frames, glass and glazing 
7. Electrica works. 

E. Replacement of coiling caves downspouts 
8. Omer repair works 


EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Generator, two (2) units (owned) 2. Welding machina two (2) units (owned) 
two (2) envelope system shaill be adopted and the provisions of Executive Order No. 40, Series ot 2001 
and hs implementing Rules and Regulations shall apply in he bidding. 


For turer particulars, please contact Ms. Cetalina C. Desamito/Engr. Aniceto P. Gonzales, BAC Secretariat, 
EMD Otice, 2nd Floor, BEZ Aaministatpn Buang, BEZ, Mariveles, Bataan or at Tel. No. (047) 935-4008. 


The PEZA reserves the right to reject any and ali bids, waiva any defect or informality contained therein and to 
accept and award the contract to any bidder whose proposal is deemed most advantageous fo the govomment. 
‘The PEZA nother assumes any cbsgation for any loss whatsosver that may be incurred by the biadars In tho 
preparation ol bids nor does n guarantee thal an award wil be made, 


(S03) DIONISIO T. SAMEN 
Chairperson, Bids & Awards Commition 


Tha enon ot the countrya mot diacriminating 


ilies ever the last 103 years, 


ç “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in you.” Mt 


Psalm 56:3 


GENEDINA G. HABITO 


of Malinao, Pasig City 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
on Sunday, 27^ of April 2003 at the age of 52. 


Her beloved husband Alberto C. Habito; 
daughter Rosalyn G. Habito; mother 
Consolacion Gatchalian; sisters Baby and 
Elvie; brothers Tony, Raul, Eduardo, 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2003 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
(Ml presence EAR 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon. 

Day before publication 


Dr. Ramon Boy E 
Villagracia Blancia, Sr 7 


Has joined his Creator on April 24, 2003 
at the age of 68. 


Former Constitutional Convention Delegate 1971 
Former Assemblyman, Sangguniang Pampook Region IX 1978-1986 
University of Santo Tomas College of Medicine Graduate Class 1958 


His loving wife 
Former Mayor Encarnacion “Encar” Ortega Blancia 
Sons and Daughters-in-law 

Dr. Ramon "Junjie" O. Blancia, Jr. & Dr. Ma. Rovel Adolfo Blancia 

Dr. Ramcarl "Am" O. Blancia & Via Marquez Blancia 

Daughter, 
Blanche Lou “Blanche” O. Blancia 
Grand Daughters, 
Cheska Roraine Blancia, Alyanna Erika Blancia and Nicole Blancia 
Pelagio A. Blancia and Lourdes V. Blancia (deceased parents) 


Sisters and Brothers-in-law 
Dr. Fely “Baby” & Jesus “Boy” Bajamunde, Sr. 
Osita "Chit" & Valentin "Val" La Viña 
Liberty “Bert” & Atty. Arsenio “Jun” Gonzalez, Jr. 


Reynaldo, Wilfredo, Rufino Jr.; sisters-in-law Gloria "Glor" & the late Jaime “Jimmy” Atilano 
Ellen, Mila, Susan, Tessie, and Jay; cousins, 
nephews and nieces request fervent prayers and 


special petitions for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Relatives & Friends request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at Blancia residence, 
Molave, Zamboanga del Sur. 


Interment will be on May 3, 2003 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 


Her remains lie in state at the Arlington 
East, C. Raymundo Street corner Mercedes 
Avenue, San Miguel, Pasig City. 


ENGINEER LEONARDO 
CABAUATAN NUESA 


United Nations Expert and Ministry Expert, 
Ministry of Communications Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and formerly Materials Research Engineer 
of then Bureau of Public Highways 


Interment will take place on Saturday, 3" of 
May 2003 at Pasig Catholic Cemetery lios 
; the 9:00 a.m. Holy Mass at Arlington East The s 
' Garden Chapels. 


Died in the Grace of our Lord on April 26, 2003 at the age of 85. 


His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 
‘Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Que. His loving wife ANTONIA; his children AQUILINA & HUGHIE, 


BENJAMIN & GLORIA, LETICIA & STEPHEN, BELLA & CARL, 
SANTIAGO “Badjie” | 
M. CASTRO, JR. 


Peacefully joined our Creator 
‘on April 27, 2003 at the age of 47. 


A loving husband to his wife Resty; FE 
responsible father to his children and = x 
children-in-law Sarah & Mike, Joy, MOM, YOU ARE DEARLY MISSED BUT YOU'LL obituary 
Nicky & Janice, and Mark anda sweet STAY FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS! with a picture can 
“Papa” to his granddaughter Angel FE R. ACEBEDO be a fitting tribute 
Athena. One of the funeral directors of jode MA RE 
a Funeraria Paz, Inc. who have serv ugust 11, 1932 — April 30, 3 
Antonio and Manolo; grandchildren, other relatives ee meii. = ‘On her 2rd Death Anniversary ae. 
and friends request the pious readers to pray for the E 


x Loving husband Mike; daughters, Grace, Gigi, Tiny; son, OBITUARY 
eternal repose of his soul His body lies in state at Imperial Jojo & Joey and relatives request the readers to pray for eternal REQUIREMENTS: 
Chapel of La Funeraria Paz, G. Araneta 


repose of her soul | |9 Cony of Death 
ARE DB CE Masses will be offered at the following: e iia 
Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene ... :00 a.m. document (1.D.) 
Shrine of Jesus, The Way, The Truth & The Life- i opm. 

Nuestra Sra. De Guia .—— pm. 

Our ae of Remedies... i 3i 


ANTONETTE, KYLE, ALEX, VALERIE and BERNARD; relatives and 


LC CARLO & MYRNA vith his grandchildren DOMINIC, EVE. 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


ERNESTO MATEO me. 


(November 7, 1935 - April 28, 2003) Interment vill be announced later. 


of Batangas City 


Peacefily joined our Lord at the age of 67. 


His beloved wife Magdalena Evangelio; children 
Joseph, Rafael, Thaddeus, Benedict, Erma and 
Johanna; daughters-in-law Cristy, Josie and Vanessa; 
siblings Francisco (t), Emiliano Jr., Jose, Lourdes, 


His body lies in state at the Basilica of the 
Immaculate Concepcion, Batangas City. Cremation will take place on 

Thursday, May 1, 2003 after the 
Interment will be in the morning of May 2, 2003. 8:00 a.m. Mass at La Funeraria Paz 


3 Crematory. 
Bos —— — — 


CLASSIHEDS RIXA MR 


Republicof the Philippines. 


Republic of the Philippines Procurement Service 


Procurement Service 


INTER-AGENCY BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The PROCUREMENT SERVICE (stes o rogtered suppliers to aps for 
digibliy and o ad Yor the SUPPLY AND DELIVERY GF BOND AND COPY PAPE 
FOR THES Stocks 

“The approved budget for this contract is I4 56,5000. 

‘Aneel paces rented ate th Fei Conference hat wile heid on 

May 13, 003, 139 PM, Tuesday, athe PS Conference Room, 2nd Floor, PS Complex, 

Cristobal St Paco, Manila, 

The bid documents shall be avilable st he PS-PURCHASING DIVISION starting 
April 30, 200 upon payment ofnorrefundsble ecol One Thousand Five Hundred Pese 
bp 1.50000) 


_ Tider drop ih 


nd opening si bids shail be on May 2,200 at 130 P M. Thursday 
For more Information, pese cile PS-Parehasing Division at tlglone nos. 563- 
hn or 435932 
Te par in (uu ate any edi ix irpo 6 pay 
sequisements and ts tte invitation. PS furie reserve the right to reject any and all 
sata, or declare a failure of bidding, or not award the contract, and makes RO 
Eanes ihat a contract shall be entered [nta as a result of this Invitation. 


(Se42 EDUARDO P. OPIDA. 


PDI- Apri 30 003) Charman. IABAC 


INTER-AGENCY BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
“The PROCUREMENT SERVICE (PS) mias G-EPS eget. 


sspplers 1o apply fr 
sight anc tobe ot ho SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF MECHANICAL STAMPING 
MACHINE for ine Bureau of interna! Revenue 


The approves busget fortes contracts P2 850,000.00. 

Al itereste partes ara inated io sland tho Pre-BId Conference that wil be ha 
‘on May 13, 2003, 9:30 AM. Tuesday, atthe PS Conference Room, 2nd Floor, PS 
Complor, Cristobal St Paco, Mania. 


Tte bid cocumanis shali be avatable at Ie PS-PURCHASING DIVISION staring 
April 30. 2003 upon payment of ro-rafondatio fee c One Thousand Pesos (Php 


fds ens ca co May 23,2003 st 9:30 A.M. Thurscy. 


For more riormatos, please ea me PS-Purchasing Division at tiephone nos 
502-3402 0 563-3314 


PS resorves tne right to waive any formality in the responses to he eigibity 
requirements and to tus invitation. PS further reserves ino rignt to reject any end ei 
‘proposals, or declare a aloe of basing, or not award the contract, and makes no 
‘Seeurancos that a contract anali be entered into aa result o ths inftaion. 
(S94) EDUARDO P. OPIDA 
Crasman, ABAC 


(poi Aprii 30.2009) 


Thailand Campus 


Learn from the world's #1 gemological institute 
70 year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


Gain professionalism with gems 
From the world’s leading authority 


cored RH Diploma Program 
tarts july 21, 2003 


GIA Thailand Since 1993 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai @ksc15.th.com www.giathailand.com 
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E-mail: pr_entertainment@inguirercom.ph 


Editor Louie C. Camino * 


- Boob- ae booboos 


HOST; I hear you have some for- Host: How old were you when journalists, including representa- Acoustic Nights at Onstage may9 and 10, with Anna Fegi and 
eign blood? you started singing? tives from the BBC, Al Jazeera, 
‘Starlet: Yes, that's true. Guest: I started at only third * zp the New Straits Times in 
Host: Can you tell us the mix? years old! À Malaysia, The News in Pakistan, 


ON May 1, Viva Concerts opens Nina. Side A is on tap on May.16 
the Smart Acoustic season at On- aNd 17. 
News stage with Freestyle, with Ogie , On May 23 and 24, Paolo san 
Starlet: Oh, OK. Well, 'mhalfltal- "(Ano daw?) Nestor =z? Tempo Magazine in Indonesia, Alcasid as special guest. The ‘0S is given the showcase he de- 
ian, half American and half Filipino! E p 2 the Indian Express newspaper Freestyle show continues on May Serves, with Barbie Amalbis and. j 
(There's one and a half of Host: Why do you do outreach U. Torre and Phoenix TV, to look at how 2 and on May 3, the guests are Nina. And Side A returns to bring 
you— congratulations!) shows in the province? their local media has been cover- Malik and Bituin Escalante. the month-long series to a close 
mY Guest: Because we want to go ing the war in Iraq. South Border takes over on On May 30and 31. 
Host: Why did you break up closer to the people—yun ang 
with your boyfriend? porpoise doon! 
Guest: It's because sometimes (Ay, porpoise!) 
he acts like he's very embarrassed Es Seen chatting over dinner at Summer OPENS TODAY AT ALL l 


to the people of who am I! Host: How should we keep our | Palace, the Chinese Restaurant at Edsa 


(We wonder why!) = tasking fresh and young like ATE ilr Loren AY. AL A CINEM AS 


Host: Do you know how SARS ^ GuestYoujusthavetoeatand | Susan Roces. Were TG AS 
is communicated from person to use natural products. And you | they talking about pol- 
person? have to be disciplined about your itics? Do we see an FPJ- 
Guest: Scientifically, research skin regiment! Loren tandem in the 
shows that malamang it's through (Atten—shun!) 2004 elections? Loren 
airborne. He and Susan are mag- 
(How—scientific!) Host: What motto or belief do | kumare, having been principal sponsors 
ae you live by? in the recent wedding of Ruffa Gutier- 
Host: How do you describe Guest: Any and all, basta sabi rez and Yilmaz Bektas. 
your painting style? ng biblical! 
Artist: As you can see, it’s char- (Ay, biblical!) 
acterized by colors, but some- , K 
times there are colors and then ‘International 
not so color! Correspondents’ 
On . AIRING every weekend on CNN, 
s “International Correspondents” 
Host: I love this cabinet you've is a unique program where the 
made. It must have taken a long global media is put in the spot- 
Him : light to analyze coverage of the ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE 
Guest: Yes, youcan seeitbythe week'stop news stories. 
intricacy ofthe carve! By questioning a panel of print 
(Uh, please repeat?) and broadcast journalists, the 
= program scrutinizes the media's 
Host: How do you plan to con- fairness and objectivity, and looks 
duct your new singing contest? at the challenges journalists face 
Guest: I's very simple. The in reporting from all over the 
young people would render world, even from war zones. 
anges. x This month, the show has 
(That’s really simple!) brought together some of the 
‘world’s leading international 
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MEN 


SHAPEOF 
SHIELDS 

A pregnant Brooke 
Shields arrives ata gala 
honoring producer 
Brad Grey in Beverly 
Hills, California. The 
former star of the now- 
defunct TV sitcom 
“Suddenly Susan” is 


married to scriptwriter 
Chris Henchy She is EAT ^ ALABANG TOWN CENTER. 


c NOUECUIDE | ET 


‘Schedules aro subject to change without prior notice. 
MTRCB Rating: Parental Guidance 13 (PG-13) 


Check out all the coo! X-men collectibles and memorabilia at myGlobe X2 Exhibit. 
Booths exclusively at Ayala Cinemas in Greenbelt 1, Greenbelt 3, Glorietta 4 and 
Alabang Town Center 
ODER BEDATESI/USSUN Special Thanks to: 
En SASH 
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ARANETA COLISEUM THE EVOLUTION BEGINS 
æn |NCATCOCKDERBY Reserve your seats by texting "SURESEATS G4" or 


SI ATA ESCORT 'SURESEATS GB3" and send to 2333. 
ELEPHANT WORLD Or log on to www.sureseats.com 
FUN RIDES TAGADISCO-IKNG SHP 4 DALU 
ELEPHANT SHOW & RIDE RE-OFEN o GREENBELT 3 
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POWER PLANT c-—  — 1 ANTHONY HOPKINS & JESSICA LANGE 


ary J. Lonnix, Alen Cumeamg, Laum Fraser 
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JOHNNYENGLISH " SHADOW OF THE GAHAMALA MAL  6625:9/60-7051 107 | So eee E 

a VAMPIRE: REA CE ] porre etie] 

030 0 “The single mast viswully dazzling movie chon the vindictive women becomes the new 

700900 "f the last hatfdecade.” wife of the Roman Emperor. 
= Kevin Thomas, LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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xD 
NE CINEMAGIC . CABANATUAN 


TICKET PRICES & SCREENING TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


‘GREENS SHOPPING CENTER. ORTIGAS AVENUE, GREENHILLS. SAN JUAN METRO MANILA + 722 
mumuuumanuuauusuussuusx EUI peer 


TaAY 2 2008 "AWALK TOREMENGER E DMMAT nO URSA 


MSS M MAY 168 17 2003 CUHHITS BACK" (Kun Ledesma) — 300PM CINEMA2 7 
CINEMAS 


FOR INQUIRIES & RESERVATION, PLS. CALL: 721-4726 OR 721-0635 


aa PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — -. 


Bc a ~ ENTERTAINMENT | 
John braves SARS fear, goes to Canada to be with Vanessa 


DESPITE the SARS scare in Cana- 
da, John Estrada left the country 
during Holy Week to be with his 
lady love, Vanessa del Bianco, in 
‘Toronto. 

* Vanessa returned to Canada 
after the Bureau of Immigra- 
lion listed her as an "illegal 
alien" for working in the Philip- 
pines without a permit. Al- 
though Vanessa has Filipino 
roots, she is a Canadian citizen. 

John has never admitted any 
romantic relationship with 
Vanessa, who is said to be the 
cause of the breakup of his 10- 
year marriage to Janice de Be- 
len. But when he appeared ona 
recent episode of "Sharon," 
John defended Vanessa, who 
has been getting bad press de- 
spite her absence in local show 
biz. He pleaded with some writ- 
ers to please stop involving 
Vanessa in the "sins" he has 
committed. 

“She is a very nice person,” 
John said on Sharon's show. “She 
doesn't deserve this.” 

John is expected to be back this 
week to resume his hosting 
chores on ABS-CBN’s noontime 
show “Masayang Tanghali, 
Bayan” and taping for the soap 
“Kay Tagal Kitang Hinintay.” 

For John’s own safety and also 
for the safety of his co-workers in 
the network, he should be sub- 
jected to a quarantine test before 
he starts working. 

Vanessa is said to be making 
hay in Toronto as a commercial 
model. She recently clinched a 


THE LAUGHTER STARTS 
ON MAY 7! 


cin a ey Se 


“SIDE-SPLITTING, 
KNEE-SLAPPING, 
BELIY-ACHING 
LAUGHS!” 


Mote Peres, ENTERTAINMENT SPOTLIGHT CTV MONTREAL 


Steve Martin Queen Latifah 


EN 
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hosts Richard Gomez, Paolo 
Bediones and Janice de Belen 
were teasing him last Sunday 
about Kris Aquino’s earlier 
comment on how often she has 
sex. Kris had said on nation- 
wide TV that she does it three 
times a day. Her remark was re- 
ported in this column last Sun- 
day (April 27, 2003). 

‘Joey said he only does it once a 
week, “but for 10 hours.” 

On TV last Monday, Kris said 
her statement “was taken out of 
context.” 

But she added, “In the con- ; 
text of a happy married life, 
why not (sex three times a 
tay? q 


xi “VERY NICE" is how he 
Not ABS-CBN's idea describes Vanessa del Bianco. 
PATRICIA Daza-Planas, ABS- 

CBN director for corporation 
affairs and public relations, 
wrote in reaction to the lead 
item on this column last Sun- 
day about Martin Nievera be- 
ing “very bitter” at ABS-CBN for 
“milking” his concert with Pops 
Fernandez at the Araneta Coli- 
seum. The show was aired as a 
two-part special on the network 
on April 20 and 27. 

Daza stressed that ABS-CBN 
does not wish to take advan- 
tage of any artist. The network 
entered into an agreement with 
the concert producer, Maxi-Me- 
dia International, to air the 
Araneta Coliseum concert on 
ABS-CBN. 

"The live concert ran for three 
hours and it was Felix Co, owner- 
producer of Maxi-Media, who re- 
quested ABS-CBN to air itas a two- 
part special, so the show would re- 
main intact,” Daza explained. “If 
ABS-CBN aired the concert in only 
one evening, as originally planned, 
large portions of the show would 
have been removed in order to fit 
into the time slot. It was not ABS- 
CBNs intention to milk? the event, 
Dutt was actually an accommoda- 
tion of Maxi-Media's request that 
the concert be aired as a two-part 
special.” 


‘Madame Ratsa’ 
SURFING the channels Friday 


SHOWBIZ 
TipBirs 


Leab 
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contract for a shampoo com- 
mercial and she is on huge bill- 
boards all over the city. 


Not quarantined 

AN ABS-CBN employee sent me 
a text message saying members 
of the network staff have been 
complaining why not all per- 
sonnel who covered the death 
of SARS victim Adela Catalon 
in Alcala, Pangasinan were 
quarantined, contrary to what 
ABS-CBN vice president for 
news Luchi Cruz-Valdez told 
the IxQumem (Entertainment, 
April 27, 2003). 

"The employee said some mem- 
bers of the production crew are still 
reporting for work “and perhaps 
spreading germs.” 

Valdez said reporters Doris 
Bigornia and Dindo Amparo, as 
well as the production crew and 
even drivers of the van which 
went to Alcala, were all quaran- 
tined, 

Meanwhile, the hospital where 
Catalon was confined was Villasis 
Polymedic Hospital and Trauma 
Center. 


night, 1 came across the late- 
evening show, "Ratsada Balita," 
hosted by the gutsy Baby de Je- 
sus on RPN 9. De Jesus, more 
popularly known as “Madame 
Ratsa,” is not your usual talk 
show host who merely tackles is- 
sues and gives commentaries. 
She can be mean, hard-hitting 
and fearless. 

Last Friday, she lashed out at 
Meralco for increasing the Pur- 
chase Power Adjustment (PPA) 
again, without the knowledge of 
most consumers and in the ab- 
sence of a Supreme Court deci- 
sion on the public's complaints. 

"Bising-bisi tayo sa SARS at sa 
giyera sa Iraq, kaya pinagsaman- 
talhan tayo ng Meralco para 
itaas na naman ang PPA,” De Je- 
sus barked. 

She said Meralco should retum 
the peoples money which went 
tothe PPA. 

"Hindi kami tanga, bobo o uto- 
uto," De Jesus said. "Huwag ninyo 
kaming paglolokohin." 

De Jesus is also amusing, espe- 
cially when she blurts out her 
one-liners. She is entertaining, 
too, Last Friday, she did an entire 
show in a studio that had no air 
conditioning, yet she even 
danced before the cameras to the 
tune of the “Ketchup Song.” 

When she read a fan mail from 
a priest who commended her pro- 


Sex for 10 hours 
JOEY Marquez's "S-Files" co- 


FEARLESS John Estrada should also be quarantined when he comes 
home. iet SANTO 


MIRCB p PG-13 


gram, De Jesus was ecstatic. 
“Ayan, may isa na akong fan,” she 
gushed. 

Yesterday, she started her daily 
show, "Madame Ratsa, Live,” 
which runs right smack into the 
noontime programs “Eat Bulaga” 
and “Masayang Tanghali, Bayan.” 

“Naku, ako ang ilalaban ninyo 
sa kanila?” she told her produc- 
tion crew. "Ano'ng gusto niyong 


Nina in ‘Coldwar’ with Kyla at Ratsky 


gawin ko, tumulay sa alambre?” 

“Madame Ratsa Live,” which 
also carries De Jesus’ trademark 
commentary and hard-hitting 
style, is a welcome alternative 
to noontime programming. If 
viewers get tired of watching 
those contests on the noontime 
show, they can switch channels 
and be entertained as well by 
Madame Ratsa. 


MUSIC scene's current 
toast, Nina, whose an- 
gelic voice breathed 
life to the smash hit, 
“Jealous,” 
takes center 
stage oppo- 
site fellow 
artist Kylaina 
concert, 
“Coldwar;” April 30, 
830 pm. at Ratsky 
Bar and Restaurant in 
Tomas Morato, Que- 


Bringing Y P 


iuuat OG 
T MU SOULSIREN. Nina is 


Eje : the current toast of. 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures. 


Children below 13. 
in accompanied 
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GRAND OPENING TODAY 


A Star Cinema 10th Year Anniversary Presentation 


4 have been waiting for so long. It was you all along. 


- S Ronaldo Valdez Gina Pareño Pen Medina Marissa Delgado 
Jennifer Sevilla Gerald Madrid Angel Jacob and Matet de Leon 


Piel Pascal 
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Nina, whose petite 
frame is easily defied 

by her powerful 

vole, be- 
longstothe 
mew school 
of R&B, char- 
acterized by 
bouncy, hip 
tunes, smooth, soul- 
ful melody and lyrics 
that at times can be 
stark simple, but 
heartrending as well. 

Though relatively 
new in the local music 
scene, Nina lays claim 
to an album, “Heav- 
en,” which has earned 
raves, heavy airplays 
for the debut single 
and brisk — sales 
enough to reach the 
gold record status 
soon. 

She glided to the 
hearts and conscious- 
ness of listeners via 
the haunting strains of 
Jealous,” which sky- 
rocketed to the hit 
charts. 

As she made her 
entry into the music 
scene, Nina was 
readily baptized 
with the title “Soul 
Siren.” 

For inquiries about 
"Coldwar" the con- 
cert, call 374-1055 or 
09178100975. 
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Sess Adam Sandler, Jack Nicholson offer 


non-stop laughs in fun, new comedy 

in the No. 1 comedy in America, Adam Sandler and 
Jack Nicholson star together for the first time as patient 
and therapist — though at times ifs hard to tell which 
‘one is which! 

After a misunderstanding aboard an airplane, mild- 
mannered Dave Buznik (Sandler) ® ordered to attend 
anger management sessions rum by outrageous 
psychiatrist Dr. Buddy Rydell (Nicholson). 

Tortured by Buddy's wacky and abrasive 
confrontational methods, Dave must decide whether to 
crawl back into his shell or stand up for himself, and 
keep his giri (Marisa Tomei) along the way. 

With surprise appearances by top celebrities. 
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Selling Trumpets shows: The business of show business 


By Butch Jimenez 
Contributor 


‘THERE is indeed no business like show busi- 
ness! 

‘Show business is one huge roll of the dice. 
It’s hard to predict the next big hit, the next 
star, or the latest entertainment craze. That's 
why we in Trumpets have always made it a 
point to present musicals that are not only ex- 
cellent artistically but also make business. 


Wardrobe” and “Little Mermaid,” Trumpets 
will present “Honk!” whic as best musi- 
cal over "The Lion King” in the 2000 
Lawrence Olivier Awards in London. 


Positive values 

“Honk!” is a modern adaptation of the 
beloved tale, “The Ugly Duckling,” which 
stresses that true beauty is from within. 


‘The 2003 Trumpets production of “Honk!” 


features Franco Laurel and Carlo Orosa who'll 
be sharing the role of "Ugly", Carla Martinez, 
Agot Isidro who is making her stage debi 
comedian Nanette Inventor and Sheila Fran- 
cisco, fresh from her critically accla 
formance as Bloody Mary in London's 
Pacific,” Lana Jalosjos, stage veterans Noel 
Rayos and Tonipet Gaba, as well as fast rising 
Paolo Valenciano. 


‘Trumpets’ “Honk!” runs at the Meralco 


Theater from August to September, 

If you're looking for a vehicle on positive 
values for the whole family as well as a means 
to raise funds for your own worthy cause, 
check out this years Trumpets production, 


‘welcomes sales agents who 
can earn commissions selling shows. Interest- 
ed parties may call Trumpets Sales Depart- 


ment at 633-5010, 633-4387, 635-478. THE AUTHOR 


The business mod- 
el of a Trumpets pro- 
duction has always 
been based on part- 
merships with block 
buyers who buy a full 
show at a discounted. 
rate and sell the tick- 
ets with the objective 
of earning a profit. 
This partnership al- 
lows Trumpets to 
widen its audience 
base as well as help 
groups and institu- 
tions raise funds for 
their own noble ob- 
jectives. 

The first question 
a budding business- 
man usually asks is, 
how big are the risks 
in such a venture? 
Though every busi- 
ness has its risks, 
Trumpets has de- 
vised a scheme to 
minimize the risks of 
losses and to provide 
the block buyer with 
varied sources of rev- 
enues to help ensure 
aretum. 

Depending on the 
play dates, Trumpets 
sells its shows for as 
low as P360,000 to as 
much as P410,000. If 
a block buyer is able 
to sell all his tickets, 
he stands to eam a 
gross of about 
P608,000, or a net in- 
come of anywhere 
between P198,000 
and P248,000. This 
represents a return of 
investment of any- 
where between al- 
most 50 and 70 per- 
cent for about two 
months of ticket sell- 
ing. 


Souvenir 


program ads 

Aside from just 
ticket sales, a block 
buyer is also given 
the option to sell sou- 
venir program ads. 
There are buyers 
who use this scheme 
to cover the cost of 
the show itself. One 
fund raising group 
was able to solicit 
more than P400,000 
worth of souvenir 
program ads, which 
made the revenue 
from ticket sales sim- 
ply gravy for their or- 
ganization. 

Another possible 
source of revenue for 
a Trumpets block 
buyer is sponsor- 
ships. After securing 
the major sponsors 
for the run, Trumpets 
allows block buyers 
to also secure spon- 
sorships not only for 
their own block-buy- 
ers night but for the 
whole run. Block 
buyers get a signifi 
cant share of the rev- 
enue from the spon- 
sors they bring in, 
which adds to their 
total income. - 

To help block buy- 
ers sell tickets, Trum- 
pets backs up its ma- 
jor productions with 
a strong tri-media 
campaign, Extensive 
promotional efforts 
are done through 
television, radio, bill- 
boards and print ad- 
vertising as well as 
“on-the-ground” 
events. 

Tickets are reason- 
ably priced, While 
other musicals sell 
thelr tickets for as 
much as P1,500 
each, Trumper’s next 
musical production 
will get you a premi- 
um seat for half that 
amount or P750. 

After a string of 
box office hits like 
‘Joseph the Dream- 
er” "The Lion The 
With and The 
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Beijing faces negative growth due to SARS 


BEIJING is likely to record its first 
negative growth in gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) in more than 
half a century this year if the out- 
break of atypical pneumonia 
drags on, according to a report. 
The report, compiled by the 
China Economic Research Center 
and the Health Policy and Admin- 
istration Studies Center of Peking 
University, forecast that economic 
losses in this capital city may go up 
to 60 billion yuan ($7.25 billion). 
Even based on a conservative 
estimate, the capital city’s GDP 
growth may dive to zero from 


12.7 per cent in the first quarter 
of this year, the report said. 

Beijing-based China Business 
Times cited the report as saying 
yesterday that the impact from 
Severe acute respiratory syn- 
drome (SARS) may cut the city’s 
tourism revenues alone by about 
40 billion yuan ($4.83 billion). 

Since last month, the number 
of overseas visits to Beijing, one 
ofthe hardest-hit areas by the flu- 
like epidemic, has dived by 80 
percent. 

If indirect losses are included, 
the total economic losses may 


reach as high as 60 billion yuan 
($7.25 billion) in Beijing, the re- 
port concluded. 

Due to the local government's 
poor response to the disease out- 
break at the initial stage, the 
number of SARS cases has been 
growing rapidly over the past 
Week to reach 1,199, with 59 
deaths, as of 10 am yesterday. 

‘A recent poll has suggested 
that the negative impact of SARS 
has already moved beyond the 
tourism sector to strike more do- 
mestic consumptiondriven in- 
dustries such as catering, railway 


transportation, airlines, retail, 
entertainment and even mobile 
communications business. 

‘These industries have begun to 
feel mounting pressure from the 
epidemic outbreak although many 
economists agree that the overall 
national economic growth will suf- 
fer little substantial impact. 

"Our business cannot be 
worse,” said taxi-driver Zhang, 
who was waiting in a long queue 
of taxies for business yesterday at 
Beijing West Railway Station. 

Zhang said he earned only less 
than 100 yuan ($12.1) the whole 


day on Sunday, in stark contrast 
with a daily average of up to 250 
yuan ($30.2) in normal days. 

As more and more residents 
choose to stay at home in a bid to 
reduce the risk of being infected, 
the capital city’s more than 
50,000 taxi drivers like Zhang are 
expecting a hard time. 

For Zhang and most of his col- 
leagues, even earning enough to 
pay the monthly car rent of 3,500 
yuan (US$433) is becoming a 
mission impossible this month. 

On Sunday the Beijing Munici- 
pal Taxi Administration asked lo- 


cal taxi companies to cut car rent 
by 200 yuan ($24) per week to 
ease their financial burden. 

“We appreciate the govem- 
ments effort, but I'm afraid the 
rent reduction is too little to offset 
our losses,” Zhang said. The tax 
driver said the number of mar 
passengers to Beijing has seen . 
sharp decrease since April 20 
when the official tally of SARS 
case was revised to 339 from 37. 

Sales of Beijing's 750 railway 
ticket agencies have seen a fall of 
more than 30 per cent since late 
March. Asia News Network 


US, Japan 
have worst 
aid policies, 
index says 


WASHINGTON—Japan and the United 
States, the world’s two richest countries, are 
at the bottom of the heap in terms of good de- 
velopment policies, put to shame by smaller 
and less wealthy counterparts, a new study 
has found. 

"The Netherlands topped the new index as 
the most development friendly rich country, 
followed by Denmark and Portugal. None of 
the group of seven leading industrial coun- 
tries made it into the top five. 

Japan ranks bottom out of the 21 rich 
countries, with the United States taking sec- 
ond to last place. 

"Japan's poor performance in the foreign 
aid and migration categories help consign it 
to last place,” according to a statement from 
the authors, the Center for Global Develop- 
ment and Foreign Policy magazine. 

The index lists the countries based on their 
dedication to policies helping the 5 billion 
people living in poorer nations worldwide. " 

The ranking takes into account the size of 
aid budgets as well as openness to developing 
country exports, performance in peacekeep- 
ing, investment, migration and environmen- 
tal policies. 

Italso penalizes financial assistance to cor» 
rupt regimes and policies that harm shared 
environmental resources. 

Although the United States is the best coun- 
try for the openness ofits trade policies, it comes 
nearly last in the index because of poor marks in 
environmental policy and tied aid. Reuters 


Citigroup open 
to new ventures 


NEW YORK—Citigroup Ine., which has bank- 
ing operations in more than 150 countries, is 
amenable to further foreign deals as it contin- 
ues to diversify globally, the head of its inter- 
national group said on Monday. 

“We will continue to respond to attractive 
acquisition opportunities,” Deryck Maughan, 
Citigroup vice chairman and chief executive of 
its international unit, said at UBS Warburg's fi- 
nancial services conference in Manhattan. 

Citigroup's last big foreign purchase came 
in 2001, when it agreed to buy Grupo Fi- 
nanciero Banamex-Accival, then Mexico's No. 
2 bank, for $12.5 billion. 

1f Citigroup were approached by a prof- 
table bank that could add value through its 
geographic positioning and banking product 
portfolio, "we would welcome it into the 
family" Maughan said. 

"The more products, the more countries, 
the more secure we feel," he said. 

Maughan said the bank wants to focus on 
nine key markets for growth: Hong Kong, 
Singapore, India, Germany, the United 
Kingdom, Poland, Japan, Taiwan and 
Brazil. Citigroup sees opportunities in both 
commercial banking and corporate and in- 
vestment banking, he said. 

Investors were concerned with the effect of 
SARS—the potentially deadly Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome—which has been af- 
fecting parts of Asia and is seen as hitting the 
‘economies of the region. 

“Idon't view itas a material economic event, 
not yet,” said Maughan, adding that predicting 
the future of the virus was a job for scientists. 
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Citigroup's Salomon Smith Barney in- 
vestment banking arm and nine other firms 
were part of a landmark $1.4 billion settle- 
ment with market regulators that was final- 
ized on Monday. 

Securities watchdogs had accused the 
banks of misleading investors by issuing bi- 
ased stock research designed to win invest- 
ment banking business. 

Maughan declined to comment on the set- 
lement, which was announced during his 
lunchtime speech, but he said the bank wil 
adhere to global standards. 

"These are global markets and we believe 
they have global applications" he said. Reuters 
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By Zane Ronquillo 
Contributor 


IP's summer alright. Everybody's excited 
to hit the country’s famous beaches. And 
while your working on that golden tan, 
why not work on getting the hottest 
year-round accessory as well, an envi- 
able mind, Don't forget to catch up on 
your favorite reads during 
well-deserved break 
Remember, a sensible and 
intelligent person is al 
ways sexy. We rounded up. 
a few of our fellow youth 
readership advocates to 
give you their recom: 
mended summer 
reads perfect for those 
breezy afternoons, ly 
ing in a hammock and | 
sipping cold lemon 
ade. 

Arnold Arre, ‘At | 
ter Eden" author | 
and artist (Adarna 
House): $ 

1. “Einstein's f 
Dreams” by Alan | 
Lightman L 

Definitely my all 
time favorite! It romanticizes 
Einstein’s theory of relativity and shows 
how time and space can be unpre- 
dictable, oftentimes frightening, yet alto- 
gether beautiful. 

2. “Goodbye Chunky Rice” by Craig 
‘Thompson 

This one of a kind graphic novel ex- 
plores a heartwarming tale about love, 
friendship and coping with loss. Told ina 
unique way that only sequential art can. 

3, "Dune" by Frank Herbert. 

This sweeping fantasy epic is the only 
piece of literature I know that can rival 
Tolkien's "Lord of the Rings” and Asi- 
mov's “The Foundation Series." 

4, "The Third Wave" by Alvin Toffler 

For you teenagers, this is a must-read 
if you want to survive and make sense 
out ofall the chaos happening in our civi- 
lization today. It explains in simple lan- 
guage how society evolves and how the 
seemingly small events in history can 
change the world forever. 

5. “Box Office Poison” by Alex Robin- 
son 

Halfway into this funny and witty 500- 
page graphic novel, youll feel like you've 
known the characters all your life. Aside 
from all the sex, friendship, love and be- 
traal issues it tackles, it really is the sto- 
ry of how artists can overrun the me- 
chanical corporate monstrosities that 
hound our society. Feel-good all around. 

6. "The Narnia Chronicles" by CS 
Lewis. 

Way before Harry Potter, The Narnia 
Chronicles had already explored the 
world of the fantastic. Ie still never fails 
to give that sense of childlike wonder 
with each reading. A good gift fora loved 
one, young and old. 

Bernie Sim, MTV Ink writer and il- 
lustrator: 

1. “Second Hand" by Michael Zadoori- 
an 

For anyone and everyone who's been 
bitten by the ukay/ 
bargain hunting 
bug. Like the cool 
junk we covet, 
this delightful fic- 
tion makes you 
think about what 
people should real- 
lyvalue. 

2. “Welcome to 
Temptation" by Jen- 
nifer Cruise 

Tve graduated 
from reading three- 
inch thick trashy ro- 
mance novels in high 
school, but I still can't 
resist picking one up. 
occasionally, especially 
if theyre as funny and 
sexy as Jennifer Cruise's 
work, The contemporary. 
plots are a gazillion king- 
doms away from Cinderella fantasies, 
the babes are neurotic, and the hunks are 
sometimes pricks. 

"Welcome to Temptation” is one of my 
favorite low brow novels, and not just 
because it’s got porn in it. 

3. "The Passion of Artemisia" by Susan 
Vreeland 

I picked this one up because I am a fe- 
male artist myself. Artemisia Gentileschi 
is one of the greatest artists of 17th cen- 

tury Italian Baroque, the first ever fe- 
male painter who made a living by her 
brush, and whose horrific rape trial was 
the first ever documented. Susan's fic 
tional account nevertheless shows us a 
determined and passionate woman who 
was courageous enough to gun for what 
she wants in life, especially in such a 
masochistic environment. 

4. “Happy Endings” by Luis Joaquin 
Katigbak 

Begulling and whimsical, these short 
stores of love amd life by Palanca 
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awardee Luis Katigbak never fails to 

bring a smile to my face. Its always a 

thrill to re-discover them, even after col- 
lege. 

T "Emily the Strange” by Cosmic De- 
bris 

A visual treat for little deviants every- 

where. I'm a big fan of Emily and her 

Its placed right 

beside my copy of Jessica Zafra's “Chick- 

‘en Pox for the Soul"). If you're 

amed ^ after 

someone 

who's as 


f eccentric 


Strange 
Bronte, 
you'd be up 
to no good 
too. 


Pakikipagsapala 

ni) Zsazsa 

Zaturnah” by 
| Carlo Vergara 


about time someone ("One Night in Pur- 
gatory" creator Carlo Vergara to be ex- 
act) came up with Darna comics. This 
two-part, black and white local comic 
made me laugh so much, milk came out 
of my nostrils (well, after I drank it, of 
course). Influenced heavily by sward- 
speak, so-bad-its-good Pinoy movies, 
comics, and pop 
culture, Zsazsas 
brand of slapstick 
humor and crazy 
gay wit will have 
you tittering in no 
time. I give it three 
snaps in Z forma- 
tion. 

Thor Balanon, 
Filipinas Her- 
itage Library 
manager 

1. “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer: 
Tales of the Slayer 
Vol. 2" (Includes 
Jane — Espenson, 
Max Allan Collins 
and Matthew V 
Clemens) 

Asa TV show it 
has been constant- 
ly acclaimed by 
critics and the 
academe, its no surprise that the "Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer" literature is equally 
well written and engaging as its prede- 
cessor. “Tales of the Slayer Vol. 2” is a 
compilation of 10 short stories that ex- 
pands the modem mythology of girls 
(and watchers) who fight demons while 
also battling the bittersweet pangs of 
growing up. From the mystical mists of 
980 Japan to the sunshiny streets of Sun- 
nydale in 2000, this Sci-Fi Bookclub Al- 

temate Selection is packed 

with surprising twists, 
high-kicking action and 
j biting humor. Definitely a 
book to sink your teeth 
into 
2. "The Wish List" by 
Eoin Colfer 

From the author of 
the naughty and imagi- 
tive "Artemis Fowl" 
comes an inventive 
tale of trials and salva- 
tion. A fatal gas ex- 
plosion sends Meg 
Finn in an alternate. 
limbo where both 
Heaven and Hell are 
fighting over her 

soul. 
Megs only 
d choice is to help an 
old man to complete taskson 
his wish list, hoping that St. Peter will 
grant her a ticket to the pearly gates. 
Nothing is what it seems when your (af- 
ter) life is all wiggy, and what followsis a. 
surprising, hilarious journey towards as- 

cension. 

3. “Anina ng mga Alon” by Eugene Y. 
Evasco 

“Anina ng mga Alon” is the poignant 
tale of Anina, a Badjao child who has al- 
ways lived with the sea, forced on a quest 
for acceptance. In the road to self-discov- 
ery, she discovers the noble struggle of a 
culture trying to survive, the unkindness 
of poverty, and the triumph of a deter- 
mined spirit. "Anina" is beautifully nar- 
rated in the poetic prose of Palanca 
award-winner Eugene Evasco. 

4. "Tangerine" by Edward Bloor 

When nearly blind Paul Fisher, who 
lives in the shadow of his football hero 
brother Erik, moves to Tangerine, Flori- 
da, he discovers his uncanny talent to 
play soccer. But it's not that easy to get 
into the team. For starters, in a place 
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where forest fires and thunderstorms are 
ordinary, it is not totally alarming when 
kids start getting struck by lightning dur- 
ing soccer practice. Paul's heroic stand 
for his passion, alongside other vividly 
drawn characters make “Tangerine” a 
riveting read with tight plotlines and an 
exhilarating revelation at the end. 
5. "Stardust" by Neil Gaiman 
Famous for his award-winning "Sand- 
man” series, Neil Gaiman weaves a mes- 
merizing tale of a mythical quest for 
love. Tristan Thom falls in love with the 
haunting beauty Victoria Forrester, but it 
is not enough. She promises to marry 
him if he brings her a star, Tristan ven- 
tures into the faerie world and finds a 
young woman with a broken leg, who 
turns out to be the star he was looking 
for. Everything in Gaiman's world is 
unanticipated: talking trees, humanoid 
stars, immortal hunters, and a love that 
defies time. 
6. "American Son” by Brian Ascalon 
Roley 
In his debut novel, Brian Roley paints 
a dark picture of two Fil-Am brothers 
growing up in Califomia. Gabe tries very 
rdmrd to steer away from the gang 
lifestyle that his brother Tomas has cho- 
sen. He runs from home, hoping to es- 
cape his past and his heritage. But fi 
ing only brought him closer to a destiny 
that continues to spiral downward. 
Though containing a few graphic 
scenes of violence, “American Boy” clear- 
ly gets across the fear of alienation that 
occasionally plague teens nowadays. 
Mabi-David  Balangue, Adarna 
House marketing and communica- 
tions officer ` 
1. “Falling off the 
Map" by Pico Iyer 
In this collection, Pi- 
co Iyer writes about the 
“loneliest places” on 
earth (and their’ re- 
moteness is brought on 
mot just by geography 
but often occasioned by 
economic and political 
* instabilities.) Hove Pico 
Iyer because his travel 
essays are intelligently 
written, his anecdotes 
sharp and extremely 
funny, and he disap- 
pears into the back- 
ground of what hes 
writing about so that 
the truths about the 
place, the people, the 
culture, all unfold be- 
] fore the reader. In all his 
books, not once did he 
whine or complain 
which some “travel writers” often do and. 
this I respect. And in this season when 
we all troop to the “best, most fun” vaca- 
tion places, it is a welcome contrast to 
réad about and visit these lonely places. 

2. "Santaland Diaries" by David Sedaris 

if the cover hadn't caught my eye, 1 
wouldn't have bought the book. It had a 
man in Santa suit, his back to us, taking a 
leak in a urinal. The blurb also suggests 
that the book may be used as a drink 
coaster. Sedaris is nasty as he is hilarious 
and 1 don’t think Tve ever laughed as 
hard as when was reading this book. He 
is self-absorbed, delusional and a genius 
of satire 

3. "The Hours" by Michael Cunning- 
ham 

"The Hours” intertwines the lives of 
three women from different periods: Và 
ginia Woolf as she begins writing Mrs. 
Dalloway, Laura Brown who gets up to 
prepare for her husband's birthday but 
stays a bit longer in bed to read Mrs. Dal- 
loway, ante Clarrisa Vaughn who unwit- 
tingly reenacts what takes place in the 
novel. More than the obvious paral- 
lelisms and common themes running 
throughout the story, what makes the 
book worth reading is that underneath 
the seeming lack of plot, Cunningham 
artfully captures the quiet desperation of 
the lives of three women. (And the book 
is infinitely better than the movie.) 

4."Slam Romances” 

Its fun reading light romance stories 
in the summer. Two | really like are Una 
and Miguel by Lilledeshan Bose and All 
the Right Moves by Tara Sering. The two 
novellas are well-written, fast-paced and 
even if I'm already in my late 20s, these 
two books cater well to that part of me 
which insists on being a sucker for great 
Hollywood romances. 

Una and Miguel is a funnier, fresher 
take-on-an-old-plot-popular boy, outcast 
girl. The dialogues are nasty and laugh- 
outloud funny. Sering’s All the Right 
Moves is a choose-your-own-romance 
book. It is one kilig ride. 

5. “Ariel” by Sylvia Plath 

"Dying is an arv/like everything else./ 
1do it exceptionally well.// I do it so it 
feels like hell./ 1 do it so it feels real.” 1 
first encountered Plath’s poems when | 
was in my mid-teens and the bleak, vivid 
energy in her poems matched my 
teenage angst. Her words were like 
shards of broken glass. One writer (I for- 
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the Map 
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get who) said that reading her poems is 
like catching a bullet with your teeth. But 
one needs to get past the suicidal angry 
feminist label and recognize that it is her 
poetry and not her confession which she 
did exceptionally well. 

6. "Lolita" by Vladimir Nabokov 

One of the best. 
novels ever writ- 
ten, it's also 
Nabokovs most 
controversial. 

Humbert Hum- 

bert, an aging 

European intel- 

Jectual is in love 

and in pursuit 

of Lolita, an 

adolescent 

nymphet. The 

first line nev- 

er fails to reel 

readers in: 

“Lolita, love 

of my life, 

fire of my 

loins.” It’s a 

delirious | “tim 

meditation | 

Saree ra 

desire and 
madness. 
Humbert’s all-con- 

suming desire and depravity written in 
Nabokov's delirious and feverish prose. 
left me stunned and shaken. 

Reading this book is to surrender one- 
self into the hands of a master. 

Clarissa Concio, MTV INK managing 
editor: 

1."Coraline" by Neil Gaiman 

I never had boring summers, even if i 
stayed at home because i always tried to 
explore and look for new things to do. 
Coraline is a story about a girl who did 
just that and, in the process, realized that 
‘sometimes, things and people need not 
be complicated, exciting and “different” 
to be special. (Besides, it’s Neil Gaiman. 
‘You can't go wrong with Gaiman.) 

2. “Lenore” by Roman Dirge 

If there's anything or anyone who can 
be both dead and extremely cute at the 
same time, then Lenore is it. Fun, easy, 
gory reading about a pretty, witty, dead 
girl and her strange~posse* of gross 
friends. eds attt 

3."1001 Arabian Nights” 

A great book to bring along with you 
during trips. It's one looooong story 
pieced together by short, entertaining 
tales. And, despite what most people 
may think because of the adaptations of 
the stories in Arabian Nights for kids’ 
books (Aladdin, Ali Baba and the forty 
thieves), the original Arabian Nights 
contains lots of violence. 

4. "The Silmarillion” by J.R.R. Tolkien 

For nerds who don’t want their brains 
nant during the 
summer break, 

JRR. Tolkien's 
‘The Silmarillion 
provides days 
of geek fun. 
The book tells 
of the begin- 
nings of mid- 
dle earth, as 
well as a his- 
tory of its 
different — | 
of i 


ready with | 
anotebook f 
and pen- É 
notetak- E25 
inghighly 
recom- 
mended. 

Also in- 
cludes 

Arwen 

and Aragorn's love story. 

5. “MTV INK” 

Funny features, interesting pieces on 
the hottest musicians and artists, lotsa 
cool stuff and freebies, Magic Eye..who 
could ask for more in a mag? 

Pierre Palallos, WWF Philippines 
‘communications officer 

Tusually read magazines that relate to 
my line of work. 

1."Mac User" 

This magazine is a great source for Mac 
users. It features all the latest from Macin- 
tosh and offers great tips from digital 
imaging, sound production, graphic de- 
sign, etc. It also gives freebies once in a 
while. 

2. National Geographic Magazine 

My dad used to subscribe Nat Geo way 
back in the 70s and '80s. I usually read 
all the back issues whenever 1 have the 
time. The articles are well written and in- 
sightful.. The images are great too. 

3. Any magazine on graphic design 

1 get design tips and ideas from these 
magazines. 

4. “Dragonlance series" 

Tma big Fantasy/Adventure lover and 
1 recommend the Dragonlance series. If 
you like The Lord of the Rings trilogy, 
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you will love this one. Start with the Leg- 
end of Huma (Herpes series) then follow. 
it with the Chronicle series: Dragons of 
Auto Twilight, Dragons of Venter Night, 
Dragons of Spring Dawning. 

Bastiaan Van de Loo, assistant polit- 
ical and cultural affairs, Netherlands 
Embassy 

1. “The Clash of Civi- 
lizations and the Re- 
making of World Or- 
der" by Samuel P 
Huntington 

Reading this book 
will give the reader a 
greater understanding 
of contemporary is- 

Sues in the world: anti 

Americanism, funda- 

mentalism, and region- 
alism. Huntington ex- 

plains this by giving a 

historical ^ background 
ond analyzing certain 
patterns in international 

ations that affect all of 


2. “A Nation under Fire" 
y Francisco Tatad 

ince I am writing my 

master thesis on The Rise 


mas? Yereawnra] and Fall of Joseph Estrada, A 


Case Study of Philippine Poli- 
tics, I came along this book. It 
gives a very good insight of the Estrada 
Impeachment trial. Although Tatad is 
not objective, this book provides, a dif- 
ferent and important perspective on ED- 
SAIL 
3. "Under the Crescent Moon: Rebel- 
lion in Mindanao” By Marites Danguilan. 
Vitug & Glenda M. Gloria 
This was part of the literature T read 
while studying at the University of 
Hawaii under Prof. Wurfel and Prof. Be- 
linda Aquino. In my daily conversations 
with Filipinos I wonder whether they are 
aware of the background of the crisis in 
Mindanao. This book provides this nec: 
essary information. Sometimes it is for- 
gotten that Filipinos are fighting each: 
other and that it is about time that al 
parties come together and try to ensure. 
lasting peace. ; 
4. "Porks and Other Perks. Corruptio 


and Governance in the Philippines" edi 


ed by Sheila S. Coronel H 
All articles in this book are shocking: 
cases of corruption in the Philippines. Tt: 
shows that despite the enormous soci 
economic disparities, certain govern: 
ment officials and politicians seem tà: 
have difficulty in keeping their hands of: 
money that belongs to all Filipinos. Thé: : 
introduction by Joel Rocamora, which: 
gives a background on corruptiom;: 
should I think become compulsory litera: 
ture in high school to educate the yout! 
on this matter. f 
S. “Booty Capitalism: The Poetics of: 
Banking in the Philippines” by Paul 
‘Hutcheroft 
Reading’ 
this book 
was one of- 
the reasons 
1 got so in- 
terested in 
the Philip- 
pines. It 
tackles the 
question of 
why the 
Philippines 
continuously 
lagged behind 
other Asian 
} economies. 
-- Hutcheroft does 
7 this by analyzing 
the interactions. 
between the state 
the major 
T ui families of the oli- 
— - garchy in the 
SER 2? bankig sector 
since the JOOS. 
Booty capitalism,” 
he explains, emerged from relations be- 
tween a patrimonial state and a predato: 
ry oligarchy. Unfortunately, the preva 
lence of this oligarchy, that has dominat- 
ed and exploited Philippine polities anc 
economy for years, continues to be one 
of the main obstacles to Philippine devel 
opment: 
6. “A Diary of a Young Girl” by Anne 
Frank 
For her 13th birthday, Anne received ¢ 
diary and in this diary Anne started tc 
write about her experiences while in 
hiding from the anti-Jewish Nazis during. 
World War II. This book deeply touched me 
and once again reminded me of the impor 
tance of respecting diversity among people 
Nowadays, Anne Frank's diary has become 
universal message of courage and hope it 
the face of adversity, Thinking again abou 
current affairs: I wonder how many girls anc 
boys are going through the same suffering a 
Anne did in Mindanao, Sudan, and othe 
war-tom parts in the world. The Anne Fran! 
Exhibit has been put up by the Netherland: 
Embassy in Shangri-la Plaza and will trans. 
ferto Cebu in April and Davao in May. 


Li à ^ 


By Mark Andrew F Bonifacio 
2bUI Correspondent 


CED tea is becoming as 
[peruse XE 
das. In fact, it is fast becom- 
ing the preferred thirst- 
quencher of many people. 
Can't have enough of iced tea? Check 
out some of the best and most refreshing 
iced teas in town. 


Red Iced Tea 
Tokyo Tokyo 
P40 

Yes, itis indeed red in color butitis not 
strawberry or cherry. What makes this 
iced tea special is the bubblegum and 
candy aftertaste. A heavy favorite among 
‘Tokyo Tokyo patrons, the Red Iced Tea, 
served with lemon wedge, would com- 
plete your Japanese meal. You can order 
itby the glass or plastic bottle 


Leaves of Grass 
The Kitchen 
P40 
Who says tea and pandan can't go to- 
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gether? This refreshment, exquisitely 
flavored with pandan, would remind you 
at first of the famous Pinoy drink, sago at 
gulaman, only better. Served “bottom- 
less," Leaves of Grass is recommended 
for those who prefer a Filipino-tasting 
iced tea. 


Cool It! 
The Kitchen 
P40 

True to its name, Cool It! is a delight 
for mint lovers. Also served "bottomie: 
like Leaves of Grass, this iced tea wit 
mint can taste like toothpaste at first b 
as you sip it, you will be truly refreshed. 
The cool minty taste will make you feel- 
ing pampered. 


Nestea Apple 
P10 

A refreshing treat especially for those 
who are always on the go, Nestea Apple 
truly captures the taste of apple. The cala- 
mansi-flavored is just as authentictast- 
ing. You won't have a hard time looking 
for this iced tea since it is available in cans 
from vendo machines, Recommended for 
those who are budget-conscious. 


Iced tea is fast 
becoming 

the preferred 
thirst-quencher 


of many people 


Snapple (lemon and raspberry) 
P23 


1f you don't want your iced t 
sweet, this one's for you. People 

‘sweet tooth may not appreciate it since 
it tastes a bit sour, making it distinct 
from other iced teas. You can feel a tin- 
gling sensation after drinking it (espe- 
cially the Raspberry flavor). Available in 
glass bottles, Snapple's iced tea is per- 
fect with desserts, as an alternative to 
coffee 


Sola 
P24.20 
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Made of black tea, Sola Iced Tea comes 
in three flavors (lemon, peach and rasp- 
berry) and packed in a cute glass bottle, 
Sweet-tea lovers would have a grand 
time with this drink. Among the three 
flavors, peach is the best. Best drunk 
when ‘cold (otherwise it tastes too 
sweet), Sola Iced Tea is ideal for snacks. 


Lipton Lemon Bottled Iced Tea 
P18.15 

Lipton Bottled Iced Tea leads the pack 
among commercially available iced teas. 
Its right blend makes it pleasing to the 
taste buds and will leave you wanting 


Wendy’s Iced Tea 
Biggie size: P 29 

There is something about this iced tea 
that leaves you feeling cold and full af- 
terwards, Whatever it is, a bacon cheese- 
burger, bacon mushroom melt, French 
fries or any other Wendy’s meal would 
not be complete without its famous iced 
tea. 

Blended with just the right amount of 
sweetness and lemon (or is it calaman- 
si?), this iced tea truly makes a refreshing 
difference. Biggie size recommended, 


Trendy 


and affordable fashion finds 


HIP fashion store 


Rockwell recently cele- 


Globe Gentext co-presented this years 


brated its first anniversary with a fashion fair 
at the North Court of Power Plant Mall. 

All 14 establishments showcased the lat- 
est trends in fashion. Babo, Clad Shoppe, 
Don't Miss, Dtour, Lhasa, Limited and Mix 
Clothing exhibited outfits for today’s trend 
setting and trend-conscious women. Dickies, 
Reverse and Underground showed off stitch- 

cool guys. Janylin and Sole pre- 


event. The focus of this anniversary celebra- 
tion was to promote peace in the world and 
inculcate social awareness in today’s youth. 
Part of the proceeds were donated to the 
Philippine Red Gross. 

Lots of activities, promotions, freebies and 
discounts awaited Hip patrons and Genot 
members. This groovy happening was also 
sponsored by O Music Video and Meg Maga- 
zine. 

HIP is a cozy hub of stores at the second 
floor of Power Plant Mall in Rockwell Center, 


Memories as precious as diamonds are best captured in Gold. And as our special offer on our 75th Anniversary, we give 
you Kodak Gold films at even greater value. Also available in 24 exposure film at P79.00 and 12 exposure film at P66.00. 


So as we celebrate our Diamond Year, celebrate the brilliance of life with Kodak Gold. 


Promo period is from April 1 to May 31, 2003. 
Available in all Kodak film outlets nationwide. 
Per DTI-NCH permit no. 170 series of 2003, 
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Capturing the brillionce of life. 


at the Summer Bangketa Fair of Greenhills Shopping Center, ? 


Don't get tangled in a time warp. Get a new 
look this summer at GSC's Summer Bangketa 
Fair. With over 1,000 stalls and extended 


shopping hours 'til 10 P.M, on Fridays and 
Saturdays, you'll surely find everything you 


need to look this summer's best. 
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You may'feel that your child: has a 
temperature that's warmer than usual. Does 
he have fever? It is importent to remember 
that although the average normal body. 
temperature Is 37°C, it may vary among 
people. There is also a regular daily pattern. 
that. varies from person to person. Upon 
waking up in themorning, body temperature 


* is at its lowest, and is highest in the late 


afternoon. Most children have a higher body 
temperature than adults and have more 
daily variations. Food, extra clothing, anxiety, 
and physical activity or exercise can lead 
čo a temporary increase in temperature. 


Most parents believe that fever [s any 
temperature above the usual for their child. 
Although there is no exact definition of fever 
among doctors, a temperature of 37.8 C is 
jenerally considered as the beginning of 
ever, 


NETUS Tyson 


Medicating 
Youtchild's fever 


In children, the most common medicine'used to 
relieve fever is paracetamol. It is given at a dose of 5- 


10 mg per kilogram of body wei 
Infant drops is the concentrate: 
delivers medicine in a smaller amount. 


of how much to give, ask your doctor. 


To give a suspension, use a medicine cup or kitchén- 
spoon. Also, make sure you shake the 
ottle well before pouring the suspension 


measurin 
medicine 
onto the spoon. 


When to 
consu 


yoür 


It 


It every four hours. 
preparation, which 

ich preparation. 
will require a different dose, thus, always make sure 
that you are giving your child the right preparation 
and the right amount of medicine. If you are unsure 
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Having a child with fever is an anxiety-provoking situation that many parents never 
wantto experience. Fortunately, most of these episodes are due to minor illnesses. 
Since most children will suffer from fever at one time or another, it is very important 
for you to know what causes fever and what to do when your child has one. 


Causes tever? 


Once you are sure that your child has fever, it may mean 
a lot of things. That's because fever is not an illness in itself. 
It is a symptom of an iliness, often from a viral or bacterial 
infection. It may also be secondary to an injection or a 
vaccination given to a child. Thus, fever is a sign, a form of 
warning, that your child's body is fighting the infection. 


, is fever 
dangerous? 


Fever makes your child's body unfavorable to the microbe 
or virüs. Through the body's high temperature, fever impairs 
the ability of the harmful organism to replicate and even 
helps kill some viruses. What's more, the number of white 
blood cells that are responsible for killing both the microbes 
and the infected cells are similarly increased. 


However, there is a very small number of children between 
the ages of three months to six years who will develop 
convulsions associated with an abrupt increase in temperature. 
This usually lasts for less than five minutes. 


Treati 
our x 
yourchild’s fever 


Because fever'is the body's normal response 
to infection, the main goal of treatment is to 
keep your child as comfortable as possible 
since the higher-the temperature, the worse 
the child feels. The following should be done: 


ng 


* Dress him in light clothes. Avoid heavy 
jackets and long sleeves. 

* Keep him in a cool and quiet environment, 
and avoid undue stress. 
Give him lots of liquids—water or juices— 
frequently. Babies who are still breastfeeding 
should continue to breastfeed for comfort 
and rehydration. 
Carrying infants help therh to sleep-and 
feel better. 
If the temperature is 39° C or higher, sponge 
your child with water that is neither hot nor 
cold. Cold water is never recommended 
sinice it prevents the body from releasing 
‘extra heat. This will also cause your child 
to shiver. Alcohol baths or rubs shouid 
likewise be avoided. There is a risk of alcohol 
poisoning as alcohol can be absorbed 
through the skin 
Sponge the limb one at a time until it feels 
cool to the touch. Dry limbs and tuck under 

+ a blanket. Proceed with the rest of the body 
and continue with the face and forehead. 
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doctor 


Although most of the time a child's fever is due to a 
minor illness, there are usually symptoms that can help 
explain where the fever is coming from: cough, colds, 
vomiting, and diarrhea, Jf the temperature has gone 
down and your child looks better, chances are he’s out 
of danger. But since the height of fever or the response 
or lack of it to medication will not give a clue to the 


severi 


of the illness, there are several Indications that 


will tell you that your child should be brought to the 


doctor: 


* If your baby is less than three months old, do not 
hesitate to bring him in since fever in young infants 
can be an early warning sign of an infection. 
If your baby refuses to eat or drink less than the 
"usual, dehydration can set in. Infants less than six 
months old are more vulnerable to this. Watch out 
for a decrease In diaper changes as a measure of 


dehydration. 


Even if your child Is more than three months old, if 
a fever does not subside on the 2nd or 3rd day, 


consult a doctor. 


e Regardless of the temperature, if your child is irritable 


and weak, bring him to the doctor. 


Rashes, difficulty of breathing, pain or difficulty In 


urination, stiff neck, ear and abdominal pain indicate 


` that you should consult your doctor. 


Anytime that you are uncomfortable with the way 
your child looks or acts, do not hesitate, consult your 


doctor. 
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This health education campalgn is made possible through a grant from 


How to Measure 
bodytemperature 


The standard for measuring body temperature is the 
glass thermometer. 


ORAL: Oral temperature may be taken in older children 
who can hold the thermometer, without biting, under 
their tongues with their lips closed. The oral thermometer, 
which has a long bulb at the end, should be left inside 
the mouth for three minutes, 


RECTAL: Rectal temperatures give the most accurate 
reading, and are best for babies younger than two 
months. To take the rectal temperature, the infant is 
placed on his back with knees bent towards the chest. 
‘The bulb end of the glass thermometer, lubricated with 
oil or petroleum jelly, is inserted into the anus 3/4 to 
Linch deep. It shouid be held in place for three minutes, 
withdrawn and read. 


AXILLARY: Axillary temperature, which is taken in 
the armpit, is the safest way to take the temperature. 
The thermometer is placed In the armpit with the arm 
held against the body for three minutes. 

Today, technology has offered new and easier ways 
to read body temperature such as the digital thermometer 
and the ear thermometer. 


Tips . 
on using the 
thermometer 


1 e Shake the thermometer and allow the mercury 


to settle down before using it 

* Be sure that it is not cracked. If it is broken, 
do not touch the mercury with your hands. Use 
a tissue and dispose properly. 


i « Wipe the thermometer and wash with soap and 


cool water after every use. Avoid hot water as 
it may break your thermometer, 

* Never leave your child alone while taking his 
temperature. 

* Keep the thermometer in a safe place and out 
of your child’s reach. 


Tips on giving 
medicine 
to your child 


* Don't give any fever medication for more 
then three days without consulting a doctor 

» If he is sleeping well, there is no need to 
wake him to check his temperature or to 
give the medication unless specified by a 
doctor. 

e Take his temperature before giving any 
additional medication to track his response 
to the medicine and lessen the unnecessary 
intake of medicine. 

» Always keep the medicine out of his reach, 
Aspirin is NOT recommended to persons 9 
years and below due to a risk of a liver 
üisorder associated with aspirin. 
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Having a child with fever is an anxiety-provoking situation that many parents never 
want to experience. Fortunately, most of these episodes are due to minor illnesses. 
Since most children will suffer from fever at one time or another, it is very important 
for you to know what causes fever and what to do when your child has one. 


What 


vu may feel that your child has a 
"perature that's warmer than usual. Does 

. lave fever? It is important to remember 
hat although the average normal body 
emperature is 37°C, it may vary among 
people. There is also a regular daily patern 
‘hat varias from person to person. Upon 
"sg up in themorning, body temperature 

s west, and is highest in the late 

^». Most children have a higher body 

iture than adults and have more 

iations. Food, extra clothing, anxiety, 

yysical activity or exercise can lead 
“porary increase in temperature 


Causes fever? 


Once you are sure that your child has fever, it may mean 
a lot of things. That's because fever is not an illness in itself. 
It is a symptom of an iliness, often from a viral or bacterial 
infection. It may also be secondary to an injection or a 
vaccination given to a child. Thus, fever is a sign, a form of 
warning, that your child's body is fighting the infection. 


Is fever 
dangerous? 


Fever makes your child's body unfavorable to the microbe 
or virus. Through the body's high temperature, fever impairs 
the ability of the harmful organism to replicate and even 
helps kill some viruses. What’s more, the number of white 
blood cells that are responsible for killing both the microbes 
and the infected ceils are similarly increased. 


parents believe that fever is any 
ture above the usual for their child. 
uc 1 there is no exact definition of fever 
doctors, a temperature of 37.8°C is 

* onsidered as the beginning of 


However, there is a very small number of children between 
the ages of three months to six years who will develop 
convulsions associated with an abrupt increase in temperature. 
This usually lasts for less than five minutes. 


How to Measure 
body temperature 


‘The standard for measuring body temperature is the 
glass thermometer. 


ORAL: Oral temperature may be taken in older children 
who can hold the thermometer, without biting, under 
their tongues with their lips closed, The oral thermometer, 
which has a long bulb at the end, should be left inside 
the mouth for three minutes. 


Treating 
our = 
youtehild's fever 


RECTAL: Rectal temperatures give the most accurate 
reading, and are best for babies younger than two 
months. To take the rectal temperature, the infant is 
placed on his back with knees bent towards the chest. 
‘The bulb end of the glass thermometer, lubricated with 
oll or petroleum jelly, is inserted into the anus 3/4 to 
Linch deep. It should be held in place for three minutes, 
withdrawn and read, 


AXILLARY: Axillary temperature, which .s taken in 
the armpit, is the safest way to take the temperature. 
The thermometer is placed in the armpit with the arm 
held against the body for three minutes. 

tre 


ats o. lique — water uv jui... 

Bables who are still breastfeeding 
antinuc *^ breastfeed for comfort 
“ation. 
nfan 


Today, technology has offered new and easier ways 
to read body temperature such as the digital thermometer 
and the ear thermometer, 


Tips | 
on using the 
thermometer 


Shake the thermometer and allo 
to settle down before using it 
Be sure that it^ not cracket bi 
do not touch the mercury with van ads 
a tissue and dispose properly. 
Wipe the thermometer and was 
cool wate! after every use. Avc 
it may break your thermom-*^ 
Never ':ave o ^id * 
tempe. ature 

san the he 


freque 


Medicating cue 
yourchiid’s fever ae 


feel atter. 
1E thu temperatur 


or higher, sponge 
your hiid with wate that is neither hot nor 
cold Cold water is ever recommended 
inci it prevents che " “dy from releasing 
heat Thi will. so cause ,our child 
2c Eon moad 

hc 


In children, the most common medicine used to 
relieve fever is paracetamol. It is given at a dose of 5- 
10 mg per kilogram of body weight every four hours. 
Infant drops is the concentrated preparation, which 
delivers medicine in a smaller amount. Each preparation 
will require a different dose, thus, always make sure 
"hat you are giving your child the right preparation 
ind the right amount of medicine. If you are unsure 
»f how much to give, ask your doctor. 

io give a suspension, use a medicine cup or kitchen- tis 
measuring spoon. Also, make sure you shake the 
medicine bottle well before pouring the suspension 
ar*- the spoon 


When to 
consult 


your doctor 


Although most of the time a child's fever is due to a 
minor iness, there are usually symptoms that can help 
explain where the fever is coming from: cough, colds, 
vomiting, and diarrhea. If the temperature has gone 
down and your child looks better, chances are he's out 


wit oap 


vater 


Tips on giving 
medicine 
to your child 


of danger. But since the height of fever or the response 

or lack of it to medication will not give a clue to the 

severity of the illness, there are several Indications that 

wile you that your child should be brought to the 
loctor: 


e If your baby is less than three months old, do not 
hesitate to bring him in since fever in young Infants 
can be an early warning sign of an infection. 
If your baby refuses to eat or drink less than the 
usual, dehydration can set in. Infants less than six 
months old are more vulnerable to this. Watch out 
for a decrease in dlaper changes as a measure of 
dehydration. 

Even If your child is more than three months old, if 

a fever does not subside on the 2nd or 3rd day, 

consult a doctor. 

Regardless of the temperature, if your child is irritable 

and weak, EAD him to the doctor. 

Rashes, difficulty of breathing, pain or difficulty In 

urination, stiff neck, ear and abdominal pain indicate 

that you should consult your doctor. 

Anytime that you are uncomfortable with the way 

Dt child looks or acts, do not hesitate, consult your 
loctor. 


This health education campaign is made possible through a grant from 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Don't give any fever medication for more 
than three days without consulting a doctor 
If he Is sleeping well, there is no need tc 
wake him to check his temperature or to 
give the medication unless specified by a 
doctor. 

Take his temperature before giving any 
additional medication to track his response 
to the medicine and lessen the unnecessary 
intake of medicine. 

Always keep the medicine out of his reach. 
Aspirin is NOT recommended to persons 9 
years and below due to a risl of a liver 
disorder associated with aspirin. 
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Philippine Pediatric 


Having a child with fever is an anxiety-provoking situation that many parents never 
want to experience. Fortunately, most of these episodes are due to minor illnesses. 
Since most children will suffer from fever at one time or another, it is very important 
for you to know what causes fever and what to do when your child has one. 


f Rat 
i What 
À IS Faye DEB Cd uses fever? 
de 7E à 
| fn wn V Send u Once you are sure that your child has fever, it may mean 
vs oc. P. piot of things. Thats because fever is not an illness uin itself 
à 5 t yb iid has A Itis a symptom of an illness, often from a viral or bacteria 
Vou may feel, that your Rab Bece) |$ Infection. It may also be secondary to an injection ora 
Heer ett It is Important to remember. 4 {° Vaccination given to a child. Thus, fever is a sign, a form of 
era fever the average normal body, j- warning, that your child's body is fighting the infection. 
temperature is 37°C, it may vary among: 
people. There is also à regular daily pattern. 
iat varies-from person to person, Upon’ $ 


waking up in the morning, body temperature. 4 d- I f d 
Wat fie lowest, and is highest in the late: Y. S rever 


afternoon. Most children have a higher body 1: T ? ? 
temperature than adults and have more’ a n e ro S 
dally variations. Food, extra clothing, anxiety u HM 
and physical activity or exercise can lead d 


to'a temporary "Increase: in; temperature, Fever makes your child's body unfavorable to the microbe 


or Virus. Through the body's high temperature, fever impairs 

the ability of the harmful organism to replicate and even 

helps kill some viruses. What's more, the number of white 
lood cells that are responsible for killing both the microbes 

among doctors, a temperature of 37:8°C is 5 j 

Fo Po ered on ie pear EA and the infected cells are similarly. increased: 


fever: However, there is a very small number of children between { 


—É A an the ages of three months to six years who will develop 


cement convulsions sesecited with an abrupt increase in temperature, '. How to Measure 
body temperature 


— The standard for measuring body temperature-is the 


| re ati n g z | glass thermometer 
4 


‘ORAL: Oral temperature may be taken in older children 


Most parents believe that fever is any 
temperature-above. the usual for their child. 
, Although there is no exact definition of fever 


^ 


who can hold the thermometer, without biting, under 
their tongues with their lips closed, The oral thermometer, 


up 2E 
5 which has a long bulb at the end, should be left inside 
child's fever; maa qe b ame : 
à RECTAL: Rectal temperatures give the most accurate 


s » ` + reading, and are best for babies younger than two 
Because feveris the body's normal response — |: months. To take the rectal temperature, the infant is 
to infection, the main goal of treatment is to laced on his back with knees bent towards the chest. 
Keep your child as comfortable as possible ie bulb end of the glass thermometer, lubricated with 
since the nigher-the temperature, the worse |}; oil or petroleum jelly, is inserted into the anus 3/4 to 


the child feels. The following should be done; finch deep. Tt should be held in place for three minutes, 


Dress him in light clothes. Avoid heavy AXILLARY: Axillary temperature, which is taken In 
e ckeisend Kao SIRUes. the armpit, is the safest way to take the temperature. 

1 9 an The thermometer is placed In the armpit with the arm 

Keep him in a cool and quiet environment, |^ Reid against the body for three minutes. 

and avoid undue stress. 


br : Give him lots of liquids -waterorjuices— `| „ Today, technology has offered new and easier ways 
M e d ICa t in g d — frequently. Babies who are still breastfeeding f. and tue eat thermometer diotal thermometer 
* L should continue to breastfeed for comfort. J 
yourchild’s fever 4. 5s : 
;8- ‘s Carrying infants help ther to sleep’and 


feel better. : [ l p S 
- Xu If the temperature is 39° C or higher, sponge '¥ : 
In children, the most common medicine'used to 
mu RUM EEEES on using the 


your child with water that is neither hot nor 

1 s id. Cold water Is never recommended 

10 mg per kilogram of body weight every four hours. col th t 
inan rope ee the. concentrated preparation, which || Since it prevents the body from releasing = | ermometer 
delivers medicine in a smaller amount. Each preparation extra heat. This will also cause your child 

will require a different dose, thus, always make sure . to shiver. Alcohol baths or rubs should 
that you are giving your child the right preparation ^| likewise be avoided. There is a risk of alcohol 
and the right amount of medicine. If you are unsure poisoning as alcohol can be absorbed 
of how much to give, ask your doctor. j through the skin. 


* Shake the thermometer and allow the mercury 
i. to settle down before using It. 
Ëi e Be sure that it is not cracked. If it is broken, 
d READ TENES do not touch the mercury with your hands, Use 
A S : s ponge the limb one at a time until it feels a tissue and dispose properly. 
Vector E EA Ne E abe . cool to the touch. Dry limbs and tuck under || e Wipe the thermometer and wash with soap and 
CU paon Alpa meke aure yol ehake dhe Cii i arket proceza wi DIDCEMIGOGUOIA ot water 
= Uem a your : 
onto the spoon. 3 nd continue with the face and forehead. |! , Never leave your child alone while taking his 
H temperature, 
| « Keep the thermometer in a'safe place and out 
of your child's reach. 


When to pu a t 
consult 1 | Tips on giving 
your doctor : medicine 


Although most of the time a child's fever is due to a. 3 f 1 = 
minor less, there are usually symptoms that can help d i to yo ur ch | id 
explain where the fever is coming from: cough, colds, 
vomiting, and'dlarrhea. If the temperature has gone — 
down and your child looks better, chances are he’s out ns tbe: 
of danger, But since the height of fever or the response || = * Don't give any fever medication for more 
or lack of It to medication will not give a clue to the T - — than three days without consulting a doctor 
severity of the illness, there are several Indications that . : e If he Is sleeping well, there is no need to 
will tell you that your child should be brought to the : 4. "wake him to check his temperature or to 
doctor: 4 $. give the medication unless specified by a 
loctor. 
QUADR Ard du ie 1” Tdo! peRestion to track he response 
jesitate to bring him In since fever In young infants 3 medica 
gan be an early warning sign of an Infection. 3 fie ries nc eer te oat 
If your baby refuses to eat or drink less than the — z s 
„ustal, dehydration can set in, Infants less than six’ " t i z Always keep the medicine out of hls reach, 
months old are more vulnerable to this. Watch out * eon VS SIN dae Coa tek ofa Ince 
Vitae Trudinpeciiondes ax Seen SOC disorder associated with aspirin. 
Even if your child is more than three months old, If 
a fever does not subside on the 2nd or 3rd day, 
consult a doctor. 
Regardless of the temperature, if your child Is irritable" 
and weak, bring him to the doctor, 
Rashes, difficulty of breathing, pain or difficulty in 
urination, stiff neck, ear and abdominal pain indicate 
that you ‘should consult your doctor, 
Anytime that you are uncomfortable with the way 
Your child looks or acts, do not hesitate, consult your 
loctor. 
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Biogesic for Kids 


Finally, Biogesic for Kids is here to give your child delicious fever relief! 


Biogesic, the #1 paracetamol brand 
Filipinos have trusted for more than 30 
ests Row comes in a suspension format 
for children. Because it's from Biogesic, 
moms can be sure it's safe and effective 
in relieving children's fever, aches, and 
pains. 


Biogesic for Kids uses a breakthrough 
technology called Tastemite", which 
significantly reduces the bitter medicine 
taste of paracetamol so that children will 
taste Biogesic suspension's yummy flavor 
and not the medicine. So you won't 


have a hard time giving your child 


medicine, each and every time until his 
recovery from fever. 


Biogesic for Kids is available in two 
delicious child-friendly flavors, orange 
and strawberry. It is also available in 
various dosage formats to sult children 
of all ages: 100 mg/ml infant drops, 120 
mg/5 mL suspension for children 2-6 
years old and 250 ma/S mL suspension 
or children 7-12 years old. 


Because your child's safety is your 
biggest priority, Biogesic for Kids comes 
in child-safe packaging. its heat-sealed 


plastic bottles with safety lock caps 
will help prevent accidental drug 


ingestion. 


With all these—the name, the 
technology, the taste, the formats, 
and the safe packaging Biogesic for 
Kids remains affordable compared to 
other brands. Truly, Biogesic for Kids 
is the medicine your children will love, 
and you will trust! Ask your doctor 
about Biogesic for Kids now! 


$a sobrang sarap. 


> pagpapagaling «walang hirap. 


—— 


Introducing Biogesic for Kids! 


Ang pinagkakatiwalaan mong Biogesic, may Biogesic for Kids na 


para sa lagnat ng 'yong anak. At may TasteRite para ang 


yummy orange at strawberry flavors talagang magugustuhan niya. 
Siguradong tuloy-tuloy ang paggaling niya! 


monesio 
e 


IpAHACETAMOU 


BIOGESIC" 


PARACETAMOL 


BIOGESIC 


Ang sarap magpagaling ni mommy! 
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STRIPED AND 
SUNNY 
SENSATIONS. 
Katand Nadja in 
citrus shades of 
summer 


* Text by Tim Yap 
TELL-A-TUBBY. Photos by Victor Consunji 


eis on EDP re T EET the characters of U 

in dangerous waters. 3 1 

All dotes and M College—a suburban lib- 

accessories by i eral arts campus with 

Rustan's U. ft headmaster Joel Tantoco of Rus- 
tan’s at the helm. 

Rustan’s U is filled with quirky kids out to 
live their lives in the best way they know how. 
‘Theirs is a small society just like yours and 
mine, where every person’s life finds itself en- 
tangled with another's, resulting in scandal, 
mayhem and sophisticated comedy. 

Enter Kat. A reluctant bright, young thing 
who tries to find her roots in miniskirts and 
tie-up sandals. Fabric is her language. 

Enter Paolo, Beautiful and brooding, he has 
no idea why he is in a liberal arts college. Ev- 
erybody loves him, but he has eyes only for 
Kat. 

‘And this is when Nadja enters the picture. 
She is a poetess who is at a loss for words 
when it comes to Paolo, who doesn’t even give 
athought about her. 

Enter Philip. A boy eternally on the cross- 
roads, but never when it comes to fashion. 
Perfectly accessorized, he makes the perfect 
accessory. Nadja uses him, and he plays 
along. 

Enter Jake. He has been kicked out a year 
before but still remains on campus to prey on 
unknowing freshmen. 

As you can see, none of the above are exact- 
ly the most normal of personalities, But we 

bout them—we care about 


ETCHED ON A TREE. Kat and Paolo, 
summer's freshest couple 


er Victor Consunji. You won't see him in 
ne is the man behind the lens, 

per, every stifled ecsta 

exposes the charac 

ty linen before us. His 

ant torture of their 


Jer than words, 
jecibels more 


UP, UP, 
UP THE 
MOUNTAIN: 
Jake and 
Paolo 
hike onto 
the 
undiscover 
trailin U 
light 
printed 
shirts 


Kiaat”. i. 
WET,WET,WET. Nadja and Kat soak themselves in U bikinis, summer's must-haves 
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By Jules Alcantara places that offered the same ser- 
2bUI Correspondent Vice. One is a clinic and the other 
aspa. 
SUN. Sweat. Sand. H 
The words could onlymeanone Belo Medical Group someone to 
thing-—ifssummneronceagain. Although technically a dinis 
With the sun at its fiercest (I BMG has a spa-like atmosphere, 
soi the sun at ts feet Cth a vey fiend sat Nige, remove stubborn 
mote part of Alasta), dhis is the my designated grime bustes 
erfect time to show some skin. briefly explained the procedure. — ji i 
Halered tops, short shorts and She asked me to take off my dirt and grime 
short skirts are de rigueur. clothes and undergarments and 
Tes time to don that itsy bitsy put on disposable underwear. Al- — As she scrubbed my armpits, 
bikini and soak up some sun-- though a little shy about going she said women of all ages, from 
with a generous heap of SP-con- naked, I figured out that it was teenagers to young matrons, al- 
taining product slathered allover necessary. ways requested for extra atten- 
the body, of course. If your ulti- When she told me she usually tion in this area. One of the bene- 
mate goal is to get a nice, even attended to an average of six to fits of getting constant body 
tan before the season is over, you seven customers a day, I stopped scrubs is any discoloration in the 
need to slough off all the dead worrying about my extra armpit area is removed. I decided 
skin that makes for pasty, pele poundage. that the procedure was going to 
and uneven skin. Twas asked to lieonmytummy be money well spent. 
Normally, prebeach prepara. and relax. Using generous A good 30 minutes was spent 
tion meant making “hilod” every amounts of saltlike grains that removing “libag” and other filth. 1 
part ofthe body thats accessible. smelled like vanilla or honey Nil- had never felt so scrubbed and LUSTIATON ALBERT ROORGUEZ 
But nowadays, instead of the da began to scrub the back of my buffed in my entire life. 1 then 
nice, flat stone or face towel or legs and thighs, working all the took a shower to remove all the (02) 373-3255/(02) 373-4088) pressure, you can advise your at- — Marie asked me to lie flat on 
the “bimpo” for removing grime way to the nape of my neck. salts. As I showered, my skin liter- tendant. my back so she could workon the 
from the body there are now a She spent some time on my ally felt and looked shiny, Urban Spa Marie constantly asked me if1 front portion of my body. I must 
variety of choices such as hand back and derriere area, which she smooth, not to mention, dewy. With its interior design, you wanted more pressure and I just have dozed off then, only surfac- 
glove scrubs, pumice stones and said were usually hard toreach. No more rough, scaly skin! 1 immediately realize that you are bobbed my head in agreement, ing again when she woke me up 
Pes available in beauty shops Despite the brisk scrubbing, I felt like every part of my body in for an hour of pampering the The slow, deliberate and unhur- and told me to rinse off. 
and supermarkets. Just about ev. feltso relaxed and peaceful, I was as smooth as a baby’s bot- moment you enter the Urban ried movement from the back of As] rinsed off the salts, I felt so 
ery beauty brand carries some found myself literally drooling. — tom. Spa. my legs to the nape of my neck cleansed and relaxed at the same 
sort of body scrub. By the time she exfoliated my Nilda asked if I wanted a Marie, my attendant, also was sheer bliss. The scrubbing time. I couldn't wait to go home, .: 
"The thing your arms canon- arms and elbows, I had already bleaching agent applied to my asked me to remove my clothes was a combination of scrub and put on my PJs and crawl into bed. 
ly goso farendthere are portions surrendered myself to physical skin, The agent was natural and and to wear disposable under- massage which I fully appreciat- But the best was yet to come 
of your body that are hard to bliss Jotion-like, peroxide-free and wear. Soothing music from Enya ed since I just come from a long Marie told me to lie on the bed 
each. You need someone to re.  Shethenaskedmetoleonmy made of grapefruit extract. Those and the smell of herbal oil filled and tiring weekend. again then she slathered honey 
move stubborn dirt and grime. back so she could work on the wanting to get a tan this summer the room that [wanted to curl up Although Iwas conscious that! all over my body to moisturize 
Tor Journalistic purposes and front portion of my body. I felt a should probably skip this proce- and sleep. 1 was so comfortable] was being kneaded and scrubbed, the skin. I was wishing I was in 
also because I needed cleansing, litle giddy when she worked on dure but since Iwas not planning could barely hear Marie asking the atmosphere was so relaxing Boracay sipping Piña Colada and 
decided to get a body scrub. If my feet, thinking I didn’t need to to hit the beach this summer, | meto lie on my tummy. that 1 almost succumbed to the enjoying a fantastic Swedish mas- 
you plan to worship the sun or go to the parlor for my regular asked her to go ahead. ‘ADead Sea salt scrub was used call of Morpheus. | was jolted sage. 
Mare and be bare this summer, foot scrub. Again she worked her (Belo Medical Group islocated at to exfoliate dead skin and grime. from my reverie when Marie (Urban Spa is located at Sth 
then body scrubs are a necessary way up to my knees, thighs, groin 305 Tomas Morato corner Scout Marie had a light touch, perfect if started to scrub the soles of my Level, Shangri-La Plaza; tel. (02) 
luxury. all the way up to my shoulders Madrinan, South Triangle, Quezon you are the sensitive type. Al- feet. It was tickling that I giggled 687-6196/(02) 687-6195. Call 
1 tried two distinctly different and neck. Ciy. Call for an appointment at though if you prefer alittle more a lot! {for an appointment.) 
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IF writing is your passion and vorite personality (He/she 
meeting deadlines is a breeze doesn't have to be someone we E 
for You, we invite you to be- know) — : = j 
come one of us, Impress us with a travel 


First, tell us about your- ogue. S 
selho you are, what you “Write a feature story on ummer 
do, what makes you tick. Tell something you think we A 
us about your disastrous blind should know about. Stri es 
date, fyou wish. Please make sure each arti- i p 
"Then, choose from the fol-_cle is less than 500 words. 
lowing (or if you're feeling up Send this, along with your 
to it, you can work on every- other work samples (no poetry 
thing). please), to ls 2bu@inquir- 
Write a movie, album, book ercomph. 
or TV show review. We will be accepting appli- 
Make a profile of your fa- cations until May 7. 


Eye-catching 
silver accessories 


STAND out with Silverworks’ three simply says to come 
latest collection, which include across hip by adorning your 
surgical steel accessories. The face with a nose ring or pierc- 
fashion dictate is to adorn all ing your eyebrow with skulls 
body parts that have withstood and cobras. A surefire way to 
piercing, Rulenumber one isto catch anyone's eye during this 
embellish your belly buttons sizzle spell. 

with “falling stars” for that Drop by at any of Silver- 
sexy sway. Rule number two works’ Robinsons Mall outlets: 
states to adorn your kissable Robinsons Galleria, Robinsons 
lips with flowers, butterflies or Place Manila, Robinsons Metro 
simple stud. And rule number East and Robinsons Starmills. 


pewn.rds.com.ph 


Robinsons Galleria | Robinsons Place Manila, Novaliches. Imus, Sta.Rosa, Cebu, Bacolod, lloilo | Robinsons Metro East | Robinsons Starmills Pampanga 


jobinsons Town Mall Los Baños | Starmall Shaw | Metropolis Star Alabang | Waltermart Sta. Rosa, Gen. Trias| Nepo Mall Pampanga 


LALLA LE LIE LEELA nm 


When was the last time 
you felt robbed? 


——————— TATE ETE IT 


Disappearing prepaid credits? Balances that don't add up? They can be frustrating and irritating. 
They can even leave you feeling like you've been robbed. Good thing Sun Cellular offers you Real-Time 
Balance Inquiry. Your prepaid balance is updated as you use it for voice calls and text messages. 
Plus, you get reminders of your peso balance expiration and your free text allocation 
so you know when you should reload your account. So relax. Sun Cellular has you covered. i 


There are two ways to access your account balance. For voice announcements, dial 221 and follow the 
instructions. For text message announcements; type *221#, send, and wait for your balance through text. J 


CELLULAR 


Everything Important is Under the Sun. 
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What's the best thing 
that happened 


to youthissquimmmer? 


SN 


BEING with my family during the Holy Week. 
I didn't go to Boracay with friends. We went 
to seven different churches around the 

ike Christ the King, Edsa Shrine, 

Church, for the traditional 

Visita Iglesia. I had the chance to recollect my 
thoughts, thank God for all the blessings and, 
of course, repent for all my sins. This was very 
raro because I usually go out of town with 
friends during Holy Week.— Cheryl, 24 


By Pam Pastor 


AME old TV shows, same old 

bed, same old pajamas day af- 

ter day after day. If you think 
you've been wasting your summer 
away, find joy in the fact that it's not 
yet too late. You still have a month 
or so left. Get your butt moving, it's 
time for some action. Take your cue 
from these young people who have 
been having a blast. And remember, 
the best adventures are created out 
of nothing. 


Watching the first three seasons of 
"Friends" with my girlfriend during the Holy 
Week.—Jugs, 24 


1 finally Kissed school goodbye—for 
good —Suburban Wit, 20 


Making out with my ex-boyfriend! And 
mountain climbing with my 
cousins.—Ruthie 

learned how to drive.—Diego, 18 

Little surprises that turn out really good... 
like having a newfound friend that makes me 
feel I'm worth a lot... and the release of the 
1 5-liter bottle of Vanilla Cokel—Karl, 24 


OJT interviews.—Randy Dee, 20, CSB 


Watching "Anger Management” with some 
new friends.—JM, 20 


Don't waste 
your 
vacation by 
staying in 
bed and 
watching 
TV all day. 
It's time to 
make 


things 


HW 


Li 


MY best experience was when I played for a basketball summer league and unfortunately, we 
only played two games because after our last game, my teammates made a riot with the 


committees—Jay 


Learning how to wakeboard and play golf. 
Since I'm not really athletic, for me its a really 
cool summer experience —Jam, 20 


Diving with wild dolphins —Jon-Jon Rufi- 
no, 28 


Being the perfect bum!—Leidy 


Went to gimik places in Antipolo in an own- 
er-type jeep and wearing only pambahay. It 
‘was so fun just being myselfI —TG, 18 


Iwent to Baguio on a whim.—Rosa, 26 
Getting my first job! What a rush!—CJ 


Playing at the Pulp Summerslam and shar- 
ing the experience with the one true love of 
my life, Karen, Falling in love again with the 
same woman with more passion than ever be- 
fore —Eurd, bass and vocals, DahongPalay 


Iwas able to make up for the loss of my so- 
cial life since I gota day job —Giles 


Discovering the joys of 
bum.—Alex, 20 


being a 


Getting ordained to the order of dea- 


PHOTOS-GIESAQUNO 
cons.—Gelo 


I went to Boracay for the first time. I loved 
it—Cely, 22 


Rediscovering badminton. —Pajammers, 22 


Doing absolutely nothing for a change. My 
brain cells have never been more grateful, I 
swear—Angela, 20 

Last week, walking in the rain around 
Makati and not complaining. It was like a 
blessing from heaven since it was so hot that 
day—Tammy 20 


Recently, I got my first taste of the paintball 
challenge. I got to experience what it's like to 
be in a war. Making strategies, running, hid- 
ing, aiming and shooting enemies under the 
scorching heat of the sun, It was a fun experi- 
ence but also an eye opener.—Gifaloo, 22 


Playing badminton.—Mark. 


Being part of the 10 Accomplished Youth 
Organizations Search and meeting all the 
very inspiring finalists Bam, 25 


Getting out of a horrible relation- 


waar's/D3 
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"Here's how you can get 
addicted to God through 


Addict Mobile: 


Simply enter what's in your. 
heart, and send it to 
on your Addict Mobile 


Phone; And you'll receive 


addict 


NOCH UE. 


Lert hostes 


By Catherine Young 
2bUI Correspondent 


H, SUMMER class! It's not 

the most relaxing way to 

spend a vacation, but I went 
through one last year. While most 
of my peers were in summer hiber- 
nation, I took up five units of biolo- 
gy so I could shift courses. This 
translated to six grueling hours of 
Jecture and lab every day, with two 
exams every week. 

Ipsyched myself up for the class, After all, I 
love biology (yeah, sure). 1 live near school, 
so the daily trips weren't a problem. My mom 
also teaches the subject, so I had a tutor on 
call. 

There were about 40 of us in class. I imme- 
diately made friends with my seatmates Jason 
and Jerica. 

By week three, 1 thought I was already 
getting the hang of the summer school 
grind, 1 had read up on the chapters 
ahead, my test scores at that point 
‘weren't bad, and class was actually 
fun. 

But I still had two weeks of ani- 
mal life ahead. Then we were told 
to bring a couple of roaches the 
next day. h 

‘Two things were wrong with this f 
assignment. One was the fact that I 
had to actually touch these bloody 
insects, Ever since one crawled on 
me during a blackout, I've never been. 
exactly friendly to roaches. 

The second thing wrong about the assign- 
ment was the timing. We just had our house 
bug-sprayed the night before. 

So desperate was I that I resorted to texting 
Melissa, one of my good friends: "Hi Mel! Do 


you have any roaches in your house that you 
can spare?” 
At 11 o'clock that night, thanks to her. Thad 
three roaches secured in ajar. 


Froggy woes 
‘The last leg of biology was the 
fastest, but definitely not the easiest: 
we dissected frogs. 
Like many students, I've never 
been a fan of the amphibian 
world. I think it's not so much 
the combination of cold and 
slime as our ignorance of what 
the animal will do next. 
As my friends and I 
went out near the 
parking lot where the 
frogs were kept, Idebat- 
ed with my lab partner on who. Cx 
should be the one to catch our V 
specimen. We wagered and I 
lost. 

Itwas quite unfortunate that my partner. 
and I had a very pregnant frog—the Mama 
Morton of the biological institute. 

Tt took forever to put her to sleep—I was on 
the verge of drowning the poor thing in ether, 
but I guess her hormones were just too 
strong. 

When she was finally sedated, we were in- 
structed to make the first cut: down the back. 

We pulled out clump after clump of grainy 
eggs. It took a while to get our specimen egg- 
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summer. 


Really. 


gii e 


free, so that by this time, Mama Morton was | 


already rising from her stupor. 

Iwas appalled at the absurdity of the situa- 
tion— with the bloody knife in my hand and 
my vietim lying helpless on the dissecting 


1 


By Arlene M. Paredes. 
2bUI Correspondent 


HEN I was a student, 1 ex- 
citedly looked forward to 
summer, its worry-free, 


not to mention, work-free nights 
and weekends. Summer also gave 


me longer days and nights, which. adventurous 


boded well for a more colorful so- 
cial life forme. 

Summer may also afford the vacationer the 
chance to have a special someone. 2bU! glad- 
ly shares with you some tips on the summer 
fling: 

Don’t actively search for a romantic fling 
or date. Don't be obsessed about it. Don't give 
yourself a deadline, either. 

But do keep your eyes and mind open dur- 
ing parties, or any other event involving your. 
friends. 

Remember, your friends have friends who 
go to another school. When you bump into 
each other and introductions are made, be 
friendly and polite, but be careful not to drop 
hints at once lest you scare: away your 
prospect, 

Don't hope too much, Once you've found 
or met an interesting person, take it really, re- 
ally slow, Especially if the person Just popped 
out in front of you in a mall, record bar, or In- 
terner café, Don't declare you're in love at first 
sight lest you make yourself vulnerable to op- 
portunists and pretenders, Get to know the 
person better, Build a friendship first 


Don't kiss on the first date. Better be sure” 


of what you're willing to recelve and give. 
You may give the person your contact 
number. When the summer break is over and 


~ 


Summer 
meansa 


more 


social life. 
Why not 
have a 


fling? 


the summer fling 


you're both back in your own separate worlds, 
you may want to renew ties. The person may 
even be of help to you in the future. Bur ifthe 
person showed any sign of being a potential 
stalker, then better keep your address and 
‘even landline to yourself. At least, you can 
easily change your SIM if you had already giv- 
en your cell number. 

Don’t entertain flings if your boy- or girl- 
friend is abroad. Either you break up with 
him or her first before you entertain the 
thought. Think of it this way: will it be okay 
for you if him or her contemplates a fling just 
‘because you're away? 


If you woke up one summer morning and 
realized you liked something more serious, it 
should not be a problem if you were both 
unattached. Tell the person what you think. 
But if you had made it clear to the person you 
were not the type who'd keep a lasting rela- 
tionship, then you have a challenging situa- 
tion. How do you prove to someone that you'd 
like to make your relationship work after hav- 
ing stressed you were not fit for a lasting rela- 
tionship? Exert effort and sacrifice. Mean 
what you say. Put your words into action. 

Do not trust someone you've just met. 
Don't be too trusting. It may not be wrong to 
bring along someone or a chaperone when 
youdate. 

May your summer be fun, exciting and 
worth remembering. 


E-mail the author at lhen@postmark.net 
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ILLUSTRATION: STEPHORAVO. 


pan, with her webbed feet struggling to get 
out of my grasp. 

Our supply of ether—our sedative—was 
quickly dwindling, so thé specimen's pain was 
unimaginable. I guess 1 could still feel sympathy 
for the creature because it was my first time, 

Although I love science, I couldn't help but 
wish that we were operating on a synthetic 
specimen. 

Exhausted and reeking of formaldehyde, I 
had to bring the specimen home—to keep in^ 
my freezer, for crying outloud. 

I couldn't eat meat that night because it re- 
minded me a lot of what went on that day. 

Science, I thought, is definitely the most ef- 
fective diet pill. Maybe that’s why most of the 
researchers I see are in pretty good shape. 

Days passed. One by one, thé organs were, 
exposed. Every lab period was a challenge to 
expose the desired area to meet my instruc- 
tors five-minute deadlines. 

You can imagine us digging through flesh 
and bones, frantically searching for the kid- 
neys that were stuck at the back, for the mis- 
erable liver that was flat and dehydrated and 
hanging by a vein, while my teacher's dread- 
ed Kitchen timer would go off with a screech. 

But I must say the intricacies that go within 

2% every litte creature will continue to amaze me, 
Yes, even creatures as unappealing as frogs. 
Now as I write about it, summer school re- 
Dally isn’t a bad way to spend your summer: 
While everyone else was bumming around 
and looking for things to do, I was learning 
something new everyday. 

And if anything else, it's infinitely better to be 
mentally stressed for a month than prolong the. 
torture for an entire semester. Its round two of 
summer school for me this month as | go 
through another five units of college. Wish me: 
luck 


E-mail the author at cathy younglGyaz- 
hoo.com. 


IuuSTAATION STEPH BRA 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2003 


From page DI 
ship. —Starlet O Hara, 23 


A new friend saved me from ut- 
ter boredom last week. He treated 
me to lunch and made me laugh. 
Thanks, parel—Bobbie, 15 


Seeing topless babes on the 
beach. ove this summer—Daryl 


My best experience has been 
rediscovering my love for baking. 
Tve made cinnamon rolls, lemon 
meringue pie and apple pie. Pm 
glad they were good and [haven't 
lost my touch—Charley, 25 


The best part of my summer 
was the time I went to the annual 
YPC's International Leaders Con- 
ference. Astig sobral Sulit yung 
init ng arawl —Gudo, 19 


1 enjoyed my stay at my aunt's 
house in Laguna. For three nights, 
my cousins and I were drunk, to- 
gether with some delicious-looking 
male friends of my cousin who re- 
ally made me starve —Page, 22 


Finally being able to try some- 
thing new at work by going out on 
the field and experiencing adven- 
tures every day—Lui Villarico, 23 


So far my best experience this 
summer is having summer class- 
es. Joke!—Nzo, 19 


My job-hunting experience. 
Tiring yet inspiring —Ryan, 22 


Puerto Galera in early April, 


THIS summer, P've meta lot of 
new friends especially when 1 
started with my first job in 
Accenture. Working is fun when 
yourfriends are around. But. 
what I missed this summer is the 
long vacation.—Franco Marlo L. 
Cortez, 22 


Baguio next week and Iloilo next 
month, Beautiful places with 
beautiful people. Wow Philip 
pines—Qpid, 19 


Tve been able to talk to some- 
one I met when he visited the 
Philippines, and the second time 
when he found me on the Inter- 
net almost every day for two 
weeks. And being able to chill out 
with my girl friends. The finest 
days of my two-week summer 
break —Cher, 19 


Baguio trip, which will hope- 
fully be followed by a trip to Bora- 
cay with my loved ones—Kat23 


Alkexpenses-paid vacation in 
Boracay. You wont believe it. I 
went there with just P100 in my 
pocket.—Johnwill, 22 


I wanted to ask this really great. 
girl out for as long as I can re- 
member. I finally got enough 
courage to do so a few days after 
classes ended. And she said 
yes.— Christian, 22 


Meeting Cindy Kurleto, the 
goddess of beauty.—Ed, 22 


Nagpunta ako sa Baguio, bor- 
ing kasi dito sa house. Sobrang 
lamig. Kahit ginaw na ginaw na 
ako, okay lang pag naiisip ko yung 
init dito sa Manila.—King, 22 


Harvesting tilapia —Eldrie 


Went to Orchard with barkada. 
Basketball, Ping Pong, tennis, 
swimming, bilao lunch and 
movie-room siesta. Next stop, 
Puerto — Azul.—Allenthoughts, 
22 


Nagkabulutong ako at nasira 
lahat ng plano ko for Holy 
Week!—Deyey 


Feasting at famous Quiapo 

burger joints near each side of 
Quiapo ‘overpass. —Ellson 
'Badinger Z” Quismorio, 21 


Having visited my relatives in 
the province after so many 
years. 


Cleaning my room. Found so 
many things I had been looking 
for—Janet, 17 


Ihardly go out... It was the ex- 
perience of anticipating mother- 
hood and the joy and pain that 
come with it. —Li'I Momah, 19 


Riding a plane for the very first. 


tevo y 
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time.—Omark Katot, 22 

Had my first kiss It was awk- 
ward, nerve-wracking and really 
wonderful.—Buttercup, 16 


Gaining weight and not feeling 
guilty about it —Kit, 23 


The chance to host the Mossi- 


Tobey! 


What's the best thing that happened to 


mo bikini summit in Boracay. Paid 
vacationing in the midst of heav- 
enly bodies. —TJ M, 26 


Nang ‘sinagot’ ako ng girlfriend 
ko two weeks ago. Also, the best 
experiences are when we talk 
heart-to-heart in the car before she 
goes home. Those moments are 
priceless and truly memo- 


rable.—Raffy, 22 


For the first time in years, I 
spent a two-day break with my 
family. We went to my mother's 
hometown in Bataan, which I 
havent visited for a while. 1 
havent hit the beach yet, like Tal- 
ways do during summer, but so 
far, the trip with them was one 


you this summer? 


thing that stirred my excitement 
because T have not done that for a 
long time. It may not be as excit- 
ing as my previous summers, but 
spending quality time with my 
family was certainly an experi- 
ses worth cherishing.—Chino, 
20 
With reports from Giles 
Ivan Aquino 
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The best cuisine. Awesome ambiance. The new Summer Palace. 
lts where Chinese cuisine and the atmosphere are in perfect harmony. 
For reservations or inquiries, call 633-8888 extension 2738 or 2739 or 634-7373. 
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WHITE HOT. Valerie delos Santos, TECHNOPHILE. F&H also uses 


one of F&H's image models, shows 
us how to wear summer colors. 


Oh, those summer nights! 


KNIT KNACKS. 


Look hot, stay cool in 
this F&H ensemble. 


IT'S quite ironic that I decided to 
do an article on skin whitening 
only a couple of weeks after 1 
talked about self-tanners. But let 
me assure you Lam not being fick- 


le-minded. 


Tum on the 
browse through a glossy maga- 
zine and you'll understand why 
there is so much interest in skin 
Creamy-complex- 
ioned supermodels leave con- 
sumers clamoring for the same 
skin color, only to discover that 
mo amount of whitening cream 
will turn caramel tint into milk. 

It may surprise people to 
that even some fair- 
skinned women find the need 
for whitening products at one 
point in their lives. Finding a 
whitening product in my shop- 


whiteners. 


learn 


ping basket, a 


tered under her breath, “Mestisa 
na gusto pa 
Nagsasayang ng pera.” 

It should be pointed out that 
while skin whitening is not that 
far removed from bleaching in 
the skin-care family tree, the 
two are not the same. Bleaching 
used to be rhe recourse of many 
women wishing to have Snow 
White's complexion. It lost its 
appeal when rumors about scary 
side effects and carcinogen 


spread. 


Whitening gained popularity 


shortly after 


ground. But I think that even 
though the products generate a 


techno fabrics for the reveler in 
you, here on model Esaul. 


Textby Tim Yap. 
Photos by Carlo Ma. Guerrero. 


blast this season, Folded and 

Hung—F&H to the hip, young 
and happening—should have one, 
too, after releasing its "sun up to 
sun down" collection at the recent 
Philippine Fashion Week. 

With bold, sexy, flirty yet comfortable 
pieces styled by Chechel Joson, F&H present- 
ed summer party looks that would make you 
"want to sing “Tell me more, tell me more!” 
while strutting down the runway that stretch- 
es from the bar to the beach. 

Denim was a core part of the collection, 
worn long, short, cropped and capri-ed. 
There was also no shortage of mini skirts, 
from cotton to vintage, faded and washed. 

F&H, popular among tlie style-setting but 
budget-wise youth, also went up the style 
scale by focusing on some major runway 
trends. "eat 

Cargo pants came in cotton twill khakis, 
and fatigues paired with cotton tees, hats and 
multipocketed bags for that laid-back urban 
guerrilla look—the fashionista can have fun 
while layering different pieces to achieve dif- 
ferent looks. 

Also prevalent in the latest collection were 
Asian and ethnic-inspired prints. Hot, hot, hot 
in the international summer 2003 runways 
are the scuba-inspired pieces of scuba 
‘wear—cbtton spandex tops—bandeau, tanks, 
and tubes. 


I: SUMMER lovin’ gives you a 


Image models 

Joson gave tips for the fun, frivolous F&H 
fashionista. “You can accessorize with over- 
sized framed sunglasses, colored bangles, 
bandanas, stilettos, slides, flip flops, metal 
chains and brass-plated earrings. The clue is 
to have as much fun as you want!" 

Launched that night at the Glorietta Activi- 
ty Center were image models Zak Hogen-esh, 


lot of sales, customers are still 
clueless about what they really do 
to the skin. 

Differentiating between bleach- 
ing and modern whitening is actu- 
ally easier than the regimen itself. 
Bleaching is designed to make the 
skin lighter than its original color, 
thus the need for strong chemi- 
cals. Whitening, on the other 
hand, only tries to bring back the 
skin tone you had as a baby. 

Whitening has other benefits, 
too. It seeks to even out skin tone, 
reverse sun damage, clear dark 
spots and smoothen skin texture. 
‘That is the reason why even fair- 
skinned girls need the products. 
Morenas and true-blue Pinays, 
though they may have to give up 
dreams of alabaster skin, reap 
considerable benefis — from 
whitening preparations. The 
products help to improve dramat- 
ically skin texture and generate a 
glow. 

Whitening is for everybody. 
And the great news is everybody 
can find a product to suit her bud- 
get and skin type. Local manufac- 
turers and affiliates of high-end 
international labels have released 
their own versions of the highly 
popular skin-care preparation, 
giving consumers more and more 
choices. 

Godiva Licorice Skin Whiten- 
ing range. The 100-percent Fil- 
ipino line is one of the first to use. 
all-natural licorice as the main 
lightening component in their 


television or 


saleslady mut- 


magpaputi. 


bleaching lost 


Jo e Von p 
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LA VIE BOHO! Flesh it out with 
color and verve 


Lora 
Gabol 


products. Their line includes items 
for both face and body (even the 
underarms) and has expanded to 
basic makeup (with the introduc- 
tion of their face powder) 

Readily available and sold at 
reasonable prices, Godiva prod- 
ucts make use of nature's own se- 
crets and do not include artificial 
fragrances and coloring (poten- 
tial allergens). I have made it a 
personal ritual to smooth on a 
generous amount of Godiva 
‘whitening body lotion before I hit 
the sheets at night. This is one of 
the few “creamy” products that 
don’t leave a warm, sticky sensa- 
tion, thank God. Even if it did, the 
baby-soft skin you have when you 
wake up will make the minor in- 
convenience worth it. 

Godiva's face whitening cream 
is light and non-greasy, and does 
wonders for uneven, splotchy 
skin. If you OD'd (overdosed) on 
the sunbathing last Holy Week, 


~~ 
FRINGE FLIRT. Eenie mini, only if 
you're skinny. 


THE F&H MAN. Zak Hogen-esh 
from Australia embodies the hip, 
young urban guerilla 
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DARK MYSTERY. Cal Carrie's 
Mich Astudillo struts back to 
black. 


hide the damage with a dollop of 
the cream on your face in the 
morning and at night. 

‘Among all products in the 
same category, the Godiva 
whitening anti-perspirant and 
deodorant is my ultimate fa- 
vorite. Very mild and quick-dry- 
ing, it keeps me dry even during 
the warmest summer day. 

LOreal Plenitude White Per- 
fect range. The innovative peo- 
ple from cosmetic giant EOreal 
Paris have formulated products to 
repair many skin problems, work- 
ing day and night to prevent sun 
damage and to remove dark spots 
and uneven patches. The range 
boasts of a powerful ingredient, 
melanin block, that helps de- 
crease melanin production, the 


and dark skin. 

With EOreaf's exclusive Mexo- 
1yl SX for sun protection and a 
patented form of beta hydroxy 
acid for mild exfoliation working 
in synergy with melanin block, 
the White Perfect line is a force to 
reckon with as far as sun damage 
is concemed. 

My personal star product from 
the White Perfect range is the 
Triple Whitening Spot Corrector, 
a cream I use to lighten post-zit 
scars and even nasty scratch 
marks (from extreme clumsiness) 
on my arms. 

A close contender is l'Oreal's 
Instant Clear Wipe-Off Lotion 
that refreshes and literally 


also 


main culprit behind brown spots — "erige" 


“wakes up” my tired, stressed 
skin. Watch out for the LOreal 
Paris Body Expertise home spa 
range that carries a whitening 
treatment for the body. 

Nivea Visage White Whiten- 
ing Care. Another range that 
swears by the power of natural 
licorice extract, Nivea's Whiten- 
ing Care also works day and night. 
for optimal whitening results. 
The products under Nivea White 
provide 
moisture for supple, dewy, even: 
toned skin, 

Tuse either the new whitening 


SUMMER FLING. Fun in layering F&H pastel 
pieces, from beach to street and back. 


a 20-year-old Australian, and Valerie delos 
Santos, the much-sought after mannequin 
and one of the prime movers of the Profes- 
sional Models Association of the Philippines. 
They join F&H image models statuesque 
ramp diva Raya Mananquil and über model 
Joey Mead. 

For men, the basic cotton shirts in short 
sleeves and slim fits with detailed cuts, pat- 
terned prints and embroidery were the norm, 
while vintage. distressed denim and cargo 
pants with multi pockets in khaki and fatigue 
‘were made especially for that young, "up-for- 
it" hip urbanite. 

To go with the look, Joson funked up the 
men's collection with trainers, garrison belts, 
flip-flops, hats and metal chains—perfect for 
all-day-all-night indulgence. 


SUMMER'S hottest with sizzling F&H image 
model Raya Mananquil, shot on location at 
Acquario by ace fashion image maker Ronnie 
Salvacion and styled by Chechel Joson 
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GODIVA Licorice Whitening range 


tinted moisturizer or the natural 
day moisturizer every moring 
for a velvery-smooth finish even 
without makeup. Bedtime calls 
for the luxurious natural night re- 
pair that helps skin recover from 
damage with a boost of vitamin E 
and jojoba oil 


Godiva; LOreal, Nivea available 
at PCX, other health and beauty 
stores, pharmacies and major de- 
round-the-clock partment stores nationwide, 

E-mail the author at pdi_yani- 
‘fare@hotmail 
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CHEERS, 
PARTYPHILES! 
Mystery and 
mayhem—an 
uproar in the 
house with 
friends, strangers 
and lovers. 
Indulge, indulge, 
indulge! 


A, 7 


EN 
THE QUEEN. Wendy 
Puyat-Hotung plays 
a glam, young thing 


THECRITIC. Pepper 
Teehankee plays it 
smoothly 


THE ACTOR. Miko 
Valenzuela goes 
vaudeville glam 


m 


VIA 


ISS, pop. The 
Heer 
can clicking, 


releasing its fizz and Í 
filling the air with 
sweet scents, like: 
bubbles slowly $ 
creeping into your’ 
system, infused the, 
room with mystery. © 1/7 

Curious? Yap 

Looking for variety to 
spice up our nocturnal routine, my experi- 
mental friends and I hooked up one night and 
indulged in an evening of raucous role-play, 
gastronomic orgy and non stop-guzzling— 
the Vanilla Coke Mystery “Epi-Curious” Din- 
ner was one night filled with fashionable fun 
and fantasy-filled frolic! 

Azzurro, now at the Sommerset Millenni- 
um Hotel (their G4 slot is now occupied by 
their newest franchise, Spargo's World BBQ 
opening this Friday) was dressed for mis- 
chievous mayhem. The: Bermudez sisters 
Sheila (Romero, the lady behind it all), Tr- 
isha and Bubbles made sure the show was on 
the road by having master chef Philip Gold- 
ing prepare an orgasmic feast. Silver cande- 
labras and art deco touches filled the black- 
and-white Azzurro function room. Red and 
white feathers adorned the trail towards the 
mezzanine lobby where the characters gath- 
ered. 

Kids, you can try this at home. Simply as- 
sign characters to your friends, grab a "mys- 
tery* pack (you can download it from the 
Net—under "murder mystery"), with a script 
and secret ciue letters. 

This is the rage in London boutique hotels, 
with party planners gathering 10 to 12 people. 
When you get to your venue, a detective an- 
ounces that the host has been murdered, and 
one of you guys (the guests) is the culprit. The 
night proceeds trying to find out whodunnit. 


Role-play 

In our case, it was "20s London, with the 
cast composed of the jaded queen of London 
society, Tamara Fara-Bucktooth, played by jet 
setting Wendy Puyat-Hotung, Kylie-esque 
British popstar Mary Jane Faithless as por 
trayed by coffee-to-cocktails mistress Celine 
Lopez, who wore "real deal Pucci,” vintage 
Chanel shades and a fur stole. Loud mouthed 
matinee idol Oliver Steed was Miko Valen- 


COKE-Y CONFRONTATION. Accusations are hurled to Vanilla 
Coke buzzed guests to solve the mystery 


Summer fling springs back into the picture 


IAM 24, male, and I was recent- 
ly sent to Boracay for work for 
four days. Day one in Bora saw 
me flirting with a girl, and the 
rest of my stay was spent cheat- 
ing on my girlfriend of four 


years. Everything 


"when I got back to the city. I for- 
got the girl and was happy to be 


reunited with my 
friend. 


Now the girl from Bora is 
pestering me through my cell 
phone. She doesn't know I have 
a girlfriend and that she was 


Justa fling. 


Dear Bora Boy, who's probably 
raking in compliments for the 
golden tan, you are such a lying 
bastard who deserves all the per- 
pestering youre 
ting—and more. But since 'm ha- 


sistent 


Jo-ed, I'l try to have you in my 
heart as deal with your dilemma. 
Temptation, to begin with, is 
truly irresistible, so those who 
manage to ignore it (with or with- 
out the beads of perspiration) de- 
serve the crown, sash and scepter. 
Unfortunately you don't even be- 
long to the top 10, thanks to your 
resistance (lack of, actually). 

Dude, did you really resist in 
the first place? Because how and 
how much you resisted Tempta- 
tion Island (if at all) says a lot 
about how you regard your city 
chick and your relationship, 

Your supposed resistance 
aside, the point is that you cheat- 
ed, so you better anticipate God's 
generous punishment especially 
for you. 

Cheating has two schools of 
thought: 1) It’s Okay As Long As 1 
Don't Get Caught; and 2) 1 Won't 


was cool 


real girl 


BORA BOY 


get- 


so be von. 


MIV VJ hunt finalist Kel- 
ly Davis wore his trench 
and became private detec- 
tive Austin Mc Clue, com- 
plete with girls in pearls 
Amy and Parrish as flapper 
chicks. 

Scene shaker Erich 
Edralin played crass polit 
cal analyst Martin X, com- 


» Jebanymiquirer =- 
z^ 


GANGSTA 
MAN. 
Patrick. 
Reyno 


plete with a tele-evangelist | 


costume, Pepper Tee- 


hankee wore a two-toned 3 


silver vest to play the obnoxious wine critic 
Brian Sewer, while Bianca Araneta, in Coco 


Chanel-inspired black garb and red, red lip- £ 


stick, was glam-brat journalist and biogra- 
pher Kitty Killer. 


Iplayed campy East End society photogra- 


pher Terence Shrimp, while Patrick Reyno 
and Trisha Bermudez gave life to gangster 
boss “Champagne” Charlie Bunsun and his 
girlfriend, former nightclub hostess slash 
wannabe actress Babs Crayfish, complete 
with gold chains and beret. 

Wiggy, the most famous model in the we 
was, who else, Rissa Samson, in a chic, chic 
white cotton dress and Jackie O shades. 

‘The dress-up part was just half the fun. The 
other half was that the guests had to be really 
game. And game they were. We would argue, 
laugh out loud, play with our characters, in- 
sult each other, accuse each other—all in the 
name of curiosity, exciting our taste buds for 
play, and really getting into the moment. 

In our case, curiosity got us our 
Coke—Vanilla Coke, that is. 


irgins and hard hats 

"Tonight, just before another long weekend 
sets us into another holiday frenzy, the gods 
and goddesses of the nocturnal scene hype up 
the heat. 

All roads lead to Malate as Fidel goes the 
blue-collar route with a Hard Hat party— 
come in your roughest gear, ready for some 
rated F (Fidel) action as scene movers 


A LIST. Partyphiles reading their script as 
the mystery dinner for the “curious” unfolds 


your shirts’ collar or. 
blush-on on your cheeks. 

Your fault is not letting flirta- 
tious female in on how you saw 
her es a person. 
where she stood, sat or lay, she 
wouldn't be bothering you now 
that you're caught up with the 
MTV VJ Hunt 2003, your hands 

from 
thanks to Toni Taus. 

Bora bhabes isn't the problem 
here. She was. 
forces to remind you that you're 
Lucifer in the making. I strongly 
suggest you ponder on Cheating 
‘School of Thought No. 2, okay? 
Also, stare at your girlfriend's pic- 
tures, especially the ones wherein 
she looks so pitiful, and have 
mercy on her. How can such a 
lovely, benevolent, beautiful and 


hurting 
€ September Mabino 


Cheat So 1 Will Not Be Cheated 
On. Seems like you've never 
heard of the former, huh? Or 
maybe you have and are simply 
unafraid. You're more of the for- 
mer, but youre not exactly the 
poster boy since one of these 
days, I swear your girlfriend will 
catch you with Hiro crumbs on 
your mouth, lipstick marks on 


AMEN TO THAT. Erich 
Edralin razzle dazzles 


YOUR 
curiosity will 
be rewarded 
by Kelly 


MODELS 


| 
MODEL, 

| 

f 

| 

| 


Her 


Rissa 
‘Samson 
does 
Wiggy 


- BABS, BABY, Trisha 
"4... Bermudez, soon to be star 


THE POP 

STAR. 

Celine 
in 


real deal 


BI/CURIOUSI 


gals Parrish 


and Amy 


SASSY SISTERS. Bubbles 
Bermudez and Sheila 
Romero, the ladies behind 
Azzurro Sommerset 


„a YAPARAZZI does Brit camp 


Markus Schmidt and Richard Danao set the. 
summerscape with some solid seduction. 

DJ Montano pays tribute to his ultimate 
icon as Acquario and Wamer launches 
Madonna's American Life album at 9 p.m. 
Dance to her hits, come as your favorite 


Golding of Azzurro. 


Madge, see the banned video, prizes and CDs 
to be given away for Madonna madhunters! 
Back in Greenbelt, Sari-Sari launches its 
“ME” Denims at Temple. Its time for self in- 
dulgence as jeans lovers of all shapes, sizes 
and colors gather at the Temple to worship 
the ladies who will 
march down the halls. 
for Sari-Sari’s latest 
below the belt item. 
"Hs the sexiest 
pair of jeans you'll 
find anywhere,” 
promised GP Reyes, 
whé requested guests 
to come in “denim 
and white.” 
Partyphiles, the 
best is yet to come 
this summer—so sit 
back, relax and enjoy 


AZZURRO AT SOMMERSET. Feathers, frolic, fantasy and fun os 


. uhm... 
now, 


your way. 
If she knew 


over-clapping, 


again. 
sent by unseen 


heartache, 


suffer soon. 


you? No offense to pigs. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


There is nothing you can do 
Mwahahahahal Be man 
enough to face whatever comes 


If somewhere in the veins and 
arteries of your heart, there is a 
spot that still loves city girl and 
sincerely screams for forgiveness, 
change your SIM card, run to 
Quiapo and pray that you won't 
cross paths with Bora bhabes ever 


But if deep in your pants you 
crave for your Bora fling (and an- 
ticipate more), ready yourself for 
some excruciating pain. 1 hope 
it's a combination of unparalleled 
unbearable 
ache, non-stop diarrhea, record- 
breaking depression and never- 
ending rejection. Oh, and the ab- 
sence of a sex life, too. I hope you 


Bea man and face what youve 
done. Your cheating episode is s0 
wrong, you don't deserve an easy 
way out. Better prepare yourself 
to come clean to both girls, if only 
to begin to make up for your sin. I 
know you'd rather hear a good 
advice on how to shrug off subtly 
your Boracay fling partner but it's 
only fair to her to know what she 
meant to you, which wasn’t 
much, 

As for your girlfriend, if you 
can find a way to hide what has 
happened from her, then you're 
certainly one clever jerk. But, 
given your tendency to be com- 
placent and forget the past so 
quickly, | am not counting on 


that, 
SEP 


tooth- 


E-mail the authors at markand- 


MARK sepGyahoo.com 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2003 


CHEERS, 
PARTYPHILES! 
Mystery and 
mayhem—an 
uproar in the 
house with 
friends, strangers 
and lovers. 
Indulge, indulge, 
indulge! 


‘THE QUEEN. Wendy 
Puyat-Hotung plays 
a glam, young thing 


THE CRITIC. Pepper 
Teehankee playsit 
smoothly 


i 


THE ACTOR. Miko 
Valenzuela goes 
vaudeville glam 


sound of the 
can clicking, 
releasing its fizz and 
filling the air with 
sweet scents, like 
bubbles slowly 
creeping into your 
system, infused the 
room with mystery. 
Curious? 
Looking for variety to 


Tim 
Yap 


spice up our nocturnal routine, my experi- 


mental friends and T hooked up one night and 
indulged in an evening of raucous role-play, 
gastronomic orgy and non stop-guzzling— 
the Vanilla Coke Mystery “Epi-Curious” Din- 
ner was one night filled with fashionable fun 
and fantasy-filled frolic! 

Azzurro, now at the Sommerset Millenni- 
um Hotel (their G4 slot is now occupied by 
their newest franchise, Spargo's World BBQ 
opening this Friday) was dressed for mis- 
chievous mayhem, The Bermudez sisters 
Sheila (Romero, the lady behind it all), Tr- 
isha and Bubbles made sure the show was on 
the road by having master chef Philip Gold- 
ing prepare an orgasmic feast. Silver cande- 
labras and art deco touches filled the black- 
and-white Azzurro function room. Red and 
white feathers adorned the trail towards the 
mezzanine lobby where the characters gath- 
ered. 

Kids, you can ty this at home. Simply as- 
sign characters to your friends, grab a "mys- 
tery” pack (you can download it from the 
Net—under “murder mystery”), with a script 
and secret clue letters. 

This is the rage in London boutique hotels, 
with party planners gathering 10 to 12 people. 
When you get to your venue, a detective an- 
mounces that the host has been murdered, and 
one of you guys (the guests) is the culprit. The 
night proceeds trying to find out whodunnit. 


Role-play 

In our case, it was "20s London, with the 
cast composed of the jaded queen of London 
society, Tamara Fara-Buckrooth, played by jet 
setting Wendy Puyat-Hotung, Kylie-esque 
British popstar Mary Jane Faithless as por- 
trayed by coffee-to-cocktails mistress Celine 
Lopez, who wore “real deal Pucci,” vintage 
Chanel shades and a fur stole. Loud mouthed 
matinee idol Oliver Steed was Miko Valen- 


COKE-Y CONFRONTATION. Accusations are hurled to Vanilla 
Coke buzzed guests to solve the mystery 


Summer fling springs back into the picture 


TAM 24, male, and I was recent- 
ly sent to Boracay for work for 
four days. Day one in Bora saw 
me flirting with a girl, and the 
rest of my stay was spent cheat- 
ing on my girlfriend of four 


year. Everything 


when I got back to the city. I for- 
got the girl and was happy to be 


reunited with my 
friend. 


Now the girl from Bora is 
pestering me through my cell 
phone. She doesn’t know I have. 
a girlfriend and that she was 


justa fling. 


Dear Bora Boy, who's probably 
raking in compliments for the 
golden tan, you are such a lying 
bastard who deserves all the per- 
pestering you're 
ting—and more, But since I'm ha- 


sistent 


lo-ed, TIL try to have you in my 
heart as I deal with your dilemma, 

Temptation, to begin with, is 
truly irresistible, so those who 
manage to ignore it (with or with 
out the beads of perspiration) de- 
serve the crown, sash and scepter. 
Unfortunately, you don't even be- 
Tong to the top 10, thanks to your 
resistance (lack of, actually). 

Dude, did you really resis 
the first place? Because how and 
how much you resisted Tempta- 
tion Island Gf at all) says a lor 
about how you regard your city 
chick and your relationship. 

Your supposed resistance 
aside, the point is that you cheat- 
ed, so you better anticipate God's 
generous punishment especially 
for you. 

Cheating has two schools of 
thought: 1) It's Okay As Long As 1 
Don't Get Caught; and 2) 1 Won't 


was cool 


real girl- 


BORA BOY 


ge 


Bl 


MTV VJ hunt finalist Kel- 
ly Davis wore his trench 
and became private detec- 
tive Austin Mc Clue, com- 
plete with girls in pearls 
Amy and Parrish as flapper 
chicks 

Scene shaker Erich 
Edralin played crass politi- 
cal analyst Martin X, com- 
plete with a tele-evangelist 
costume, Pepper Tee- 
hankee wore a two-toned 
silver vest to play the obnoxious wine critic 
Brian Sewer, while Bianca Araneta, in Coco 
Chanel-inspired black garb and red, red lip- 
stick, was glam-brat journalist and biogra- 
pher Kitty Küller. 

1 played campy East End society photogra- 
pher Terence Shrimp, while Patrick Reyno 
and Trisha Bermudez gave life to gangster 
boss “Champagne” Charlie Bunsun and his 
girlfriend, former nightclub hostess slash 
wannabe actress Babs Crayfish, complete 
with gold chains and beret. 

Wiggy, the most famous model in the world 
was, who else, Rissa Samson, in a chic, chic 
white cotton dress and Jackie O shades. 

The dress-up part was just half the fun. TI 
other half was that the guests had to be really 
game. And game they were. We would argue, 
laugh out loud, play with our characters, 
sult each other, accuse each other—all in the 
name of curiosity, exciting our taste buds for 
play, and really getting into the moment. 

in our case, curiosity got us our 
Coke—Vanilla Coke, that is. 


Virgins and hard hats 

Tonight, just before another long weekend 
sets us into another holiday frenzy, the gods 
and goddesses of the nocturnal scene hype up 
the heat. 

All roads lead to Malate as Fidel goes the 
blue-collar route with a Hard Hat party— 
come in your roughest gear, ready for some 
rated F (Fidel) action as scene movers 


ALIST. Partyphiles reading their script as 
the mystery dinner for the “curious” unfolds 


your shirts’ collar or. 
blush-on on your cheeks. 

Your fault is not letting flirta- 
tious female in on how you saw 
her as a person. If she knew 
where she stood, sat or lay, she 
wouldn't be bothering you now 
that you're caught up with the 
MTV VJ Hunt 2003, your hands 
from 
thanks to Toni Taus. 

Bora bhabes isn’t the problem 
here. She was just sent by 
forces to remin 
Lucifer in the making. 1 strongly 
suggest you ponder on Cheating 
School of Thought No. 2, okay? 
Also, stare at your girlfriend’ pic- 
tures, especially the ones wherein 
she looks so pitiful, and have 
mercy on her. How can such a 
lovely, benevolent, beautiful and 
fragile soul like her deserve a pig 
like you? No offense to pigs. 


hurting 
& September Mahino 


Cheat So I Will Not Be Cheated 
On. Seems like you've never 
heard of the former, huh? Or 
maybe you have and are simply 
unafraid. You're more of the for- 
mer, but you're not exactly the 
poster boy since one of these 
days, 1 swear your girlfriend will 
catch you with Hi-ro crumbs on. 
your mouth, lipstick marks on 


TERRI RMR A AEE TTT 


pem vm 


curiosity will 
be rewarded. 
by Kelly 


35 MODEL'S 
MODEL. 
PMAP 
prexy 
Rissa 
Samson 
does 
Wiggy 


BABS, BABY. Trisha. 
Bermudez, soon to bo star 


BI/CURIOUS] 


gals Parrish 
and Amy 


SASSY SISTERS. Bubbles 
Bermudezand Sheila 
Romero, the ladies behind "35 
Azzurro Sommerset 1 


Markus Schmidt and Richard Danao set the 
summerscape with some solid seduction. 

DJ Montano pays tribute to his ultimate 
icon as Acquario and Warner launches 
Madonna's American Life album at 9 p.m. 
Dance to her hits, come as your favorite 


mmama j) 
» uua? 


JE 


AZZURRO AT SOMMERSET, Feathers, frolic, f 


uhm, There is nothing 


now. Mwahahahaha! 
your way. 

If somewhere in the 
arteries of your heart, 
sincerely screams for fo 
over-clapping, 
again. 


een 
ou that y. 


heartache, unbearabl 
ache, non-stop diarrhe: 


sence of a sex life, too. 1 
suffer soon. 


I COPY AVAILABLE 


YAPARAZZI does Brit camp 


you can do 


enough to face whatever comes 


spot that still loves city 


change your SIM card, run to 
Quiapo and pray that you won't 
cross paths with Bora bhabes ever 


But if deep in your pants you 
crave for your Bora fling (and an- 
ticlpate more), ready yourself for 
some excruciating pain. | hope 
it's a combination of unparalleled 


breaking depression and never- 
ending rejection. Oh, and the ab- 


MASTER chef Philip 
Golding of Azzurro 


Madge, see the banned video, prizes and CDs 
to be given away for Madonna madhuntersl 
Back in Greenbelt, Sari-Sari launches its 
"ME" Denims at Temple. It's time for self in- 
dulgence as jeans lovers of all shapes, sizes 
and colors gather at the Temple to worship 
the ladies who will 
march down the halls 
for Sari-Sari’s latest 
below the belt item. 
“It's the sexiest 
pair of jeans you'll 
find anywhere" 
promised GP Reyes, 
"whó requested guests 
to come in "denim 
and white." 
Partyphiles, che 
best is yet to come 
this summer—so sit 
back, relax and enjoy 


fantasy and fun 5 


Bea man and face what you've 
done. Your cheating episode is so. 
wrong, you don't deserve an easy 
way out, Better prepare yourself 
to come clean to both girls, if only 
ro begin to make up for your sin, I 
know you'd rather hear a good 
advice on how to shrug off subtly 
your Boracay fling partner but it's 
only fair to her to know what she 
meant to you, which wasn't 
much. 

As for your girlfriend, if you 
can find a way to hide what has 
happened from her, then you're 
certainly one clever jerk. But, 
given your tendency to be com- 
placent and forget the past so 
quickly, | am not counting on 
that 


Be man 


veins and 
there is à 
girl and 
rgiveness, 


le tooth. 
a, record- 


SEP. 
hope you 
E-mail the authors at markand- 
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NOKIA 


CONNECTING PEOPLE 


~~ Nokia, makes 
‘your messages 
. come to life. 


With Nokia Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS), your 
message becomes so vibrant, it will take your breath away. 
With MMS, you can put text and a full-color picture all in 
one message.  ' 

i 8 
Nokia has the longest line of MMS-capable phones, like the’ 
Nokia 7210, Nokia 6610 and Nokia 6100. Attach the camera 
headset, take a picture and add it to your message. Now, 
you can send and receive messages in style. 


NOKIA NOKIA NOKIA 
728iO G6IO G6iOO 
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i PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


UTE TES I Na Art Ain 
_vForfeedback, to sat nome 54 or email usat pr. lifestyle@inquirer.com.ph 


ESTYLE 


gets set to unwire 


CENTRINO-INSIDE 
notebooks are 
thinner and lighter 
than most laptops 


in the market. Get réady for some big $ 


moves os ho Big 
{oko centerstago ci 
Robinsons Mall. Time fo, 
5.1 igaro move onl i 


With the latest 
in wireless technology, 


everyone will be more Š 
1 dnt know 
why, 1 just LODE 
connected than underwear, 
They're essentials 
na pipedeng Wu 


ever before W S why | decided., 
| 


to go in2 the 
underwear 


By Jason Doplito 
bU! Correspondent 


“WE are at a major tipping point,” 
says Chak Wong, Intel Asia Pacific's 
director of product marketing and 
business management at the Sin- 
gapore Expo last month. A tipping 
es i 2 Was in the. 
point is when a major break- mall knina 2 buy 
through is made in technology, sme stuf, and i almst 
paving the way for amore exciting 4 ee x 
future. And for Mr. Wong, unwired eines Gee 
computing or Internet mobility is 
the latest breakthrough that Intel 
has to offer. 
Intel Centrino is the newest in mobile pro- 
cessor technology, making laptops a major re- 
source not only for businessmen, but also for 
anyone who needs to be connected to the 
world anytime and anywhere. 
For now, we connect to the Internet using. 
cables and wires that we have to attach to 
landline phones, or wherever Internet access ITA 
exists. This limits our movement as it is not sleep, Marilyn 
possible for us to be on the move while surfing Monroe simply 
the Web at the same time. answerd ‘Chanel 
With the Centrino, laptops can gain wire- prefer baby | 
less access to the Internet, making it possible |f cologne, 
for anyone to send e-mail or search the Inter- 
net while one is at the mall or airport. This is 
made possible through the “Wi-Fi” (wireless 
fidelity) capability, which allows users to gain 
access to the Internet from wireless 
“hotspots.” 
Hot spots are areas such as offices, cafés, 
and hotels where there is Internet availability 
over wireless LAN (Local Area Network.) 
Intel has put up the infrastructure for the 
application of the Centrino technology in the 
country. TeleAnalytics estimates that by 2006, 
there will be 27 million frequent public WLAN 
users worldwide, 
But the new technology does not only offer 
mobility. It extends battery life and allows for 
‘thinner and lighter designs of laptops. 


Intelligent 

‘According to Lai Yit Loong, country manag- 
er of Intel Technology Asia in Singapore, Cen- 
trino has an intelligent power distribution, 
comparable to a motion sensor that turns 
lights on when you enter a room, and shuts 
them off when you exit. This means that it re- 
duces power usage; the processor produces 
Jess heut, Laptop makers don't have to create 
extra space designed for processors to keep 
cool, paving the way for thinner and lighter 
PC notebooks (weighing just three pounds). 

"The processors integrated wireless capa- 
bility enables reduced interference between 
Intel PRO/Wireless Connection and certain 
Bluetooth devices, hastening connection to 
any Bluetooth-enabled mobile phone or PDA 
pou CODE Lom “Awith SMART Star TXT, getting updates on your favorite 

To illustrate the impact of the new technol- ;, celebrities i is just a text away. 
ogy, a video showed case studies ofthe prod- |> 4 
kel dene Mee uei É Now, you can get in touch with the brightest stars through SMART StarTXT. 
er ides conferencing and easy comme. ^ Find out what they do behind the camera or how they go about their work 
Med E Y { as you get regular updates any time of the day. 

_ For the future, Centrino provides the poss- | Getting closer to them has never been this easy. Start StarTXT-ing today. 
bility of a remote-learning university, in . 
which lectures can be made through TV " E " 
broadcasts, The student will be able to view | 
her class materials wherever she may be, and | TO SUBSCRIBE TO JOYCE....| JOYCE | 
update her standing depending on what is | = Jal 
posted at the school's website. E 

Later in the day, the media participated in Type JOYCE And send to 326 ^ 
the Intel Mobility Quest, an Amazing Race- x x we 
type game that showcased the potential of 4, `i Type and send to 326 i 
laptops powered by the Centrino technology. Unsubscribe - JOYCE QUIT 

The quest was held around the major | “posta message _ JOYCE <MESSAGES 
hotspots in Singapore. It started at the Singa- SART 
pore Expo, then went on to the Changi Airport : ; Bee 
and Suntec City Mall, before ending at the i Dt 
Conrad International Hotel. 3 4 iod 

Although Internet access gets cut off when. c Alio open to sebocribers 


SRED a Fortes pene el 088-1111 (GHALUZON)., 200-889-2220 MSATASMINDANACI or 88 trom your SMART GSM celle. 


When asked 


Tue ue 


| TECHNELEE 
. AUFIAG 1 


Chris proudly considers his scholastic triumphs as his greatest achievement. Graduating with top honors, he 
believes that the perseverance and determination he has shown towards studying, which he has always pursued 
with a singular passion, have finally paid off. For the most part, Chris has his parents to thank for that. "My 
parents always remind me to give my best in everything that | do," this young achiever, who seems to never back 
out of even the most daunting of challenges, admits. = 


Complementing his scholarly ways, Chris is also a leader of exemplary charisma who has just finished his term 
as the vice president of Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila's Engineering Mathematics Society. In his spare time, 
Chris is quite the music and entertainment buff as he likes to surf the Internet to look for MP3s and episode guides 
of his favorite TV programs. Chris’ competitive spirit is expressed not only in the classroom but also through sports 
as he devotes time to engage in table tennis and softball. 


Now that Chris has graduated college, this GTAAA Overall Awardee plans to use the talents and sheer CHRISTOPHER ROLAND B. BASM 


determination that have already brought him so much success, and apply these into helping build a nation worthy Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng M 
of the future generation. 


ma 


With over 200 awardees recognized to date, the Globe Telecom 
Academic Achievement Awards (GTAAA) has now been established 
as the country's only annual industry-academe linkage program. d 4 i Dd 
Marking its 8th year, the GTAAA presents itself as a credible social i £s 
responsibility program of Globe Telecom which seeks to recognize A CENE : NC 
the best graduating students nationwide in the College and High E : * 1 
School levels. : 


John Andrew E. Balal 
kie Xavier University 
Recently, the GTAAA has also become an award-winning Eug Neon F. beniabon Dc Amelia A Biglete Qo Meneo de Casas 


program. Recognizing the GTAAA's promotion of a culture of Advanced Technology DwsonOC NCR Director, 
intellectual excellence among the youth, the Public Relations Viera para ex Lee Eat 
Society of the Philippines has awarded the GTAAA an Anvil Award 

of Merit for Community Relations - Civic/Educational 
Organizations last February 2003. 


The GTAAA's search to recognize College students who excel in 1 j n NA Julie Ann B. Dalisa 
the fields of Electronics & Communications Engineering (ECE) and : dm e fl severe 
Electrical Engineering (EE) and High School students who excel in 
the fields of Science and Math has taken the program all over the 
nation - from Luzon, to Visayas, to Mindanao. 


the GTAAA, Globe Telecom aims to nurture in Fn d ^ 
i i " Engr. Maria Elsie C. Esmer Engr. Henry T. Galingan 
inos an interest in the technology fields like ‘Senior Education President & General Manager 
icati ineeri i i Program Specialist Telecoms Infrastructure. 
telecommunications, engineering and information technology. It A reve Corporation of the Phils. uM 
further aims to encourage students to excel in these fields to build University of St. La Sal 
the Filipino nation. 


In helping the pursuit'of admirable achievements and fostering 
qualities of leadership among today's young people, the GTAAA 
hopes to provide a constant source of quality manpower that will 
run the industries of the country's future. 


The GTAAA has also become a standard of excellence. With Joyreen G. Maced 
former GTAAA winners becoming a source of pride and inspiration 2 = DSU liens ier 
in their schools, the GTAAA has encouraged students to excel in etme Goto moans 
their studies. High school graduates have become interested to Development Officer National Youth Commission 
pursue studies in fields related to the technology sector thereby REONE 

contributing to the growth of the Filipino nation. Likewise, college 

graduates have become inclined to look for jobs related to their 
field of expertise, giving them the opportunity to further the 


industry they belong to. ee 
De La Salle Un-«ens| 
In its eight years of existence, the GTAAA's image as a valuable ce 


program has also been widely recognized within the government, 
private sector, Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 
industry and the academe. 


Engr. Edgardo V. Cabarios 
‘Common Carrier Authorization 
Department Director 
National Telecommunications 
Commission 
Chairman, 2003 GIAAA Board of Judges 


its 8f year, Globe Telecom hopes th 
lenc "individuals and effective ròle 
ts ongoing commitment to building a stronger nation. 
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Technology drives today's world and the driving is fast, 
furious and intense. The turns are sharp, the stakes are high and 
always there are others close behind wanting to catch up. 


In the driver's seat of technology is where we will find the 
Filipino youth. In our youth's hands lie the task of steering us 
into the future and, more importantly, in the right direction. 


Youth driving technology. Technology driving the youth. That 
is the way it should be. Globe Telecom takes up the challenge of 
powering the youth with the GLOBE TELECOM ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS (GTAAA). 


GTAAA OVERALL AWARDEE 
JB 


Ronald D. Batinas BON Marlena Joy Barker Richardson D. Billones, Jr. `. Sheena Nova R. Binoya Charlene Lesley T. Chan 
Adamson University banisa L> King's College af Isulan Makati Scierice High School Notre Dame of Kidapawan College Leyte Progressive High School 
ECE moses eae: Sultan Kudarat ‘Makati City . North Cotabato Tacloban City 


Emmanuel J. Fuentes Jonathan G. Ibera 
Mindanao Polytechnic Mapua Institute of Technology 
State College ECE 2 
EE Josine Marie C. Conti Sheela Ann G. Datukon Neil Anthony D. Gidlayan DameC.Go — - 
Saint Bridget College Albert Einstein School University of Negros Colegio de las Hijas de Jesus 
Batangas Maguindanao Occidental-Recoletos iilo City 
Bacolod City 


F nd 
Irish C. Ledesma Leneth G. Libre. P d 


Central Philippine University University of San Carlos- i E i 
ECE Technological Center E 


Dianne Mira A. de Guzman Ariane Mac A. Napiñas Lou Angela D. Oliveros Irish Jay Q. Pasamonte 
Our Lady of Perpetual Succor College Christ the King College Divine Word College-San Jose Palawan National School 
Marikina City Calbayog City ‘Occidental Mindoro Palawan 


Harold P. Mendoza Genesis G. Tan 
Saint Louis University University of Santa Tomas 
ECE E 
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Angelo Carlo E. Reyes Florante O. Robin Maria Kristina B. Roderos d 
1a Salle Green Hills. Tagbilaran City Science High School Cebu City National Science Iligan City East High School 
Mandaluyong City Tagbilaran City High School Lanao del Norte 

ebu City 


Noel T. Torres lan R. Victorino. 
Silliman University Don Bosco Technical College 
EE ECE 


SA, 
[ub n 
Jn Cacho M. Sangiao John Anthony D. Tindoc Marie Frances M. Tolentino Dangell G Vilanueva 
La Immaculada Concepcion School Silliman University High School _Leuteboro National High School Cavite National Science High School 
sig ONY Dumaguete Cy renal Mindoro tame 
Jred M. Villafranca: 


University of the Philippines- 
Diliman 
ECE 


T JUPE PAM 
The GTAAA recently received the Anvil Award of Merit from the Public Relations Society of the Philippines. As one of Globe Telecom's programs for 


'récoghizing outstanding student achievers, the GTAAA bas had a positive impact among young Filipinos, and we at Globe Telecom are very proud to 
encourage the development of their potential. 4 


Lo. 
Gerardo C. Áblaza, Jr, 


President & CEO 
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gets set to unwire 
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traveling through places where 
there are no hotspots, connection 
is nevertheless fast where WLAN 
is available. 

The downloading ofweb pages 
is considerably faster than when 
one does it using the home PG 
since Centrino makes use of radio 
signals to hook up to the Internet 
instead of dial-up or cable net- 
working. 

And since the laptops are way 
lighter than their predecessors, 
one can hold them with one hand 
while typing with the other. 


Meaty Spaghetti with rich tomato sauce matched perfectly with: pani 


Filipinos may be a bit appre- 
hensive with the new technology, 
especially since the price of “ 
wiring" through the use "Wi-Fi" 
Internet is not cheap. Wireless In- 
ternet Service Providers (WISP) 
may charge prices that are a bit 
steep. 

But sooner or later, wireless 
surfing will be the norm, and we 
will all live in a world smaller 
than it already is today. 


For more information about 
Gentrino-inside notebooks, visit 
http://intelcom/home/notebooks 
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And the winners are... 


join us on our quest to 
Quiapo and offered you the 
chance to win clothes, accessories 
and good-luck charms. The re- 
sponse was overwhelming. 
The 2bU! inbox was flooded with entries 
from readers from all over the Philippines. 
Needless to say, we sweated and argued our 


LE week, we asked you to 


way to a decision. 

These people emerged victorious: 

Sixteen-year-old Julia Benitez, an incom- 
ing freshman at UP Diliman, says she needs 
all the help she can get to expand her school 
wardrobe. We're giving her the tops and the 
socks. 

"Tm an incoming freshman at UP Diliman, 
and as you all know, casual ang damit. That's 
why Ineed all the help I can get be able to add 
some things to my wardrobe. I'm preparing 
myself for tutoring services so that l'll have 
money to buy clothes from Divisoria.” 

We want 21-year-old Joy Ruth B. Plopenio 
to prove her sister wrong. We're giving her the 
accessories package. 

"I deserve those accessories because my sis- 


ic 1 
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^ 
ter used to tell me that I'm so plain and bor- 
ing. Pd like to give life to my simple clothes by 
using accessories. It would be fun and a good 
experience to be adventurous and not just 
stick to what I have gotten used to. {I'm] try- 
ing to reinvent myself.” 

‘Twenty-year-old Danicar Mariano from the 
Ateneo de Manila 
flaunted her magic 
prowess by sending 
EU ee 
ing entries. She will 
receive the magic 
powers. This is the 
shorter entry "The 
Philippines has al- 
"ways been an inter- 
esting place to live in 
because of its uncan- 
ny faith in fate and 
magic realism. The 
blind, the sick, the 
weary are miae 
lously healed by albo- 
laryos whose powers 
we should never, sad- 
ly for us, discredit. 
Refusing to believe in 
the invisible is admit- 
ting to a lack of imag- 
ination. And the bor- 
ing and unimagina- 
tive can never see 
God. There is really 
no contradiction be- 
tween magic and 
Christianity in their 
fundamental core. 
They both teach faith 
in the union of the 
spiritual and corpo- 
real, heralding the 
presence of “the spir- 
it” in "the flesh." 

Wianers may 
claim their prizes on 
Mondays from 4 p.m. 
onward at the Philip- 
pine Daily inquirer 
building, Chino Ro- 
Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, Makati. 
Please look for Pam 
or Jason, For in- 
quiries, call 897- 
8808 on Mondays. 
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CALL-CENTER work means better pay, 
a campy work environment and quicker 
route to the top for the fresh grad. 


k 


A new job 
is just 


T 
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By Jason Doplito. 


2bUI Correspondent 
HIS summer, while most 
| young people are gearing up 
for the beach, the rest of 
them will be gearing up for the the 
corporate world. After all, while 
the season means vacation for the 
lucky ones, for the rest it means 
embracing the real world, specifi- 
cally the world of the job seeker. 
And given the hot weather, it is not 
exciting for one to be dressed in 
corporate attire and go in and out 
of the buildings on Ayala Avenue 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


For feedback, text us at (0919)880-33-54 or email us at pr_lifestyle@inquirer.cor 
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when one would xathey 
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swimwear and enjoy Ù 
beach. 

Fortunately, the recent boom in informa- 
tion and communications technology sector 
has made things easier for fresh graduates. 
Job hunters would find the IT industry a 
breath of fresh air to the other industries that 
hire only applicants with previous working 
experiences. This is especially true of the call 
center industry, which has accepted new 
graduates. 

‘Ambergris Solutions has enjoyed tremen- 
dous growth in the last three months since it 
started operations. Its employees have in- 
creased from the original 25 to 400. 

Like most call centers, Ambergris serves 
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The call-center industry 


has become a vibrant job 
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*Look d 


A promising group of young 


thespians 


By Walter Ang 
2bU! Correspondent. 


O one can hate man more 
than man himself,” said the 
poster heralding a twinbill 

presentation by the Philippine 
High School for the Arts (PHSA). 

Despite the bleak and ominous tone of the 
poster I announced to my friends, after 
‘watching the show at the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines (CCP) Huseng Batute Theater, 
"I haven't had this much fun watching a the- 
ater production in a very long time!” 

Having seen too many plays and musicals 
that were too pretentious, too commercial 
and too unoriginal, the recital cum gradua- 
tion of the theater majors of the country’s 
only arts high school was definitely a breath 
of fresh ait. The young students displayed a 
vibrant, earnest energy in the two comedies 
they presented. They had an obvious pas- 
sion for the craft and art of theater. 

The matinee featured Czech writer Karel 
Capeks “RUR” (Rossum’s Universal 
Robots). Graduating senior Nina Angela 
Rumbines shone in her portrayal of Helena 
Glory, the idealistic and vulnerable young 
woman on a humanitarian mission to liber- 
ate the robots in Rossum's Universal Robots 
factory. Rumbines was paired with fellow 
senior Jean Marc Cordero, who made a 
nasty yet funny Damon, the factory's gener- 
al manager who falls in love with Glory. 
‘Other seniors in the cast included Mary 
Aimee Leduna (Alquist) and Joseph Keith 
Anicoche (Dr. Gall), whose German accent 
‘was spot on. 

It was Damon who said, “No one can hate 
man more than man himself" when the hand- 
ful of humans in the factory realized too late 
the repercussions of playing God. 

The play ended on a positive note, but gave 
the audience a lot to think about in this day of 
genetic manipulation and robotic advance- 
ments. 
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HARRY Damon (JM Cordero) looks on as Helena Glory (Nina 
Rumbines) examines Robotess Sulla (Abner Delina) in “RUR.” 


THE ROBOTS of Rossum's Universal Robots factory take over from the humans. 


Anew job is just a call away 


From page FI 


US-based clients by offering customer-care 
solutions abroad. Work follows US time zones 
and so the bulk of its employees are busy dur- 
ing the night. Because of this, previous work 
experience doesn't count as much as attitude. 
“We hire based on attitude and then we 
train for skill,” says Mike Macapagal, the HR 
‘manager. “Cheerful disposition is needed be- 
tause we receive irate calls every night. The 
person must also have the humility to accept 
those calls without taking them personally.” 
If the right person has the right attitude, it 
will be easy for him to acquire the technical 
know-how, the manager adds, 


Light and jovial 

‘The work environment in Ambergris is 
light and jovial. The call handlers smile a lot 
even if the clients on the other line don't see 
them, The computer desks are adorned with 
personal photos and cartoon characters. A 
group holds a costume theme every Friday. 

The light mood is reflected in the interiors. 
Designer Isabel Asuncion-Berenguer created 
a fashionable and soothing workplace. 

Since the call center's operations are con- 
ducted mostly at night, Ambergris has tried to 
foster a comfortable mood in its work, enter- 
tainment and sleeping areas. 

Employee Hazel Bacabac enjoys the re- 
laxed mood. "I can choose to nap for my mini- 
breaks because we have sleeping bunks here," 
she says. "It definitely feels like a second 
home.” 

Sleeping bunks here mean double-deckers 
complete with wall-to-wall carpeting, mat- 
tresses and a Zen-like fountain. 

Others can hang out at the lounge and din- 
ing areas. And in these places, the ambiance 
gets even better. 

"The PlayStation isn't working right now,” 
Macapagal apologizes as we enter the enter- 
tainment center, “Probably from overheat.” 
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The recital 
cum 
graduation 
of theater 
majors of 
the 
country's 
only arts 
high school 
is a breath 
of fresh air 


‘First and almost" 

One of the most hilarious parts of the play 
was the use of commonly mispro- 
nounced/misused English phrases in the Fil- 
ipino translation of the late Rogelio Sicat. 
‘Teacher/overall director Herbert Go, who is al- 
so the associate artistic director of the CCP res- 
ident theater company Tanghalang Pilipino, 
said the use of the “phrases” was inspired by a 
line in the play, “Well, well, well indeed.” 

The cast used lines like, “Well, well, well! 
Look do we have 
here,” or “So far, so 
good, so fa" and 
"First and almost, its 
not your problem 
anymore its my 
problem" anymore!" 

The unexpected lines 
(which can be found 
online at wwwjeep- 
neygang.com/bo- 
la/jokeshtml) kept 
the audience in 
stitches and eased 
the tension during 
heavy scenes, keep- 
ing the tone light and 
easy. 
Apart from acting, 
Rumbines also de- 
signed the set, while 
PHSA alumni Kris- 
tine Balmes did the 
costumes. Balmes 
simple yet creative use of black and silver 
gave a funky, and otherworldly look to the 
robots. The whole look of "RUR" was very tex- 
tured and very, dare Isay it, cute! 


Island setting 

While Rumbines gave “RUR” an industrial 
and electronic look with large metal sheets, 
she created an isolated island setting for the 
second play, William Shakespeare's "The 
Tempest," by using sand and bamboo. Balmes 
filled the characters’ costumes with all colors 
of the rainbow. The candy colors and varied 
patterns added vigor to Rody Vera's sterling 
Filipino translation "Ang Unos." 

Go constantly exposes audiences to Fil- 
ipino translations as they show "the breadth 
and depth and versatility of the Filipino lan- 
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THE SHIPWRECKED 
ladies on the island of 
Prosper 
(Shakespeare's "The. 
Tempest") 


guage as a medium of translation.” Go and Ve- 
Ta have collaborated before as director and 


.translator, respectively, in Dulaang Talyers 


"Antony at Cleopatra” and Tanghalang 
ipino’s “Rhythm Method." 

In their latest effort, most male characters 
were changed into women roles, and Skyzx 
Shannah Labastilla was easily the standout with 
her earthy and eloquent portrayal of the magi- 
cian Prospera. Other seniors in this tale of magic 
and enchantment included Alison Segarra (Mi- 
randa), the sultry Isabelle Antoinette Martinez 

(Bastiana) and Rose- 
lyn Loria (Antoinetta). 
After Prospera's 
magic tempest 
brought a ship full of 
old enemies to her is- 
land, her spirit slave 
Ariela did the leg- 
work. Senior Anna 
Rea Catamora 
brought the house 
down by portraying 
Ariela asa lithe, flexi- 
ble creature that 
would do contortions. 
with every line. 
Audiences stood 
upto see what kind of 
pretzel shape Cata- 
mora had tans- 
formed into whenev- 
er she spoke. Her imi- 
tation of a frog was 
definitely one of the great scene stealers of 
the evening. 

The play ended with old misunderstand- 
ings forgiven, friendships renewed, and new 
loves forged. As with most Shakespeare 
comedies, all's well that ends well. 

The recital would not be the end for the 
high-school class, which had to juggle a regu- 
lar academic workload with extensive arts 
training the past four years. 

Senior Roselyn Loria said, "What's past is 
prologue. What's been done over the years is 
mere warm-up for the events ahead." 

If the recital is any indication, this class is 
certainly all fired-up for the work ahead. 


Tanghalang Pilipino offers acting and pro- 
duction/stage management workshops this 
summer. Call 832-1125. 
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BANTERING in-between calls and sleek workstations are part of the job package at 


Ambergris’ Solutions. 


‘The entertainment center has a television 
set, surrounded by a sofa with large throw pil- 
lows. There are a café and a bar at the other 
side. 

Asuncion-Berenguer used the warm colors 
of orange and wood to create a cozy atmo- 
sphere. 

Meanwhile, the dining area approximates 
a trendy and chic restaurant. 

"We really made the facilities as appealing 
as it can be,” Macapagal says. “The owners of 
the company know that call-center work is a 
very challenging job. We'd like to do the best 
that we can to make the jobs exciting and, at 
the same time, less difficult.” 


Call agents undergo trainings to educate 
them about the culture of the company and to 
equip them with skills on handling clients. 

‘Agents have to be knowledgeable of US ge- 
ography and proficient in American English. 

‘Once they become call-center agents for 
Ambergris, career growth opportunities be- 
come rife, Macapagal says. "When I do the HR 
orientation program, 1 always say that they 
can build a career here. We have vacancies 
that occur very often wherein we promote in- 
ternally" 

In fact, there have been agents who get 
promoted to supervisors even before they be- 
come regular exployees, Macapagal says. 


It would seem there's no stopping the 
growth of call centers in the Philippines. Tim- 
othy Lavin, chief operating officer of Amber- 
gris, says the country has an excellent work- 
force. 

In fact, the Philippines hopes to equal or 
even surpass India, which leads the global 
call-center market. And this summer, fresh 
graduates can make that possible. 


Visit www.ambergrissolutions.com or call 
638-9440 or +(0917) 514-3940 for more de- 
tails. 


THE EMPLOYEE 
lounge would pass as 
a chic restaurant for 
the smart set. 


THEWORK 
environment, as 
designed by Isabel. 
Berenguer Asuncion 
was calibrated to be 
an added benefit for 
the workers, 
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By Maui Reyes 
2bUI Correspondent 


Mary Star of the Sea 
Zwan 
Warner Music 


Baby, I'm the greatest thing you've got / I've. 
taken care of everything / I've even gone and 
changed all the locks / Baby, let's rock / Let's 
Tock— "Baby Let's Rock” 


"TO START off, don't see the album as "a prod- 

uct of that guy from Smashing Pumpkins.” 

While most people pick 

up the record and think 

REVIEWS of it as “Billy Corgans 

new band,” it’s more like 

an extension of himself that has been cut off 
but now given a chance to grow. 

Just look at the credits—he has taken up 
the name “Billy Burke” as guitarist and vocal- 
ist of the band. 

‘And speaking of the band, we're talking 
big names backing up that sacred cow: 

mmer Jimmy Chamberlin, 

Pajo on guitars, Skunk's Matt 

Sweeney on guitars and A Perfect Circle's Paz 

Lenchantin on bass. They back Corgan—oh 

sorry—Burke’s—nasal declarations of faith 
and love. 

“Mary Star of the Sea” contains 14 tracks, 
all composed by Corgan. You're immediately 
drawn by the first few guitar notes and drum 
beats in “Lyric” before hearing Corgan coo, 
"Here comes my faith / to carry me on.” 

‘The next few tracks are not disappointing, 
either—the shift from each song isn't like a 
nauseating roller-coaster ride. The second 
track, “Settle Down,” opens with Lenchantin’s 
mesmerizing bass lines. “El Sol” exudes a 
light, breezy mood, and “Endless Summer” al- 
‘most paints a picture of that perfect summer 
getaway, complete with the afternoon sun's 
reflection under the shade. 

“Baby Let’s Rock” is an alternative-music 
ballad, and the ender, “Come With Me,” 
couldn't have been better produced what 
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wasna and good of country Mh 


Billy Corgan has a new 
band and a new name 
while Rhett Miller 
provides an alternative 
feel to traditional 
country music 


with its infectious beat and harmonica. 

The writing is still very much Corgan... 
dripping with so much honesty that he always 
seems to write ahead of his time, only now fo- 
cusing on other things. 

And that's one difference between Zwan 
and the Pumpkins. While Pumpkins gave its 
teen fans anthems for angst, Zwan tends to fo- 
cus more on faith and/or love—with thesame 
undeniable passion in those screechy screams 
and willowy whispers. 

And even though there are still a few self- 
indulgent lines in some songs, including the 
‘14-minute track, Jesus, I / Mary of the Sea,” 
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From page F3 where Burke gets to do his little prayer spiel ing heart-wrenching songs similar to Millers Most people would argue that Miller's 
(you've got to love the guitar interlude, first single, “Come Around” (yes, the title isn’t songs lack the honesty that he had back when 
though), its lines like, “I believe, I believe... "Am I Gonna Be Lonely?"), as if looking fora he was doing songs for The Old 975. Could a 
God and Heaven are my own,” that prove John Mayer/Ryan Adams clone, better stick man who has just been married write songs 
that, yes, Toto, we're not in Kansas anymore. — to downloading that one song from the Net, that question if he will be lonely for the rest of 

‘Corgan has received much flak for retiring because the rest of the album (save for the his life? Who cares? It’s music that many can 
one of the most influential bands of the “90s. track "Nervous Heart”) doesn’t chuck out relate to, with lines like “I want to live/ I want 
‘And while many people were sure he'd put up songs about wonderland bodies. to see tomorrow/ So I can see you tomorrow" 
another band after the Smashing Pumpkins, If, however, you're looking for great, raw (“IWant to Live"), and "You've got terrible vi- 
most ofthem still don't thinkhisefforts would ditties about love, love, love, then this is sion if you don't see/ that I'm in love with you 
pay off as well as his first band worth your mon and how that means everything” ("Terrible Vi- 

But there's no denying that Corgan hastal- To start off, Miller, former frontman of the sion”) that make people keep this album on 
ent, and he'll carry that whereverhe goes. Texan band The Old 97's, isa good songwrit- “repeat” in their players. 

Besides, who's complaining? You've got a er, and it’s obvious in the lyrics. “The Instiga- From the country-inspired track “The EI" 
rock icon backed up by four great and talent- tor” touches on love, admiration, pain, and to the bittersweet goo in "Your Nervous terrified and it’s tearing me apart/ Can I kiss 
ed musicians. loving from afar (think about it—they're pret- Heart,” Miller has mastered the formula to your furrowed brow and calm your nervous 

As he says on “Settle Down”: “Whatever I ty much the same thing). The way he presents getting geeky, mushy lyrics tosound cooland heart”? 
can do/ Iwill /Because I'm good at that.” love in each song with that alternative-coun- poetic. ‘And besides, everyone loves an uplifting 

try twinge makes this a fun, melodious and How can you lose with a guy who can put love song or two. Even more if it’s about unre- 

‘The Instigator catchy album. in stuff like “Two of us in a double-feature /  quited love and failed relationships. As Miller 

Rhett Miller But the album explores more of Miller’s Tm a rock and roller, she’s a science teach- sings, “This is What I Do,” “Tm gonna sing this 

Warner Music pop side. Put it this way: if Miller is confused er... Im in love with a four-eyed girl” song forever/ About a girl that I once knew/ 

between doing pop and the alternative-coun- ("Four-yed Girl"); and “I try to make your And how she is always leaving/ This is what 1 

If you're looking to buy this album expect- try thing, he ought to stay schizophrenic. world a better place/ I'd smother you in do" 


kisses/ I'd give you outer space/ But you're 


A cut above the rest 


Throughout the course of history, man 
has been obsessed with the quest for 
perfection. Man's struggle to attain 
excellence is chronicled in many 
volumes through various means. One 
such chronicle for the quest for 
perfection is contained in the ongoing, 
saga we call the modern Olympic 
Games. The very first modern Olympic 
Games were held in April 1896 in 
Athens, Greece. The event, though not 
well-publicized, drew tremendous 
support from people around the world. 
Tt became so successful that it has been 
held every four years since, with many 
champions rising to the occasion and 
establishing themselves as cuts above 
the rest in the process. 


Such displays of above-average skills 
continue to draw the world’s interest to 
this day. While preparations are 
conducted endlessly in anticipation of 
each and every Olympic Game, other 
venues to display the continuous quest 
for human perfection are held almost 
daily. Thus, stories of strength, courage 
and determination abound — as do 
heroes who've established themselves 
as icons in their chosen fields of sports, 
Olympic or otherwise. If the names 
Muhammad Ali, Mark Spitz, Tiger 
Woods and the like sound familiar to 
you, then you know what we speak of. 
These people have truly become cuts 
above the rest, as they've managed to 
set standards upon which everyone else. 
who indulges in their sport are 
measured. Perfection indeed, is equated 
with those who know how to bring 
home the gold. 


Such standards of perfection are 
ascribed to items of value as well. In 
the fine art of brandy-making, for 
example, a single name stands high . 
above the rest as it has set the standard 
upon which other brandies are 
measured. That name is Fundador 


Fundador, the number one imported 
spirit in the Philippines, has not only 
set the standard for brandies, it has 
à 3 earned its own gold as well — in the. 
CELEBRATE WITH FUNDADOR new Fundador Gold Reserve. A 
GOLD RESERVE. IT IS UNIQUELY Solera Reserva brandy, it is distilled 


m E s EU from the finest Spanish grapes, aged 
BLENDED WITH BRANDIES FROM karer aad cs e ull y) blended Wilk 


THE DOMECQ FAMILY'S PERSONAL brandies from the personal reserves of 

T i the Domecq family in Jerez, Spain. 

RESERVES, AND AGED LONGER Fundador Gold Reserve is, without a 

FOR EXTRA SMOOTHNESS. doubt, a cut above the rest with its rich 

/ ; > amber and gold color, balanced and 

WITH FUNDADOR GOID RESERVE clean scent, and smooth, warm, 
EXPECT EVERY OCCASION TO BE lingering flavor. 


TRULY GOLDEN Fundador Gold Reserve is the brandy 
made for special occasions and for 
special people. After all, for the 
A scerning brandy drinker, nothing less 
GED DOMEC( RANDY than perfection is permissible, And as 
i perfection is often measured in gold, 
Fundador Gold Reserve fits the 
New from Fundador stringent requirements of those who 
know how to bring home the gold 


Drink Moderately ER who are truly a cut above the 
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INQUIRER EXCLUSIVE 


Yuen Wo-Ping is mong thah the 
martial arts master 


The 
Matrix’ and ‘Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon.’ He igthe fhan 
who changed the facgof t! 

ith'his 


Hollywood fight scenelwi 
penchant for acrobatic wi 
work. Now this brilli cti 
choreographer looksback 
on his past and to the 
future—moregj 


" " specifically, the 
a E uncis duae oe upcoming ‘The Matrix 


“THIS is my kung fu, and Even at his age, Wo-Pir Reloaded’ art The 
it is strong.” This is, of continues to work with inten rti The 


feq, sit Now he will once again =l " 
course, a much-parodied, amaze audiences as the Wa- A 


much-repeated line from chowski brothers’ sequel, 
those kinetic, frenetic “The Matrix Reloaded,” 
Hong Kong action movies flying kicks into Metro 
“where anything is a Manila screens on May 


i. 16. In this exclusive e-mail inter- 
weapon and anywhere is view with the Inqumen, master 


a battlefield. ‘Yuen Wo-Ping reflects on the road 
What turned the high-flying that led to "The Matrix Reloaded" 
antics, the product of a sublime | and the trilogy's finale, “The Ma- 
communion of martial arts, wire- trix Revolutions,” due out in 
work and special effects, into November. 
something more than a regional ^ How would you characterize 
delicacy can be traced totwospe- your first experience working 
cific movies. on a Hollywood film produc- 

The Wachowski brothers tion? 
turned action movies on their ^ "The Matrix" was the first film I 
heads with the blockbuster-and did in Hollywood. The first time I 
bullet-timing “The Matrix” while went to Hollywood, it wasn't really 
Ang Lee poured poetry into difficult. I would discuss with the 
swordfights, earning them Oscar director what he wanted from the 
glory with “Crouching Tiger, Hid- action and how he wanted the ac- 
den Dragon.” Since then, almost tion to work with the special ef- 
every fight scene churned out by fects. The directors didn't actually 
Hollywood bears more than a give me a hard time and they gave 
passing resemblance to those two me a lot of creative freedom. They 
movies. were very supportive. 

That literally makes Yuen Wo- How did you start your career 
Ping the man who single-handedly as a martial arts choreogra- 
changed the fight scene in both pher? What influenced you to 
East and West. A formidable pres- pursue the film business? 
ence in the Far East long beforehis That was a very, very long time 
Hollywood breakout, he was born ago—almost 30 years ago. The 
in 1945, the son of Yuen Siu-tin, film was called "Mad Killer" 
Hong Kong's first martial arts di- (1971) and was directed by Ng 
rector and more famously known | See-yuen. I was just following in 
asthereal Drunken Master. Heand my father’s footsteps. My father 
his brothers naturally followed the started teaching (my brothers and 
same path as their influential fa- me) kung fu when we were still 
ther, enrolling in the Yu Jim Yuen very young. My father was a mar- 
Peking Opera School, which Jackie tial arts director and he was the 
Chan and other Far East stars also one who got us into the business. 
attended. We started out as stuntmen. 

Wo-Ping then made the jump How do you think "The Ma- 
into films, choreographing inno- trix" changed the look of Holly- 
vative and stunning fight scenes wood action movies? 
and directing box office hits. In After “The Matrix,” quite a few 
the late 1970s, he was instru- Hollywood action films starting 
‘mental in transforming Chan into looking for Hong Kong action di- 
a worldwide martial arts phe- rectors to design their action. | 
nomenon. Aside from Chan, Wo think “The Matrix" influenced it a 
Ping was also crucial in catapult- Jot. It started a trend toward the 
ing Donnie Yen, Michelle Yeoh use of Hong Kong action styles in 
and Jet Li to action stardom. He Hollywood movies. 
has worked on literally dozens of How did you train the actors? 
Hong Kong martial arts movies, What types of people did you 
including such seminal hits a hire for your training team? 
"Snake in the Eagles Shadow; My team was chosen for the di- 
the aforementioned “Drunken versity of their specialties. The 
Master,” "Once Upon a Time in ones who are good with wires will 
China Il" and “Black Mask". train the actors on wire-work, 

Already a venerable masterin those who are skilled in kung fu 
Hong Kong, Wo-Ping made a will train them in kung fu, and 
splash in Hollywood when he thosewhoare good with weapons 
trained Keanu Reeves, Carrie- will teach the actors that. 

Anne Moss, Laurence Fishburne When digital effects are an el- 
and the other American actors in. ement ofa fight scene, who usu- 
“The Matrix," Whoa! ally makes the final call, the 

Then, Wo Ping choreographed stunt coordinator or the digital 
the balletic battles between artists? Does working with digi- 
Chow Yun Fat and Zhang Ziyi in tal effects make your job easier 
Angs “Crouching Tiger, Hidden or more difficult? 

Dragon.” After the critical and The director has the final say. 
commercial knockout delivered We design the action and show 
by those movies, wire-works, ac- him how it looks, then he looks at 
robatic martial arts and special it and decides what he needs for 
effects have become de rigueur, the special effects. The final deci- 
with everyone wanting to make | sion is his. There aren't any diffi- 
the next “Matrix” or "Tiger" In HE KNOWS) G3 
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2BU! THERMOMETER 


‘King Kong’ remake is hot, 


kissing girl duo is no 
| 2 i 


“HARRY POT- 
TER" ON 
DVD. The 
bonus CD has 
Richard Har- 
ris solo on the 
cover with no 
other copy or 
ar. We 
couldn't think 
ofa better 
way to pay 
tribute to the 
great actor. 


THE SIMS SUPERSTAR. Computer geeks and closet addicts will soon add more life to their 
simulated denizens with this expansion pack. 


TALLU. Avril was 
bad, this actis 
worse. We hate 
record companies 
"styling" their 
artists with stupid 
and degrading 
gimmicks, like 
making them kiss 
each other—even 
if they happen to 
be giris. 


+ EREKSI 


GOODIES AND 


Ps 


SWEETS. We love 
their personal-size 

cakes. Pam loves their La 
Cheese Sampler an 

mango desserts, and 

Maui can't get enough 

of their Strawberry 
‘Shortcake and Straw- 


berry Mousse. 


KAFE, KATIPUNAN. | 

Food court by day, gig 
place by night, itis 
turning into a breeding 

į groundfornew,fresh y 
high school and col- 


lege bands. 


J 


npn utin 


ponpon 


EVIL SALESPEOPLE. 
Enough said. 


STUPID DRIVERS. 
There's a reason there 
are signs that say "NO 
ENTRY." "EXIT" "NO. 
PARKING" and "NO U- 
TURN." 


t 


THE PALANCA 
AWARDS. Today's 
the deadline for as- 
piring and accom- 
plished writers to 
make a bid for the 
country's foremost 
literary prize. So 
have you submitted 
your masterpiece? 


PENSHOPPE’S FRUITY 
POUT. Fruity flavors. 


with a minty kick and a 
glossy finish. Yum! j 


SELF-TANNERS. For 
those who haven't 
baked under the sun this 

| summer trey have ae. 
actly one month to buya 
bottle and convince ev- 
eryone they have a gor- 
geous (and healthy!) 
tan. 


— 


"KING KONG RE- 
TURNS." Next year, Pe- 
ter Jackson ("Lord of 
the Rings") will direct. 
his version of the Kong 
legend. The new genera- 
tion probably doesn't 
know about the love sto- 
ry between a woman 
and an oversized gorilla, 
but with the remake, it 
wil. 
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sto 
so be 


NATALIE PORTMAN. Our sources say the. 
Harvard student is now Kamiseta’s new im- 
‘age model. We're hoping local clothing 
brands would use local talents more, though. 


“FRIENDS” GET 
‘THEIR “SOUP.” 
Myou miss 
Aisha Tyler of 
“Talk Soup” on 
the E! channel, 
you're infora 
surprise. She 
will soon debut 
on "Friends" as 
the hot babe 
caught between 
Joey's and 
Ross’ undying 
affection. 


At tong last! Finally! 


By Maui V. Reyes 
2bU! Correspondent. 


“SA Wakas!” is the perfec title for Sug- 
arfree’s debut album. The band took 
more than a year to get its baby out in 
the market, having to play countless 
gigs and record company scoutings in 
between. 

Now with the singles "Mariposa" and 
"Telepono" getting constant radio air- 
play, drummer Mitch Singson, bassist 
Jal Taguibao and guitarist and vocalist 
Ebe Dancel are finally getting the recog- 
nition they deserve. 

2bUI tosses 20 questions to Ebe, who 
refuses to say what his guilty pleasure 
is. 


1. If you were to design your own 
surgical mask, what would it look 
like? 

Like a bass drum. It would look fun- 
ny 

2, When did you realize that the 
tooth fairy wasn’t real? 

You mean she’s not? 

3. What do you know for sure? 

‘That am turning 27 in a month. 


LI è 


Sugarfree's Ebe 
Dancel answers 
20 totally random 
questions for 2bU! 


4. What did you have for breakfast 
today? 

1 didn't eat breakfast today. Inubos 
‘yung pagkain dito sa bahay. But usually 
i eat eggs. Lots of eggs. And tocino. 

5. What's the worst gift you've ever 
received in your entire life? 

Nobody gives me gifts, man. 

6. When was the last time you cried 
and why? 

Nung natapos ‘yung album namin. 1 
went to the little boy's room and cried. 

7. If a man from the moon were to 
land in your backyard, what would 
you do? 

Have him checked for SARS. 

8. What's the first thing you'll res- 
cue if your house is on fire? 

My guitar. Because I just bought it 
two days ago and I have no more mon- 


ey, as in no more. I have, like, 20 bucks 
in my wallet. 

9. Do you remember what your fa- 
vorite childhood toy was? 

Hindi kasi kami bumibili ng toys nung 
bata kami. But my cousin had this ac- 
tion figure, si Optimus Prime. So Td 
stare at it every day. 

10. What are your plans for this 
weekend? 

Tm going to Olongapo and then to 
Baguio and then to Enchanted King- 
dom. But that's just for gigs. 

11. What CDs are in your player 
now? 

Tm listening to the new Zwan album, 
the new Foo Fighters, and the itchy- 
‘worms!’s demo. And Boldstar's album. 

12. Complete this sentence: If I 
could, Pd... 

Rid the world of SARS. 

33. What are your top three fa- 
vorite vacation destinations? 

Puerto Galera, ang ganda ng beach, 
man. My hometown in Isabela, because 
all my relatives buy me beer. And my 
room. Dina ako nakakatambay sa room 
ko, eh. 

14. What were you like in high 


school? 

1wasa geek, man. I was a loser. Total 
reject. I was the weird kid. Lagi lang ako 
nakatulala. 

15. You'd rather stay at home and 
clean your room than go to whose 
concert? 

Air Supply. Please, enough. 

16. If you could undo one thing in 
your life, what would it be? 

Ishould have taken college seriously 
Because now I don't have a job and 1 
don't have money. Make an example out 
ofme, 

17. What do you do at night when 
you're bored? 

Nangungulit ako ng mga kaibigan ko 
na makipag-inuman. 5 

18. How old were you when you 
had your first heartbreak? 

Iwas 12. She didn’t like me, she liked 
someone else. She's married now in the 
us. 

19. Where do you see yourselfin 10 
years? 

Married in the US. 

20. When was the last time you 
said “I love you" to someone? 

‘Thirty minutes ago—to my cousin. 


ry 


SUGARFREE vocalist Ebe Dancel 
PHOTO. ADIINASPLLERA 
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culties. The director will tell us 
what he wants: for instance, in 
one scene in a garden, Neo starts 
fighting someone butas he fights, 
the person multiplies until there 
are about 100 of him. Then, well 
just go and work out how the 
fight scene should look. Once we 
get the directors “okay,” we'll go 
ahead with that. 

Are you using more 
weapons? Does that present a 
bigger challenge with digital ef- 
fects? Did you have to compro- 
mise some authenticity to make 
the action look better with digi- 
tal effects? 

Tve never worried about digi- 
tal effects. The Wachowski broth- 
ers are very clear about how they 
want a scene to look. They give 
very specific instructions and ex- 
plain what they expect the digital 
effects to do, so we just match the 
action with the effects. The digi- 
tal effects didn't pose a problem. 
The action is usually designed to 
lookas good as possible anyway. 

‘Audiences have waited a 
while for “The Matrix” sequels 
(the first film was released in 
1999), so anticipation and ex- 
pectations on “Matrix Reload- 
ed” and “Matrix Revolutions” 
are running particularly high. 
Has that increased the pressure 
on you? 

Actually, there wasn’t much 
pressure. After 1 finished "The Ma- 
trix,” I went straight to “Crouching 
Tiger Hidden Dragon.” When 1 
made the latter, I had no pressure 
because when I was making “The 
Matrix,” no one could have imag- 
ined it would make so much mon- 
ey around the world. No one could 
have predicted that “Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon” could have 
done so well in the US either. It 
came as a pleasant shock. So I 
don't let the pressure get to me. 
The director tells me what he 
wants and I just design the action 
to go with his vision. I don't think 
feeling stressed about it will help 
the situation. 

Your work in "The Matrix" 
has obviously had an effect on 
the look of other films; even 
“Shrek” had a scene spoofing 
some of its action. How do you 
feel when you see your work in- 
fluencing movies that have 
been made since "The Matrix" 
was released? 

They're only copying the film 
and the director's vision. Actually, 
I think it is a good thing and it's 
quite amusing to see a film being 
copied like that. It is a kind of 
honor. You have to be good before 
other people will copy from you. 

Your contribution: to “The 
Matrix” is obvious. How has the 
film enhanced you both profes- 
sionally and personally? 

The film has actually done a lor 
for Hong Kong action. It has tak- 
en Hong Kong action out of its 
niche and presented it to the 
whole world, and now people are 
aware of how good Hong Kong 
action is. It is good for the devel- 
‘opment of the Hong Kong action 
genre. 

Some critics would say that 
over-exposure of Hong Kong 
action films could be detrimen- 
tal. What do you think? 

‘That is true. There are pros and 
cons to everything. When some- 
thing good comes along, other 
people will hop on the bandwag- 
on and work the genre to death. It 
then turns the audience away. 
This is the natural cycle. 

Three films have brought 
your talents to the attention of 
US film lovers: “The Matrix,” 
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Drag- 
on” and “Iron Monkey.” How 
did the experience of working 
on these three films differ for 


BLOCK the enemy. 


I never, ever thought I would 
one day be tackling the US mar- 
ket. For instance, when T made 
"Iron Monkey" all those years 
ago, my only consideration was 
tomakea movie that could satisfy 
the audience and my bosses. AF 
ter I finished the movie, I knew I 
was satisfied with it. It was a 
good movie. After making “The 
Matrix,” I told the directors that 1 
was quite confident that the film 
would do well—although I never 
imagined it would be as influen- 
tial as ithad become. So it was all 
a shock. The success of “Crouch- 
ing Tiger, Hidden Dragon” in the 
US was an even bigger shock. 
When I make my films, 1 just do 
my best to give the highest quali- 
ty I know that if I do my best then 
it would never be below-par. m 
very conservative; 1 usually tell 
myself if the success reaches a 
certain level, Iwould be very hap- 
py already. I never dreamed of the 
kind of success that the films had. 
There's no sure thing in this busi- 
ness. If there was, and I knew a 
certain film would do that well, 
Td pawn my last belongings to be 
the boss! My responsibility is to 
the boss. If the film does well, 
they are happy and I'm satisfied. 

What was it like working 
with the Wachowski brothers? 
Ang Lee used to say that he 
would make unreasonable re- 
quests because he didn’t under- 
stand the limitations of the ac- 
tion. Were the Wachowski 
brothers the same? 

The Wachowski brothers un- 
derstand action movies very well. 
With Ang, I knew some of his re- 
quests were undoable so I would 
tell him. Or I would tell him that 
something he thought was spec- 
tacular was really quite common 
in the industry. The Wachowski 
brothers didn't make requests in 
that sense. Most of the time, they 
‘would actually tell me what they 
expected from the sequence. 
"Wed demonstrate what we'd 
choreographed and they would 
ask us to make whatever changes 
they needed. Their method of 
filming is quite different from 
other American directors; in fact, 
their style is closer to the Hong 
Kong style. For instance, Holly- 
‘wood directors usually use sever- 
al cameras to film an action se- 
quence. The Wachowski brothers 
only used one camera. That's 
what we do in Hong Kong. They'll 
find the best angle and work from 
there, unless the scene is espe- 
cially dangerous or had compli- 
cated effects. 

How much of your own kung 
fu did you utilize in the chore- 
ography of "Matrix Reloaded" 
and “Matrix Revolutions”? 

Not much. I have realized that 
what you learn in actual kung fu 
is of little use when you trans- 
plant that in front of a camera. 
You have to add some creative 
moves to it. What we learn is very 
staid, it doesn’t change. But in 
movies, things are changing con- 
stantly, so you actually have to 
match the action with the charac- 
ters and storylines and the 
scenes. You have to be more ver- 
satile. 

Youve worked with both 
Asian and Hollywood actors. 
Have you noticed any differ- 
ence in how these two groups 
respond to your training? 

It's noc a big difference. It's just 
the Asian style of fighting and the 
western style are different. Asian 
stars are usually more familiar 
with doing action so they really 
don't need much training, but 
Hollywood stars need to be 
trained. If they are not trained, 
they don't look good. Of cours 
you get a lot more time to work 
with western actors unlike in 
Hong Kong where you have prac- 


LE... 


tically no time to work on their 
action. The Hong Kong solution is 
also quite simple: Cant fight? 
Just use a stunt double! With The 
Matrix, the Wachowski brothers 
wanted the actors to do all their 
own stunts. Keanu had to fight in 
over 30 scenes so he needed to 
have longer training time. At the 
end of the day, it all depends on 
the director's expectations. 

Movie critics and fans often 
associate you with wire-work. 
How far do you think wire-work 
can still be pushed creatively? 

There's always room for 
change. Even when it reaches 
what we feel is the limit, we can 
always use computer effects to 
enhance it again and add more 
interesting aspects to it. Comput- 
ereffects are one thing and action 
is another, but packaging the two 
together will give rise to some- 
thing more interesting. 

When considering work on 
new projects, what are your cri- 
teria now? Has that changed 
since doing the “Matrix” films? 
Is the “East-meets-West” ele- 
ment an appealing factor? 

As long as 1 feel that I can do 
something interesting in a pro- 
ject, 1 would take it. The East- 
meets-West concept is very diffi- 
cult. 1 think it fails more often 
than it works, unless it is a film 
like "The Matrix" where the ele- 
ments are all western and then 
they just add the Hong Kong ac- 
tion element. When it comes to 
mixing eastern and western ac- 
tors, it's hard to make it work un- 
less the script is exceptionally 
well-written. 

In the first “Matrix” film, 
none of the actors had any mar- 
tial arts experience, but in the 
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two sequels you used two 
karate experts, Neil and Adrian 
Raiment, as actors. Was it easi- 
er to design the action se- 
quences around them? 

We didn't feature any karate in 
the sequels. They used other 
forms of fighting but they were. 
good. Their action was very clean 
and they delivered what was ex- 
pected. They caught up faster but 
they still hand to undergo train- 
ing. 

What was it like working 
with Keanu this time around? 

He has improved a lot in the 
second and third parts. He still 
had to undergo a lot of training 
but then he had a lot more action 
in the sequels and he also had to 
train with weapons. In the first 
part, his fights were mainly hand- 
to-hand combat and one-on-one 
fights. In the sequels, he has a 
harder time because in one scene, 
he has to take on 100 people at 
once. 

What was it like training Ja- 
da Pinkett-Smith? 

She joined the cast later in the 
preparation period so we didn't 
have as much time with her as 
with the other actors. Having said 
that, she spent two months train- 
ing, which was long enough for 
us to train her and make her 
fighting scenes look good. 

‘You spent a lot of time train- 
ing the protagonists of the 
movie; did the villains get as 
much training time? 

Yes, they spent the same 
amount of time training but they 
didn’t train together. We just sep. 
arated them into different 
groups. 

Whatis coming up for you? 

Tm taking a resti 


Introducing Addict 


‘An addict is just a face in the crowd. The 
‘only thing that differentiates them is what their 
addiction is. And that’s what makes them who 
they are. Athletes are sports addicts; couch 
potatoes ure TV addicts; and most Filipinos are 
lext addicts. Call it an obsessive pastime or 
interest, essentially that’s what a true addict is, 
Ho may be a music addict or a car addict. She 
may bo a fashion addict oF a basketball addict. 
The bolom line is, they're addicted to their 
passion. 


Meet Addict Mobile. 


‘Addict Mobile is anothér first from the 
innovative minds behind SMART 
Communications. lt is essontially a 
revolutionary mobile service specially 
designed for the sportive and radical youth 
market with a burning passion for life, offering 
exclusive multimedia content that defines the 
youthful and active lifestyle of today. In effect, 
‘Addict Mbbile gives you the power to access a 
‘vide range of data value added services (VAS), 
multimedia messaging service (MMS), and 
general packet radio service (GPRS) without 
having to pay on top of your monthly service 
Tec. Plus, only Addict Mobile offers the Smart 
Amazing Phone—the only handset that is 
‘capable of handling packet data at incredibly 
fast speeds. 

Addict Mobile is ossentially a service that 
identifies with the young and appreciates that 
each individual is unique largely because of his 
or her sddictions—or strong passions in life. 
‘These are the zesty trendsetters who live ife to 
the fullest and therefore deserve the most out 
of it This is what Addict Mobile is about. 

If there's one common ground among most 
Filipinos, it's an insatiable appetite for 
communicating, therefore a burning passion for 
connectivity. Being able to stay in touch, be it 
‘through voice calls, e-mail, text or multi-media 
mossaging, is what makes us tick these days. 
That's why we're slavos to our cellphones. 
With Addict Mobile, a whole new world of 
‘opportunities awaits. SMART has always been. 
an the forefront of innovation, always the first 
in coming up with new, creative concepts, 
making them not just the leading wireless 
network but also the mast inventive. 

With Addict Mobile, your lifestyle is the 
priority. Accessing your addictions couldn't be 
made easier and more affordable. Addict 
Mobile is the only post-paid service that allows 
you to get your fix on whatever it is in life 
you're addicted to, 

Say you're a sports addict, get the lowdown 
on your favorite basketball team by 
downloading the multi-media content through 
GPRS. You might want Michael Jordan's 
farewell appearance photo as your homepage 
on your handsc!'s screen. The simple, easy to 
follow My Addictions folder makes exploring 
and downloading a breeze. Find out who's on 
top of the English League or get some football 
lips along with a high-resolution image of 
some of the top footballers in the world. For 
those who love screaming car engines hurting. 
around world-famous tracks, there's E] News. 
Tennis addicis score an ace with Addict 
Mobile—all they have to do is select "Tennis" 
from My Addictions and the latest news and 
match results will appear on their screen. For 


T 


ict Mobile 


Another Revolutionary Idea from Smart 


the divers, Addict Mobile has tips, classifieds 
and chat. Chat with fellow divers through your 
Addict handset or buy and sell dive gear 
without even leaving the house. It can all be 
dose through your Addict handset. 

lt goes for all fashion addicts, news addicts, 
music addicts, Health & Fitness addicts and 
gadget addicts. Only Addict Mobile gives you 
your own channel which you can fully 
‘customize based on your personal addictions in 
lifo, 

But Addict Mobile isn't just about the 
young. Addictions aren't limited to the youth. 
For instanco, established baby boomers who 
work as hard as they play often enjoy their 
addictions and therefore need to rekindle their 
youth. Addict Mobile is for them too. They 
may be respected movers and shakers in their 
fields, but during their free time, they can very 
well be free-spirited adventurers with a passion 
for taking up something new. + 


"The Differentiation 


What Addit Mobile can deliver that other 
most paid plans can't is being abe Jo indulge in 
one's addictions without emptying the wallet 
As a haner of fact, you can get hooked on 
your addictions via MMS for as litle as PS, 
only with Addict Mobile. No other wireless 
network Jets you satisfy your urge for so lie, 
making your guilty pleasures (if you can call 
them tet] nothing bot a pleasure. Even 
information that maters, such as news and 
other business conteat can be pulled down at 
only PS per download, versus having to Browse 
tho Nei via GPRS which can cost at leat 6 
times as much only to end up with the sume 
content 

And im the muc spirit of respecting one's 
preferences amd individuality, Addict Mobile 
Even allow its subscribers to keep their existing 
contact numbers through its Number Retention 
program. So, existing Smart Gold subscribers 
an also avail of an Addit Mobile line without 
faving to senle for a new number—saving 
them the hasse of having to inform everyone 
ofa now number thereby giving them more 
tme to indulge im their additions on their 
Addict Mobile handsets 

Now that you know the neo-definition of the 
word, give in to your addictions and get loaded 
with Addict Mobile. : 


Addicted to Addict. 


Addicted to Slinky at the beach.. 


Addict in Boracay (A clean and wholesome one, that is) 


1 had just received my new Addict SIM a 
Week before and to tell you the truth 1 was 
more than a little excited with the latest 
revolution ia mobile services to hit town. 1 
wuldn't wait to click and surf away on the 
“Addiet Portal which promises everything for 
‘early all types of addicts—sports addicts, car 
addicts, lifestyle addicts, just name it 
The term addict connotes-a powerful, 
overwhelming obsession. And that's just the 
way 1 feol about my interests, just as P'm sure 
everyone docs. The name may be 
controversial, but Addict caters only to "clean" 
interests and not to the dark drug netherworld 
from where the term muy be rooted, Anyway, 
‘while moraliss and naysayers split hairs on the 
name, 1 personally couldn't agree more with 
‘Addict as it applies to the one thing thet makes 
life worth living —possion, 
‘And it was exactly a passion for fun inthe 
sun which led me to Boracay last Apdl 17, 
2003, HighNoon for tho official season in 


summer paying. Addict by ali accounts 
dominated the famous four kilometer stretch 
for the holidays. 1 had the famous cool white 
sands underfoot and a beeline to all the Addict 
events, what more to ask? 

‘The very day ! got there, an Ultimate 
Frisbee tournament was happening right in 
front of Hey Jude. ] had never seen anything 

sion of touch football played with 
zoals” scored when players made 
catches in opposing cadzones. “Afer that hot 
amd sweaty action (tbe players were panting 
away) everybody deserved to cool off. What 
followed was a phenomenal Sunset Session by 
Anton Ramos, The Man behind the Chillout 
Project. Every track was perfect and 
inspirational, especially as another dramatic 
Boracay sunset dipped into history. Soon after, 
Hey Jude Dis followed up with Island 
Grooves, a bit more racy and up tempo. 
zApril 18, Friday saw Jungle Beach 
Volleyball at the same venue, with no less 


intense action. How do these volleyball addicts 
do it? Running, diving, and digging under the 
blazing sun? Guess that’s Addiction in Action 
for you. Again, Hey Jude soothed and swayed 
the crowd with a FeclGood Session well into 
the night. 

‘April 19, Saturday was Beach Football 
day and soccer Addicts kicked up the sand 10 
lusty applause. Admittedly, ] was there to 
witness the Slinky roadshow set to quake the 
beach with this London Club's distinctive 
Progressive House music. What a turnout 
What a pay. Addict was prudent enough to 
post an anti-drugs sign by the dance stage to 
make a crucial point of distinction. 

1 can't and won't forge it, who would 


‘The SMART 
‘Team 


How can you resist being an addict? 
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Photo by Mike Alquinto Temple Bar and 


HE place lives up to PeStaurant is 

its name. When home to 

you walk into Tem- T 
ple Bar and Restaurant, mouthwatering 
calmness descends upon ,. 
you and wraps itself dishes that are 
around your shoulders delightful to one's 
like the lightest of light 
blankets. Ahigher state of palate 
consciousness? Maybe. 

It can be the soothing interiors. 
Or the large 9-foot bronze Bud- 
dha that is guarding the restau- The meal started with the fla- 
rant and its people. Then again, it vorful Hot and Sour Soup. The 
can be the promise of good food. two salads we tried were both a 
Really really good food. treat for different reasons. The 

Temple Bar isn’t 23-year-old Tuna, Mango and Apple Salad 
Erik Cua's first business venture. with Raspberry Vinaigrette was 
He first put up a coffee shop in refreshing. The almonds added 
Cainta when he was 19 and fresh texture to the already colorful 
out of De La Salle University combination of different tastes. 
where he took up Business Man- Anyone who enjoys Peking duck 
agement. Then he established will love Hoisin Chicken Salad. 
Jack's Loft in Eastwood, known Chili Shrimps, a hit at Temple 
for its sinful desserts and fish- Bars launch, were even better 
bowl iced teas, and Basement, than I remembered. They were 
one of the more popular clubs in topped with herbs that did not 
Libis. overpower the flavor of the juicy 

Since it opened two months shrimps. Salmon with Hoisin and 
ago, Temple Bar has become a Black Bean Egg Roll was a new 
popular hangout for people who experience for our tastebuds. The 
want to unwind after a long day. tasty slivers of salmon contrasted 
But the place has so much more perfectly with the dark flavors of 
to offer than cocktails and finger black beans and hoisin sauce. 
food. Temple Bar is home to so Oriental Seafood Soba, which 
many mouthwatering dishes that comes with a generous heap of 
are delightful to one’s palate. toppings, was a discovery. Kung 

“The cuisine is Pan-Asian. It's a Pao Chicken is also a must-try. 
mix of Chinese, Vietnamese, Thai Our favorites, apart from the 
and Malaysian food.” shrimps, were the Pan-Fried Hi 

Putting the menu together ibut in Miso and Coriander with 
proved not to be hard for Erikbe: Vegetable Rice and Temple Roas 
cause he comes from a family of ed Garlic Crab with Garlic Noo- 
food lovers. "We always like eat- dles. The Pan-Fried Halibut was 
ing out. The items in the menu so tender and flaky. It literally 
are really everything that we melts in the mouth. The crab, 
want. My mom takes care of the which was so big and so meaty, 
kitchen. She works hand in hand was sinfully garlicky. The crab 
with the chef.” and garlic noodles were a heav- 
enly match. 


Bar's best dishes and were not at 
all disappointed. 


Best dishes 


We sampled some of Temple cuuNARY H2 


Emne We've got it all for you! 
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Polo Ralph Lauren 
(Ladies and Men) 
Lacoste (Ladies and Men) 
Moschino Long Sleeves 
(Ladies) 

YSL (Long Sleeves) 
Faconable, Celio 

(Shot Sleeves) 

Burberry, Diese, Versace, 
Calvin Klein, Nike, Boss, 
Giorgio Armani (T-Sh) P1296 
Dunhill, Versace, Emporio, 
Armani YSL, Mario Armani, 

Pierre Cardin Valentino, 

(Neckties) P295 
Prado, Louis Vuitton, 
Ferregamo Hermes, 
Gucci Ralph Lauren, 
Tommy Hilger (Bags) 
Dunhill Hugo, Boss, 
Gucci, YSL Ferragamo 
Versace (Bets) 
Ferragamo, Prada, 
Louis Vuitton, Gucci, 
Duntill Ralph 

Lauren (Wales) 
Gucci, Channel, YSL, 
Versache Oakley, 
Prada(Sunglasses) P8000  P59999 
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Í TEMPLE Roasted 
Garlic Crab with 
L | Garlic Noodles 


RICE INA BOX & PINOY FASTFOOD ` ! 


Know the ins and outs of rice-n:box and Pinoy fastfood business this | 
May. Leam about the icensing requirement, captalizaton. basic equipment, 
'aybuling, sourcing. storage ‘and actual manu. presentation tn puting. up. 
^ food ‘business. "Be ‘compeliive and see how you par win other 
sing esiabishmenis by "ollenng ‘Something now. Ginto business 


nowi 
Bice ina Box Business; May 3 (Sat) 9-4 pm. Lectueonthe | 
{echnical and operational aspects of business, food hygiane and sani- 
tation, costing and actual demonstration of recipes: Drunken Chicken, | 
Boo! Tenderion wih Leeks, Crispy Porkchop. Spareribs wih Sweet & 
Ey Sauce, Cams in Yelow Sauce by Sta Ram, Chel and Consultant 
Pinoy Fastfood: (Carinderia, Pondohan, Lugawan, ets) May 24 Sal) 
Sam.-4 pm. Lecture onthe technical and operational aspecis of the 
business, hygiene, sanitation & safety, costing and actual cooking de- 
monsiraion of popular low cost fastood recipes. diflrent kinds of Lomi, Pork Asado, Fresh & Fried Lumpia, 
Pancet Malabon: Adobong Pust, dtr kd of BEG Oycle meny sampler use of extenders, elc, PIA 
SUMMER WORKSHOPS FOR KIDS & TEENERS (Enrolment is en.a first come, first served basis) 
JUNIOR CULINARY WORKSHOP for boys and giris 6-10 years old, 
‘Kiddle Meal Specials; May 14 & 18 (W- Th) &s0.am.- 12nn. Edible Fish Bal, Mean & Lean Meatloaf, Potato 
‘Chip Chicken Fingers, Embutido Burger Rice, Baked Chicken Tomato Pasta, Rainbow Soup, Sweet à Sour 
ops, Fish & Chips. Activly Workshop: colored and favored pasta making & homemade play dough. P1,500. 
| YOUNG PEOPLE'S COOK.IN (YPCI) for teeners, 2 
‘Ghocolate Galore Nay 10 & 17 (Sa) 9 am. -1 pm. Chocolat Chunk, Banana Bars Chocolate Cheose- 
aka, Black & White Cookies, Tio of Chocolate Truttes, Chocolate Mousse, Chocolate Marzipan rut. Activity 
Workshop: Character color ow. P2 000. 

SPECIAL COURSES. FOR ADULTS: (First come, first served hasis) 
Bakina wlth institutional Mixes; May 10 (Sat) 1:30 - 5 pm. Assorted Brownies (Black Forest, Apple | 
Chunk, Rocky Road): Pineapple Carrot Cake; Choco Banana Loal: Chocolate Mufins with Fudge Frosting 
Tiki on ck Suresh Ses and Choco Cree, Pa 1 

Japanese Cooking: May. 17 (Sat) 9 am. - 1 pm. Miso Soup, Mixed Tempura, Sukiyaki, Kamameshi; 

| assorted Sushi: Kanpamaki, Tekamaki, Caifomia Maki and Nigri. P800 
Gulaman Delights: May 17 (Sa) 1:30 - 5 pm. Catedral Window, Buko Pandan Salad, Moulded Frut 
‘essers, Icebox Cake. Bonus: edible centerpiece P600. 

| Reka 1308 pm Fu Conn, Cassava Die, P Pih Maja Blanca. Bonus Maya | 

ongka & Tamales P600. 

|: CERTIFICATE COURSES WITH HANDS-ON (For Adults: Pre-registration required) 
Cake. Decorating (Basic): May. 3 & 10 (Sal) 9 am. - 4 p.m. Lecture workshop on fundamentais ol cake 
decorating: colonna, desiring, template, lg (voed, butt, caramel, ceste sugar lang); bas borders, 
jely entero, basic Hower making and bunching and motit, Free decorating tips. P2.00. 
Baking I (Basic): Apr. 7-9 or 21-23 (W-F) 1:30 -5:00 pm. ` Techniques in preparing basie pie crust, 
Gierent types of cakes, quick bread, yeast breads and more. 3,000 
Cooking (Basie) For Mesemen, Stewards and Beginners: May13-16or27-30(T-F)130-5:00 
‘Bm. Basie food preparation, cooking methods for vegetables pasta, meats and poultry dishes: Techniques of 
a-tonmng chicken and fi: Basic gamishing: Actual preparation of popular Fiipino and Oriental dishes. F2.500 
Gooking II (Comprehensive Cooking) For Career Cooks: May 27- 30 (T-P) 800 am. - 1 pm. 
Coverage: Standard terres of precam base stocks, soups end sauces applicable to 1001 recpas 
salads and dressing: main dishes; potato cookery: pasta and rice; teehniques of deboring and fileting fish and 
hota use c herbs and eles to coo base garish or piate and par presertaton. Free ch 

For inquiries visit the Maya Kitchen (Tuesdays thru Saturdays) at 8" floor, Liberty 
Building, A. Arnaiz Ave.(Pasay Road), Makati City or call tel. 892-1185 or 892-5011 lac. 
108; or e-mail us at mayakitchen@pacific.net.ph 
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VULCAN 


STORAGE WATER HEATERS 
Manufactured by; RHEEM Australia Piy.lid. AUSTRALIA 


* Only Brand with Free Installation 
~ For residents of Metro Mondo, Metro Cebu, Baguio, Davo. 
+ Welded Steel Cylinder 
with Vitreous Enamel Lining 
* Colorbond Steel Jacket- Desgoed to withsiond the 
Forshest outdoor cma conditons foro vary long lime. 
* 6 Years Warranty -Oniy irom the woe heater compony 
wih a proven troc record of 17 Years! 
* ISO 9001 Certified Manufacturer 
~ Guaranteed World Closs Quai I 3 
Jd] t Australian Quality Standards Certified 
34 * Available Nationwide. -ACE Hora, SM Hodvore 
d ‘Workshop, MC Home Depot, Cothoy Builders, True Value, Hardware 
patel Federal Hardware, Unisio Mdsg,, CitiHardware-Dovoo, 
Cebu Home Builders, Robins Home Depol. 


i£ JETT WATER HEATER CO., INC. 

‘Uni $ Bona Cond, $4 EDSA, Ceban Quezon Ciy 
neoan  Wonklne onteving oli deps 723-00-32 

__ Showroom & Service Centers Nationwide — 
UID CEBU DAVAO 

(074) 619-1204 (032) 344-3344 (082) 225-0915, 
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cheesecake in. 
blueberry ` 


NS: Siis 


HEAVEN Sent 
chocolate cake 


SALMON with 
Hoisin and Black 
Bean Egg Roll 


CHILI shrimps 


O 


ERA 


BUDDHA, the 9-foot centerpiece of Temple Bar 


From page HI 
The meal ended with Temple 
Cheesecake, which we ordered in 
blueberry (they also have mango 
and strawberry), and the Heaven 
‘Chocolate 
Caramel Sauce. The cheesecake 
was light and creamy and the 
chocolate cake was moist and 


Sent 


rich. 


Needless to say, it was a very 
memorable meal. 


Culina 


ry. 


^ 


The list doesn’t end there. Tem- 


timers. 


Cake with 


‘THE ROAD to enlightenment 


NEW VIDEOS ON THE BLOCK 


Bue 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
bU! Correspondent 


MUSICLANDIAS men make a reappear- 
ing act. They look like the men that they 
are (boy-next-door, ruggedly handsome, 
badbadbad boys) and sound as if they've 
totally forgotten about their childhood 
days. Here's a review of their latest music. 
videos dominating our channels. 


“Rock Your Body” 

by Justin Timberlake 

After crying a river and working it 
with band-aid boy Nelly, hottie Justin 
resurfaces with yet another undeniable 
winner, “Rock Your Body.” Boasting of 
9,000 bulb lights, the video is plotless 
and basic, with a rugged-looking and 
white-clad Justin singing and dancing. 
The vid is supposedly boring but the 
amazing editing and Justin's spectacular 
choreography surprisingly hypnotize 
you into watching the whole thing. With 
a string of good, catchy songs and mag- 
nificent moves you yourself want to exe- 
cute inside a bathroom, Justin will surely 
go farther than most of us expect. 


“The Remedy” 

by Jason Mraz 

Another addition to the list of lads 
singing. songwriting and strumming is 


Jason Mraz, who hails from Southern 
California. Currently making a splash 
with the single “The Remedy,” Jason 
proves he's not just another drool-wor- 
thy face you want to create in your cell 
phone's picture editor. Give the song 10 
seconds (the intro is pretty lengthy) and 
youll be tapping your feet (clad in Is- 
lander slippers) until the song's last 
note. 

Apart from his undeniably beautiful 
face, Jason's fashion sense is something 
that will definitely catch your attention, 
as proven in the vid of "The Remedy.” 

Garbed in cut-off slacks, puffy bed- 
room slippers, a coat with a pin and base- 
ball cap, you wonder where this guy gets 
his clothes. But no matter how mis- 
matched, eccentric, or uhm, jologs his 
fashion statement is, you can’t help but 
forgive him. Who else can wear green tee 
and red baseball cap and not make you 
laugh because Christmas is definitely 
hundreds of sleep away? 

Going back to the video, nothing 
much happens. He just rides a chicken- 
filled Mrazda, comes across a boobsy girl 
who has a brown bag of eggs and slips, 
and inserts a couple of sunflowers into a 
soldier's gun. 

Last words: More catchy songs and 
more close-ups please. And maybe a les- 
son on how his surname is pronounced 


(Ma-raz? Em-raz? Uhm, Mwaz???) 


“Year 3000” 

by Busted 

Composed of blokes Charlie, Mattie 
and James, the latest addition to the nev- 
erending list of boy bands is the group 
Busted, which sounds like the Moffatts, 
Blink 182 and LFO in a blender. Pretty 
and pleasant-looking, the video for "Year 
3000" sees the boys transported to year 
3000 (you guessed it right) where they 
see their future selves, still as pop stars. 
They steal the spotlight, make love to 
their guitars, jump—and all of a sudden, 
they freeze in the air, turn black and you 
see “Busted” onscreen. Yawn. Yippee. 


“If You're Not The One" 

by Daniel Bedingfield 

‘Twenty-two-year-old control freak 
Daniel made sure he had his hands and 
feer during the whole process of produc- 
ing his album “Gotta Get Thru This,” 
wherein he wrote most of the songs, sang 
and played instruments—in his under- 
pants. 

Born in New Zealand, Daniel is back 
after the title track, with the tear-jerking 
“If You're Not The One.” Beautiful and 
brilliant, the video is unfortunately not 
the same case. Without a plot, we just see 
Mr. Bedingfield standing, sitting down. 


"Start with the Fried Spring 
Rolls or the Chicken Satay Skew- 
ers with Coco Peanut Sauce. Then 
have the Hoisin Chicken Salad, 
the Braised Pork in Shaosing 
Wine, Stir-Fry Rice and end the 


ple Bar still has a lot of other dish- 
es to offer palates looking for an 
adventure. We asked Erik to rec- 
ommend an entire meal for first 


PAN-FRIED Halibut in 


late Cake.” 


BRAISED 
Pork in, 
Shaosing 
Wine 


71 


TUNA, Mango 
and Apple. 
Salad with 
Raspberry 
Vinaigrette 


liso and Coriander with Vegetable Rice 


meal with Heaven Sent Choco- 


When asked to choose only one 
dish from the whole menu that he 


would have to eat everyday, Erik 
did not think twice. “The Braised 
Pork.” This dish was a contradic- 
tion—the flavors were subtle and 


powerful atthe same time, 


Erik has more plans for Temple 
Bar. Theme nights and adding 
more items to the menu are on 


top ofhis lst. 


The prices are considerably 
reasonable. Erik made a point to 
see to that. "Good food, good val- 


ue,” he said with a smile. 


This might be as close to culi- 
nary nirvana as one might get. 

If this is the road to enlighten- 
ment, we'd gladly keep coming 


back. 


Email the author at ppas- 


tor@inquirercom.ph 


Jumping, falling and staring directly at 
us. Kinda creepy, and definitely boring. 
Sure made me want to just close my 
eyes. 


“Come Undone” 

by Robbie Williams 

‘The man has returned, much to the 
delight of many, and the latest offering is 
yet another hit, joining the likes of his 
previous ones “Angel” and "She's The 
One.” The video is vibrant and colorful 
Is a lively visual feast that starts with 
Robbie waking up sandwiched between 
a couple of supermodels. As he walks out. 
of the house that looks like Tim Yap's, 
what follows is a flashback of what hap- 
pened the previous night, which includes. 


ALUSTIATION STEPH BRAVO 


lots of booze consumption, physical con- 
tact and fistfight. 

The vid's highlight is the guest appear- 
ance of creepy crawlies: huge bugs, rats, 
worms and snakes coming out of skirts 
and mouths, Double yuck. 

Other manly music vids on heavy rota- 
tion in music channels: "Somewhere 1 
Belong” by Linkin Park (with the special 
participation of robots and long-legged 
creatures), “Rise And Fall” by Craig 
David (with the special participation of 
Sting), and “Unwell” by Matchbox 20 
(with the special participation of a dog 
and elephant feet). : 


E-mail the author at katotino@ya- 
hoo.com 
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By Amanda Virrey 


Contributor 

T was a festive April Fool's 

Night when Mishka Arellano- 
Adams’ exhibit opened. The 
Penguin Café was transformed into 
an art and music festival. The on- 
going exhibit, “Myopic Glimpses,” 
features 44 artworks. 

"The ceremony began with Mishka's verbal 
demonstration of her work and the lighting of 
incense to signify peace and good luck. There 
was also a poetry reading recited by Mishkz's 
mom, Agnes Arellano-Adams. The poem writ- 
ten by Mishka was for the roadie of Razor- 
back, Bitoy, who died of severe complications 
last month. 

The artist also sang songs like “Cry Me a 
River,” “Fever” and “They All Laughed,” and 
was backed up by the country’s renowned 
musicians. The highlight of the event, howev- 
er, was the eclectic collaboration of musicians 
who made the crowd dance to samba, bossa 
nova, blues and jazz. Among the musicians 
were Billie Bonnevie, Dante Bosch, Jun Clau- 
dio, Nino Hernandez, Arnold Casinto, Sammy 
Asuncion, Louie Talan, Fritz Barth and Deo 
Arellano, 


Myopic photography 

Mishka got the idea of myopic photography 
while she was fiddling with a camera and ze- 
toed in on a tree trunk. Looking through the 
magnified lens, she was amazed by the beau- 
ty of its minute details. From then on, she de- 
cided that she wanted to show everybody 
"what we never had the time to see.” She took 
shots of a wooden banister, window curtain, 
an altar at her house, cooked white rice, 
beach sand, pebbles, and just about anything 
she could see in full zoom. 


Foundation 

Growing up with a family of artists moti- 
vated Mishka to be an artist herself. Her mom, 
‘Agnes Arellano-Adams, is famous for the 
sculpture of “Three Goddesses” and a preg- 
nant figure called, “Haliya Bathing." She also 
has works displayed in Africa and Asia. On the 
other hand, her dad, Michael Adams, used to 
own “Pinaglabanan Gallery” with her mom in 
San Juan, which showcased works by various 
artists. 

At the age of three, she began drawing pic- 
tures of animated characters on papers, walls 
and even floors. The first of which was a pic- 
türe of Mickey Mouse in the garden. She also 
assisted her mom in sculpting dead trees, clay 
casting and painting. They would paint differ- 
ent figures on their Volkswagen Combi Van 
and drive around the country to show their 
work. With that fresh and lively outlook in 
life, Mishka was sent to a boarding school in 
England where she stayed for 8 years. 


Future 

At 18, Mishka still wants to learn more. She 
is honing her painting skills and wants to 
study photography full-time. Just like her 
concept of myopic photography, Mishka feels 
that there's so much more to discover and ex- 
perience in life. 

Mishka's works are exhibited at Penguin 
Café in Malate until today. 


— 
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TOAST TO ART! Budeths Casinto, 
percussionist for Pinikpikan and Spy 


Easter ‘G’ at Bora with BBC 


GENTXT, Studio 23 and BBC 
filled the shores of Boracay is- 
land with sunflowers and “G” 
signs this summer as BBC, or 
Big Ben Collective, composed 
of scene mover, DJ Scrambled 
Edge Pamute, Kara Tolentino 
and Mike Constantino, popu- 
lar for their Novalounge se- 


ries, rocked the scene at Pier 
1. Gina Rene and DJ Mei Lwun 
of Soulstice, San Francisco 
played alternately with DJ 
Daniel Magg from Germany 
and Minus 8 of Switzerland. 
All in all, it was a truly global 
dance feat in the shores of our 
favorite summer déstination. 


MISHKA'S wall of art 


aceted 
young artist 


Mishka’s Poem for Bitoy 

When you left our world to join the sky 
You painted colors in our eyes 

And now stand there in the mountain 
Bruised by wind and rain 

But [still can’t see you here 

Through the midst of our pain 


So here am surrounded by the sky 
The clouds embrace me till cannot see 
Now I feel blind as the cold seeps into my 
skin 
My spirit ignites and Irealize that here you are 
You are everywhere 
Youare the air. 


KARA Tolentino and DJ Mei-Lwun of Soulstice 


na wala sa iba. 


Makikita lamang ang Mystica Logo 
sa tamang pagsusuri, basahin sa baba 


Selyado (sealed) 
Di tulad ng peke 
madaling buksan. 


Pulido ang pagkakaukit — ——— ————————À—— 
Hindi nagbibitak-bitak. 7 
(neatly crated inscription) . ESCORT 


Banayad ang amoy 
(unscented) 
Walang kemikal 
{all organic & natural) 


Perpekto ang hugis 
Buong buo al pulido. malinis walang makikitang bits, 
granules o bula sa mismong sabon nilo. 

(dean, orange, smooth bar with perfectly crafted oval shape) 


1tapat sa Iwenag ang pakete para madaling makita Dahan-dahang lyuko o ingala 
[Fer t pic Logo apes ok Bro Be package a pace n statis ii [re] 


hanggang Banaj a rait ang Mysia Log 

anggang Banap Ha maki o 

(lom ton pa t saa roa co pakea Logo oes pe) 
Ang Mystica Logo ay reflectorized at makintab kung kaya't kumikinang. Ang kulay nito ay hindi lang basta puti, 

ito ay dumedepende sa kulay ng ifaw na tumatama rito, kaya't maaaring magpakita ng ibat-ibang kulay o rainbow rays. 


Maging sigurista, bilhin ang orihinal na Likas" Papaya. 
TE TRINIDA: Pa A TORY, INC. 


Quezon Cuy. Philippines, Tel. No.: (632) 939-7884 » Telefax: (632) 939-0276 
utp: likasherbals.com 


Lies Papaya ay ganang Pnoy. walang imported, alte at si SH, Moray 


Ang Orignal Pricomart, 7Eleven. Rustans, Landmark, Isetann, Ever Gotesco, Robinson's. B-R. Mist, 
Shopulse Wasagara Sperra Shar Sipemariet S3 tire Mar Para Ear an Mat Sperm 


Mae Mah (l imanata 1 Pannan Pangasinan} & other laadina druosiores. supermarkels & department sloros nahon 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


WAY To Go, 


NICE HUSTLE! 
NicE HUSTLE! 


SWEAR, You 
GET FASTER 


(PANT PANT) WHERE'S 
[nv WERE OUT — MY 


PAG SYOT Kb ITONG || WALA NANG MAKITA WACA BANG 


MAS MALUT 
QTR? 


VERY EARLY 


TO READ 
goo Y LAN GU; 


BABY BLUES. 


BABIES LEARN 


aN 


ON FOR INSTANCE, 
T ALWANS KNOW, 
WHEN MOM IS 


UPSET WITH ME 


AGE 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


(aen S ween Gone 

TOBE ANE To PUN 
[o N ME 

BACK YARD WITA MET, 


[FEST SHE LEN TD ST 
0P, HEN SHEL LN D 
Cosa, AEN SACL LEARN 
TOSTAND, THEN Sheu 
LEARN TO WALIE- 


NOTHNT STAR) | 
( FONNING, 


THE KIDS WERE So 
HAPPY To GET ME 
THAT SUNDAY 
MORNING. BUT. 


X 
“PETER” 


SOON I WAS FOR- 
GOTTEN IN A CAGE 
IN THE BACKYARD 
AND THEN I WAS. 
TOSSED OUT ONTO 
A SMALL DIRT FIELD. 


Fer siete Gi Toon ne Ev PAL 


THE CHOCOLATE 
BUNNY LASTED 
LONGER. 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


wegou, T HAVE 


A Question. 


WELL, YES! ASKING THINK OF ALL THE 
. |Qvesrious is THe SACK] PRUNe-eRAINED 
Fa Hte a eae] Peopte iN THe 

SHRINK to the Size oF 


WHO AM I SUP- 
Posen To THINK 
Agout? 


People 
WHO Look 
Like RAISINS, 


DIVINE COMEDY 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


PR RE 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: 


fou are a practical realist who is interested in world events and history. People value your opinions 


and respect you. Your wit and humor help you make you point with syle and emphasis You are always honest and 


forthrig 


ARIES (March 21 to April 
19): Today's New Moon is 
the perfect time to think 
about your possessions 
and what you own. The 
estion Is: Do you own them, or do 


they own you? 
‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): The New Moon. 
is the perfect time to 
make monthly resolu- 
tions. Think how you can 
improve your closest re- 
lationships. (You must be as good for 
your partner as he or she is for you.) 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): Make a tiny resolve. 
to Set aside 10 minutes a 
day to contemplate your 
life, You're so 
busy— you're always talking about 
the past or planning for the future. 


But where is "now? 
fite? Your friends are im- 


portant because they in- 


fluence the choices and decisions you 
make. 


CANCER (June 21 to July 
22]: Are you happy with 
the friends you have in 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Police alerts: 


abbr. 
5 Tip over 


10 Piercing tools 
34 Bit of a folc 


15 Curent craze 


16 Beat t 
17 Brains 


19 Snake's 
warning 


20 M. Zola 


21 Spinter group 
22 Director 


Premingor 
23 Rehsh-iray ilem 


25 Employ again 
27 Chidike 


person 
29 Esoritolres 


32 Option for 


Hamiet 
35 "The Piano" co- 


star 
39 Opp. of syn. 


40 Night hooter 


41 Direct route 

42 August gn 

43 O.. tal tiers 

44 Conlused 

45 Honk 

48 De la Hoya ol 
boxing 

48 Slugger 
Sammy 

$0 Joshed 

54 Sing lie a bid 

58 Pokes 

60 Small Great 
Lake 

82 Opera songs 

53 Israet arine 

84 Bring lunch to 
work 

68 French she 

67 Dnve in Beverly 
Hils 

68 No longer here 

69 Clique 
members 

70 Brght-eyed 

f Summers in 
Provence 


By Norma Steinberg 
Son Francisco, CA 


4 New York Ciy 
profile 

5 Ms. Thurman 

6 Butter servings 

7 Come int 

8 Female relative 

Luke and Han's 
adversary 

10 Oll the boat 

11 Clearance 
event 

12 Missing 

13 Far 

18 Stoop plateau 

24 Went on an 
extended walk 

26 Unoccupied 

28 Nourish 

30 Leg ont 

31 Qui 

32 Busy person's 
ist 

33 Possesses 

34 Vote to exclude 

36 Under he 
weather 

37 Cravais 

38 Provide with a 
source ol 


DOWN 
3 Wter Horatio 
2 Cievoland 


45 Onslaught 
47 Theater paths 


56 Franke or Ciso 

57 Sen. Kelauver 

49 Scandinavian 58 Rugged venicle 
auo 59 bove 

51 Across Winger 6! Wasnstand 

52 Fest namo in poner 

. Srastbucking 65+ 


it. You enjoy your creature comforts. Work hard this year for a payoff next year. 
Birthdate of: Scott Carpenter, astronaut; Judy Collins, singer; Dann Florek, actor. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

22): How can you im- 
rove your relations with 

parents and VIPs? Don't 


try to prove anything. In- 


stead, cultivate the skilful means to 
get things done through other people. 
€ ) world by making a com- 
mitment to yourself to 


learn something new. it can be any 
subject—but explore your world by 
Gathering new information. — . 
e Gin and end with respect 
1o taking care of some- 


‘one or something. You need to know 


where you stand. 
from your closest rela- 


tionships with others. 


Consider partners and close friends 
to bea mirror where your actions are 
Tellected in their eyes. 


® 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22): Recognize your 
need to expand your 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22: Be clear about where 
your responsibilities be- 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You can leama 
lot about yourself now 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Think about 
how you can make your 
life more efficient. Make 
an extra effort to get bet- 
ter organized so that you have more 
spare time for yoursel! 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
Jan. 19): All work and no 
play makes for a dull ite. 
‘Think about playful activ- 
ities and amusing diver- 
sions that please you. In- 

dulge yourself and others. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 2610 
Feb. 18): Today's New 
Moon is the perfect op- 
portunity to fink about 
jow you can improve 
your relationships with family mem- 
bers. Similarly. make things at home 
Tun more smoothly. 
ly. It's important to 


ave people in our lives 


with whom we have history.) 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 

March 20): Make an ef- 

fort to get in contact with 

people you have not seen 
itel 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


TS CALLED 
[WEN OR GAME 
BECAUSE YOU 


MIKROKOSMOS 
ALAM Mo KUNG 
PAANO BAWASAN 
ANG POLUSYON 
SA MAYNILA? 


LUTONG BAHAY! 
SA PAGPAPADELIVER 
KASI, ANGPAMING 
STYRPOR AT 
PLASTIK ANG NA, 
GAGAMIT! 


MAY POLUSYON DIN. 
PAG LUTONG BAHAY 


EIT 


YOUR cempranien| 
ASHT DEEN ABLE 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


FUKUGENTO TUA SANA | 
PANGYAYARI SA KARIAN! 
INUROG, NGUNT 


TSKITEXT NANE 
TEXT NANGTEXT! 
ALA NANG PANA- 
HEN SAKIN. $ 
NA 


£F ero pui ma 


YANG TINE -TEXT 
] 


| KITA, IINTINDIHIN. 
KA. SGUR M- 
PORTANTE Naman 


TEK Te AION NEA GA | 
KASABIHAN” MASAKIT! 
Abi KATOTCH MIA? 


71 


; 


E 


De NIRO, ANS 
Pius NAWS 
NG PANINDA “Mo, 
p” BAT?! 


K Mi ArKO DIN, A 2 
hey io DANG 
IO UTAT. 
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The virus that | 
rocked the world 


IHE WORLD was hounded by two crises last month which 

both divided and united the nations of the world: the first 

being the war in Iraq that saw the clashing of views of 
heads of states, and the second one was the outbreak of Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome. Both claimed hundreds of lives. 


Although the war in 
Iraq ended after a few 
weeks, the battle to at 
least contain SARS is 
keeping health officials 
on their feet. SARS was 
earlier known as atypical 
pneumonia. The last time 
a flu epidemic wiped out 
millions of people world- 
wide was in 1918. 

But advance technol- 
ogy and the governments" 
cooperation hopefully 
will stop the chain reac- 
tion-like spread of SARS. 

The Philippine govern- 
ment was jolted by the 
first case of SARS with 
the death of nursing aide 
from Canada, Adela 
Catalon, and her father, 
Mauricio, this month. 
And on Monday, 
Malacaüang described 
the situation of SARS as a 
national emergency. The 
Philippines is the ninth 
country in the world clas- 
sified as “SARS-infected” 
with three reported con- 
firmed cases as of this 
writing. The suspected 
case in Samar that 
brought the country’s 
case to four was later 
found negative. 

As of April 28, the 
World Health Organiza- 
tion listed 5,014 
suspected SARS cases, 
and a confirmed death 
toll of 330 worldwide. 

Is there a cause for 
panic, or even paranoia? 
SARS is spreading at a 
lightning pace. It can put 
down even the healthiest 
of adults. The WHO 
website reported that 
most patients identified 
have been previously 
healthy adults aged 25- 
70 years old. But the 
most alarming was the 
fact that experts had little 
knowledge about the dis- 
ease, until weeks ago. 

The pressing need to 
identify the virus that 
causes SARS had put a 
team of Canadian scien- 
tists to work, In a matter 
of seven weeks, SARS 
was named and the virus 
that causes it is believed 
to belong to the family of 
coronavirus 
Coronaviruses are the 
second most common 
cause of colds and are 


D 


known to survive in the en- 
vironment for up to three 
hours. 

Symptoms 

Symptoms of SARS in- 
clude fever greater than 
38°C, dry cough, shortness 
of breath, headache, or 
sometimes muscular stiff- 
ness, loss of appetite, 
malaise, confusion, 


are considered common 
signs of flu, but at the rate 
the death toll is going, even 
a simple cough can be a 
cause for alarm, or could 
even draw nervous stares 
from people. 

Quarantine of suspected 
SARS-infected people, or 
those who have close con- 
tacts with them, is the best 
option health officials can 
give the public so far. Trav- 
elers who arrive from 
SARS-infected countries or 
provinces are required to 
undergo voluntary quaran- 
tine of up to 10 days. 

It is believed that the virus 
spreads easily through close 
contact with an infected 
person or is transmitted 
through objects contami- 
nated by SARS. The 
duration between exposure 
and emerging of symptoms 
is estimated from two to 
seven days. 

Health workers 
facemasks and protective 
gear when caring for sus- 
pected SARS cases. 

In an attempt to curb the 
spread of the virus doctors 
resorted to using anti-body 
tests, molecular tests and 
cell culture to identify the 
coronavirus in blood 
samples of suspected cases. 
This method, however, 
Have been found to be inef- 
ficient. To determine if a 
victim is producing anti- 
bodies to fight SARS 
through blood tests, it will 
take at least two to three 
weeks. 

So far, there is still no 
known cure for the disease. 
All the health officials have 
are preventive measures. It 
was earlier reported that it 
would take 10-15 years be- 
fore a vaccine can be 
developed against SARS, 
but on Monday a US health 
official said it is only a year 
away. Compiled by Marlet 
D. Salazar 


rash | 
and diarrhea. Before, these | 


wear E 


| qase adea pac d Be hu 


ase URP BER eU naa DRAENEI, 
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“the best prevention 
of SARS is to regularly 
wash your hands” 

Malik Peiris 
Chief of Virology 


Department of Microbiology 
University of Hong Kong 
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for your health from 
Dial Antibacterial Products. 
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Where to go in case of SARS infection 


ALTHOUGH the government has designated the Research Institute 
for Tropical Medicine (RITM) and San Lazaro Hospital to handle. 
suspected SARS cases, belowis a list obtained from the Department 
of Health website, of medical centers and regional hospitals people 
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can go to in the event of infection of SARS. 


Metro Manilae 

San Lazaro HospitalSan Lazaro 
Compound, Sta. Cruz; Manila732- 
3776 to 78; 732-3106711-6966; 
711-6979 fax Research Institute 
for Tropical MedicineAlabang 
Muntinlupa City809-7599; 807- 
2636; 842-2828807-2634; 807- 
2628 to 32; 842-2246 

Region le 

locos Regional Training CenterSan 
Fernando, La Union(072) 888-5864 


Mariano Marcos Memorial Hosp., 


and Medical CenterBatac, llocos 
Norte(077) 792-3133 

Region Ile 

Veterans Regional 
HospitalBayombong, ^ Nueva 
Vizcayal078) 321-2090 Cagayan 
Valley Medical CenterTuguegarao, 
Cagayan(078) 844-1410 

Region Ille 

Jose B. Lingad Memorial General 
HospitalSan Fernando, 
Pampanga(045) 961-3921 Dr. 
Paulino Garcia Memorial Research 
and Medical CenterCabanatuan 
City, Nueva Ecija(044) 463-8286 

Region IV 

Batangas Regional 
HospitalBatangas City, Batangas 

Region Ve 

Bicol Regional Training and 
Teaching HospitalLegaspi City, 
Albay Bicol Medical CenterNaga 
City, Camarines Sur 

Region Vle 

Western Visayas Regional 
HospitalBacolod City, Negros 
Occidental(034) 433-1591 Western 
Visayas Medical CenterMandurriao, 
lloilo City, Iloilo 

Region Vile 

Gov. Celestino Gallares Memorial 
HospitalTagbilaran City, Bohol(038) 


411-4831 Vicente Sotto 
Memorial Medical CenterCebu 
City, Cebu(032) 253-9891 
Region VIII 

Eastern Visayas Regional Medical 


- CenterTacloban City, Leyte del 


Norte 5 

Region IXe 

Dr. Jose Rizal Memorial 
HospitalDapitan City, 
Zamboanga del Norte e 
Margosatubig Regional 


_HospitalMargosatubig, 


Zamboanga del Sur Zamboanga 
City Medical CenterZamboanga 
City, Zamboanga del Sur 
Region Xe 

Mayor Hilarion Ramiro Sr. 
Regional Training and Teaching 
HospitalOzamis City, Misamis 
Occidental(088) 521-0022 
Northern Mindanao Medical 
CenterCagayan de Oro City, 
Misamis Oriental(088) 728829 
Region Xle 

Davao Regional HospitalTagum 
City, Davao del Norte Davao 
Medical CenterBajada, Davao 
City(082) 227-2731 Region XII 
Cotabato Regional and Medical 
CenterCotabato City, North 
Cotabato 

CARe 

Luis Hora Memorial Regional 
HospitalAbatan, Bauko, Mt. 
Province Baguio General Hospital 
and Medical CenterBaguio City 
ARMMAmai Pakpak Medical 
CenterMarawi City, Lanao del Sur 
CARAGAe 

Caraga Regional HospitalSurigao 
City, Surigao del Norte(086) 826- 
2459 Adela Serra Ty Memorial 
Medical CenterTandag, Surigao 
del Sur(086) 211-3700 


ERES EE] A call Seg) 
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What Is Pneumonia? 
Pneumonia is a disease that occurs when 
the lungs get inflamed, usvally due to 
infection. Its a more common problem 
an most people think. Usually it's a mild 
disease, but some forms are very dangerous 
and require a consultation with a doctor. 
An example is the Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome or SARS, whose 
cause and cure have yet to be discovered 
About 30 different kinds of germs infect 
the lungs and cause pneumonia. Infected 
Tungs leak fluids and shed dead cells. This 
material clogs up air sacs and makes it 
hard for the lungs to do their job of getting 
oxygen into the blood. Without enough 
‘oxygen, none of the cells in your body 
work as they should. 
Pneumonia can affect just one section of 
the lung or many 


When both lungs are 


double pneumonia. 


But it may take a month 


lung or lungs to clear. 

up. Thus, when recovering from 
pneumonia, even healthy people may feel 
tired or weak. 


Causes 

Viruses cause about half of all cases of 
pneumonia, Bacteria are the most common 
cause of pneumonia in adults over the age 
of 30. Fungi can also cause pneumonia. 
Many of these germs are all around us. 
They usually can't get past a healthy 
person's natural delenses. That's why 
pneumonia is most common in elderly 
people, in cigarette smokers, in alcohol 
and in people suffering from other disea: 
Such as the flu. 


Symptoms 

* Viral pneumonia usually comes with 
a combination of low fever and chills, 
muscle aches, fatigue, enlarged lymph 
nodes in the neck, chest pain, sore 
throat, and coughing. The cough 
generally brings up only a small 
amount of mucus, 
Bacterial pneumonia usually comes 
with a combination of high fever, 
cough with thick greenish or rust- 
colored mucus, shortness of breath, 
rapid breathing, sharp chest pain that 

ih 


ind severe fatigue. Ther 
profuse sweating and mental 
confusion. 


Pneumonia generally pneumonia should 
lasts about two weeks. always be managed there is an infection. It 


BIOGESIC 
WATCH 


FEVER MANAGEMENT IN 
THE TIME OF PNEUMONIA 


* In children, labored and rapid 

breathing (more than 45 breaths a 
minute); sudden onset of fever; cougl 
wheezing: and bluish skin, lips, or 
fingertips are general signs of 
pneumonia. 
‘Mycoplasma pneumonia is often very 
benign and resolves without any 
treatment. Symptoms can consist of 
violent attacks of coughing that bring 
up only a small amount of mucus. 
There are chills and fever: some 
people get nausea or vomiting. Some 
patients become very weak for up to 
a month. 


Fever as a symptom and why it should 
be managed at the onset 


Fever is a common 


Sections of the lung. *Feyer as a symptom among the 


kinds of pneumoni 


affected, it's called symptom of That’s because fever is. 


by itself, the body's 
warning signal that 


is very important that 


or more for the infected at the onset” fever not be ignored so 


that a disease, whether 
pneumonia or not, can be detected and 
further complications be avoided. In the 
case of pneumonia, the best thing to d. 

to manage your fever at the first sign. 


Managing Fever at the Onset 
Whether it's mild or high, you should take 
Paracetamol like Biogesic to help alleviate 
your suffering from fever. Drink plenty of 
fluids and avoid physical and mental stress. 
Tt is also advisable to dress in light clothing 
so that you feel comfortable and your 

lize. After managing 


When to consult a doctor 

+ Your symptoms indicate you have any 
form of pneumonia. In many 
instances, you need immediate 
treatment to recover and avoid 
complications. 
Your sharp chest pain does not get 
better with preseribed treatment; you 
have increased shortness 
your fingern: 
becomes dark or develop a bluish 
tinge after diagnosis. Your lungs are 
not getting enough oxygen and you 
need medical assistance. 
You cough up blood; you may need 
additional treatment for a worsening 
infection. 


|PARACETAMOL, 
BIOGESIC 


Db 
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Oplan: Bantay Kalusugan spreading faster than SARS 


WITH the onslaught of SARS in various | THEOPLAN 
Asian countries, the cliché “prevention is * et 
better than the cure” has never been emend 
more real to us Filipinos. The SARS death porcine 
toll worldwide has caused great fear morning 
among Filipinos. t setup 

This Es is known to spread ? Lead 
through the transfer of respiratory liquids. ` ciet 
A common cough and cold cannot be i pa 
taken lightly anymore, And everywhere Locations 
LIP EEUU TD 
virus. From the handrail of a public ve- " T E 
hicle, to the elevator, the doorknobs may 
not be as innocent as it looks. 

You are not even sure of the diseases 
you might be bringing home to your chil- 
dren and other family members. 

Members of the private sector have re- [| THEOPLANBantay 
sponded to the threat. And Green Cross Kalusugan Boys pose for 
Inc. has been most active in protecting E a pleture together with 
the health of Filipinos. 7 thevolunteerdoctors 

On April 21, Green Cross Inc. launched j and nurses before the 
its Oplan: Bantay Kalusugan Handog ng Ayeungboyhavinghimsel chekced in Malanday, D f start ofthe Oplan Clinio 
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ST fits 
ne Ud aloes 
QC ViceMayor Herbert Bautista allows himself to be 
chechedas well. 


Green Cross at the Quezon City Hall and 
in Marikina Sports Complex simulta- 
neously. The event is a caravan of two 
mobile clinics that would conduct medi- 
cal missions all over Luzon for five 
months. Each mobile clinic will visit dif- 
ferent municipalities daily and give free 
medical checkups, free medicines, free 
vitamins and a lot of free Green Cross al- 
cohol. 

The Oplan Bantay Kalusugan team 
consists of doctors, nurses and the very 
distinct Green Cross boys who are there 
to assist the medical team. 

To some extent, Oplan Bantay 
Kalusugan is a welcome effort as it 
spreads throughout Luzon, with the hope 
of spreading faster than the dreaded 
SARS. 

Watch out for the Green Cross mobile 
clinics in your area: 

May: 

Matnog, Irosin, Juban, Casiguran, 
Sorsogon, Guinobatan, Camalig, Daraga, 
Legaspi, Oas, Ligao, Polangui, Bato, Iriga, 
Nabua, Baao, Pili, Naga, San Fernando, 
Libmanan, Laoag, Badoc, Batac, San 
Nicolas, Sinait, Cabugao, San Juan, 
Magsingal, Vigan, Sto. Domingo, Bantay, 
Santa, Narvacan, Sta. Maria, Santiago, 
Candon, Sta. Lucia, Sta. Cruz, Tagudin. 


a "May iba pang paraan 
Del Gallego, Ragay, Lupi, Sipocot, TU TT v 

Daet, Labo, Calauag, Lopez, Gumaca, 4 

oU EA “para maiwasan ang SARS 

Tayabas, Sarinaya, Candelaria, Tiaong, |. Pr . 

San Pablo City, Alaminos, Pagsanjan, E 

Sta. Cruz, Pila, Bangar, Balaoan, 3 

Bacnotan, San Juan, Bauang, San Y 

Fernando, Aringay, Agoo, Sto. Tomas, 

Rosario, Baguio, San Fabian, Mangaldan, 

Calasiao, Lingayen, Dagupan, Alaminos, 

San Carlos, Sison, Pozorrubio, Manaoag, 

Laoac. 


July: 

Calauan, Los Banos, Calamba, 
Cabuyao, Sta. Rosa, Binan, San Pedro, 
Carmona, Gen. Alvarez, Trece Martires, 
Dasmarinas, Imus, Bacoor, Cavite, Kawit, 
Noveleta, Rosario, Tanza, Gen. Trias, 
Silang, Tagaytay, Nasugbu, Lian, 
Calatagan, Binalonan, Urdaneta, Villasis, 
Moncada, Paniqui, Gerona, Capas, 
Concepcion, Tarlac, Tuguegarao, San 
Pablo, Cabagan, Tamauini, Ilagan, 
Naguilian, Cauayan, Alicia, Echague, 
Santiago, Cordon, Diadi, Solano. 


Tuy, Balayan, Calaca, Lemery, Taal, 

Bauan, Batangas City, San Juan, Rosario, 

Ibaan, San Jose, Tanauan, Talisay, Sto. Mag Green Cross 

e RSE ee eae para mapanatiling malinis ang inyong mga 

'aytay, Angono, Antipolo, Binangonan, i 9 
‘Teresa, Morong, Tanauan, Bayombong, kamay. It kills 99.9% of germs na 
Bambang, Aritao, Sta. Fe, Munoz, maaaring magdulot ng sakit 
Talavera, Cabanatuan, Gapan, Sta. Rosa, 

Zaragoza, La Paz, Bamban, Sta. Cruz, 

Candelaria, Masinloc, Palauig, Iba, 
Botolan, Cabangon, San Felipe, San Mag Greenex 
Narciso, San Marcelino, Castillejos. para laging malinis ang kusina at banyo. 
B Siguradong patay ang germs kaya ligtas 
Obando, Meycauayan, Marilao, Bocaue, ang buong pamilya sa sakit. 
SJDM, Sta. Maria, Norzagaray, Angat, San 
Rafael, San Ildefonso, San Miguel, Baliuag, 
Pulilan, Plaridel, Guiguinto, Malolos, - 
ie een Hagonoy, Cn poulit, 5 5 Mag Zonrox 

imon, San Luis, Candaba, Arayat, i isi 

Magalang, Sebic. Olongapo. Moroni. Ayon sa DOH, mabisang pang disinfect 
Bagac, Mariveles, Uu Orion, Pilar, : i ang Bead Kaya sa ZONK magiging 
Balanga, Abucay, Samal, Orani, Hermosa, -free i amit pati 
Dinalupihan, Labao, Guagua, Sta. Rita, ger E pang pati 
Bacolor, San Fernando, Mexico, Sta. Ana, uong bahay. 
Mabalacat, Angeles City, E 
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Alternative medicine 
to fight SARS | 


cine: Developed 200 years ago and si 
worldwide; it is believed to be the ideal medicine 
for the 21* century for the following reasons: 

*-It is an approach that uses medicines that 
stimulate the body's immune and defense system 
to initiate the healing process. 

* It is widely recognized to be safe: 

* It is believed to be potentially effective in treat- 
ing thé new types of diseases manifesting in the 
new millennium like diseases of the immune sys- 
tem not just AIDS, bacterial infections becoming 
resistant to commonly used antibiotice, viral condi- 
tions incurable with conventional therapies, 
allergies to food, to common substances and to 
new chemicals, chronic disability afflicting people 
at younger ages, and increase in mental disease. 

jena Abad Lagdameo, whose family pioneered 


Alcogel versus severe: germs and bacteria 


ir YOU haven't picked up the Alcogel habit by now, 
you better do soon. With germs all around us, it would 
take more than a quick washing with soap and water to 
protect us. 

Exclusively manufactured by Scentral Laboratories 
for Bench, the country’s leading apparel and lifestyle 
brand, Alcogel is an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 
kills germs and bacteria more effectively than your ev- 
eryday soap. 1 

Just apply a small amount on your hands, then rub 
lightly until your skin absorbs the formulation and 


J voila, you're ready to reach out and touch somebody. 


With Alcogel, your hands are kept 99.9 percent 
germ-free. It contains ethyl alcohol, a highly effective 


T anti-microbial agent that provides broad-spectrum 
T. anti-microbial activity against bacteria, including anti- 
T. biotic-resistant organisms. Also, the formulation 


includes isopropyl alcohol and benzalkonium chloride, 
which are known to be good and reliable disinfectants 
for that all-around germ-killing-action, 


the práctice of homeopathy in the Philippines since 
the turn of the century, will run a 20-hour course on 
“Homeopathy: Alternative Medicine for the 21* Cen- 
tury—practicing it in the Philippines" starting 
Saturday, May 24 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the train- 
ing room, Taguig Eastpoint Business Center, East 
Road after the Fort Bonifacio entrance in 
Succeeding meetings are May 31, June 7 and 
June 14 (same time). A certificate of attendance 
will be awarded each participant. Materia 
Medica and Repertory, homeopathic books, tis- 
sue salts and homeopathic remedies will be made 
available for participants. For brochure detailing 
course content and other information, please call 
Melanie Talag, course coordinator and director 
Age of Aquarius Center for Holistic Healing at tel. 
No. 726-2338. 


studies have shown: that alcohol-based hand sanitizers } 
that contain moisturizers cause less irritation and dry- 

ness than soap and water washing. While it's true that’ 
in its pure state alcohol is drying, this drying effect is | 
caused by the loss of natural oils when alcohol is wiped 

off the skin's surface. Since instant hand sanitizers are’ 
not wiped off, the skin oils are not removed. What's j 
more, Alcogel is dermatologically tested to be mild and į 
gentle on the skin. 

Variants available include Classic Acogel (P19/50 
ml; P29/100 ml), which leaves a fresh clean scent j 
without drying the skin; Alcogel with Vitamin E (P28/4 
50 ml; P45/100 ml) that prevents skin cell damage? 
‘working from within; and Alcogel with Aloe (P24/50 | 
ml; P39/ 100 ml), which conditions and cleanses the 3 
skin and leaves it soft, smooth and clean-smelling. 

What's more, Alcogel is of export quality, having met 2 
the standards set by the international healthcare com- 4 
munity. Alcogel is now available in Hong Kong and 
guam and soon in Singapore and China. 

A perfect complementary to Alcogel is the Alcogel 
Cleanwipes. An anti-bacterial wet tissue, it offers quick | 

1 


relief from dirt and grime anytime, anywhere. As it: 
name suggests, you only have to wipe it onto your. 
hands or whatever body part you wish to be rid of dust; 
and you're all fresh and cleaned up in a second, 


What's important is building the body's 
inner resistance against infectious diseases. 
Kaya may PCO-Plus . It has Proanthocya- 
nadin Oligomer, a grape seed extract na 
kilala for enhancing the body's immune 
system. Take it twice daily to complete 
your anti-SARS regimen. 


Halos wala palang silbi ang facial mask 
kontra SARS kung sadyang mahina 
ang resistensiya ng katawan sa sakit. 
Kung ikaw ay sipunin at kapitin ng 
ubo at flu, kandidato ka pa rin sa“ 
SARS. Kasi, hindi lang sa hininga 
maaaring mahawa. 


Una sa lahat: X [PROXTHOCIANADIN OLIGOMER 


"COJLUS 


Kailalle ot MI mercury drug ond koding drogsiores nationwide 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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HOMEOPATHY is the original alternative medi- 
cine. Developed 200 years ago and still in use 
worldwide; it is believed to be the ideal medicine 
for the 21* century for the following reasons: 

* It is an approach that uses medicines that 
stimulate the body's immune and defense system 
t itiate the healing process. 

t is widely recognized to be safe. 

* It is believed to be potentially effective in treat- 
ing thé new types of diseases manifesting in the 
new millennium like diseases of the immune sys- 
tem not just AIDS, bacterial infections becoming 
resistant to commonly used antibiotice, viral condi- 
tions incurable with conventional therapies, 
allergies to food, to common substances and to 
new chemicals, chronic disability afflicting people 
at younger ages, and increase in mental disease. 

Nena Abad Lagdameo, whose family pioneered 


IF YOU haven't picked up the Alcogel habit by now, 
you better do soon. With germs all around us, it would 
take more than a quick washing with soap and water to 
protect us. 

Exclusively manufactured by Scentral Laboratories 
for Bench, the country’s leading apparel and lifestyle 
brand, Alcogel is an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 
kills germs and bacteria more effectively than your ev- 
eryday soap. 

Just apply a small amount on your hands, then rub 
lightly until your skin absorbs the formulation and 
voila, you're ready to reach out and touch somebody. 

With Alcogel, your hands are kept 99.9 percent 
germ-free. It contains ethyl alcohol, a highly effective 
anti-microbial agent that provides broad-spectrum 
anti-microbial activity against bacteria, including anti- 
biotic-resistant organisms. Also, the formulation 
includes isopropyl alcohol and benzalkonium chloride, 
which are known to be good and reliable disinfectants 
for that all-around germ-killing action. —. 

Formulated with moisturizers, Alcogel increases skin 
£ dehydration unlike pain alcohol and leaves no sticky or 
F tacky residue. It has a clean citrus fragrance... 2 

Despite its alcohol content, Alcogel does icf dry out 
the skin. It is formulated with emollients to help condi- 
tion the skin and reduce dryness and irritation; In fact, 


Halos wala palang silbi ang facial mask 
kontra SARS kung sadyang mahina 

ang resistensiya ng katawan sa sakit. 

Kung ikaw ay sipunin at kapitin ng 
ubo at flu, kandidato ka pa rin sa 
SARS. Kasi, hindi lang sa hininga 


maaaring mahawa. you 


FOR WORE INFORVATION, CALL: 
727-3948 @ 727-3788 


Available ot £] mercury drug and lending dregsiores nationwide 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


What's important is building the body's 
inner resistance against infectious diseases. 
Kaya may PCO-Plus . It has Proanthocya- 
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ative medicine 


the practice of homeopathy in the Philippines since 
the turn of the century, will run a 20-hour course on 
“Homeopathy: Alternative Medicine for the 21 ' Cen- 
tury—practicing it in the Philippines” starting 
Saturday, May 24 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the train- 
ing room, Taguig Eastpoint Business Center, East 
Service Road after the Fort Bonifacio entrance in 
Taguig. 

Succeeding meetings are May 31, June 7 and 
June 14 (same time). A certificate of attendance 
will be awarded each participant. Materia 
Medica and Repertory, homeopathic books, tis- 
sue salts and homeopathic remedies will be made 
available for participants. For brochure detailing 
course content and other information, please call 
Melanie Talag, course coordinator and director 
Age of Aquarius Center for Holistic Healing at tel. 
No. 726-2338. 


Alcogel versus severe germs and bacteria 


studies have shown that alcohol-based hand sanitizers 
that contain moisturizers cause less irritation and dry- 
ness than soap and water washing. While it's true thar 
in its pure state alcohol is drying, this drying effect is 
caused by the loss of natural oils when alcohol is wiped 
off the skin's surface. Since instant hand sanitizers are 
not wiped off, the skin oils are not removed. What's 
more, Alcogel is dermatologically tested to be mild and 
gentle on the skin. 

Variants available include Classic Acogel (P19/50 
ml; P29/100 ml), which leaves a fresh clean scent 
without drying the skin; Alcogel with Vitamin E (P28/ 
50 ml; P45/100 ml) that prevents skin cell damage 
working from within; and Alcogel with Aloe (P24/50 
ml; P39/ 100 mi), which conditions and cleanses the 
skin and leaves it soft, smooth and clean-smelling. 

What's more, Alcogel is of export quality, having met 
the standards set by the international healthcare com- 
munity. Alcogel is now available in Hong Kong and 
guam and soon in Singapore and China. 

A perfect complementary to Alcogel is the Alcogel 
Cleanwipes. An anti-bacterial wet tissue, it offers quick 
relief from dirt and grime anytime, anywhere. As it 
name suggests, you only have to wipe it onto your 
hands or whatever body part you wish to be rid of dust, 
and you're all fresh and cleaned up in a second. 


nadin Oligomer, a grape seed extract na 
kilala for enhancing the body's immune 


system. Take it twice daily to complete 


r anti-SARS regimen. 
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SINCE mid-February, the World 
Health Organization has been actively 
working to confirm reports of out- 
breaks of a severe form of pneumonia 
in Vietnam, Hong Kong, China, and 
Guangdong province in China. 

In Vietnam the outbreak began with 
a single initial case who was hospital- 
ized for treatment of severe, acute 
respiratory syndrome of unknown ori- 
gin, He felt unwell during his journey 
and fell ill shortly after arrival in 
Hanoi from Shanghai and Hong Kong. 
Following his admission to the hospi- 
tal, approximately 20 hospital staff 
became sick with similar symptoms. 

The signs and symptoms of the dis- 
ease in Hanoi include initial flu-like 
illness (rapid onset of high fever fol- 
lowed by muscle aches, headache and 
sore throat), These are the most com- 
mon symptoms. Early laboratory 
findings may include thrombocytope- 
nia (low platelet count) and 
leucopenia (low white blood cell 
count). In some, but not all cases, this 
is followed by bilateral pneumonia, in 
some cases progressing to acute respi- 
ratory distress requiring assisted 
breathing on a respirator. Some pa- 
tients are recovering but some 
patients remain critically ill. 

The Department of Health Hong 
Kong had reported on an outbreak of 
respiratory illness in one of its public 
hospitals. On March 11, 50 health 
care workers had been screened and 
23 of them were found to have febrile 
illness. They were admitted to the 
hospital for observation as a precau- 
tionary measure. In this group, eight 
had developed early chest x-ray signs 
of pneumonia. Their conditions are 
stable. Three other health care work- 
ers self-presented to hos 
febrile illness and two of them have 
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chest x-ray signs of pneumonia. 

Investigation by Hong Kong public 
health authorities is ongoing. The 
Hospital Authority has increased in- 
fection control measures to prevent 
the spread of the disease in the hospi- 
tal. So far, no link has been found 
between these cases and the outbreak 
in Hanoi. 

In mid February, the Government of 
China reported that 305 cases of atypical 
pneumonia, with five deaths, had oc- 
curred in Guangdong province. In two 
cases that died, chlamydia infection was 
found. Further investigations of the cause 
of the outbreak is ongoing. Overall the 
outbreaks in Hanoi and Hong Kong ap- 
pear to be confined to the hospital 
environment. Those at highest risk ap- 
pear to be staff caring for the patients. 

No link has so far been made be- 
tween these outbreaks of acute 
respiratory illness in Hanoi and Hong 
Kong and the outbreak of ‘bird flu,‘ 
A(HSN1) in Hong Kong reported on 
Feb. 19. Further investigations con- 
tinue and laboratory tests on 
specimens from Vietnam and Hong 
Kong are being studied by WHO col- 
laborating centers in Japan and the 
United States. 

Until more is known about the cause of 
these outbreaks, WHO recommends pa- 
tients with atypical pneumonia who 
may be related to these outbreaks be iso- 
lated with barrier nursing techniques. At 
the same time, WHO recommends that 
any suspect cases be reported to national 
health authorities. 

WHO is in close contact with relevant 
national authorities and has also offered 
epidemiological, laboratory and clinical 
support. WHO is working with national 
authorities to ensure appropriate investi- 
gation, reporting and containment of 
these outbreaks. 


WHO sets safety 
guidelines for handling 
SARS specimens 


THE FOLLOWING biosafety guidelines have been pre- 
pared by WHO for handling clinical specimens 
associated with SARS. 

SARS specimens should be handled according to ap- 
propriate biosafety practices in order to avoid 
laboratory-related infections and spread of disease to 
close contacts. As the primary route of infection is 
thought to be via droplets, extreme caution must be 
exercised to eliminate the unguarded production of 
aerosols. Detailed information about containment fa- 
cilities and biosafety practices recommended in this 
document may be found in the WHO Laboratory 
Biosafety Manual, 2nd revised edition, available from 
the WHO web site. According to the latest findings, the 
etiologic agent responsible for the syndrome is a previ- 
ously unknown coronavirus, currently called SARS 


coronavirus, or SARS-CoV. Accordingly, all laboratory 
work practices should be appropriate for work with 
viral agents, with particular emphasis on potential 
spread by droplets, air, and/or contaminated surfaces 
and objects. No procedure should be undertaken in 
which there is any doubt about the ability to ad- 
equately contain the specimen and prevent the 
uncontrolled release of the virus. 

The following activities may be performed in 
biosafety level 2 (BSL-2) facilities with appropriate 
BSL-2 work practices: 

* Routine diagnostic testing of serum and blood 
samples 

* Manipulations involving known inactivated (ly- 
sed, fixed or otherwise treated) virus particles and/or 

wHons 


A SARS patient receives treatment behind double layer glass 
windows and strict quarantine measures at the Beijing Ditan 
Hospital in Beijing, China, Sunday, April 13, 2003. On April 20, 
China reported a jump in SARS deaths and a nearly tenfold 
increase in cases in Beijing as officials canceled the weeklong May 
Day vacation, trying to stop tens of millions of Chinese from 
traveling and spreading the virus. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan) (Bild 1 


DOH's 10 Utos Laban sa SARS 
Ironically, if there is one good thing that 
came out of this dreaded virus, it is that 
people have become more conscious about 
their personal hygiene. Below are the 10 
things the Department of Health advises 
people to do to prevent the spread of SARS. 


1. Make sure that you have strong body 
resistance and in a clean bill of health. 
A visit to the doctor is advisable. 
Always keep your body, especially the 
hands, clean. 
Cover your mouth when you feel like 
coughing or sneezing especially in 
public. Avoid spitting in public places. 
. Consult the doctor or any health 
worker if you suspect you have the 
symptoms of the virus. Most common 
symptom is high fever. 
Inform medical health workers of your 
condition especially people who 
traveled from SARS-infected 
countries. 
Voluntary quarantine of up to two 
weeks is required from travelers. 
Health workers must always keep in 
the mind the Universal Health and 
Safety Precautions at all times. 
Wear facemasks if you suspect you 
have SARS. 
. People with weak immune system or 
have low resistance must limit 
interaction with people especially 
those who are sick. 
Keep your house and 
surroundings clean. 


2. 


Clean your hands before anything severe happens. 


10. 


bench/ 


prescribe 


ALCOGEL 


SARS HOTLINES: 741-7048 /743-1937 
Or r K 
Type SARS space (message) and send to 2960 


Situation in Shanghai, Hong 
Kongand Vietnam. 

A WHO team of six experts, in 
Shanghai since Monday, has 
provided a preliminary report 
of its findings. The team was 
invited by Shanghai authorities 
to assess the SARS situation in 
China's second largest city. 

Among its activities, the 
team examined the SARS sur- 
veillance and reporting system, 
investigated rumors that the 
case burden might be higher 
than officially reported, and vis- 
ited 10 health facilities, three 
district Centers for Disease Con- 
trol, and the municipal Center 
for Disease Control. The team 
was given free access to all re- 
quested data, patient registries, 
and facilities, which were vis- 
ited on very short notice. 

‘The team found no evidence 
of systematic underreporting of 
cases, and concluded that the 
level of preparedness and re- 


Good procedures 
of infection con- 
trol were rapidly 
established (in 
Vietnam) and 
eventually proved 
effective in pre- 
venting further 
Spread among 
hospital staff 


WHO sets safety guidelines .. 


From pagels 
incomplete, non-infectious portions of the viral genome 

* Routine examination of mycotic and bacterial cultures. 

+ Final packaging of specimens for transport to diagnostic labo- 
ratories for additional testing. 

* Specimens should already be in a sealed, decontaminated 
primary container 

The following precautions are strongly recommended by WHO 
for work in BSL-2 laboratories with potential SARS specimens: 

+ Any procedure that may generate aerosols should be per- 
formed in a biological safety cabinet. 

* Laboratory workers should wear protective equipment, in- 
cluding disposable gloves, solid-front or wrap-around gowns with 
cuffed sleeves, eye protection and a surgical mask, or full-face 
shield, according to the risk of aerosols and exposure when per- 
forming specific manipulations. When working at a biological 
safety cabinet, a full face shield is not necessary. 

* Centrifugation of human specimens should be performed 
using sealed centrifuge rotors or sample cups. These rotors or cups 
should be unloaded in a biological safety cabinet. 

* Procedures performed outside of a biological safety cabinet 
"should be performed in a manner that minimizes the risk of expo- 
sure to an inadvertent release of the etiologic agent. 

* Work surfaces and equipment should be decontaminated 
after specimens are processed, 

* Standard decontamination agents that are effective against 
Aipid-enveloped viruses should be sufficient. 

* Biological waste should be treated as outlined in the WHO 
Laboratory Biosafety Manual, 2nd revised edition which renders 
viral particles inactive, 

In cases where laboratory facilities are marginal, consideration 
should be given to referral of specimens to a suitably equipped 
reference laboratory for primary diagnostic tests. 

‘The following activities require BSL-3 facilities and BSL-3 work 
practices. 

* Viral cell culture of the etiologic agent. 

* Manipulations involving growth or concentration of the etio- 
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sponse was good. Reporting of 
cases appeared to be open, 
frank, and accurate. Over the 
past 3 to 4 weeks, authorities 
designated two hospitals as 
dedicated to the treatment of 
SARS patients and set up cough 
and fever clinics. The team also 
found a very high level of gov- 
ernment commitment to tackle 
the SARS problem. 

Many questions remain 
about why Shanghai has been 
spared a SARS outbreak on the 
scale of that seen in Beijing. 
Had a larger number of cases 
occurred, it is not certain 
whether the systems presently 
in place would have been able 
to cope. 

Situation in HongKong 

Health authorities an- 
nounced 17 new cases, 
including 3 in health care work- 
ers, and 6 deaths, including the 
youngest SARS fatality in Hong 
Kong to date. This was a previ- 


ously healthy 28-year-old man 
from the Amoy Gardens hous- 
ing estate cluster. The other 
deaths occurred in men aged 
38, 40, 61, and 70 years, and a 
45-year-old woman. Only one 
of these patients, the 70-year- 
old man, had a history of 
chronic disease. 

Of the six deaths announced 
yesterday, three were from the 
Amoy Gardens cluster. 

Authorities are continuing to 
investigate a small cluster of 
cases in the Tung Tau housing 
estate, where six cases have oc- 
curred in vertically linked flats. 
Presently available epidemio- 
logical evidence gives no reason 
to anticipate an outbreak at the 
estate on the scale of Amoy Gar- 
dens cluster, which involved 
more than 320 residents of a 
single building. 

A WHO team of environmen- 
tal and "sick building" experts 
arrived in Hong Kong to assist 


logic agent. 

When a procedure or process cannot be conducted within a bio- 
logical safety cabinet, then appropriate combinations of personal 
protective equipment (e.g., respirators, face shields) and physical 
containment devices (e.g., centrifuge safety cups or sealed rotors) 
must be used, 

‘Transport ofhuman specimens 

‘Transport of specimens within national borders should comply 
with current national regulations. 

International air transport of human specimens from suspect or 
probable SARS cases must follow the current (2003) edition of 
the International Air Transport Association (IATA) Dangerous 
Goods Regulations, 

- Dangerous goods index 
- Consignment of diagnostic specimens 2003 

Current IATA regulations (2003) allow specimens known or 
suspected of containing the SARS agent to be transported as UN 
3373 Diagnostic Specimens when they are transported for diag- 
nostic or investigational purposes. 

Specimens transported for any other purposes must be trans- 
ported as UN 2814, and marked as: Infectious substance, affecting 
humans (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome virus). 

Cultures prepared for the deliberate generation of pathogens 
may not be transported as diagnostic specimens, but as UN 2814, 
Infectious Substance, affecting humans (Severe Acute Respiratory. 
Syndrome virus). 

All specimens to be transported (UN 3373 or UN 2814) must be 
packaged in triple ackaging consisting of three packaging layers: 

UN 3373, Diagnostic Specimens, shall be packed in good qual- 
ity packaging, which shall be strong enough to withstand the 
shocks and loads normally encountered during transport. Packag- 
ing shall be constructed and closed so as to prevent any loss of 
contents that might be caused under normal conditions of trans- 
port, by vibration or by changes in temperature, humidity or 
pressure. 

Primary receptacles shall be packed in secondary packaging in 


What is SARS and what are its symptoms? 


SARS is the acronym for Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome. Out- 
breaks have been reported in Asia, North America, and Europe. 
‘The incubation period is usually two to seven days, but have been 
‘as long as 10 days in a few cases, SARS usually begins with a fever 
‘a temperature higher than 100.4°F (higher than 38.0*C). In ad- 
‘dition to the fever, symptoms may include: 

* headache 
$ «chills 

* body aches 

* general feeling of discomfort 

* mild respiratory symptoms at the outset 


* after three to seven days, SARS patients may develop a dry, 

nonproductive cough possibly accompanied by or progressing to 

the point where insufficient oxygen is getting to the blood. In 10. 

to 20 percent of cases, patients will require mechanical ventilation 
‘What causes SARS? 

Although other viruses are still under investigation as the pos- 
sible cause of SARS, researchers at the Centers for Disease Control. 
(CDC) and other laboratories have isolated a formerly unknown 
coronavirus from the tissues of SARS patients, Coronaviruses are a 
common cause of upper respiratory illness and can survive in the 
environment for up to three hours, 
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local experts in the investiga- 
tion of possible environmental 
sources of the virus. 

Nonewcasesin Vietnam for 

18days 

The SARS situation in Viet 
Nam has remained stable, at 63 
cases and 5 deaths, for 18 con- 
secutive days. Active 
investigation of numerous ru- 
mors has failed to detect a new 
case of SARS throughout this 
period. If the trend continues, 
the country will be removed 
from the list of affected areas on 
Monday, making Vietnam the 
first country to contain its SARS 
outbreak. 

WHO officials in Vietnam 
cautioned against a lapse in the 
present high state of alert, as 
the risk persists that a single im- 
ported case could seed an 
outbreak, as happened in Feb- 
ruary. | However, — the 
government showed strong 
commitment at the highest 


level from the beginning of the 
outbreak. Task forces and pro- 
vincial teams were established 
and have worked well. Good 
procedures of infection control 
were rapidly established and 
eventually proved effective in 
preventing further spread 
among hospital staff. 

Should the country experi- 
ence an imported case, this 
newly established infrastruc- 
ture would most likely be 
effective in preventing another 
large outbreak. 

Update on cases and 
countries 

As of today, a cumulative to- 
tal of 4836 cases with 293 
deaths have occurred in 26 
countries. This represents an in- 
crease of 190 new cases and 19 
deaths compared with yester- 
day April 25. The new deaths 
occurred in Canada (3), China 
(7), Hong Kong (6), the Philip- 
pines (1), and Singapore (2). 


such a way that, under normal conditions of transport, they can- 
not break, be punctured or leak their contents into the secondary 
packaging. Secondary packaging shall be placed in a final outer 
package with suitable cushioning material. Any leakage of the 
contents shall not substantially impair the protective properties of 
the cushioning material or of the outer packaging. 
Forliquids 

‘The primary receptacle(s) shall be leak proof and shall not con- 
tain more than 500 ml. There shall be absorbent material placed 
between the primary receptacle and the secondary packaging; if 
several fragile primary receptacles are placed in a single secondary 
packaging, they shall be either individually wrapped or separated 
so as to prevent contact between them. The absorbent material 
shall be in sufficient quantity to absorb the entire contents of the 
primary receptacles and there shall be a secondary packaging, 
‘which shall be leak proof. The primary receptacle or the secondary 
packaging shall be capable of withstanding without leakage an 
internal pressure producing a pressure differential of not less than 
95 kPa (0.95 bar). The outer packaging shall not contain more 
than 4 liters, 

Forsolids 

The primary receptacle(s) shall be siftproof and shall not 
contain more than 500g. If several fragile primary recep- 
tacles are placed in a single secondary packaging, they shall 
be either individually wrapped or separated so as to prevent. 
contact between them and there shall be a secondary pack- 
aging which shall be leak proof. The outer packaging shall 
not contain more than 4 kg 

For air transport, the smallest overall external dimension of a 
completed package must be at least 10 mm. 

Packaging must conform to certain performance standards. 

For further information about definitions, packaging require- 
ments, markings and labels, accompanying documentation, and 
refrigerants, please refer to the competent authority, current IATA 
shipping guidelines, commercial packaging suppliers, or available 
courier companies. (From www.who.int) 


Hows SARS spread? 

According to the CDC, “The principal way SARS appears to be 
sptead is through droplet transmission; namely, when someone sick 
with SARS coughs or sneezes droplets into the air and someone else 
breathes chem in, It is possible that SARS can be transmitted more 
broadly through the air or from objects that have become contami- 
nated ... It is possible that SARS could be spread when a person 
touches a contaminated object or surface; however, how often this 
might happen, or if it happens at all, is not known at this time. Pre- 
viously identified coronaviruses (scientists have reported that a new 
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Before you leave... 


IF YOU decide to go ahead infection, wash your hands mask, other persons should Wash hands afterwards and 
with your travel to an area frequently. wear surgical masks when in throw the gloves away. 
with SARS, keep the following  * To minimize the possibil- close contact with the person + Other close contacts stay- 
guidelines in mind. ity of infection, you may wish who is ill. ing with a person with SARS 
* Assemble a travel health to avoid close contact with jse of disposable gloves do not need to restrict their 
kit containing basic first aid large numbers of people as shotild be considered for any outside activities unless they 
and medical supplies. Be sure much as possible. CDC does direcf contact with body fluids develop symptoms of SARS, 
to include a thermometer, not recommend the routine of a-person with SARS. How- such as a fever or respiratory 
household disinfectant, a sup. use of masks or other personal ever, gloves are not intended illness. 
ply of surgical masks and protective equipment while to replace proper hand hy- ‘After your return: 
disposable gloves (for use if in public areas. giehe: Immediately .after’ Persons returning from one 
you or someone you are trav- Ifyouthinkyouhave ^ activities involving contact’ of the affected areas should 
eling with becomes ill with : 7^ with body fluids, gloves monitor their health for 10 
SARS), and alcohol-based __*-If you become ill with fe: “should be removed and dis: days. Any family member 
hand rubs for hand hygiene. ver and respiratory symptoms carded and hands should be who becomes ill with fever 
* Inform yourself and others (for example, cough or short- cleaned. Gloves must never be or respiratory symptoms dur- 
who may be traveling with ness of breath), a visit toa washed or reused. ing this period should consult 
you about SARS. For informa- health-care provider is *.* All close contacts staying. a healthcare provider and 
tion about this illness, see the strongly recommended. Tell “with a person with SARS tell lim or her about their re- 
Center for Disease Control's the provider about your symp- should carefully follow recom- cent fravel. Tell the provider 
SARS website toms prior to going to the "méngations for hand hy about your symptoms prior " 
* Be sure you are up to date office or emergency room so (e.g frequent hand washing. tp: going to the office or 
with all your shots, and see arrangements can be made, if or use-of alcohol-based hand emergency room so arrange- 
your health-care provider at necessary, to prevent trans- rubs),particularly after con- mént$ can be made, if n 
least 4 to 6 weeks before mission to others in the tact,with body fluids (e.g.; necessary, to prevent trans- 
travel to get any additional health-care setting. Do not respiratory secretions, urine, mission te-othersiin the AA a A, . 
MEE E youmay travel while sick and limit or feces). health-care setting. Maca inlac Ph D 
need. For information on CDC your contact with others as — * People with SARS should Close contacts of person 3 . LI 
health recommendations for much as possible to help pre- -avóid sharing eating utensils, with SARS who develop 
international travel, see CDC's vent the spread of any towels, and bedding with oth- fever or respiratory symp- 
Travelers’ Health site. infectious illness you may 'ersPalthough these items can toms should be evaluated 
* You may wish to check have. be used by others after routine by a health-care provider. 
your health insurance plan or — * The person who is ill cleaning, suchas washing or Before the evaluation, from Chinas Guandong prov- It inhibits the growth of viruses 
get additional insurance that should cover their mouth and laundering with soap and hot health-care providers ince, chis respiratory illness and is therefore crucial in the - 
Covers medical evacuation in nose with a facial tissue when water. should be informed that has infected an estimated treatment of viral diseases. Vi- 
the event of illness coughing or sneezing. If pos- — * Environmental surfaces the individual is a close 4836 individuals, with a 4 tamin C also stimulates 
* Identify in-country sible, they should wear a (e.g. toilets, sinks) soiled by contact of a person with percent death. toll of 293. macrophage functions, increases 
health-care resources in ad- surgical mask during close body fluids should be cleaned SARS. These persons with Majority of the casualties the activity of natural killer 
vance of your trip. contact with healthy people with a household disinfectant symptoms of. SARS should ^ have been the elderly; those (NK) cells,-and enhances a host 
Whileyouareinanarea to prevent spread of infectious according to manufacturers follow the same precau- with chronic diseases or a of bodily functions which enable 
with SARS: droplets. If the sick person is instructions; gloves should be tions recommended for combination of both. our body to combat viral dis- 
* To protect against SARS unable to wear a surgical worn during this activity. people with SARS. As of late, there is no eases and infections. 
Seema iocis à 9X. Known cure, in the absence — Multivitamin Enervon C has 
f T T J of specialized and effective 500 mg of Vitamin C. Its dis- 
H She d drugs, the protection and ease-fighting effects are 
ISARS Ue e bapi 1 survival against viral infec- reinforced by the presence of 
z d tions depend on the 800 mg of B Complex vitamins 
coronavirus may be the cause of SARS) have been shown to sur- steroids have been administered either intravenously or orally in|. adequacy of the body's natu- B6, folic acid, B12 and ribofla- 
vive in the environment for as long as 3 hours. To reduce the combination with ribavirin and other antimicrobials. These are- ral defense mechanisms, Dr. vin, which are also needed to 
t overall risk for infection by touching contaminated objects and the same treatments that are recommended for patients who | M-P. Macapinlac, Ph.D ex- boost our immune system. 
| surfaces, CDC recommends that people wash their hands thor- have developed atypical pneumonia after exposure to it from | Plains how prevention is still These B vitamins help in the 
$ oughly and often with soap and water.” another patient as opposed to the pneumonia developing from | the best weapon against this production of antibodies and the 
i Whatisthe treatment for SARS? a more typical respiratory illness that progressed to pneumonia. i| 9tyPical pneumonia release of energy. A recom: 
Y The CDC-recommended treatment regimen includes antibiot- ^ Although several such treatment regimens have been em. , Q What preventive mended daily dose of 600 mg of 
{Hes to treat bacterial agents known to cause atypical pneumonia; ployed for SARS patients, there is not yet sufficient information Measures should be made Multivitamin Enervon C plus 


MR aiganas cibavine amodo eR goin : d against SARS? exercise, ensure a strong and 
E r ae a MEAN ee ee eee ney ee cxi A: It is imperative that healthy, SARS-resistant body. 


SEVERE Acute Respiratory we strengthen our body's im: 
Syndrome (SARS) is a new mune system. Vitamin C is an 
viral infection contaminating important and valuable source 
the world over. Originating in building our body's resistance. 
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Preventing SARS infection 


The World Health Organization (WHO) so 
far lists around 25 countries as affected by 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), gathering more than 4,000 victims, 
and more than 250 deaths worldwide. 
SARS is indeed infectious, and everybody. 
should take preventive measures to avoid 
‘contracting its deadly virus. 


The SARS virusis believed to be contracted 
through droplets - by direct physical contact 
with infected persons or through 
contaminated objects. Droplets are vapor 
that come out of the mouth when a person 
coughs, sneezes, or by merely talking, 


The Department of Health and health 
experts worldwide recommend the 
following to avoid SARS infection: 


Hand sanitation. Make it a habit to 
wash hands frequently using alcohol-based 
hand rubs especially after contact from 
another person who might have sneezed 
or coughed. Disinfect hands with 70% 
Isopropyl Alcohol. A clinical study shows 
70% Isopropyl Alcohol can kill disease- 
‘causing germs including coronavirus, a 
virus which can cause the common cold. 
A strain of coronavirus is currently being 
considered as the main cause of SARS. 


Hand cover. Disposable gloves can 
prevent contact with the virus especially 
for health workers. However, this should 
not replace hand washing and disinfection. 
These gloves must be disposed properly 
and hands must be washed and disinfected 
after use. 


Nose and mouth cover. When 
sneezing or coughing, cover the mouth and 
nose with facial tissue. SARS patients 
should also wear clean masks with filter 
to prevent spreading droplets. Uninfected 
individuals are also advised to wear masks 
especially when in close contact with a 
SARS patient. 


Outdoor exposure. Avoid crowded 
places. In case this cannot be avoided, 
disinfect hands immediately after exposure. 


Healthy lifestyle. Some tips on how 
to strengthen one's resistance: Maintain a 
balanced diet, take Vitamin C regularly, 
exercise and refrain from smoking. 


Don't get trapped in this mystery called 
SARS, You can fight it and get yourself and 
your loved ones protected." 


For inquiries, call DOH IWAS SARS 
Hotline: 741-7048 or 743-1937 or text: 0916- 
4665823. 


BAND-AID” According to a World Health Organization (WHO) study, 
ope the coronavirus may be the cause of S.A.R.S. 
IWAS Disinfect with BAND-AID® 70% Isopropyl Alcohol. 


SARS Kills 99.99% of disease-causing germs™. 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH “For more information, visit: www.who.int 
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coronavirus may be the cause of SARS) have been shown to sur- steroids have been administered either intravenously or orally in 
vive in the environment for as long as 3 hours. To reduce the combination with ribavirin and other antimicrobials. These are 
overall risk for infection by touching contaminated objects and the same treatments that are recommended for patients who 
surfaces, CDC recommends that people wash their hands thor- have developed atypical pneumonia after exposure to it from 
oughly and often with soap and water.” another patient as opposed to the pneumonia developing from 

Whatisthe treatment for SARS? a more typical respiratory illness that progressed to pneumonia, P! 

The CDC-recommended treatment regimen includes antibiot- Although several such treatment regimens have been em- — 9" 
ics to treat bacterial agents known to cause atypical pneumonia, ployed for SARS patients, there is not yet sufficient information 

antiviral agents such as ribavirin and oseltamivir. Additionally, to know how effective they are. rename 
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BENEFITS OF THE DOUBLE 
VITAMIN C ADVANTAGE OF 


ENERVON 


TO HELP FIGHT 
il 0 R THE VIRUS 


is therefore crucial in the treatment Vitamin C. (Anti-Infection) 


Vitamin C plays an important role 
in building our bodies' immunity. 


o It inhibits the growth of viruses and 


+ Vitamin B-Complex 


of viral diseases. (Produces Antibodies! 
Hes Release Energy) | 
* It stimulates macrophage Better Defense Against Better Defense Against SARS 
functions. 


e It increases the activity of natural 


killer (NK) cells. 
e It enhances a host of bodily 


functions which enable our bodies 
to fight viral diseases and 


infections.* 


BENEFITS OF 
B - COMPLEX 
VITAMIN 


Vitamin C and a full complement 
ofthe B - Complex vitamins 
provide essential metabolic 


elements needed for the proper 


* Helps maintain a healthy level of 
antibodies. 

* Maintains a healthy immune 
system by preventing deficiencies. 

* Releases energy that gives added 
strength to our immunity to 
Sickness. 


* from article by M.P. Macapinlac, M.D., Ph.D. 


utilization of carbohydrates, 
proteins and fats — the three main 
sources of energy. 

A steady supply of energy is 
crucial as lack of this could impair 


our immune function. 
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